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SERVICES FOR MARCH

Wednesday 2nd

10.00 Morning Prayer

Sunday 6th Lent 4 Mothering Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 2) Exodus 2:1-10

10.30 Holy Communion (Order 1) Luke 2:33-35
No Junior Church

Wednesday 9th

10.00 Midweek Communion

Sunday 13th Lent5 Passiontide

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1) Romans 8:6-11
10.30 Family Service and Parade John 11:1-27
Wednesday 16th

10.00 Midweek Communion

Sunday 20th Palm Sunday Gift Day

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 2) Philippians 2:5-11
10.30 Holy Communion (Order 1) Matthew 21:1-11

No Junior Church

Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd

10.00 Morning Prayer

19.00 Compline

Wednesday 23rd

10.00 Midweek Communion (MU Corporate)

19.00 Compline

Thursday 24th  Maundy Thursday

10.00 Morning Prayer

19.00 Agape Communion

Friday 25th Good Friday

10.00 Walk of Witness (Christ Church to St John’s)

14.00 Hour by the Cross

19.00 Compline

Saturday 26th

10.00 Morning Prayer

19.00 Compline

Sunday 27th Easter Day

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1) Colossians 3:1-4
10.30 Family Communion Matthew 28:1-10




EVENTS FOR MARCH

Tuesday 1st 14.15
Friday 4th

14.00

19.30
Friday 4th 14.00
Saturday 5th 12.00
Monday 7th 19.30
Wednesday 9th 19.45
Thursday 10th  09.45
Saturday 12th 10.00-15.00

12.00
Sunday 13th 18.30

MU “St David's Day”

Women’'s World Day of Prayer

Service at Sacred Heart Waterlooville
Service at Christ Church

Friday Fellowship

Lent Lunch in Church Hall

PCC

Evening Wives

Travelling Library at Cosham Baptist Church
Jr. Church Leaders to Diocesan Conference
Lent Lunch in Church Hall

YOOF2

Monday 14th - Thursday 17th  Sponsored Marathon Bible Reading

Tues 15th 14.15
Thursday 17th
19.30
Friday 18th 14.00
Saturday 19th 10.30-12.30
12.00
18.30

MU “The Shaw Trust” (Kathy Pitt)

Day of Prayer for Christ Church

APCM in the Church

Friday Fellowship

Jr Church Easter Craft Workshop (Vicarage)
Lent Lunch in Church Hall

Hall of Sound

ADVANCE DATES

APRIL
Friday 1st 14.00
Monday 4th 14.00
Tuesday 5th 14.15
Saturday 9th 08.00
19.00
Wednesday 13th 19.45
Thursday 14th  09.45
Friday 15th 14.00
Monday 18th - Sunday 24th
Saturday 23rd
Tuesday 19th  13.00
Saturday 23rd  14.00

Wednesday 27th— 29th

Friday Fellowship

Lady Day Service at Christ Church

MU Service in Church

Men’s Breakfast

Haggis Supper for Portsdown Parish Centre
Evening Wives

Travelling Library at Cosham Baptist Church
Friday Fellowship

Isobel Booth-Clibborn and Shiisa visit us
Ugandan Evening

MU Jumble Sale

Dedication of Memorial Stone

to Sgt Henry Gallagher (Rork’s Drift)

Vicar in hospital for Eye Operation




From the Top of the Hill
Portsdown Vicarage.

A German theologian, Jurgen Moltmann expresses in a
single sentence the great span from Good Friday to
Easter Day: “God weeps with us so that we may some-
day laugh with him.”

| am sure that the Lent Course — ‘Better Together?’ — that we have studied
together, has made us all think more deeply and appreciatively about our
relationships, and particularly our relationship with God. One sentence from
the course reads: ‘In a sense it is extraordinary to claim that a human being
can have a relationship with God, the Creator and Sustainer of all. Yet this
claim is at the heart of a Christian understanding of faith.’

Easter assures all of us of the truth of this — that we can know God person-
ally, and that he shares every aspect of our lives, and identifies with our dif-
ficulties and sufferings, as well as our hopes and triumphs.

When Jesus died on the cross he paid the price and took the punishment
for our sins. What colossal love Jesus showed for humanity in giving him-
self for us in this way. It was in this costly way that Jesus secured the for-
giveness of our sins and lifted us into a marvellous relationship with

God our Father and his universal family.

When Jesus rose from the dead he showed that the barrier between hu-
manity and God was torn down, and that this relationship was to last an
eternity. Eternal life is God’s gift to us that comes to us through Jesus. We
receive this gift through faith — through believing and trusting in Him.

Jesus died for us so that we may share his life and live for him. Jesus has
the last word on everything, even on the times of anguish and distress. He
is close to us particularly when we hurt. His suffering on the cross assures
us of that. But just as his own suffering was transformed by the victory of
the resurrection, so he will transform our situations too. This may not nec-
essarily be in an ‘immediate’ way. When we long for life without difficulties,
we remember that oaks grow strong in contrary winds, and diamonds are
made under pressure.

But when all is said and done, God is at work in our lives in order that we
may ‘someday laugh with him.” May our Easter celebrations be a foretaste
of that joy to come.

Happy Easter to you all!
Paul Norton, Vicar.



From Beyond the Hill
Curate’s Corner

\ /
;_‘Q’. | wonder what springs to your minds when you hear
i the word Lent. | heard someone say recently that

Lent gives us a second opportunity to try and keep
those New Year resolutions that may have already fallen by the wayside.
Traditionally in the Christian Church, Lent, the six and a half weeks be-
tween Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday, was a time of abstinence
and penitence, a ritualised imitation of Christ’s forty days of starving in
the wilderness before he began his ministry in earnest. Many people as-
sociate Lent with a time of abstinence and self-denial, perhaps a time
when we give something up, go without something that we particularly
enjoy. | read in a recent newspaper article that there is a belief that very
few people give anything up for Lent. The reporter wrote that ‘Lent is a
tradition which like Church going is dying out in these secular times’. Of
course no one would perhaps deny that we live in a materialistic society
with an attitude of ‘what | want | get’ but something to consider is the fact
that if everybody gave up the pleasures of chocolate, cake, biscuits and
wine for the six weeks of Lent the confectionary and alcohol industries
would suffer greatly.

Perhaps instead of thinking of Lent as a time of ‘giving up’ we could in-
stead think of it as a time when we consider what can we ‘give’. We only
have to look at the response to the recent disaster in South —East Asia
to realise that in times of great need people will dig deep into their pock-
ets and give generously. Giving generously may mean self-denial for
some who may give more than they can really afford, but giving is not
just about money. | believe that time which we all seem to have so little
of these days is one of the most important and valuable things that we
can give. Perhaps taking time to visit or phone that person whom we
have been meaning to speak to for ages but have never got round to
contacting them. Time to sit and talk with someone living on their own,
time to write a letter or send a card telling that special person just how
much they mean to us. Perhaps Lent gives us the opportunity to reflect,
to find and offer forgiveness and reconciliation for broken friendships
and relationships, or to find and give the time for friendships that need
rekindling.

So what you may ask have | given up for Lent? Well | am trying to give
up some of those noisy, busy times when | am so involved with my own

(Continued on page 6)



(Continued from page 5)

day to day life that | cannot hear God speaking to me. | embrace Lent
as a time to be in my own wilderness an opportunity to give and spend
more time to God. | seek to find more quiet time on my own, time in
which | can become more aware of God’s presence in my life, time to
pray and to reflect on what lies ahead for my ministry.

During his time in the wilderness Jesus prepared himself to go forward,
to give us the greatest gift anyone could ever give, he gave his life, a life
given for each and everyone of us. Anything we could ever give will
never compare to his sacrifice.

| pray, that during Lent you too will be able to give time and find those
guiet moments when you can enjoy an awareness of God’s loving pres-
ence.

Love and blessings to you all,
Sandy Phillips, Curate.

Living God,

meet with me here in the quietness,

speak to me now as | make space

away from the press of the world,

hear and answer me as | bring before you-
body, mind and spirit-

And so may | walk with you always,

every moment of every day. AMEN.

If the Christ who died had stopped at the cross,

His work had been incomplete.

If the Christ who was buried had stayed in the tomb,
He had only known defeat,

But the way of the cross never stops at the cross
And the way of the tomb leads on

To victorious grace in the heavenly place

Where the risen Lord has gone.

Annie Johnson Miller




From the Other Side of the Hill

Sometimes | do feel as if | am on a roller-coaster and

w\ﬁ // wonder if | shall ever get off! .It is that time of year
~ = |when things seem to come one after the other. Then
I‘Q | have to remember what a privilege it is to be busy

and have so many varied things to occupy my time
and the mental and physical strength to do them. |
also thankfully think of the many special people —
friends — that | meet and all the Christian brothers
and sisters whose support and encourage me.

While preparing this, some music from Bach’s St Matthew Passion up-
lifted me. So did Classic FM ‘Time Out'. It enabled me to be refreshed
and enjoy being in my study, and thankful to the Lord for sunshine
streaming in the window, protected from the chill wind outside. So | can
with positive optimism draw attention to our annual DAY OF PRAYER.
As usual it comes on the day of our APCM, but alert readers will realise
that this is also the final day of our Bible Reading Marathon. However
we are going to make sure that those who prefer a quiet place in
church will still be able to have it, on March 17", and those whose
situation requires them to find time at home or work will also be able to
fit a time of prayer into their routine.

Our normal lists with half hour slots will be available, as will Prayer
Sheets to guide you. Whether ‘in church’ or ‘at home’ we hope that you
will give time to praying for our parish and all who are involved in all as-
pects of its on-going maintenance, and outgoing mission.

“Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in all circum-
stances. This is what God wants from you in union with Christ
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5 v 16-18, GNB)

Cynthia Whittle, Reader

A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to her six
year old daughter and said, “Would you like to say the blessing?” “I
don’t know what to say,” the little girl replied. “Just say what you hear
Mummy say,” her mother answered. The little girl bowed her head and
said, "Lord, why on earth did | invite all these people to dinner?”




How do we run a
BIBLE READING MARATHON?

There has been a wonderful response from all the hall users, church
groups, local organisations, schools, cluster churches and other
churches in the area, all finding sponsors for their 20 minutes. We
are going to read the Bible non-stop beginning at 9 am on Monday
14" up to 5 pm on Thursday 17" March. The Bishop will start off
proceedings, and individuals or groups will take over, for 4 days and
3 nights ending, before our APCM.

We will be reading from the Church NIV version of the Bible and,
sorry, but you cannot choose your favourite passage! Don't worry if
you have to stop. Stewards will be on duty; tea and coffee and all
necessary back-up facilities will be provided throughout.

There will be a minimum of six people in church, sometimes more,
because we hope you will drop in to listen sometimes and see how it
is going and encourage visitors to look at our exhibition of Bibles
and Bible reading aids. We shall have free literature to give away.
Outside there will be a large sign or “Bible-o-meter” which will
display to passers-by how many chapters we have read so far....

Please pray for the effectiveness of this event and support it as a
channel of contact with our parish and whole locality, and means of
raising funds for the Portsdown Parish Centre Project.

If you would like to join in this
event please contact
parish.administrator@christchurchportsdown.




Women® World Day of Prayer
Friday 4th March 2005

Theme: Let Our Light Shine
By: The Women of Poland

Services
2pm Sacred Heart, Waterlooville
Speaker: Mrs Krysia Butwilowska

7.30 pm  Christ Church, Portsdown
Speaker: Revd. Sandy Phillips

All are welcome.

A i For more information contact parish.
¥y L .. .
4 administrator@christchurchportsdown.org

®

Lent Lunches

Christ Church Hall
From 12 noon to 1.30 pm

Saturday 5th March
Saturday 12th March
Saturday 19th March

Delicious home made soup,
crusty bread, cheese and tea or coffee.
Enjoy good company and fellowship.
Suggested minimum donation £2.50 per person

L assasaadddd A1 11111124 0 1
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Portsdown Parish Centre
Community Survey

A Brief Summary

Introduction

In late September 2004, a Community Survey to assess the needs of the
local Portsdown and Widley communities was commissioned. Its purpose
was to inform the development of the Portsdown Parish Centre as part of
the Needs Assessment currently being undertaken.

The Survey

The survey took place in October 2004. It consisted of a questionnaire,
which was distributed to around 950 local residents. Members of Christ-
church each took a questionnaire for themselves and more to hand to
their neighbours. Questionnaires were distributed to users of Christ
Church Hall over a three-week period. The local newsagent distributed
300 guestionnaires with its newspaper delivery. The Co-op and a local
hairdresser gave questionnaires to customers. Efforts were made to en-
sure the survey was distributed across the age range from children to
senior citizens.

Information about those completing the survey

Number of completed questionnaires (Sample Size) 195
Number who live in the Widley/Portsdown Area 120
Number who attend Christ Church or use Christ Church Hall 143
Number who attend Christ Church or use Christ Church Hall

and live in Widley/Portsdown Area 91
Numbers who neither live in Widley/Portsdown nor attend
Christ Church nor use the Hall * 17*

* Of these 12 had noted they lived just outside the area, or used to live in the area until
recently, or used to attend Christ Church or use Christ Church Hall until recently.

Summary of Findings
In brief, the community survey provides evidence of need for community
facilities, activities and services as established by the local participants.

Evidence indicates that facilities and activities are needed for the elderly

and those living on their own as well as for young people. Disabled peo-

ple, people in distress and carers are also identified as being in need
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
within the local community. Parents and Children are also identified as
needing facilities though to a lesser extent.

Evidence shows a community building should provide, as a priority, facili-
ties and activities for children and young people, a place for older people
to meet and to socialise, somewhere for members of the community to
take part in groups and activities and to meet others. It must be afford-
able to those on low income.

Evidence identifies it is important to provide a large range of activities.
Priority among these was activities for young people and keep-fit type ac-
tivities. Facilities for the retired and sports facilities requiring a large hall
were also identified as very important, as was a Drop-in Centre. The abil-
ity to offer a large range of activities to suit all ages and tastes is clear
from the findings. Whilst prioritising various groups and activities, the
community is looking for the provision of a broad spectrum of activities.

High quality physical facilities and full disabled access were identified as
important, as were a kitchen, café, multifunctional rooms and room hire.
When considering the activities listed there is evidence of need for rooms
for quieter purposes and for noisy, active sport and youth activities.
There is evidence of need for rooms of all sizes from large hall, medium
size hall to medium and smaller rooms. Multipurpose, flexible rooms
were identified as priority as well as the availability of rooms for private
hire.

The survey identified a number of services that are not available locally.
Key among these was the lack of GP/Health services. Also the lack of a
Post Office and lack of a Library were identified as gaps in provision. If a
local community facility were to look to provide key services then the pro-
vision of GP/Health services and the provision of a local Post Office
should be investigated as priorities.

And finally...
Thank you very much indeed to everyone who supported and partici-
pated in this survey. Without your input it could not have taken place. It
has provided the Portsdown Parish Centre Project Leadership Team with
valuable information. If you wish to see the full text of the Community
Survey Report please do ask me for a copy!

Alison Norton
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Portsdown Parish Centre

“on top of the hill
and at the heart of the community”

The following is a summary of the information
given at the Parish Forum that took place on 13th
February 2005

Aim: To make more effective use of parish buildings for the benefit
of the community and enable improved provision of services into the
community.

Project Progress:

Concept Phase

Completed with production of outline plans and cost estimate
of £1.68 million

Assessment Phase (we are HERE) Dec 04 — Apr 05
Reassessing the need for the development
and producing the evidence
Looking outwards, and to the future
Assessing the financial viability of the proposed plans (need to use a
consultant)
How much money can we raise and where will it come from?
Grant making trusts and other bodies
Fundraising events
External funding partners
Pledges
Legacies
Reviewing the outline plan drawings
Proposing a financially viable solution

Detailed Design Phase Apr 05— Jun 06
Consultation with many user groups

Build Phase

Acceptance Phase

*k )k kk kk kk kk k% k%

Next Congregational Forum —
April 17th 2005 after the 10.30 Morning Service

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)
Portsdown Parish Centre
Organisation and Who’s Who

Project Leadership Team (PLT)

(a subcommittee of Christ Church PCC)

Project Coordinator and Chair of PLT— Sheila Gill
Business Plan Auditor — Trevor Filthess
Governance Consultant — Brian Mansbridge
Finance Controller — David Davies

Vicar — Paul Norton (ex officio)

Church Wardens (ex officio)

Chair of Fundraising Group - Andy Minchin
Chair of Communications Group - Alison Norton
Chair of Build and Design Group - Jim Molloy

Subgroups

Fundraising Group

Andy Minchin - Chair

Stuart Davies (Internal Fundraising Coordinator)
Roger Banks

Gill Cross

Pauline Metcalfe

Communications Group
Alison Norton - Chair

Pat Cole

Gill Cross

Graham Olway

Design and Build Group
Jim Molloy - Chair

The subgroups are still under development and further members are
actively being sought. If you are able to volunteer time and skills please
talk to Sheila Gill and/or the Chair of the Subgroup which interests you.

Project Administrator — Rita Drake

13
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parish.administrator@christchurchportsdown.org

parish.administrator@christchurchportsdown.org

Parish Summer Holiday

Set sail with us to the Isle of Wight for our Parish Holiday!
Bookings now being taken.

Venue: Winchester House, Shanklin, oW
23rd - 30th July 2005
Adult £170 Child (2 - 17) £150

Bed, Breakfast, Packed Lunch and Evening Meal

Join in or do your own thing!

To book your place sign the list at the back of
the Church or contact parish.
administrator@christchurchportsdown.org
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Mission of the Month
Parish Mission

Mission is not the prerogative of the
specially ordained or even those with a
specific calling. It is the concern of ALL
who profess to follow Jesus and obey his
commandment to ‘Go into all the
world’. Our ‘world’ begins in Widley,
just as in the time of the Apostles their
‘world’ began in Jerusalem.

Our Parish Centre Project is a mission
project along with other activities which
seek to encourage people to share in
Christian fellowship with us - not only on
Sundays. As well as overseas and home
missions, we support the
Widley Detached Youth Workers.

We also have involvement within our
local Kairos cluster. As this is the only
church in our parish we have a special
responsibility to people who live here.

Our Bible Reading Marathon is part of
that mission -a unigue event in which
many can participate - and feel part of
our Christ Church family offering the
light of Christ to our community.

Christ’s Life
for the Community

Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS
for all the readers in the
Marathon and their gener-
ous sponsors

PRAY
for those unknown to us in
the parish who carry heavy
burdens

PRAISE GOD
for valuable data found by
the Kairos cluster research

group

PRAY
for the Widley Youth Pro-
ject, Purbrook Park School,
Junior Church and all
teachers & leaders

THANK GOD
for all who visit or use our
church or hall and pray for
a closer integration into the

whole community.

PRAY

for all involved with our par-
ish project an planning for
the future
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Parish Prayer
Bookmark

PRAISE GOD
for joyful occasions and
many uplifting services

PRAY
for healing for Paul our Vicar
and health for all the ministry
team as they prepare for
Holy Week

GIVE THANKS
for all the blessings,
answered prayers and
spiritual strength in
testing times

PRAY
for the APCM and for
God’s guidance in electing
new Wardens, Reps, and
other members

PRAISE GOD
for the Home Groups and
insights gained from
these discussions

PRAY
for the Bible Reading
Marathon, and all who
will take part

REMEMBER
all who depend on Pew
Sheet, Magazine or Pompey
Chimes to keep in touch,
and pray for their efficient
distribution.

HOME GROUPS

It is not too late to join in this year’'s
Lent discussions,

Using the York course booklet
(available for £2.50) and tape, about
all kinds of relationships —
within families, in the church, with
strangers, and with God.

Home groups this month are :
Mondays, 7.30 - 9 pm Contact
parish.administrator
@christchurchportsdown.org
For details

CMS LINK VISIT

Uganda link mission partner
Isobel Booth Clibborn (and Shiisa)
will be with us after Easter so please

mark Saturday 23" April in your diary
for a CMS evening.
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More From the Church Archives.... (3)

Here are some more interesting clippings from the Portsdown Post
March parish magazines from 1961 to 1962 and
1971 to 1974.

In 1961 there were 21 Confirmation services in the

IOW and the southern part of the diocese, shared

between two bishops. After a Lent Service a tape

recording ,’How to enjoy your Bible ‘ was heard.

In 1962 the Vicar asked, "Why do most newly confirmed lapse
within the first year?” Solutions — “Aunties or Uncles” in the congre-
gation; refresher courses; the congregation ‘rising to their responsi-

In 1971 snowdrops were out in the churchyard! Bill Gee would step
down but Stanley Martin would continue as warden — church mem-
bers were urged to check the Electoral roll and attend the APCM.
In 1972 there was a power crisis and members were asked to come
in warm clothing. There was an appeal for £250 to purchase a pub-
lic address system to benefit members whose hearing was deterio-
rating.
Choirboy Nicholas Stead wrote a poem about Easter Events: v11
read: “Two angels sat where Jesus had been

One spoke to Simon in a holy voice

‘Jesus is risen from the dead,

Today the world will all rejoice™
In 1973 the Bishop’s Lent Appeal was for St Petroc’s Community
and Refugees in the Sudan. The ‘Story of Portsdown’ (8) mentioned
that electricity for domestic use came in the mid-1920s. Mr W White
took his from the Light Railway but whenever a tram came up the
hill his lights went dim!  Lenten Lunches were served on Friday 23"
In 1974 the annual CMS Lent Project was designated for Zaire.
The Vicar wrote ‘By the time Church News reaches you there will be
a new government...it has always been the consistent teaching of
the Christian Church to obey civil power, pray for it and respect it'.
The purpose of the APCM was to elect Churchwardens, the PCC
and Sidesmen; to review the previous year (when apparently the
Vicar would have something up his sleeve, or cassock !); the War-
dens would say whether buildings were standing up or about to fall
down, and the Treasurer would report on the financial position.
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Fairtrade Fortnight - 1st -13th March
www.fairtrade.org.uk

On its website The Fairtrade Foundation says:

Fairtrade Fortnight is our key annual opportunity to remind our congre-
gations, our friends and our colleagues about the impact of Fairtrade on
5 million producers and their families who currently supply the Fairtrade
products we buy.

Thanks to your help over the last 10 years, 39% of shoppers now recog-
nise the FAIRTRADE Mark and sales are rising at around 40% a year by
value.

During 2005 we aim to persuade more people to CHECK OUT the grow-
ing range of Fairtrade products and CHECK OUT the impact of the
FAIRTRADE Mark so that more shoppers take Fairtrade products to the
check out!

Fairtrade sugar — a sweet example of Trade Justice Cane sugar, one of
the most unfairly traded commodities, is now available in the UK with the
FAIRTRADE Mark, providing a lifeline for farmers struggling to survive
against subsided European sugar beet and high European Union (EU)
tariffs. Introduced in November 2003, it is supplied by the Co-op,
Whitworth, Billington’s, Equal Exchange and Traidcraft.

The FAIRTRADE Mark

The FAIRTRADE Mark guarantees:
" Farmers a fair and stable price for their products

Farmers and plantation workers the

opportunity to improve their lives

Greater respect for the environment

Small farmers a stronger position in

world markets

A closer link between shoppers and

producers.
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Make Poverty History
www.makepovertyhistory.org

TRADE JUSTICE. DROP THE DEBT. MORE AND BETTER AID.

The gap between the worlds’ rich and poor has never been wider.
Malnutrition, AIDS, conflict and illiteracy are a daily reality for millions.

But it isn’t chance or bad luck that keeps people trapped in bitter, un-
relenting poverty. It's man-made factors like a glaringly unjust global

trade system, a debt burden so great that it suffocates any chance of
recovery and insufficient and ineffective aid .

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY brings together a wide cross section of
over 200 charities, campaigns, trade unions, faith groups and celebri-
ties who are united by a common belief that 2005 offers a year of un-
precedented opportunity for the UK government to change the rules
and practices of trade, cancel poor countries’ debts and deliver more
and better aid. In July, the UK will host the G8 summit of richest na-
tions, and from July to December it will take over the revolving presi-
dency of the EU.

Fairtrade shows that trade can be a means out of poverty. While 5
million marginalized producers and their families gain, millions more
still remain at the mercy of unfair trade rules. That's why we should
be both buying Fairtrade products and campaigning for Trade Jus-
tice, not free trade.

Please pray...

Our God, who gave commandments that guide us into paths of jus-
tice and compassion, teach us what it means to make good rules.

We pray for rules to govern our trade that can bend to serve the
needs of the poor, that are strong to contain the greed of the rich, that
will challenge the inequalities present in our world.

Make us restless for change, refusing to submit to political realities
where life and death are bought in the market place, and daring to
work for the coming of your kingdom where the world is reshaped in
the image of Christ.
In whose name we pray. Amen.

Source: Baptist Union of Great Britain
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Mothering Sunday

Mothering Sunday was celebrated on the fourth Sunday in Lent from the
17th century onwards.

It began as a day when apprentices and servants could return home for
the day to visit their mothers. They often brought a gift with them, often a
"mothering cake" -- a kind of fruitcake or fruit-filled pastry known as
simnels. Furmety, a sweetened boiled cereal dish, was often served at
the family dinner during Mothering Sunday celebrations.

By the 19th century, the holiday had almost completely died out.

Mother® Day - or Mothering Sunday - came to be celebrated again after
World War II, when American servicemen brought the custom and com-
mercial enterprises used it as an occasion for sales, etc.

Mothering Sunday Wafers
An Extract from an American Website on English Culture!
The people of Hampshire often celebrate Mothering Sunday
with this delicious snack:

INGREDIENTS

1Y 0z (459) flour

1 teaspoon ground ginger

2 0z (509) golden syrup

1Y% oz (37.59) caster sugar

2 0z (509) butter

1-2 teaspoons orange flower water

COOKING INSTRUCTIONS

Set the oven and sift the flour and ground ginger together. Melt the
syrup, sugar and butter together in a saucepan, stirring until smooth. Re-
move from the heat and fold in the flour mixture before stirring in the or-
ange flower water. Put individual teaspoonful of the mixture on to but-
tered baking trays, allowing approx. 3 inches between them. Bake for 10
minutes, by which time the wafers should be thin, lace-like and golden-
brown in colour. Leave them on the trays for 1-2 minutes, then use a pal-
ette knife to transfer them to a wire rack.

Oven temperature: 350°F /
180&C / Gas Mark 4
Cooking time: 10 minutes

Serve flat, spread with a bramble jelly preserve (or similar) or whipped
cream. Alternatively, you can wrap the wafers round the buttered handle
of a wooden spoon to create a cigar-shape and fill them later.

englishculture.allinfoabout.com
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NAILS...

Rusted and discarded in the ground,
his iron crusted nail, found.

Laying still, this wooden ember,
justly, we people still remember.

Three wooden crosses,
burn in the memories, recount all the losses....

The hammer, hit and pound,
driving the nails deeper, rocks echo the sound.

Mercy and tears from each side,
The Man in the middle had nothing to hide.

Three days to morn, Don®cry for me,
|® rise in the morning, you® see.

Gambling soldiers Roman
you® be looking for me, soon in two mornings...

Bury me, deep in the Earth
Bury me deep, you® be witness to a new birth.

For two thousand years people will say
Jesus the answer, He is the Way.
Anon.

That First Easter....

| know a man called Jesus,
Who from His grave arose,

On that first Easter morning
To vindicate our souls.

He bore the cross of Calvary

And shed His blood for you and me.

He paid a debt He didn®owe,

As through His blood forgiveness flowed.

Then, from His crucifixion,

Our eternal life was formed
And, through His resurrection,
That first precious Easter born.

Vickie Lambdin
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For The Record

For data privacy reasons this detail is excluded from the web version of the
magazine

Webmaster

Give peace a Chance

Put peace into each others hands,
and like a treasure hold it,
Protect it like a candle flame,
with tenderness enfold it.
Put peace into each others hands
with loving expectation;
Be gentle in your words and ways,
in touch with God'’s creation.
Put peace into each others hands
like bread we break for sharing
Look people warmly in the eye;
for life is meant for caring.
As at communion shape your hands
into a waiting cradle;
The gift of Christ receive, revere,
united round the table.
Put Christ into each others hands,
He is loves deepest measure;
In love make peace, give peace a chance,
and share it like a treasure.

Anon. Submitted by Margaret Baggs
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Highlights of P.C.C. Meeting
held on February 7th 2005

Bible Reading Marathon;-Have you signed up yet....or sponsored
someone? Names to be given to Pauline Metcalfe for a slot in the Read-
ing Marathon. The Bishop of Portsmouth will be present. Bibles will be
on sale during this Marathon. Please support this event, and sign up
now.

APCM 17th March;-Both Andy Minchin and Karen Davies will be stand-
ing down as Wardens. Replacements will need to be found. Also new
members for the PCC.

Deanery Synod Reps;-Patrick & Cynthia Whittle will now come off
Deanery Synod, also Trevor Filtness. Thanks go to them for their input.
First Aiders;- Have you signed up for your First Aid Course? Please
inform Gill Cross if you need to update your first aid certificate or if you
are a new First Aider.

CMS Missionary Partner :-A Ugandan evening will be arranged during
the week-end of April 23/24th when Isobel Booth-Clibborn will be visit-
ing our Parish.

Margaret Herrington has been our CMS representative for 30 years and
now sadly, is to retire. Our thanks go to her for such sterling service.
Finance ;-Income :-an encouraging first month. Expenditure:-The
Quota up front payment, called for each year by the Diocese has been
met.

Property:-The Hall works are being reviewed. Guttering costs are
£2,100. There are some extra costs for replacement of rotten timber &
broken tiles.

Kairos:-Cluster Group PCCs briefing took place on Saturday February
5™ with a special service with Bishop for the archdeaconry. A Cafe in
Purbrook run by St. Johns, will be open during the week 10am - 4pm.
Candlelight Supper:-This went well. In particular, the young people
were very helpful. Thank you to them and to the rest of the team.
Correspondence:-A thank you letter was received from Portsmouth
Women’s Refuge for the generous donation towards their Christmas
festivities.

Chairman’s Remarks:-There is concern that unauthorised people are
switching off radiators in the Church and altering the thermostats. This
is seriously disrupting the heating system and must stop. If congrega-
tion notice a problem with the heating, then please speak to the War-
dens.
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