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SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

Sunday 4th                     Trinity 15 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 2) 
10.30            Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 7th 
10.00            Midweek Communion 
 

Sunday 11th                   Trinity 16 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 1) 
10.30            Family Service and Parade 
                      
Wednesday 14th 
10.00            Midweek Communion 
 

Sunday 18th                   Trinity 17 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 2) 
10.30            Holy Communion 
                     Junior Church 
 

Wednesday 21st 
10.00            Midweek Communion  
 

Sunday 25th                   Trinity 18 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 1) 
10.30            Family Service and Baptism 
18.30            Kairos Civic Harvest Service at St. John’s 
 
Wednesday 28th 
10.00            Midweek Communion (MU Corporate Service) 
 
Sunday 2nd October     Trinity 19 
08.00            Holy Communion (Order 2) 
10.30            Holy Communion 
                     Junior Church 

Romans 13:18-end 
Matthew 15:18-20 

Phil 1:21-end 
Matthew 20:1-16 

Phil 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18;21-35 

Open Church 
 

Christ Church is open 10.00-12.00 daily  
from April to September 

 

Volunteers needed please. 

Phil 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-end 
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EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday 6th        14.15          MU Service in Church 
Wednesday 7th   19.30          PCC (note change of date) 
Thursday 8th       09.45          Travelling Library at Cosham Baptist Church 
Sunday 11th        18.30          YOOF2 (Venue tba) 
Tuesday 13th      20.00          Junior Church Leaders Meeting 
Saturday 17th      18.30          Hall of Sound in Church 
Tuesday 20th      14.15          MU “Portsmouth Water” Ian Limb 
Wednesday 21st 19.30          Joint Home Groups Cheese and Wine  
                                               Evening at the Vicarage 
Saturday 24th      08.00          Men’s Breakfast 
 

EVENTS IN OCTOBER 
Saturday 1st        19.00          Music and Dance Evening for Project 
Sunday 2nd         10.30          Junior Church 
Tuesday 4th        14.15          MU “Hearing God’s Call” Sandy Phillips 
Saturday 8th        19.00          Concert in Church for Project by  
                                               East Hants Townswomens Guild Choir 
Sunday 9th          10.30          Harvest Festival Service 
                             18.30          YOOF2 
Monday 10th       19.30          PCC 
Thursday 13th     09.45          Travelling Library at Cosham Baptist Church 
Saturday 15th      19.00          Harvest Supper 
Sunday 16th        10.30          Junior Church 
Tuesday 18th      14.15          Christ Church MU - 70 Years On! 
Saturday 22nd     10.00          MU Coffee Morning and Cake Stall 
                             18.30          Hall of Sound in Church 
 

EVENTS IN NOVEMBER 
Tuesday 1st        14.15          MU “The Last Journey of St. Paul” 
Saturday 5th        08.00          Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday 6th          10.30          Junior Church 
Thursday 10th     09.45          Travelling Library at Cosham Baptist Church 
Sunday 13th        10.30          Remembrance Sunday Parade Service 
                             18.30          YOOF2 
Monday 14th       19.30          PCC 
Tuesday 15th      14.15          MU “My Easy War” Godfrey Joly 
Saturday 19th                        Wine Tasting or Skittles Evening for Project  
Sunday 20th        10.30          Junior Church 
Saturday 26th      18.30          Hall of Sound in Church 
Sunday 27th                          Advent Sunday !! 
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From the Other Side of the Hill 

 
One of my more relaxing jobs I do is to mow our 
back lawn. I had a new mower for Mothering Sun-
day (MY request!) so I enjoy its efficiency. I can’t do 
strimming or hedge cutting  - I can’t even lift the 
equipment so I share the gardening by doing the 
bits I can and relying on help from Patrick for the 
others. 

 
He sometimes dreads me wandering round with determination and 
secateurs because it often means several bags of rubbish, which 
needs a trip to the amenity site (we call it the “tip”).  
The sharing of jobs is what makes our church run smoothly. Some 
tasks I can do, and should do, because of my licence. Sandy has 
other tasks that she can do since her ordination. We might do other 
things too but there are some that I believe we should not have to 
do.  
 
Much as I enjoy meeting visitors in ‘Open Church’, arranging flow-
ers, serving coffee, tidying the grounds, reading lessons, or leading 
intercessions, I do not volunteer for these because there ought to 
be enough other members of the congregation for those rotas. Es-
pecially if you know that you would not be able to preach, or lead 
services, or take funerals or weddings, spend a day preparing ser-
mons or writing magazine material…  
 
Harvest is upon us - a time to think about what we can offer to God 
in gratitude for his blessings. Token gifts on a Sunday morning will 
be used wisely. But what longer lasting gifts might we offer? A 
morning in church welcoming and sharing with visitors; an after-
noon or an evening learning and sharing with a Home Group; an 
afternoon chatting to someone house bound; or chatting to older 
people at Friday Fellowship; some physical strength (weather per-
mitting) to help keep the churchyard tidy? These are just a few pos-
sibilities : if you can commit a little time, then someone will find you 
a job to do!  A new ‘term’ is beginning, bringing new opportunities 
and, who knows, a newness of life….. 
 
                                                                 Cynthia Whittle, Reader  
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Christ Church Portsdown 2005 Parish Holiday 
— a KAIROS experience 

 

From 23rd to 30th July, 2005, 21 adults and 8 children from our parish 
stayed at Winchester House, Sandown, Isle of Wight. 
 

We knew we would share the house with groups from Woolston and 
Hamble. We expected change, as we knew that the YMCA had 
taken over the managerial side from GFS. The physical changes to 
the house generally made for a less cluttered, lighter environment - 
we liked the new carpets in the public areas but some bedrooms 
were less friendly to Áolder people© with extra bunks and no ward-
robes. However the food was as good as ever, well-presented, rea-
sonable choice and served by cheerful young people. We could 
have had some sunnier weather but it did not prevent relaxation, 
unwinding and exploration. 
 

As Christ Church was the main group, it seemed up to us to maintain 
Átraditions© of our previous visits although some other folk had holi-
dayed there for 15 years. We did have: Grace before meals; a 20 
minute simple service in the Chapel at 8.am each morning, and also 
a brief 10 minute evening Epilogue, in the lounge, after taking the 
lead in organising evening activities. At first the Ámingling© was slightly 
reluctant by the other groups but half way through they provided an 
organist to share the morning music with Stuart Davies and his guitar 
and some of the others joined our 15 regulars. In the evenings too 
our strange rules for Beetle and 3-handed Whist were mainly ac-
cepted thanks to the organisation and preparation by Stuart Davies 
and Roger Banks, whilst Patrick Whittles Ábreakfast puzzles© attracted 
keen competition. The Ágrown-up© children were exemplary in their 
patience being role models to the younger ones. 
 

On the first Sunday some of our group went to Newport churches 
others to Christ Church Sandown whilst the Woolston and Hamble 
folk used the Chapel. In fact 8 different churches were represented 
from two dioceses. Four were high C of E ; two were URC and one 
was Methodist. Within these were also some Pentecostals and a cou-
ple of non-church folk!!! That the general comment was how well we 
all got on together indicated the friendliness and KAIROS spirit that 
pertained by the end of the week. Participants will have their own dif-
ferent stories. I can only state that there were many blessings from 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

the opportunities to care and share and make new friends whilst being 
freed from meal preparation. Several people, young and old, pro-
gressed - physically, mentally or spiritually. Praise God! 
My thanks go to Stuart and Roger especially but to all our holiday-
makers for their support and willingness to help in all sorts of ways - 
not least to show their talents in the "concert" on the final evening. 

Cynthia Whittle 
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Mission of the Month 
Parish Centre Project 

Prayer 
Bookmark 

 
 

PRAY  
for those unknown to us in 
the parish who carry heavy 

burdens  
 

PRAISE GOD  
for  the work of the Kairos 
initiative within our cluster 

of churches. 
 

PRAY  
for the Widley Youth Pro-

ject, Purbrook Park School, 
Junior Church and all 
teachers & leaders  

 
THANK GOD 

for all who visit or use our 
church or hall and pray for 
a closer integration into the 

whole community.  
 

PRAY 
for all involved with our par-
ish project and planning for 

the future 

Christ’s Life  
for the Community 

 

Mission is not the prerogative of the  
specially ordained or even those with a 
specific calling. It is the concern of ALL 

who profess to follow Jesus and obey his 
commandment to ‘Go into all the 

world’. Our ‘world’ begins in Widley, 
just as in the time of the Apostles their 

‘world’ began in Jerusalem.  
 

Our Parish Centre Project is a mission 
project along with other activities which 
seek to encourage people to share in 

Christian fellowship with us - not only on 
Sundays.  

 
As well as overseas and home missions, 

we support the  
Widley Detached Youth Workers.  

 
We also have involvement within our  
local Kairos cluster. As this is the only 
church in our parish we have a special 
responsibility to people who live here. 
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GIVE THANKS  
for the many blessings from 

our holidays, visitors and  the 
unexpected surprises or 

ways in which God has en-
abled us to carry on sharing 
tasks during our Vicar’s ab-

sence 
 

PRAY  
for preparation for the new 
sessions of Junior Church, 

Evening Wives, Widley Tod-
dlers Home Groups,  M.U., 
Friday Fellowship, Men’s 

Breakfasts, and all our musi-
cians… 

 
GIVE THANKS  

for the new HQ for Brownies, 
Cubs, Scouts & Guides, pray 

for their leaders and all in 
changed roles: our new war-
dens, curate Sandy, trainee 

Trevor, administrator Keith…. 
 

PRAISE GOD  
for successful exam results, 
operations & treatments, and 

pray for any moving on to 
new experiences 

 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP 
 

Friday Fellowship meetings are from 2 
pm to 4 pm in the hall and will be start-
ing up again on  
Friday 2nd September,  
then on 
16th September,  
7th October, 21st October, 
4th November, 18th November, 
2nd December and the 
Christmas Lunch  will be on  
16th December (12 noon) 
Bring a friend! 
 
 

HOME GROUPS 
 

A social evening is planned for  
present and potential members of the 
HOME GROUPS that meet monthly in 

our parish.  
Everyone interested is invited on 

Wednesday 21st September, 7.30 pm 
at the Vicarage.  

Come and hear about the  
autumn programme.  

Parish Prayer  
Bookmark 



9 

More From the Church Archives…. (9) 
 

Extracts from September church magazines in 
1961- 62 and 1971-74.  
 

In 1961  Wardens Frank Salter and Reg Waterfield 
listed all that Sequestration meant during the  
vacancy and asked for continued support from  
everyone during the interim period. 
 

In 1962  The Vicar Vernon Herbert wrote that Harvest is a time 
when we can thank God for having plenty to eat. Each church full of 
people at this time could be filled twice over with those for whom 
harvest is a myth. With over 2000 millions undernourished Christ 
still says, “When I was hungry you gave me nothing to eat”. 
 

In 1971  Michaelmas was a combined Harvest and Parish Gift Day. 
There was a notice that House Groups would be formed to prepare 
for  Bible Week in March 1972. All who call themselves “church peo-
ple" should consider our responsibility in taking part in shared  
experiences. 
 

In 1972 We were reminded Harvest is not only food to eat but there 
is a spiritual harvest to be ‘reaped’ as part of our Christian commit-
ment.  
An article about the way we preach referred to pressures of the  
current propaganda and advertisements. Problems included: lack of 
continuity and feedback, bad acoustics and, “although the preacher 
may have prayerfully prepared, have the congregation done so”?  
 

In 1973  Former Curate Peter Collins would preach at our Harvest. 
The Mothers’ Union Central Council was considering a new consti-
tution to take account of changing situations in the 20th century  
 

In 1974  Rev George Gebauer wrote that Holy Communion is the 
“cement” holding “living stones” together. In REMEMBRANCE  we 
receive GRACE with THANKSGIVING  “as often as you drink it”. 
Rev Peter Price wrote about his experiences visiting on the Crook-
horn Estate, giving his new Crookhorn Lane address. He had met 
with staff from Southdown College, Crookhorn School and the  
Morelands Schools. He asked for continued prayer for his work….. 
(NB Church of the Good Shepherd needs our prayers today in their 
inter-regnum) 
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Portsdown Parish Centre 
“ on top of the hill and at the heart 

of the community”  
 

In and around holidays the project team con-
tinue to work in making progress with the pro-

ject, reporting to the PCC monthly.  We are fortunate to have such a 
group of committed people some of whom, as well as demanding day 
jobs and home life, manage always to be at meetings and contribute so 
much in between times.  To many people it may be hard to see any pro-
gress with the project but believe me, behind the scenes, the work goes 
on.  The main task since May has been to establish the financial fea-
sibility of the architect’s plans for the development of the church.  
This is being done in conjunction with the Lorica Finance and Develop-
ment Trust; consultants who specialise in the financing of church devel-
opment projects.  At the end of August they will present their report to 
the Project Leadership Team.  After discussion with the PCC we will 
soon be clear about the next stage of the project. 
 

At the same time, members of the project team are talking to the 
main hall user groups about their use of the facilities and their needs 
for the future.  If decisions have to be made that affect the hall then we 
must be able to take into account the requirements of these groups.  
We have been heartened by the level of support for the development of 
our facilities to better provide for community needs.   
 

It is hard not to conjecture on what might happen next!  I am reminded 
of so much news reporting on the radio and television – news presenter 
asks: “if the scenario is …… then what do you think is likely to happen?” 
I guess you are all doing it!  Well it’s very simple really - if it is feasible 
for us to try to raise the £1.67million estimated as necessary to fund the 
approved architects plans then this report will tell us how.  There are 
only a limited number of sources of funds: commercial partners, grant-
making trusts, the Lottery and what we can raise as a Parish.  If we are 
advised that this size of project is not feasible for us then we will have to 
amend our plans within a budget figure based on how much money we 
might realistically expect to raise from each source.  The great thing is 
that Lorica is very familiar with the financial environment in this area and 
for this type of project and so we should have confidence in the content 
of their report - whatever it is.  
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In September the team will work hard with the PCC and in consulta-
tion with Lorica to set a budget for the project and programme for 
the next stage – an agreed detailed design.  The most important 
thing, if we have to consider changing our plans, will be to remain 
focussed on the aim of this project: “ To make more effective use 
of parish buildings for the benefit of the community and to en-
able improved provision of services into the community.”   This 
is what we are all working for and an exciting prospect it is too.  
 

Later in September, members of the PCC are to meet with repre-
sentatives from the Lorica Trust and some of our project patrons at 
a social event organised by the Project Leadership Team.  You may 
be interested to know that a special guest will be Brigadier John 
Deverell whose ancestor founded Christ Church in 1874.  It is en-
couraging that he is showing such interest in the current develop-
ment initiative.  
 

As the detailed design phase progresses there will be a good deal 
of consultation throughout the parish and a series of informative 
and social events to involve a wider number of people. 
 

Much gratitude is due to all those who have helped to boost pro-
ject funds by about £10,000 since November 2004.  Thank you to 
everyone who continues to work for and support this important pro-
ject. 
 

As the well known hymn says…” God is working his purpose out”  
 

Sheila Gill  
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SOME GOOD ADVICE! 
 

If a dog were the teacher you would learn stuff like:  
When loved ones come home, always run to greet them.  
Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride. 
Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face 
to be pure ecstasy.  
When it©s in your best interest, practice obedience. 
Let others know when they©ve invaded your territory.  

(Continued on page 13) 
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(Continued from page 12) 

Take naps. 
Stretch before rising. 
Run, romp, and play daily. 
Thrive on attention and let people touch you.  
Avoid biting when a simple growl will do. 
On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass. 
On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady tree.  
When you©re happy, dance around and wag your entire body.  
No matter how often you©re scolded, don©t buy into the guilt thing and 
pout ...run right back and make friends. 
Delight in the simple joy of a long walk. 
Eat with gusto and enthusiasm. Stop when you have had enough.  
Be loyal. Never pretend to be something you©re not. 
If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it. 
When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle 
them gently. 

Submitted by Julia Minchin 



14 

� � � � � � � �	 
 � � � �� � � � � � � �	 
 � � � �� � � � � � � �	 
 � � � �� � � � � � � �	 
 � � � � ����
����

	 � � 
 � � � 
 �� � � � �� � � � � � �	 � � 
 � � � 
 �� � � � �� � � � � � �	 � � 
 � � � 
 �� � � � �� � � � � � �	 � � 
 � � � 
 �� � � � �� � � � � � � ����
� �� � �� � � �� �� � �� �� �� � �� � � �� �� � �� �� �� � �� � � �� �� � �� �� �� � �� � � �� �� � �� � ����

����

� � � �� � �� � 
 � � � �� � � �� � �� � 
 � � � �� � � �� � �� � 
 � � � �� � � �� � �� � 
 � � � �
� � ��� � ��� � ��� � ������

����

� �� � � � � �� � � ��� � �� �� �� �� � � � � �� � � ��� � �� �� �� �� � � � � �� � � ��� � �� �� �� �� � � � � �� � � ��� � �� �� �
� � 
 � � �� � 
 � � �� � 
 � � �� � 
 � � � ����

! � � � �� � � � �	 � � �! � � � �� � � � �	 � � �! � � � �� � � � �	 � � �! � � � �� � � � �	 � � � ����
����

" � � � � � � �" � � � � � � �" � � � � � � �" � � � � � � � �� � �� � � ��� � �� � � ��� � �� � � ��� � �� � � �����
" � � � � � � #  �" � � �� � �� �  � � � �" � � $� � �" � � � � � � #  �" � � �� � �� �  � � � �" � � $� � �" � � � � � � #  �" � � �� � �� �  � � � �" � � $� � �" � � � � � � #  �" � � �� � �� �  � � � �" � � $� � � ����

Seafarers Get a Chance to Call Home 
 

For the first time seafarers are just a phone call 
away from their loved ones, thanks to a pioneering 
new calling service. The first pre-paid scheme spe-
cifically designed for seafarers has been launched 
by The Mission to Seafarers and Sea Digital Com-

munications. For the first time seafarers can use a card anywhere in the 
world which allows them to leave a message for their family and 
friends. Seafarers are at sea for weeks on end and even on the best of 
ships it is like being in a metal cage. This new scheme really is a  
lifeline. 

Extract from The Church of England Newspaper 
 

Christ Church supports  
The Mission to Seafarers. 
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The Lord©s Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
 

Our Father in heaven 
Thank you that we may approach you as our Father. 
 

Hallowed be your Name. 
May your Name be honoured by our lives in our suffering and dying 
for Christ sake. 
 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
May you build your Church through suffering. Help us to confess 
your Name faithfully and grant that our persecutors may turn to you. 
 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Supply the needs of your witnesses in prison and their family©s at 
home, the widows and the orphans of the persecuted. 
 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Forgive us when we have been ashamed of your witnesses and 
when we have forgotten them. Forgive us where we have betrayed 
you and lead us back into fellowship with you. Help us to choose to 
forgive those who hurt or harm us. 
 

And lead us not into temptation. 
Keep us from trials, which we cannot bear and give us patience to 
remain steadfast and keep the faith. 
 

But deliver us from the evil one. 
Deliver us from the adversary who roams around us and from his 
helpers. 
 

For yours is the Kingdom. 
You will establish your reign and will judge in your time. 
 

The power. 
You are helping us to remain steadfast unto death. 
 

And the glory forever. 
For in the end all will have to honour you, and every knee will have 
to bow and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

Amen.  
Maranatha.  
Yes come Lord Jesus! 

Clare Vernon 
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Life Ain©t Bad Etymology 
 

The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the 
water temperature isn©t just how you like it, think about how things used 
to be. Here are some facts about the 1500s: 
 

Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in 
May and still smelled pretty good by June. However, they were starting 
to smell, so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour. 
Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married. 
 

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. 
The man of the house had the privilege of the nice 
clean water, then all the other sons and men, then 
the women and finally the children last of all the 
babies. By then the water was so dirty you could 
actually lose someone in it. Hence the saying, 
"Don©t throw the baby out with the bath water." 
 

Houses had thatched roofs - thick straw-piled 
high, with no wood underneath. It was the only place for animals to get 
warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the 
roof. When it rained it became slippery and sometimes the animals 
would slip and off the roof. 
Hence the saying "It©s raining cats and dogs." 
 

There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This posed 
a real problem in the bedroom where bugs and other droppings could 
mess up your nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and a sheet 
hung over the top afforded some protection. That©s how canopy beds 
came into existence. 
 

The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt 
hence the saying "dirt poor." The wealthy had slate floors that would 
get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on 
floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they would add 
more thresh until when you opened the door it would all start slipping 
outside. A piece of wood was placed in the entranceway hence the say-
ing a "threshold!!! 
 

(Getting quite an education, aren©t you?) 
 

In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that al-
(Continued on page 17) 
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(Continued from page 16) 

ways hung over the fire. Every day they lit the fire and 
added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables 
and did not get much meat. They would eat the stew 
for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold over-
night and then start over the next day. Sometimes stew 
had food in it that had been there for quite a while, 
hence the rhyme, "Peas porridge hot, peas porridge 
cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old." 
 

Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special. 
When visitors came over, they would hang up their bacon to show off. It 
was a sign of wealth that a man could "bring home the bacon." 
 

They would cut off a little to share with guests and would all sit around 
and "chew the fat." 
 

Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid con-
tent caused some of the lead to leach onto the food, causing lead poi-
soning. This happened most often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 
years or so, tomatoes were considered poisonous. 
 

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of 
the loaf, the family got the middle, and guests got the top, or "upper 
crust." 
 

Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would 
sometimes knock the imbibers out for a couple of days. Someone walk-
ing along the road would take them for dead and prepare them for burial. 
They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the fam-
ily would gather around and eat and drink and wait and see if they would 
wake up, hence the custom of holding a "wake." 
 

England is old and small and the local folks started running out of places 
to bury people. So they would dig up coffins and would take the bones to 
a "bone! -house" and reuse the grave. When reopening these coffins, 1 
out of 25 coffins were found to have scratch marks on the inside and 
they realized they had been burying people alive. So they would tie a 
string on the wrist of the corpse, lead it through the coffin and up through 
the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone would have to sit out in the 
graveyard all night (the "graveyard shift") to listen for the bell; thus, 
someone could be "saved by the bell" or was considered a "dead ringer." 
 

And that©s the truth... Now, whoever said that History was boring!!! 
Submitted by Julia Minchin 
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A Wonderful Afternoon 
On Saturday afternoon 27th August members and friends of Christ 
Church got together for a barbeque at the Dove’s paddock. The 
weather was beautiful, the fellowship congenial, the food excellent! 
Some walked in Creech Woods and returned exercised and muddy. 
Others stayed and played games or did the quiz. Laura celebrated her 
17th birthday. Thank you to Colin and Ann and team for all their hard 
work and congratulations to all on an enjoyable way of raising £250 for 
the Parish Centre Project. 
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For The Record  

Birthdays  
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My apologies that there are omissions. I will try to catch up on details 
of weddings, funerals and baptisms next month. Meanwhile, if you 
know of birthdays or anniversaries, please let me know in writing. A 
note in the magazine slot at the back of church is ideal, or an email. I 
find I just cannot remember when people give me verbal information 
these days—it must be my age!                                         Editor 

Coincidence 
Was it just coincidence? 
When help was sent to me? 
Did it by chance just happen? 
Or was it meant to be? 
Was there an unseen helper? 
Who planned the timely deed? 
Who knew my situation? 
Who saw and met my need? 
I do not know the answer.  
But strange it seems to be. 
That when I need a helping hand, 
Assistance comes to me. 

Kathleen Gillum 

HE DOESN©T REMEMBER 
A young nun once claimed to have had a vision of Jesus. Her bishop 
decided to test her truthfulness and ordered that the next time she had 
a vision she should ask Christ what the bishop©s primary sin had been 
before he became a bishop.  
 

Some months later the nun returned and the bishop asked if she had 
asked Christ the question, to which she affirmed that she had. "And 
what did he say?" the bishop asked, apprehensively.  
 

"Christ said..." and the nun paused a moment... "He said, ‘I don©t  
remember. ©"  
 

We have a God who not only forgives but forgets!  
Anon. 


