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SERVICES FOR MAY 
 

Sunday 1st           Easter 6 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 2) 
10.30            Holy Communion (Order 1) 
                     Junior Church 
 

Wednesday 4th 
10.00            Midweek Communion 
 

Sunday 8th           Ascension 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 1) 
10.30            Family Service and Parade 
                      
Wednesday 11th 
10.00            Midweek Communion 
 

Sunday 15th         Pentecost 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 2) 
10.30            Holy Communion (Order 1) 
                     No Junior Church 
18.30            KAIROS Songs of Praise at Crookhorn 
                      

Wednesday 18th 
10.00            Midweek Communion  
 

Sunday 22nd        Trinity 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 1) 
10.30            Family Service 
                      
Wednesday 25th 
10.00            Midweek Communion (MU Corporate) 
 
Sunday 29th         Trinity 1 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 2) 
10.30            Holy Communion (Order 1) 
                     Junior Church 

1 Peter 3: 13-22 
John 14:15-21 

Acts 2:1-21 
John 20:19-23 

Isaiah 40:12-17, 27-end 
Matthew 28:16-end 

1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 

Romans 1: 16-17, 3:22-28 
Matthew 7:21-end 

Open Church 
Christ Church is open 10.00-12.00 daily from April to September 

Volunteers needed please 
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EVENTS IN MAY 
Tuesday 3rd        14.15          MU - ‘Portsdown Wildlife’ (John Goodspeed) 
Friday 6th            14.00          Friday Fellowship 
Monday 9th         19.30          PCC 
Wednesday 11th 19.45          Evening Wives 
Saturday 14th –Sunday 15th 2000 Minutes of Praise at Springfield 
School 
Saturday 14th                       Jumble Sale for Portsdown Parish Centre 
Sunday 15th - 21st                Christian Aid Week 
Sunday 15th        18.30          YOOF2 at the Vicarage 
Tuesday 17th      14.15          MU - Flower Arranging (Maggie Harris) 
Friday 20th          14.00          Friday Fellowship 
Saturday 21st      08.00          Men’s Breakfast 
                           18.30          Hall of Sound (in Church) 
Sunday 29th        18.30          YOOF2 Fellowship Group at the Vicarage 
 

EVENTS IN JUNE 
Friday 3rd            14.00          Friday Fellowship 
Sunday 5th          10.00          Junior Church Breakfast (£1 per person) 
                           10.30          D Day Service 
Tuesday 7th        14.15          MU - ‘The Samaritans’ 
Wednesday 8th   19.45          Evening Wives 
Thursday 9th       09.45          Travelling Library at Cosham Baptist Church 
Saturday 11th                       Fashion Show for Portsdown Parish Centre 
Monday 13th       19.30          PCC 
Friday 17th          14.00          Friday Fellowship 
Sunday 19th        10.30          Junior Church              (Father’s Day!) 
Tuesday 21st                        MU Outing to Stourhead 
Thursday 23rd     12.00          MU Wave of Prayer 
 

EVENTS IN JULY 
Saturday 2nd                        Christ Church Summer Fete 
Sunday 3rd          10.30         Rev Sandy Phillips Ordination as Priest 
                           12.00          Parish Lunch in Church Hall 
Monday 11th       19.30          PCC 
Saturday 23rd-30th               Parish Summer Holiday to the Isle of Wight 
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From the Top of the Hill 
Portsdown Vicarage. 

 

It is really exciting at Christ Church.  It feels as though 
we have embarked on a great adventure.  We are al-
ways facing new questions and trying new things.  
Some of this is welcome, and some of this is more 

challenging – because it means change.  But, if we really want to get any-
where with God we have got to be prepared and ready to adapt and adjust.   
 

This mixture of the exciting and yet daunting feelings must be similar to 
those of God’s people in Exodus as they were led by Moses from captivity 
in Egypt to freedom in the land of God’s promise.  Exodus is such a stirring 
part of the Bible.  There is so much in Exodus that is relevant for us at 
Christ Church as we continue to move ahead into unfamiliar territory, as we 
develop our worship, fellowship and resources.  No wonder that in the 
monthly Parish Meetings and House Groups there has been so much lively 
discussion arising from our reflections based on Exodus.  We are seeing 
that inn the same way that the Israelites had to constantly depend on God, 
so must we.  Our lively discussion must also be turned into heartfelt prayer 
and deeper reflection on the Bible so that together we can remain open to 
God and his leading.  Also the greater number of people involved in this un-
dertaking, the greater the possibility of properly discerning God’s intentions 
(and putting our own limited expectations in their place).   
 

The major thing we learn from Exodus is that God was leading his people 
into the ability to be his people who would freely worship and serve him, be-
ing an example to their neighbours.  In order to get the best out of God’s 
plan for us, we need to ask ‘who are we following? - who are we putting 
first?’ Should we be committed to an earthly power, or to our own personal 
inclinations, or to a heavenly power and divine will? These questions are 
important for us today as we face new experiences and challenging deci-
sions with regards making meaningful progress with the Portsdown Parish 
Centre Project and all of the redevelopment and reorganising that will be 
involved in that project.  What are the important questions?  How do we de-
cide what needs to be replaced or removed?  When does our desire for 
continuity become mere nostalgia?  How do we decide upon the new facili-
ties to be installed?  How do we distinguish between ideas that are of our 
own fashioning, and those that are truly of God?  How do we ensure that 
we remain God-centred?  Do we want our opinions to be heard and appre-
ciated?  Do we want a place where we can be understood and supported 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

through this time of change?  This cannot happen on an individual 
basis. We need each other.   
 

The monthly Parish Meeting and House Groups are all ways in which 
we can get to grips with these things in a down to earth way.  Seri-
ously meeting these questions will need better communication sup-
port and understanding amongst us as a fellowship.  If we don’t meet 
to share and support one another then we will find we end up with a 
lot of unhappy people with unfulfilled dreams.  So, in order to be 
more positive about the future we all need to be sharing in the 
prayerful process of discernment, and listening closely to God©s 
word, and being open to the guidance of God©s Spirit through partici-
pating in the media provided – that of the House Groups.   
These Groups ought to be places of fellowship. This means more 
than Bible ‘study’.  It means reflecting on God’s word, supporting one 
another in prayer, and worshipping together, so that we can grow to-
gether.   
 

Once again permit me to encourage you all to link up with a House 
Group.  Talk to any one of the ministry team about them if you wish.  
The Groups meet monthly on different nights of the week.  I am sure 
that we will all benefit and find the experience truly rewarding and ful-
filling.   
 

                                                                          Paul Norton, Vicar.  

� � � � � � �� 	 � �
� 
 � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � �	 
 � � �� � 
 � �
� � � � � � � 
 � �� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � 
 � �� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � �

�

� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� 
 � �� � � � � 
 �� � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � �� � �� �	 � � � �� � � � �
� � � � � � ��� � � �� � � � � �� � � �� � ��� ��
 �� � � �� � � �� �
 � 	 � �� �� 
 � �� � � ��

 � � � � 
 ��� �� �! � � � � � " �� � � �� � ��� 
 � � � � " �
  �
 � � �� � �� � �! �� � � � ��� � � �
# � � �� 
 � ��� � � � � �
 � �� � 
 � �� � � �� � � � � � ��

�

� � �$� �
 �� � �� 
 �� � � �� � � �
  �� � �� � � �� � � � � � � ��
 � � � ! � � �� 
 �� � 
 � � � � �
parish.administrator@christchurchportsdown.org 



6 

From the Other Side of the Hill����
 

When people comment on ‘my bit’ I find it encourag-
ing - they may not always agree with me but at least 
it has given them something to think about and it 
shows that our magazine is useful. The strength of 
any fellowship is not that everyone concurs on every 
issue but that there is freedom and openness so 
that ideas and thoughts can be shared.  
 

During our Lenten Home Groups the participants 
valued the opportunity to voice feelings and con-

cerns as well as to enjoy times of happiness and laughter. The com-
mon denominator is our faith in Jesus Christ and our desire to learn 
from God’s Word . These still continue to be the basis of our on-going 
monthly meetings.  
 

The importance of God’s Word was eloquently illustrated during our  
Bible reading marathon. It was uplifting to see people sitting in church 
focussed on their Bibles, as each reader completed 5, 10, 20 or more 
minutes. Whatever was being read ‘fed’ us in some way. Sometimes 
powerful familiar words reminded us of God’s love and our duty; or 
comforting words to reassure us. At other times there were unpro-
nounceable names which brought a relieved smile, or harsh words that 
sadly reminded us of the situation in the Holy Land. There was humour 
when someone seemed to be reading appropriate passages for them-
selves or when there seemed to be an unsuitable combination of 
reader and verses. Such was the relaxed atmosphere and yet the con-
viction that we were all involved in something very, very special and un-
forgettable. A truly pre-Easter feast for our spirits, the solid food men-
tioned in I Corinthians 3v2 and Hebrews 5. 
 

Still to come (as they say) are Ascension Day and Pentecost - the op-
portunities to remind ourselves of events which focus on Christ leaving 
his original disciples on earth and handing over to them the responsibil-
ity of his growing church .Without their commitment we would not have 
Christ Church or membership of a worldwide church. But it is not that 
we need to emulate their style, only remember that the same Spirit of 
Pentecost can also work in us, when we allow him.    
                                                                         Cynthia Whittle, Reader  
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BIBLE READING MARATHON UPDATE 
Few parishioners can be unaware that from 13th to 17th March our 
church was open all (24) hours for an event that caused considerable 
interest and was well reported in the press. Many people from nearby 
churches and schools gave support, lots of other churches were pray-
ing for us, and we had a lot of most helpful advice from St. Mary©s 
Swinford, Derbyshire. We read the whole Bible aloud (with 300 sepa-
rate reading "slots") and there were a total of 200 visitors to the church 
during the week. 
The intangible benefits and the atmosphere were highlights - people 
really appreciated getting stuck into the scriptures, hearing chunks of 
history and some fascinating prophesies.  Here are some of the quotes 
from people during the event: "It was an amazing experience"….“It 
gives you a much better perspective on biblical history to read several 
chapters".……  "That©s just what is happening in the Middle East 
NOW…....""It brought the Bible alive"............. 
The Psalms took 5 hours 5 minutes, Genesis took 3.75 hours, and 
other long books were Jeremiah, Lamentations and Daniel. The short-
est books were Obadiah and Jonah. The time we took to read the Bible 
was 77 hours 35 minutes. St Mary©s, Swinford had taken 80 hours 11 
minutes, so we were quicker - that is why we are claiming the world re-
cord! We are asking all the stewards to sign a formal document in 
church confirming that nothing was left out.  
The total cash raised towards the project funds exceeds £4400 (of 
which over £3200 was from sponsors) so that, with gift aid, we are over 
£5000. We need the remaining sponsorship forms and money to be 
handed in, to get closer to our target.  
It was a most worthwhile occasion and we would like to thank all those 
who took part or supported the event. We have much for which to 
praise the Lord during that week. 

Pauline Metcalfe and Patrick Whittle 
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Portsdown Parish Centre 
 

“on top of the hill  
and at the heart of the community”  

 
Good News for  

Portsdown Parish Centre 
 

Progress in putting the project on a sound business footing and ex-
ploring ways of funding the development has been sustained over 
the last few months and now receives a big boost.  The PCC has ap-
pointed the Lorica Trust as consultants to work with the Project 
Leadership Team and the PCC over the next few months.  The out-
come from this period of activity is intended to be a plan for a finan-
cially feasible development – in other words we should know exactly 
what we can afford to do and roughly where the money will come 
from. 
 

You may have heard of the Lorica Trust – they are, very successfully 
it seems, working with the Revd David Power on the huge develop-
ment of St. Cuthbert’s Church in North End.  Lorica specialises in 
the financing of the development of churches and over a number of 
years has built up a considerable base of expertise.  Initial discus-
sions with them reveal that they feel very positive about our project 
here at Portsdown and they encourage us to think boldly about how 
we might achieve our aims. 
 

The main thrust of their activity will be to survey our existing facili-
ties – the church and the hall and explore the options for securing a 
commercial partner so that we can attract a large sum of funding for 
the development.  Lorica has excellent contacts in the local area and 
in establishing business interest in our development will be working 
to gain the support of MPs, councillors, community leaders and local 
senior business executives.  This is going to be a very exciting few 
months and the PLT are all looking forward to working with Lorica in 
making huge progress with the project.  We will need to remain open 
minded about the outcomes of this work – it may be that, as well as 
the church, the hall site will undergo transformation too in best meet-
ing the needs of our community through this development – watch 
this space! 

 Sheila Gill – on behalf of the Project Leadership Team 
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Portsdown Parish Centre 
 

“on top of the hill  
and at the heart of the community”  

 
Comment Book 

 
There is now a Portsdown Parish Centre Project Comment Book situ-
ated at the back of the church.  We encourage you to write any ques-
tions or comments that you have on a left hand side page and, as ap-
propriate, a member of the PLT will give a response on the adjacent 
right hand page.  Please also do talk to members of the team who will 
be only too happy to answer queries and update you on what is going 
on.  This is your project and what you think matters. 

Sheila Gill – on behalf of the Project Leadership Team 
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Parish Summer Holiday 
 

Set sail with us to the Isle of Wight for our Parish Holiday! 
Bookings now being taken. 

 

Venue: Winchester House, Shanklin, IoW 
23rd - 30th July 2005 

Adult  £170           Child (2 - 17) £150 
 

Bed, Breakfast, Packed Lunch and Evening Meal 
 

Join in or do your own thing! 
 

To book your place sign the list at the back of 
the Church 

 or contact parish.
administrator@christchurchportsdown.org 

Christian Aid Week May 15th—21st 
“ We believe in life before death”  

 

Christian Aid Week is on May 15th—21st.  
This is the week we shall be collecting.  

 

On Sunday May 8th, Amy Allen, one of the Southern Area Co-ordinators, 
will be speaking at the 10.30 Family Service. This is our launch weekend 

and the start of the week we deliver envelopes. 
 

I know I can rely on you all to help with this. You were wonderful last year. 
 

I am hoping that some new faces will join the team this year. Do please 
volunteer and help fill the chart which will be at the back of the church from 

Sunday May 1st. 
 

Pray with me that this year Christ Church will help in a big way to  
“ Make Poverty History”  

contact parish.administrator@christchurchportsdown.org 
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Mission of the Month 
Christian Aid 

Prayer 
Bookmark 

 

For our incapacity to feel 
the sufferings of others, 
And our tendency to live 

comfortably with injustice, 
God, forgive us. 

For the self-righteousness 
which denies guilt, 

And the self-interest which 
strangles compassion, 

God, forgive us. 
For those who live their 

lives in careless unconcern 
Who cry ‘Peace, peace’ 
when there is no peace, 

We ask your mercy. 
For our failings in  

community, our lack of  
understanding, 

We ask your mercy. 
For our lack of forgiveness, 

openness, sensitivity, 
God, forgive us. 

For the times we were  
too eager to be better  

than others, 
When we are too  
rushed to care, 

When we are too tired  
to bother, 

When we don’t really listen, 
When we are too quick to 

act from motives other  
than love, 

God, forgive us. “ We believe in life  
before death”  

Christian Aid Week, 15-21 May 2005 
 

Making poverty history:  
the trade justice campaign 

 

The UK government is committed to 
making 2005 a year when poverty is on 
the international agenda. To tackle pov-

erty it must address the injustices in 
world trade. Christian Aid Week this year 

asks churches to call for trade justice. 
Free trade means that governments may 
not interfere in the market place, and all 
traders – from rich and poor countries 
alike – must face each other in open 

competition. This gives the poorest no 
chance. To begin to make a decent living 

for their families they need some help 
from their government to support their 
industries – that is they need trade jus-

tice, not free trade. 
This is why Christian Aid is campaigning 
for trade justice, not free trade. The cam-
paign is informed by the biblical vision of 
a just world where the needs of the poor-

est people are met. To compete in to-
day’s global marketplace poor farmers 

and traders need special help from their 
governments until they are strong 

enough to manage without it. 
To find out more go to www.caweek.org 

or call 08080 006 006. 
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GIVE THANKS  
for the unexpected blessings 
and good experiences in our 

lives, day by day  
 

PRAY  
for all who are adjusting to 

new circumstances or facing 
changes in their lives, to see 

God’s hand at work   
 

PRAISE GOD  
for ways in which he has 

guided and led us in large 
and small matters, and  
answered our prayers 

 
REMEMBER  

couples being married, and 
those being baptised, that 

they may know the love and 
power of the Lord Jesus. 

 
GIVE THANKS  

for special events past, and  
planned, that fellowship and 

effective witness may be 
strengthened.  

 
PRAY 

for the newly elected leaders 
and for wise government of 

our  city, county and country.   

 

PARISH HOLIDAY 
 

Final numbers of those going on the 
parish holiday at Winchester House on 
the Isle of Wight, from July 23rd to July 
30th, are needed by May 8th.    
 

The full fees will be required please 
next month, after we have had our 
meeting of all the holiday makers. 
Please note that children’s rate applies 
up to 17 years.  
 

You are reminded that the car ferry 
gets booked up on Saturdays in sum-
mer, so if you are planning to take a 
car you should reserve your space in 
good time. 
 
    

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP 
 

Friday Fellowship meetings will  
continue on the following Friday after-
noons, in the Church Hall, from  
2.00 to 4.00 pm on :- 
May 6th  and  May 20th  
June 3rd and June 17th  
July 1st  Strawberry Tea   
 
Anyone can come along for a friendly 
chat over a cup of tea! 
Let us know if you need a lift. 

Parish Prayer  
Bookmark 
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More From the Church Archives…. (5) 
 

Clippings from May church magazines from 1961- 
62 and 1971-74.  
In 1961 The APCM learnt that 617 members on the 
Electoral Roll were still chiefly residing outside the 
parish. Fete stallholders would include Mesdames 
Pinestone, Edmonds, Wassell and Oakshatt.  
One event would be a Police Dog Handling Demonstration 
In l962 The Vicar reported a church hall maintenance cost of £2 per 
day and letting charges were increased. CMS Mission Partners Bill 
and Nancy Butler commented on how, after 23 years in Uganda, 
five as Archdeacon of Busoga, his job involved a great deal of trav-
elling to visit 500 churches in his district. He mentioned too that their 
daughter Anne was awaiting School Certificate results in her Ken-
yan school.* 
In 1971 A Renewal Campaign began - successor to Planned Giving 
and Development projects in 1964 and 1967. The Vicar stressed the 
need for offering (i) leisure time, noting that all time belongs to God 
and that we ought to devote some in Christian service (ii) money, 
noting that Christ Church needed a minimum of 200 (!) envelope 
subscribers,  and (iii) abilities, people should not keep special tal-
ents to themselves but offer them in the service of the church. 
In 1972 The Archdeacon followed custom and summoned the clergy 
and churchwardens to attend his ‘court’ at which he would formally 
admit the churchwardens and give his charge to them. 
In 1973 People were asked to subscribe to interest free share loans 
in order to enable the overhaul of the church organ to proceed 
quickly. 
Ascension Day reminds us that JESUS IS KING, inviting allegiance;  
JESUS IS WITH US, sharing our lives;  JESUS PRAYS FOR US , 
our intercessor;  JESUS HELPS US  - our sustainer. 
In 1974 George Gebauer wrote: For renewal we need to set aside 
time, longer than the usual time of worship, to look at ourselves lest 
we dry up and grind to a halt in our spiritual life and activities. He 
said we need a time of retreat to “get away from it all”. 
 
* Anne Butler later became matron of the Surrey boarding school 
which was attended by Paul and Liz Whittle and Tim Ames.  
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A Prayer…. 
Holy Spirit of God, light a flame within me, 
burning for justice, glowing with kindness, 
shining with hope for the end of poverty, 
and the peace of all people, in this ever-turning world. Amen. 

Thank You…. 
to everyone in Christ Church for the wonderful support they have shown 
me during these sad and difficult weeks. The caring and love, that came 
through the many beautiful cards and letters I received, helped me tre-
mendously. Knowing that there are so many friends, as close as family, 
will stay with me always. A special thanks to Paul for his uplifting service 
at Patsy’s funeral. Thank you. God bless you all. 

David Salmond 

Remembering Patsy 
The following poem was written by Patsy Salmond’s close friend, Edna 
Davies, and read by Edna at Patsy’s funeral on April 4th. 
 
Life is like a symphony played by a full orchestra - the sweet purity of vio-
lins, the haunting sadness of cellos, the perky woodwinds, the triumphant 
brass, the tranquillity of the harp. 
If you have stood beside a brook whose banks are dotted with primroses, 
and celebrated the coming of spring, 
If you have heard a song-thrush high in a tree in midsummer, and gloried 
in the sound, 
If you have run laughing through a carpet of autumn leaves and rejoiced 
at being alive, 
If you have gazed at the silvered moon on a still winter’s night  and been 
calmed, 
If you have married and found great joy, 
If you have played with children and watched them grow, 
If you have used your God-given talents to cheer and comfort others,  
If you have been widely and truly loved, Then your life has been the 
greatest symphony ever written. 

Edna Davies 
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The Cross 
 

It’s the picture of violence 
Yet the key to peace 
 

A picture of suffering 
Yet the key to healing 
 

A picture of death 
Yet the key to life 
 

A picture of utter weakness 
Yet the key to power 

A picture of capital punishment 
Yet the key to mercy and  
Forgiveness 
 

A picture of vicious hatred 
Yet the key to love 
 

A picture of supreme shame 
Yet the Christian’s supreme 
boast 

David Watson 

Haggis Supper 
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make the haggis Sup-
per go with a swing. Tatties and Neeps peelers and cookers and all 
those who made the tarts did a great job. Also, a special thank you to 
the young people, who helped Ros on front of house and then 
cleared and washed up, namely Alice, Chloe, Laura, Lindsay and 
Susie. 

Irene Joly 
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For The Record 
 

For data privacy reasons this detail is excluded from the web  
version of the magazine 

 
Webmaster 

Rookery News 
This year there are approximately 65 occupied rooks nests in 
our rookery; a slightly reduced number from 2004 when there 
were 75. It is an important site in our area and is a privilege to 
have in our churchyard. 
Nests that survive winter gales are repaired and new ones built 
to replace winter losses. The nest of sticks has a deep cup and 
is lined with grass and moss. The eggs, 3 - 6 in number, are 
pale bluish green with dark spots. The female incubates them 
for 16 - 18 days. We can expect to see the chicks fluttering 
among the gravestones after spending 30 - 36 days in the 
nest. 
Rooks feed on open farmland and have a diet of invertebrates 
and vegetable matter such as grain and berries. 
Perhaps the short time in which debris lies on the church ap-
proaches is a small price to pay for being chosen by these 
birds as a suitable place in which to rear their young. 

Margaret and Martin Baggs 
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Highlights of P.C.C. Meeting  
held on March 7th 2005 

 

Bible Reading Marathon;- This was a great success - to date 
£4252.69.has been raised There are also photos available at 50p each. 
APCM 17TH. March 2005;- Rosemary Filtness was elected as Church 
Warden. 
EGM;- Was held after the 10.30 service on the 10th April. Ros Molloy 
and Andy Minchin were elected to be Deanery Synod representative  . 
First Aiders;- There is still time for you to sign up for this course. 
Please contact Gill Cross..   
Finance ;- The majority of the Hall works have been paid for. The new 
toilet needs decorating - and new front doors are to be fitted. Thanks to 
the £5k lottery payment all the current work in the Hall has been met 
without undue strain on the Church Finances. 
Junior Church:- Sadly Sally Carter is leaving due to work commitments 
More helpers are needed. Stepping Out Group and others to consider 
how children and young people are integrated into the church. 
Chairman’s Remarks:- Revd. Paul Norton is to attend a meeting to or-
ganise  “2000 minutes of Praise” which is to be held at Springfield 
School. This will be during the Pentecost w/e from 9 am Saturday until 
6.30 pm Sunday  
Kairos:-  Andy Minchin to present Kairos cluster plans at Deanery 
Synod  
Portsdown Parish Centre;- Alison Norton & Andy Minchin are to set up 
a Project display at the west end of the church. 
A “Comment Book” is to be placed at the back of the church for parish-
ioners to note their queries, questions or suggestions on the develop-
ment. 
Future Dates;-PCC meeting 9th May 2005 


