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Services in January

Christmas 2 (Naming of Christ)

Galatians 4: 4-7
Luke 2: 15-21

Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12

Revelation 5: 1-10

Sunday 1st

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1)
10.30 Holy Communion
Wednesday 11th

10.00 Midweek Communion
Sunday 8th Epiphany (Baptism of Christ)
08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1)
10.30 Family Service
Wednesday 11th

10.00 Midweek Communion
Sunday 15th Epiphany 2

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 2)
10.30 Holy Communion

Junior Church

Wednesday 18th

John 1: 43-end

10.00 Midweek Communion
Sunday 22nd Epiphany 3
08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1) .
. . Revelation 19: 6-10
10.30 Family Service
Ty e John 2:1-11
Wednesday 25th
10.00 Midweek Communion
Sunday 29th Epiphany 4 (Presentation of Christ)
08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1) _
10.30 Morning Prayer Hebrews 2: 14-end
Junior Church Luke 2: 22-40
18.00 Kairos Candlemas Service
at Christ Church
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A View from the Slopes

Trevor's Corner

The new calendar year is bringing great personal change. For once |
need not make any resolutions except to pray harder and that is
hardly a New Year resolution!

As well as changing my job from one that involved much international
travel to one where | can work more locally (Rowlands Castle) my
course at Salisbury is also forcing change. You will all remember
that | am now on Course at STETS. This course is based on
distance learning and lasts approximately for 3 years. It ends, by the
grace of God, with ordination. Sandy took the same course and look
what happened there!

The course itself includes a residential weekend every 6 weeks that
coincides with a new learning module. There are about 18 modules
each lasting 5 weeks. Every module is followed by an assessed
essay and there is a tutorial every week during the module. To give
an example, the module | have just completed studied the
Pentateuch, that is, the first 5 books of the Old Testament. The
course entails about 16 hours study a week with an additional 4
hours a week of practical work. So quite a load if you are working full
time. | think you can see why it is not possible to be as involved in
the Parish as one would want.

The other constraint is that the incumbent of the sponsoring parish
becomes the ordinand’s training minister. This is considered a vital
part of the training programme as it points towards the formation of
the ordinand as a priest. Sadly because Paul has not been well and
therefore unable to fulfil this function, | have been asked by the
Diocese to move to another parish in order to provide this aspect of
training. From the beginning of 2006 therefore | will move to be with
Karen Schmidt at St John’s Purbrook.

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)

I have looked to see if | could spend 50% of my time in each parish
however | have come to the conclusion that it would be unfair to both
Christ Church and St John's to do this; | would be neither one thing nor
the other - if you see what | mean! This will be quite a wrench. To
leave a place that has been with me and encouraged me in my growth
as a Christian is not easy and | leave you at a very challenging time.
However, | will not be disappearing as it were, after all Rosemary will
still be one of the Wardens and | will appear at services and church
events from time to time. It is not as though we will be moving from
the area and friendships, | hope, will remain.

You remain my sponsoring parish and | hope that | will be able to
update you on progress from within this magazine from time to time
and still join in the Men’s Breakfast, if only to stop all that food going to
waste!

Can | thank you again for the all the love and support that you have
given me at Christ Church and ask that you continue to pray for me as
| will pray for you. From Ephesians 3: 20-21, one of my favourite
passages:

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations for ever and ever.
Amen

Yours in Christ,

Trevor




From the Other Side of the Hill

\ \ / Vs Hundreds of people in our church?
~7 \~7 Last year there were !
,_\

The Bible Marathon, various special services and
events, weddings, baptisms and funerals all bring
additional people into the building.

Not so many came for the most unusual but excellent sound experience

of the Hampshire Guitar Orchestra (acoustic guitars not electronic
instruments !).

Recently Purbrook Park pupils, staff and parents filled the church for
three carol services, while our wide range of Christmas services
attracted 100’s of different folk young and old.

Everyone loved “Santa’s Little Helpers” and the chimney stack!.
Obviously we should not judge success by numbers. Jesus was clear
that when only two or three believers come together in his name, he is
present. On the other hand the excitement of Pentecost was that
thousands were added to the new church.

Somewhere there is a balance between sparse and overflowing
congregations.

“What is CH-RCH without U in it ?” may not be an original epithet, but
only “U” — you can fill the gap. The gaps are not so much in the pews on
Sundays, but in the rota of people to undertake important tasks of
regular parish life and ministry. These gaps may be waiting for U.

George Herbert® hymn, “Teach me my God and King in all things thee
to see” also includes the words “who sweeps a room as for thy laws,
makes that and the action fine". Some plumbers and builders advertise
with the slogan “No job too small”. This could apply to the needs of a
lively, outgoing, welcoming, community-centred Christian congregation
like ours.

| would like to think that every one of our members has a particular role
to play, sharing in some way in the overall ministry of our parish in
2006.

Cynthia Whittle



Mission of the Month
The Leprosy Mission (TLM)

The vision of this society is a world
without leprosy. Its goal is to completely
eradicate the causes and consequences
of this skin disease.

Imagine a mother giving birth to a baby
but NOT being able to feel him when she
holds or cuddles him.

Imagine, not just numbness through
temporary cold or a visit to the dentist ,
but PERMANENTLY anaesthetised
hands or feet.

Leprosy IS preventable and treatable if
detected in time but the stigma and fear
of being ostracised is so strong that help
is often sought too late.

Through education, rehabilitation
programmes, corrective surgery,
physiotherapy and Christian loving care,
TLM gives hope and renewed life to
sufferers.

To gain a glimpse of the breadth of their
world-wide work take a look at the TLM
Prayer Diary, “ASH 2006” or browse
through the TLM Trading Catalogue and
find out where there are people in
employment because of the Mission®
work.

Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS
for the work of TLM and all
the skilled professionals
who bring hope to patients
world-wide.

GIVE THANKS
for TLM supporters and
local organisers in this
country who remind us of
the on-going work.

PRAY FOR
all involved in TLM Trading
in the various countries and
who help market goods in
this country

PRAY FOR
those who hear the Gospel
message in leprosy centres
in Hindu or Buddhist or
Moslem areas.

A World Without
Leprosy

=




Parish Prayer Friday Fellowship
Bookmark Friday fellowship meetings are from

2 pm to 4 pm in the hall on

6" January, 20" January,

GIVE THANKS 3" February, 17" February
for the blessings of

Christmas, the gifts we have Winter Parish Meetings

rﬁgg:iﬁ dtr(fo%ll’zs \illytetgi\;e “An Overview of the Word of God”,
9 9 ) based on the 100-minute Bible.

PRAY
for visiting clergy and the Wednesday 7.30 to 9 pm, in church
ministry team as they work to 4™ January
lead, teach and comfort us. 1% February
GIVE THANKS
for the insights gained in the Home Groups
home groups and pray for Evening Groups 19:30to 21:00

their growth and for central
parish meetings.

PRAISE GOD
for the on-going evolution of

Monday, January 16™
(Tewsleys’)

Tuesday, January 17"

our parish project and pray (Jolys’)
for its refinement, and help Wednesday, January 18"
us to consider how we can (Daphne Bevis)

fund the work needed. h
Thursday, January 19

GIVE THANKS (Coles’)
for all benefiting from surgery
or medical treatment and Afternoon group 13.30 — 15:00
pray for the sick, lonely or Wednesday, January 18"
housebound, and all those (Molly Ayling)

recently bereaved.




PARISH PRAYER
WE GIVE THANKS to the Lord for ...

over 500 people, young and old, who participated in the various
Christmas services at Christ Church

over 1000 people, young and old, who attended other Christmas
functions at Portsdown

many answers to prayer for health and healing and for all our
mission partners near and far

all our benefactors, past and present.
ETERNAL FATHER, in this New Year, please give us ....

the kindness to listen to others with compassion, to offer support
and to bring loving comfort and care to those in need

the vision to see what is possible, the courage to do what is
needed and the wisdom to choose what is right and most fair

the faith that will help pave the way , for a present that is hopeful
and a future that is peaceful

the heart to bring your joy to the world each day .

ALL THIS WE PRAY, in the power of the Spirit and in the precious
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen

Stamps and Cards
Don't forget to recycle your stamps and cards!
Please put them in the labelled box at the back of
church. Every one is worth money for The Leprosy
Mission.
Reg Taylor




Welcome to our new Archdeacon ......

The Ven Dr Trevor Reader has been appointed to be the new Archdeacon of
Portsdown — covering Portsmouth and Havant - from next February.

The Ven Dr Trevor Reader will succeed the Ven Chris Lowson, who will be
taking up a job with the national Church of England.

Dr Reader, 59, has been Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight since September
2003. He will switch to the mainland, and be responsible for supporting
clergy and congregations in 41 parishes in the Portsmouth, Havant and
Waterlooville areas.

As one of three Archdeacons in the Anglican diocese of Portsmouth, he was
already one of its most senior clergymen under the rank of bishop. He will
continue to chair the diocese’s Board of Education, which advises and
supports 49 Church of England schools, youth and children® work in
parishes, and adult education around the Portsmouth diocese. He has also
recently taken over the chairing of the Kairos Executive Group, which is
overseeing the implementation of 277 parish-based ‘Kairos’ projects to help
the community across the diocese.

He will move from his current post in February, when the Ven Chris Lowson
becomes Director of Ministry for the Archbishops’ Council, a post that
involves leading a team in London responsible for lay and ordained ministry
throughout the Church of England.

He become Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight in September 2003.
Trevor’'s wife, Lesley, died earlier this year. The couple had six daughters,
who are now aged between 19 and 28.

Dr Reader said: "I've really enjoyed getting to know people on the Isle of
Wight, and will be sad to leave. But there are new challenges on the
mainland that I'm looking forward to being involved with as well.

“The implementation of the parishes’ Kairos plans is something that really
excites me. This is a chance for churches to make even more impact on their
own communities, by extending God’s love to those in physical, spiritual and
emotional need. I'm looking forward to being involved with that more closely
across the whole diocese.”

Although the Anglican Bishop of Portsmouth, the Rt Rev Kenneth
Stevenson, is currently on sick leave while undergoing treatment for

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
leukaemia, he was able to oversee Trevor’s appointment.

The Bishop said, “I am delighted that Trevor has accepted this challenging
and exciting post. He is an able and valued colleague, and | know that he will
serve the churches and people of Portsmouth, Havant and Waterlooville with
great care, wisdom and enthusiasm.”

Trevor will be formally collated as Archdeacon of Portsdown during a service
in Portsmouth Cathedral at 6pm on February 26.
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SEND A COW - WELL DONE!

A VERY BIG Thank you to the Parish. By not sending each other cards,
you raised over £100 for a cow for Lesotho. (Any late contributions may

be given to Cynthia).

Cynthia Whittle
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Mothers Union Program
Meetings in the Church Hall at 14:15 to 16:00 on a Tuesday

Jan 17th - AGM and Bring and Buy

Feb 7th - "How did | get Here?" - Sylvia Fisher

Feb 21st - Waste and Re-cycling - Sally Smith (Waste Re-cycling Officer)
Mar 7th - The Dog Rose Summer - Hazel Farrell talks about her book
Mar 21st - To be arranged

Apr 4th - Easter Reflections with Revd Karen Schmidt

MU Corporate Communion is always on the last Wednesday of the month
except for August and December.
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Heaven’s Grocery Store

I was walking down life® highway a long time ago.
One day, | saw a sign that "Heaven® Grocery Store",
As | got a little closer, the door came open wide,
And when | came to myself, | was standing inside.
| saw a host of ANGELS. They were standing everywhere.
One handed me a basket and said, "My child shop with care".
Everything a Christian needed was in the Grocery Store,

And all you couldn®carry, you could come back the next day for more.
First, | got some PATIENCE, LOVE was in the same row,
Further down was UNDERSTANDING you need that everywhere you go.
| got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH.
| couldn®miss the HOLY GHOST for it was all over the place.
| stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me run this race.
By then my basket was getting full, but | remembered some GRACE.
| didn®forget SALVATION, for SALVATION is free,

So | tried to get enough of that to save both you and me.

Then | started up to the counter to pay my grocery bill,

For | thought | had everything : to do my MASTERS wiill.

As | went up the aisle | saw PRAYER and | just had to put that in,
For | know when | stepped outside, | would run right into sin.
PEACE and JOY were plentiful, they were on the last shelf.
SONG and PRAISES were hanging near so | just helped myself.
Then | said to the Angel, "Now, how much do | owe?"

He just smiled and said "Just take them everywhere you go".
Again, | said, "How much do | really owe?"

He smiled again and said:

"MY CHILD, JESUS PAID YOUR BILL A LONG, LONG TIME AGO!"

Thanks to Karen Davies for this item
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From Bishop Kenneth's Advent letter to the Clergy ...

...... Finally, an Advent thought, which | came across on Sunday in
Robert Atwell's excellent collection of daily non-scriptural readings —
‘Celebrating the Seasons’ (Canterbury Press, 1999). It's from the
(early Christian) Letter to Diognetus:

‘With goodness and kindness, like a King who sends his son, who is
also King, God sent God, the Word, among us. He sent him to save us
through persuasion rather through violence, for there is no violence in
God. He sent him to call us rather than to accuse us. He sent him to
love rather than to judge us.’

CMS Boxes

Thank-you to everyone who handed their boxes, raising over £200 for
CMS. There are more boxes in the Mission Corner for anyone who
would like one. No coin is too small for CMS !

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 3rd March 2006

Next years service is about South Africa.
Do you have experience of South Africa?

Would you be willing to come and
speak to us on the evening of the
3rd March?

Please contact Sheila King on

15



From the Church Archives... is no more

So ...Cynthia and Patrick are out of material for this
popular feature. If you have any old copies of the
magazine then please do get in contact with the editor
so we can look to re-start it.

Do you know and pray for the Parish ?

For the last two years we featured “From the Parish Archives”. In
2006 this will be replaced by a new feature focusing on the actual
area covered by our parish.

The Parish of Christ Church Portsdown bridges the boundary
between the borough of Havant and Waterlooville and the city of
Portsmouth. In fact the church and church hall are on the border of
Portsmouth, being just within the city boundary.

Currently there are 66 roads listed in our parish but there are also
some large non residential areas. The parish extends from
Ladybridge Road in the north, across Purbrook Heath to Mill Lane
(including the roundabout at the top of Southwick Hill)
down to St.Georges Road. Our parish boundary
stretches along Portsdown Hill, beyond Fort Purbrook
and across the Golf Course. Next month we will be
including a map and you will then be able to see that
Fort Widley is also included in the parish.

Each month we hope to mention various parts of the parish and
encourage you to pray for those who live or work there.

This month let us remember:

All who live and work at Widley Farm (where we have held our
Pet Services);

The proprietors and staff of The Churchillian (where we have

(Continued on page 17)




(Continued from page 16)
refreshed ourselves during various events) ;

Those who visit the @reen spaces@vhich make up
the greatest area of our parish;

The Golf Club staff; City and Borough Council
workers who maintain our ®cenic areas@

We are very fortunate to have such natural environment, open
spaces and beautiful scenery to enjoy. In our thinking about serving
the community let us not forget our wider parish, including those
church members who live far beyond its boundaries, and the other
people who come here for one reason or another.

Cynthia Whittle.

The Dust Busters!

We are in need of new helpers to
{} clean the church. Joan Lowe has

2 had to give up due to health

- ﬁ:? problems. We thank her for all the

=N work she has done.

We meet on Wednesday mornings 10.30am - 12noon.
If you feel you could help out once a month polishing, sweeping,
cobweb collecting please contact : Ros Molloy or
Ann Dove or just drop in and see what we do,
you will be very welcome.

For The Record - December 2005

I , G ' # 8
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HOME GROUPS

Ask any member of a Home Group and they will tell you how valuable

they are. They may use words like “growth, encouragement, interest,
enjoyable, sharing”. They may say that there is sometimes a lot of
laughter or that they always feel free to speak out without being afraid
of saying the wrong thing. They will then add , "if only more people
would come along©

New year is a time for resolutions so why not make one to join in a
Home Group? This and next month we shall be using the “100-minute
Bible” as a basis for our discussions.

Church Press Cuttings!
Holy Errors!

These are actual clippings from church newsletters.

Announcement in the church bulletin for a National Prayer and
Fasting Conference: "The cost for attending the Fasting and Prayer
conference includes meals."

18



Highlights of P.C.C. Meeting
held on December 12th 2005

Future Dates:- PCC January 9™. 2006, APCM 23" March 2006

Trevor Filtness:- In the absence of a training Minister at our Church,
regrettably Trevor will need to move to St, John ‘s Purbrook, to work
with Revd. Karen Schmidt.

Required a Property Church Hall Manager:-
The Hall will be closed from December 23 until January 3".
Church Hall keys to be collected from Uniform groups.

Webmaster:- Nigel Wheatley attended the PCC and gave a
presentation on the Web Site for Christ Church.

Portsdown Post:- Nigel Wheatley will take this post from Jan 2006..

Portsdown Parish Centre:- Master classes held for the congregation
were well attended.

First Aid Training:- Anyone wishing to update their First Aid, please
contact Keith Fisher.

Finances:- Regular income is falling - we had a target to achieve a 3%
increase this year, in the Spring we looked to be on track, since then
income has been steadily falling and is now in the order of -2% on last
years figure.

Estimate:- Was received for extending the car park by the Uniform
H.Q. This would be £14,531 + VAT. Due to our current Financial
constraints this is not viable.

Christingle:- This service held for the Children’s Society raised
£177.21p Thank you to all who supported this worthy cause.

Ann Dove - PCC Secretary
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