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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

Sunday 4th
08.00

Advent 2
Holy Communion (Order 2)

10.30 Holy Communion
Junior Church
15.00 Christingle

Wednesday 7th

10.00 Midweek Communion

Sunday 1th Advent 3

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1)

10.30 Nativity and Toy Service with
Baptism

Wednesday 14th

10.00 Midweek Communion

Sunday 18th Advent 4

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 2)

10.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Junior Church Christmas Party
Breakfast

19.00 Carols by Candlelight

Wednesday 21st
10.00

Saturday 24th Christmas Eve

15.00 Carols Round the Tree
23.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 25th Christmas Day
08.00 No service

10.00 Crib Service

11.00 Holy Communion (Said)
Wednesday 28th

10.00 Midweek Communion

Saturday 31st New Years Eve
23.30 Watch Night Service

Sunday 1st January Christmas 2
08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1)
10.30 Holy Communion

2 Peter 3:8-end
Mark 1:1-8

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8 and 19-28

Romans 16:25-end
Luke 1:26-38

Midweek Communion (MU Corporate Service)

Isaiah 52:7-10
John 1:1-14

Luke 2:1-7 (Crib Service)
John 1:1-14 (Communion)

Naming of Christ

Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:15-21




EVENTS IN DECEMBER

Friday 2nd 14.00 Friday Fellowship

Tuesday 6th 14.15 MU Carol Service and Christmas Tea

Wednesday 7th 19.30 Parish Meeting in Church

Thursday 8th 09.45 Travelling Library at Cosham Baptist Church
10.00 Parish Project “Masterclass” in Church

Saturday 10th  14.00 Junior Church Rehearsal for Nativity
19.30 HAGO Concert in Church for Project

Sunday 11th 18.30 YOOF2 at the Randalls

Monday 12th 19.30 PCC

Tuesday 13th  19.30 Carol Singing (meet at the Church Hall)

Wednesday 14th 19.30 Carol Singing (meet at the Church Hall)

Thursday 15th  19.30 Parish Project “Masterclass” in Church

Friday 16th 12.00 Friday Fellowship Christmas Dinner

Saturday 17th  08.00 Men'’s Breakfast

EVENTS IN JANUARY

Sunday 8th 18.30 YOOF2 at the Wheatley's
Monday 9th 19.30 PCC
Saturday 21st  18.30 Hall of Sound

From the Editor... ~
As many readers will know, this is the final edition of «®”
Portsdown Post | will be editing. | have enjoyed the work
immensely and greatly appreciated all the support | have S
received. Thank you especially to the stalwart regular contributors (most
especially Sandy Phillips, Sheila Gill, Patrick and Cynthia Whittle) and to
Gill Cross, David Salmond, Margaret Baggs, Ros Molloy and the team of
distributors. Without these people (all of whom are continuing to offer
their assistance) my efforts would have come to nothing.

| am very pleased to let you know that Nigel Wheatley will be taking over
from me as Editor from the January 2006 edition. He is vastly more com-
puter literate than me so look out for improvements! Please continue to
email your articles to magazine@chrstchurchportsdown.org or put them
in the pigeon hole at the back of church.

Alison Norton Editor




From Beyond the Hill
Curate’s Corner

| am sure that like me many of you cannot quite
believe that soon we will be celebrating Christ-

\ { / mas, where has this year gone? And so soon
3@1 N we will all be searching for that tinsel and those
7 baubles that we put in some dark cupboard or

draughty loft last year, perhaps packing it all
away with a sigh of relieve, thinking thank goodness that Christmas
was all over for another year. Perhaps rushing off to the January
sales, planning the next holiday, thankful that turkey is off the menu
for a while!! As Cecily Taylor once put it,” The baby in the manger
had a short airing, we packed him in the trimmings tin till Christmas
time next year’.

And yet | wonder should we perhaps not see Christmas as just
something that we just celebrate at the end of the year, is it perhaps
not the beginning?

Christmas should be seen as the beginning of a journey, a road that
we travel along all year through. The journey takes us from the
meaning of Christmas, Christ's coming, his life and the good news of
his birth. We journey with the shepherds and wise men to the stable
and then onwards as we go past other Christmases from the first one
in Bethlehem to 2005, the one we celebrate this year. Although the
way we celebrate Christmas each year may change and those we
spend our Christmases may no longer be the same people each
year, the reason for the celebration will never change. We will travel
on from Christmas to Easter, to the cross and the glorious message
of Christ’s Resurrection from the tomb.

The message of Christmas and Christ’s birth and his life brings us
something that is so sadly often missing from our communities and
from society in general, it brings us all a message of hope and ever-
lasting love.

| wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas, and warmly in-
vite you all to come and celebrate with us at Christchurch, celebrate
the joy and wonder of Christ’s birth.

Revd. Sandy Phillips, Curate



From the Other Side of the Hill

Apparently supplies of BLACK artificial Christmas
— |trees are sold out. So some people do think it is
’IQ good to have a change. But for the majority of
people change is generally unwelcome. Com-
ments about availability of goods or transport,
changes in climate or youth behaviour, are often
prefaced with "We didn't used to...... " Yet we
older people forget what we now have in our
lives - central heating, washing machines, mobile phones, hip re-
placements....and we would not like to be without them.

It is possibly the prospects of change and upheaval which we dread;
whether it is room redecoration or @own-sizing@ home. We take
comfort in ordinary things of life, routine and traditions, yet have a
time of frenetic activity trying to "get things done”.

"What really needs doing?” we should ask.

Recently our S.U. notes quoted H.L. Ellison, writing on Ezekiel: “A vi-
sion of the future that does not change the present has failed in its
main purpose”. The future may be tomorrow or it may be years
hence, or it could be when Christ returns.

Considering the future focuses our minds on present priorities.

At this time, putting CHRIST back into Christmas should be a priority
for Christians - an antidote to the secularisation being imposed upon
us. Let us take every opportunity this month to participate in the vari-
ous church services and celebrations, joining in the carols, old and
new, and being immersed in and overwhelmed by the words telling of
what God has done in the past, is doing now, and promises for the
future.

Cynthia Whittle, Reader

Bring Peace
God our father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Saviour who
would bring peace. You helped them to spread the joyful message of
his coming Kingdom. Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
to share with those around us the good news of your power and
love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into
the world. Michael Perham




Don® Send a Card, Send a Cow!

Of course we have to send some cards - hopefully
those with a text of scripture, obtained from our
"Good News Library" box at the back of the church!
However all the familiar friends seen Sunday by
Sunday, or at fellowship meetings share the Peace
or greet each other often... So do we need to ex-
change Christmas cards ? ! Instead please sign
the LARGE CARD which will be in church, and put
a contribution towards helping people in Africa
faced with on-going famine or drought. If we can-
not send a cow (£750) maybe together we can
send part ..

The 100-Minute Bible
(Not a Bible Marathon!)

Earlier this year, from Monday to Thursday, day and

night, we had the special experience of reading the

whole Bible. It was a time of discovery, laughter, per-

plexity, amazement, blessing and so much more, -for

both readers and listeners. “We should read it more *,

was a rueful comment . Despite @ible Sunday©S.U.

Notes, Study Groups and weekly readings on pew sheets (which
people often leave behind!) the practice of regularly reading the Bible is
not too high on people’s agenda.

But what about TWO MINUTES a day ? That might encourage
someone to read it ? The 100 MINUTE BIBLE is a slim, pocket -sized
booklet of 50 pages. Each readable page has a two minute summary
from the Old and New Testaments. It “picks out the essential
elements from Genesis to Revelation, with universal lan-
guage”. Less than the length of a film - but it could be spread
over 50 days, or 50 weeks. However you read it, you may
find that you actually read a bit more. This booklet gives
easy access to the broad picture of the Christian story.
With three clear, helpful maps, some familiar passages such
as Psalm 23 and the Lord® Prayer, alongside brilliant, racy
and succinct prose, at £3 — an excellent stocking —filler !l
Cynthia Whittle

()




Mission of the Month

The Bible Society

For over 150 years this society has
sought to make the Bible accessible to
everyone. Moving with the times, it is not
only in book form that it seeks to make
the scriptures available.

So far only 230 languages have parts
of the Bible in Braille. One billion
people are illiterate and need to hear
the words. In this country, a pop
musical called "Luv Esther" is an
initiative challenging audiences with
the message of God’s word.

Bibles are helping Christian workers
in places where HIV/AIDS sufferers
need encouragement or compassion,
or those with families who have been
displaced by political activity or by
natural disasters.

Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS
for your own Bible and for
all those who are translat-
ing,
publishing and printing
Bibles.

PRAY
for all reading, hearing
or singing part of the
scriptures this Christmas,
that they may understand
and accept the truth
contained there and be
blessed spiritually.

GIVE THANKS
for the work of Bible
Societies throughout the
world and pray for those
who distribute these
scriptures.

Making the voice of
God heard everywhere

Come, my children, listen
as | teach you to respect
the Lord.

Psalm 34:11
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Parish Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS
for all our daily blessings,
and for shared gifts or
expertise which help our
church services & parish
to run smoothly

PRAY
for our Ministry Team
especially our Wardens
at this busy time of
Christmastide services
and events.

PRAISE GOD
for the progress with our
parish project and
fundraising; pray for the
leadership team and
committees.

PRAY
for our Vicar, and all who
are coping in any way with
illness, or recovering from
time in hospital, the lonely
or recently bereaved.

GIVE THANKS
for the festive season and
pray that all visitors to our
church may experience the
peace and joy of
Jesus Christ the Lord

Friday Fellowship
2" December &
16™ December
(12 noon for Christmas lunch)

Parish Meeting
Theme: “The Second Coming”
Wednesday 7" Dec. 7.30 pm
In Church

NO DECEMBER HOME GROUPS

A CMS Opportunity
Where ? To Kenya and Uganda
When ?  April 1st -15th 2006
Who ? With a group from all the
UK churches with whom Isobel Booth-
Clibborn is linked.

Why ? To meet Christians working
in African networks for children at risk,
but there will be time to visit local
sights and see flora and fauna in game
parks.

How much? Approx £1200 for all
travel and accommodation.

Isobel says ,"We have kept the cost as
low as possible to cover everything .
People expressing interest when |
was visiting -.get provisional bookings
a.s.a.p.!"

PRAXIS trips are for committed
Christians with a spirit of adventure.
Easter in Uganda is an unforgettable

experience !

Please see Cynthia for details
and application forms.




Stop
Press!

The final Phase 1 Report and recommendations of the Diocesan
Structures Review Group is how available from the Diocese.
Download it online at www.portsmouth.anglican.org/info/kairos.html
or ask Ann Dove if you can see the copy held by Christ Church.
Please give any comments or feedback via the PCC Secretary.

! n
# $! % &

J' Women’s World Day of Prayer
o L— > Friday 3rd March 2006

I- Next years service is about South Africa.
Do you have experience of South Africa?
Would you be willing to come and speak

to us on the evening of the 3rd March?
Please contact Sheila King
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Portsdown Parish Centre Project
Update

The outcome of the Extraordinary PCC Meeting
held on 24™ October is that the PCC unanimously
approved ......

the raising of a budget of £500,000 for a plan to develop the
church

building to provide improved facilities for the congregation and

to provide limited, shared use of facilities for community purposes
with existing and new partners.

Developing the church building as far as possible within the current foot-
print is the priority for this plan to incorporate at least the most pressing
requirements such as:

Improving the Worship environment

The provision of toilets and kitchen facilities

Creating facilities that can be shared by existing and new

community partners
This approach will go some way to meeting the vision for the project ......
a 7 day church with open doors; a “workshop for God”, busy with activity
that involves and serves the community and that grows our worship,
ministry and mission.

Watch out for imminent events to inform and involve the whole
community in supporting the progress of the project — are you ready to
participate?

The major focus now must be on the huge task of raising £500k; this
task is not to be underestimated but providing we can direct the neces-
sary skills and time to this task it is achievable — if there is some way you
think you might help Andy Minchin and the team then please let us
know.

The Design and Build Group under the leadership of Jim Molloy have al-
ready begun preparing a draft works specification and are gathering in-
formation from end user groups about their priorities before considera-
tion is given to the design for the building. This will easily develop from
so much good work already done by the architect.

It is exciting to think that providing we raise the necessary £500k we
could see completion of this development in 2008!
Sheila Gill - on behalf of the Project Leadership Team
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6 Teddies, Hats and Vests!
: ; m ' l e On Wednesday of last week | visited Smile
International in Orpington, to deliver the

latest items knitted by members and
friends of our congregation - 110 teddies (now about a thousand in
total), 45 hats and 20 vests plus shoeboxes. It was an exciting experi-
ence as a bevy of volunteers worked frantically preparing for the next
consignment to be shipped off on 26th November to Kosova, Africa
and the Balkans.

Smile® next project will be to send warm winter clothing to Kosova
and they had sad tales to tell of elderly widows, without water and
sanitation having to fetch water from a well in freezing conditions.
They are therefore asking if we could knit scarves, gloves, hats and
jumpers for the next consignment. Their other concern is for forgotten
teenagers whose needs are not being met, but any size of knitwear
will be gratefully received.

For more information about the work of Smile International, visit
www.smileinternational.org. It is active in many countries

Gill Cross

Advent Fayre
Books £57.98 Raffle £151.10
Cakes and Preserves £117.87 Santa® Grotto £20.25
Catering/Refreshments £133.76  Stamps £8.15
China and Glass £28.20 Stationary £35.23
Counting House £0.00 Sweets £48.15
Crafts £160.82  Table Decorations £66.62
Entrance £30.47 Tin and Bottle £87.40
Games £27.31 Toys £36.40
Garden Stall £48.30 Trade Craft £20.00
Jewellery/Toiletries £150.19 Wheatbags £13.32
Mission £32.40 Total £1273.92

There are minor adjustments yet to be finalised.
Overall, proceeds are expected to exceed £1250!

An enormous thank you to everyone who made this
event go so well. Especially to Colin Dove and team.
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“Twas the Night Before Christmas
(Batteries Not Included)

@was the night before Christmas, when all through the house,
Not a creature was stirring, not even my spouse;

With only six hours left, until morning light,

Assembling kids@resents would take me all night.

19,000 pieces -- bolts, washers and screws,
To be put together, and me with no clue;

. ——
All'l had for tools were some needle-nose pliers, ;*;*L®

A Swiss Army Knife and a Phillips screwdriver. 1 \\
When out on the lawn there arose such a racket, owy_
| threw down my pliers and put on my jacket; —~
| swung open the door, to check out the noise,
And saw a red-suited man, bringing more toys.

| shouted, "Hey, you on my lawn, what® the idea!"

As my shrubs were being eaten by eight small reindeer;
The big man looked up at me and said with a smile,
"There® more to assemble -- it will take you a while."

"My kids don®need more toys," | countered right quick,
But he wouldn®hear "no," that stubborn Saint Nick;
"These new toys have detailed instructions,” he said,
And he winked as he lifted a bag from his sled.

Then he pulled a bunch of woodchips out of his bag,
"It® a dollhouse," he said, as he looked at the tag;
"It has 6,000 small pieces, plus one or two,

You can make it if you have a gallon of glue."

"And, there are no axle holes on this toy car,
With only two wheels it won®go very far;
Perhaps you can whip up some rubber for tires,
I@n sure you can do it before you retire."

"But Nick," | pleaded, "don®you have simple toys?
Can®they build simply things -- those elves you employ?"
"How ®out a ball, a rag doll or gun that shoots darts,

Or some other present made of only one part?"

(Continued on page 15)
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Santa said, "Those kinds of toys are passé these days,
It® complicated gadgets that are all the craze;

So, please take these here toys and 1® be on my way,
| have houses to get to and visits to pay."

‘ )
"I don®want any more toys!" | yelled quite in shock, 1l 4 A
Then | slammed the door shut and | secured the lock; 4 <

And | took off my coat and went back to my bench, < 4:‘
And tried to read the directions -- printed in French. il

Then just as | found | was missing a screw,

That old coot came sneaking right down through my flue;
"You forgot all these toys," said the man dressed in red,
Then he put his sack right down and here® what he said.

"You@e not alone staying up all through the night,

Dads all over the world are in the same plight;

They don®have the right tools, or any instructions,

They@e eyes are bleary and they@ minds don®quite function."

Then he left me there speechless, alone with my work,
And filled all the stockings, then turned with a jerk;
And laying his finger aside of his nose,

And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

/f\ri
b/

N\

(3

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle, )
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle;
But | heard him exclaim, as he jumped in his sleigh,
"You® need 62 batteries -- all triple A."

Anon.




More From the Church Archives.... (12)

December parish magazines in 1961- 62 & 1971-74 all
asked for names and addresses of any unable to get to
Holy Communion at Christmas and gave good wishes to all
for a very happy and blessed and peaceful Christmastide.

In 1961 Mrs Pinestone held an NSPCC bring and buy

sale at Garden Croft. New north aisle windows to complete the nave
were designed by M.C. Farrar-Bell depicting

healing miracles. These were dedicated in memory of Mr and Mrs T.
A.White.

In 1962 Studio Joly, of Drayton, advertised sunny weddings for brides
with its latest @lectronic flash equipment©Articles about  Christmas
in India and Nigeria described tropical temperatures, nine lessons and
carols, clothing gifts for a hospital, yet “Away from the trappings and
traditions, among poverty, in Africa one comes to a fresh realisation of
the real meaning of Christmas”.

In 1971 An article by Ron Wells on “Scientists and Christians” stated
that both stand in awe of creation and that scientifically trained people
were among the most active members of most Christian congrega-
tions. Fifty people had so far joined the new house groups ready for
Bible Week in 1972.

In 1972 Entry to the parish Christmas concert would be 20p. The
Vicar’s letter reminded everyone that Christmas is a time of belonging
to a family and that the Church is the Christian family home where
people can greet the Lord together on his birthday.

In 1973 Entrance to the parish Christmas concert was still 20p
(only 10p for children). The Vicar® letter ended with the words : “God

does unexpected things”. “God uses unexpected people”. “God
comes at unexpected times”.

In 1974 The first Christingle took place, said to be a revival of a 500
year old Moravian Church custom (purses for the Church of England
Children® Society from Guide Captain or Molly Ayling).

A reminder about CMS Boxes..."in spite of our own pressures let us
never forget the needs of the Church overseas...”
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The Leprosy Mission

In addition to postage stamps,
Sheila and Reg Taylor now accept:

Photographs and Photograph Albums
Maps
Postcards
Greetings Cards
Other Paper Items

Please put any items in the box at the back of church.

Christmas is coming so don’t forget to collect your stamps and
put them in the box too!

For more information contact
Sheila or Reg Taylor

Proceeds go to The Leprosy Mission.
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AN EXPLORATION OF
CELTIC CHRISITIANITY

Portsmouth Diocesan Pilgrimage based at
S.John’s College, Durham

Monday 10— Saturday 15th July 2006

Pilgrims from the Diocese of Portsmouth areinvited to join us on a specia
summer holiday pilgrimage in 2006. Exploring the fascinating history of the
North East of England, we will visit some of the most important historical sites
in the region. During your time you will visit places such asHoly Island,

L astingham and M onkwear mouth, sites enriched with Celtic meaning and
Chrigtian history.

We will discover more about the Cdltic Saints - Aidan, Bede, Cuthbert
and Hilda - and their struggle to bring Christianity into the pagan
world of Northumbria.

Revd Dr Peter Lippiett, the Diocesan Spiritual Advisor, will lead the group
and Jackie Brookfield, a Reader in Bishops Waltham Deanery, will assist him.
Throughout our time together we will also benefit from the extensive knowl-
edge of LTG and St.John’s College staff.

St. John® College, Durham islocated in World Heritage area only yards away
from Durham Cathedral and offers unique accommodation set within historic
university buildings. All rooms are comfortable with tea and coffee making
facilities and have bathrooms close by.

For any further informa- £438 per person
tion, please contact either |Thisindudes:
UKLTG Accommodation for 5 nights

3 nights half board

2 night bed & breakfast
All entrance fees
All coach travel

Not included:
Lunches
Gratuities and giftsto Churches
Personal Travel Insurance (available)
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Highlights of P.C.C. Meeting
held on November 14th 2005

Our Vicar - Rev. Paul Norton will be on sick leave for another
three months.

Required a Property Church Hall Manager:- A volunteer for this job is
urgently needed. There is a leak in the skylight roof and also in the
small toilet off the kitchen. The Hall will be closed from December 23
until January 3".

This is to enable modifications to the hall floor .

Portsdown Post:- From January Nigel Wheatley will take on this post.
Many thanks to Alison Norton for all her hard work.

Portsdown Parish Centre:- It was decided that the Parish should be
kept informed of all developments — and to have their say,

Remembrance Day:- New people in the congregation, who did not
know about our War Graves section, commented on the lovely and
sincere service.

Parish Christmas Card:- Help will be needed in the distribution of
these cards.

Mission Support:- £170 was sent to the Pakistan relief fund.

Future events:— Christingle December 4".  HAGO Concert
December 10™.

Future Dates:- PCC meeting December 12". 2005

For The Record
* & # " %
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