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Services in February
Wednesday 1st

10.00 Midweek Communion

Sunday 5th (4th Before Lent)

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 2) .

10.30 Holy Communion 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Junior Church Mark 1:29-39

Wednesday 8th

10.00 Midweek Communion

Sunday 12th (3rd Before Lent) Education Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1)

10.30 Family and Parade Service 1 Corinthians 9:24-End

Wednesday 15th Mark 1: 40-End

10.00 Midweek Communion

Sunday 19th (2nd Before Lent)

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 2) -

10.30 Holy Communion Colossions 1:15-20
Junior Church John 1:1-14

Wednesday 22nd

10.00 Midweek Communion

Sunday 26th (Next Before Lent)

08.00 Holy Communion (Order 1) . -

10.30 Family Service and Baptism 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6

Mark 9 :2-9

Mission Support

The Mission Support group would like to thank everyone who contributed
to the impressive total of £56923 collected during 2005, which, with £2534
from the PCC, enabled us to give £8297 to mission outreach last year.

The Mission Support group meets about 3 or 4 times per year to plan our
work, although the individual members are active for one or more of the
missions most of the year. If anyone would like to join us, our next
meeting will be in church, 7.30 - 9 pm, on Monday 6th February.
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Wed 1

Thu 2

Fri 3

Sat 4

Mon 6

Tue 7

Tue 7

Sun 12

Mon 13

Fri 17

Tue 21

Sat 25

Home group Parish

Meetings

PLT meeting
Friday Fellowship
Mens' Breakfast

Mission Support
Team Meeting

Mothers Union -

Church

Church Hall
Upper Room

Church Hall
Church Hall

Church

Church Hall

How did I get here?

Communications group

Meeting
Yoof 2

PCC Meeting
Friday Fellowship

Mothers Union -

Ice Skating
Church
Church Hall

Church Hall

Waste and Re-cycling

Hall of Sound

Church

Graham Olways

19:30 - 21:00

19:30

14:00 - 16:00

08:00 - 09.00

19:30—21:00

14:15 - 16:00

19:30

tba

19:30

14:00 - 16:00

14:15 - 16:00

tba

Get the latest information

Cynthia Whittle

Sheila Gill

Cynthia Whittle
Pat Cole

Patrick Whittle

Ros Molloy

Graham Olway

Susie
Sylvia Fisher
Cynthia Whittle

Ros Molloy

Alison Norton

See the Parish web site for a full and up to date list of what's
going on in the Parish

http://www.christchurchportsdown.org/whatson/events.htm
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From the Other Side of the Hill

—— Writing half way through January, Christmas already

seems a distant memory and | apologise if | forgot to

\\ wish 'Happy New Year' to anyone | met last month !

It is said that January seems the longest month
because having spent so much on presents and at the sales most
people are desperate for the next pay packet. Some of us are not
very good at managing our money, others are not too good at
apportioning time, while others are hopeless at prioritising activities.

When you read this IF you made any New Year resolutions they are
probably also distant memories and the same 'besetting sins' may
even have recurred.

People comment sympathetically that my own life must be busy. Like
many | would prefer it that way rather than lacking purpose or
opportunity for involvement. However old or young we may be, being
active in mind or body or spirit inhibits degeneration. This applies not
only to us as individuals but also to the whole body of Christ — each
limb should be pro-active, not passive.

Sadly, | am not aware of a great rush of volunteers for various church
“situations vacant” mentioned in this magazine recently !

In Numbers, chapter 4, we read of Moses taking a census of the
people. It was not just a counting of heads for God, but, for the
leader's benefit, identification of every individual's role. They all
served God through orderly, harmonious teamwork. There were
people to organize, people to clean and prepare the worship space,
people responsible for moving furniture, others for the refreshments
and washing up...

Ash Wednesday comes on March 1st this year so be prepared !
Before you realise, it will be Lent with weekly Home Groups and
Lunches, up to Easter. Soon after, our weekday Open Church will re-

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)
commence — opportunities to find a role, or rather plenty of openings for
Christian service.

Jesus is the one who calls and empowers us in service of every kind. It
may be another person who prompts us, but we should not wait to be
asked, only be willing to be used by the Lord. Please pray about this.
The Holy Spirit may be nudging you towards a somewhat different kind
of commitment and busy-ness.

Cynthia Whittle

SEND A COW - THANKS (Updated)

A VERY BIG Thank you to the Parish. By not
sending each other cards, you raised over £225
for a cow for Lesotho. This represents about
3/10 of a Cow.

Cynthia Whittle

LENT LUNCHES
Every Saturday during Lent
Starting on Saturday March 4th
from 12:00 until 13:30
in Christ Church Parish Hall

Come and enjoy
Delicious Soups, Crusty Bread and Cheese
followed by tea or coffee

All proceeds to Tear Fund

Suggested minimum donation £2.50 per person
Don't forget to gift Aid your donation if you are a tax payer
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IDWAL FESTIVAL

Inter-diocesan West Africa Link with Chichester, Guildford and Portsmouth

“JUST TRADE OR BETRAYED”

Bl
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There will be presentations and workshops on H
Education Links in Africa, Co-op Fair Trade, Parish Links in
West Africa, African Music and displays by mission agencies. |
Speakers include I

Bishop Michael Doe & H.E. Isaac Osei H
Saturday 18th February, 2006 0

9.30 am - 3.30 pm I

I

I
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at Portsmouth Cathedral
Coffee& tea. BYO lunch, or pre-book at Cathedral (£3).
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Advance notice — but you will need to book !
we hope to organise a party to attend

PROM PRAISE

at Portsmouth Guildhall

7.30 pm Saturday 29" April 2006
with
Noel Tredinnick & the All Souls Orchestra,
the Prom Praise Choir & Heidi Pegler (soprano)
Tickets £7.50 to £19.50

(including souvenir programme)
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Can you make tea and coffee? Could you spare one hour about once
every 6 weeks on a Wednesday morning ? I'm sure you said yes!
You're the person we are looking for. If you could help in supporting
the Toddler group, who meet in the Parish Hall on Wed. mornings, by
making drinks for them then please contact Sheila Gill
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Mission of the Month

The Children’s Society

We tend to think of children in other

lands as being in greatest need, yet
recently media attention has focused on
how we must protect children from
exploitation or abuse in our own
country. This reminds us of the
importance of the work of the Children’s
Society here in Britain.

Sadly, abuse in various ways deprives
the young of their innocence and a
normal childhood. The Children’s
Society provides support and guidance,
and where possible provides some
stability in the lives of young people in
need. Locally workers in the community
seek to help children to manage and
cope with these situations.

Bullying can turn happy youngsters into
frightened ones dreading school while
divorce and family divisions add to the
confusion instead of giving loving
security. Working to overcome these
problems, the Children's Society
continues to need our help so the
income from a Christingle and Candlelit
Supper are invaluable.

Let us continue to pray for children at
risk at home and abroad (where our
support is channelled through the VIVA
network).

Helping Children in Need

Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS for

the Christingle and
Candlelit  Supper which
enabled wus to value

children and help those in
need

PRAY FOR all the
community workers seeking
to empower children to
express their problems

THANK GOD for Refuges
and Safe Houses for
children to come off the
streets and pray for those
working there

PRAY for children of
Travellers’ that they may
obtain a proper education.

PRAISE GOD for those
working with Young Carers
and pray for time to relax

away from their own
responsibilities and
opportunity to fulfil their

potential.




Parish Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS for all the many
blessings we receive day by day

PRAISE GOD for all our friends
and church fellowship and
weekly opportunities to meet to
learn and worship

PRAY for preparation this month
for Lent and for our individual
personal commitment

PRAY FOR Wardens Ministry
team, Project leadership team
and PCC as they plan and make
decisions

GIVE THANKS for the prayer
leaders, Bible readers,
musicians, singers, preachers &
all who lead worship

PRAY FOR all who are lonely,
undergoing or awaiting hospital
treatment, or receiving

care at home

PRAISE GOD for our fellow
Christians in other churches and
denominations.

Winter Parish Meetings

“An Overview of the Word of God”,
based on the 100-minute Bible.

Wednesday 7.30to 9 pm, in church
1% February
1% March

Home Groups
Evening Groups 19:30 to 21:00

Monday, February 13"
at 20 Crookhorn Lane
(Tewsleys’)

Tuesday, February 14"
at 1 Woodfield Avenue
(Jolys")

Wednesday, February 15"
at 30 Hilltop Crescent
(Daphne Bevis)

Thursday, February 16"
at 97, The Dale
(Coles))

Afternoon group 13.30 — 15:00

Wednesday, February 15"
at 54 Deverell Place
(Molly Ayling)

Friday Fellowship
Friday fellowship meetings are from
dem to 4 pm in the hall on
3" February, 17" February
3" March, 17" March

R
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It may be aluminium - recyclable for church funds !
But how can we be sure if it really is aluminium?

1. Aluminium is a metal, that is light weight
2. Aluminium is a shiny or grey metal
3. Aluminium is used for ready meal dishes
4. Aluminium is used for baking foil.

How can we know if it is NOT aluminium ?

5. Aluminium is NOT magnetic (you can test it)
6. Aluminium is squeezable and not brittle

7. Aluminium is NOT flimsy like melamine film

8. Aluminium is a metal that will not burn.

Can you think of any other tests for aluminium ?

Already £50 has been raised by people putting clean ALUMINIUM
in the grey container in the church porch. It is worth remembering
to bring your contribution of Aluminium for re-cycling when you

come to church.

Norman Sabine will do the rest! Thanks Norman

Stamps and Cards
Don't forget to recycle your stamps and cards!
Please put them in the labelled box at the back of
church. Every one is worth money for The Leprosy
Mission.
Reg Taylor




From Beyond the Hill
Curate’s Corner

Dear All
‘\ |/ As | write this | am aware that already we are well
)Q’.N into the start of 2006. A New Year always reminds
g me of a blank diary with pages that are waiting to

be filled in as we progress through the year. It will
be a diary of our daily lives and the recording of the joys and sorrows
that we will all probably experience over the next twelve months.

Many of you will perhaps already be making plans for the forthcoming
months, perhaps planning holidays, visits to family and friends or looking
forward to changes and the possibility of new challenges that a new year
always offers. As a Church we too have to make plans and already we
are looking towards Lent and our services for Easter.

We recently spent a lovely morning with some of the couples who are
planning to be married at our church during this year. As well as
planning for services we have social functions to arrange, many of which
will be aimed at helping to raise funds towards our vision for the future
re-ordering of the Church and the plans for our new Portsdown Centre.

| am very excited about another new project that | am involved with. This
year we are going to start a Pastoral Visiting team. This will enable us as
a Church to reach out to the community and to fulfill one of God's
greatest commandments that we should love our neighbour as
ourselves. | believe that there is a great need for people to have access
to a scheme that will provide a ministry which offers not only practical
help, but people who are prepared to sit and offer time to listen and
support. People from Church who have volunteered to be involved in this
scheme will receive training. The potential visitors will have the ability to
put others at the centre and to listen and to show sensitivity in handling
views of others.

Some of the areas in which we hope to be able to offer help and support
include visiting the sick and those who have suffered bereavement,
visiting the housebound, perhaps offering practical help with shopping,

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

collecting prescriptions or filling in forms. Young families often need
encouragement and we hope to be able to offer support to the families
who bring their children to Church for baptism. We will not intrude into
peoples lives or in any way be seeking to hard sell the Church to them;
this is about showing our faith in a quiet practical way, bringing love and
care into peoples lives.

Potential volunteers will soon be meeting and we hope to commence our
training in the early spring, a new venture but one that | very much feel
God is calling us as a Church to undertake. God Bless you in all your
plans for this New Year.

Sandy Phillips, Curate

So ... My second magazine goes to press with the confusion over
prices still ringing in my ears. Hopefully T will be able to get this
cleared up by the next issue. Thanks to those who have commented
on the new cover—its good to get feedback.

Thanks to everyone who have sent good wishes while I have been of f
ill—I am now nearly back to full health and look forward to getting
back to church next week.

Are you one of our / ,  Would you like the
mission name and your details to appear on the back of the magazine?
If yes please get in contact with me.

Items for the March Magazine by / please

Please let me know your view — tell me in person, write to me, put a
note in the "Magazine" pigeon hole in the church porch or drop me an
email: magazine@christchurchportsdown.org I look forward to
hearing from you ...

Nigel Wheatley, Editor
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From another Continent

LINK Letter No. 13

Isobel and Shiisa Booth-Clibborn V,va
November 2005 i)’

Dear Friends

| am sitting on a Saturday night in early November, 70 F, feeling rather
strange about writing a letter to wish you a Happy Christmas.

We have just been through a difficult time at work with one of the team
resigning to pursue her Masters. This leaves me with a heavier
workload and the challenge to recruit again. | have felt emotionally
drained over the last month, as a lot of issues in the team have come
to the surface. | ended up with 2 days off work with malaria, which was
pretty miserable. It was good | had a friend from Kenya staying to
cheer me up!

Viva Network have asked me to join other Regional Directors for a
meeting at the Latin America office in Costa Rica in early December. |
already have 10 days in Kenya at the end of November to train our
Networkers so was very reluctant to travel again and leave Shiisa.
They have said that | can take Shiisa so that will be a very exciting,
but long trip for us. Shiisa is really becoming quite an international
traveller before the age of 5. She copes with long journeys better than
me and manages to sleep!!

This meeting will finish soon before Christmas, so we will stop over in
Carlisle with my sister and Shiisa's cousins for Christmas. We then
travel back to Kenya for a New Year Retreat, which we have enjoyed
and benefited from in the past.

A typical weekday:

Up before 7am to leave the house by 8am to take Shiisa half way to
school - the school bus picks her up from a petrol station. It is a 15-
minute journey on a route that avoids bad traffic but has 2 areas where
the road is rapidly deteriorating and we have to weave around the
potholes! 8.30 - devotions at the office to start our day together.

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)
| then check my e-mail - we have recently got broadband in the
office, which makes things a lot easier.

At the moment, we are busy preparing for training all our networkers (12)
in Nairobi next week. | am working out the training timetable and
preparing the papers for their files. Michael is busy booking their tickets
and confirming accommodation and keeping the finances straight and
Richard is printing badges and putting the files together as well as getting
web pages for each network finalised. Abraham is designing the
Devotions for the week.

We also have our Advisory Council just before this meeting, so | have to
finish our draft Year Plan for them to look at as well as the other papers
for that meeting. | am also working on PowerPoint presentations of what
we have done last year and what we plan for the year ahead (to try to
make it less boring) and maximise the input we get from our Council
members.

So my job involves a lot of work at my computer as well as phone calls to
Networks to encourage them to grow and develop effectively. | also
sometimes have meetings out of the office or need to visit projects.

Esther usually collects Shiisa at 4pm, going to get her with a taxi.

PEACE ON EARTH AND GOOD WILL TO MEN!

Writing this in November this seems far away for many people in Africa
and in Uganda! There is a lot of concern about the situation in the North
of Uganda. Joseph Kony, the lender of the Lord's Resistance Army has a
case filed at the International Court of Human Rights for crimes against
humanity (much against children). This has led to an increase in attacks
and atrocities including on Non Government Organisations (NGOs). A
missionary was killed in Southern Sudan 2 weeks ago and then last week
another expatriate was killed. Agencies are not travelling out from the
towns and this is having an impact on the Displaced Peoples Camps,
particularly their access to food.

Nearer to home, an opposition leader was arrested today lending to riots
in the town centre and the police shooting and using tear gas. Mobs have

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

been looting shops and burning cars. Students from the University also rioted
against an increase in fees. Fortunately none of us were in town but it took
Michael from the office 5 hours to get home tonight. A CMS friend had been in
town and felt the effects of the tear gas, although he was not very near.

| had to collect Shiisa from school when Besigye came back from exile. The
crowd to welcome him lined the road from the airport - which | had to get
across to fetch Shiisa. | had to leave the car and go across on the back of a
boda boda motor bike. Fortunately the crowd had dispersed before we came
back. The hill where we live is not very far from the town or the University but
is a bit set apart so we are quite safe here. Presidential elections are coming
up next March and with such things starting now - it does not bode well.

In any of these situations of instability it is always the poor who suffer the
most and also the children.

We look forward to a good break over Christmas and we will come back in
January rested and ready for new challenges.

Thank you once again for your support for Shiisa and
myself, through CMS.

Love from Isobel and Shiisa
Box 14003 Kampala UGANDA
Email: ibc@viva.org

Mothers Union Program
Meetings in the Church Hall at 14:15 to 16:00 on a Tuesday

Feb 7th - "How did | get Here?" - Sylvia Fisher

Feb 21st - Waste and Re-cycling - Sally Smith (Waste Re-cycling Officer)
Mar 7th - The Dog Rose Summer - Hazel Farrell talks about her book
Mar 21st - To be arranged

Apr 4th - Easter Reflections with Revd Karen Schmidt

MU Corporate Communion is always on the last
Wednesday of the month except for August and December.
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Two Saints
The Society of St Dismas with St Petroc (Wessex) Housing Association Ltd
Mill House Milton Road Portsmouth P03 6BA

Dear Friends,
RE: Harvest Donation

On behalf of all residents and staff at Two Saints, we would like to
thank you for your generous donation of food which was gratefully
received.

As you may be aware we have other "move on" accommodation hostels
and flats in and around Portsmouth. Some of the donations have been
distributed across our hostels and flats and will help to promote
independent living for our residents and the remainder has been used
at the direct access hostel at Mill House to help vary our menus.

We thank you all at Christ Church, Portsdown for your continued
support in helping us in our work caring for the homeless.
Yours sincerely,

Sarah Knight Catering Manager

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 3rd March 2006

Theme: Signs of the Times
By: The Women of South Africa

Services:
14:00 St Johns Purbrook
Speaker: Rev Karen Schmidt

19:30 Christ Church Portsdown
Speaker: TBA

For more information please contact
Sheila King
Or
Norma Gibney
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PO6 3UD-Q Arran Close(19), Islay Gardens(19),
Jura Close(7), Kintyre Road (28), Orkney Road
(43), Shetland Close (16), PO6 3LT-Z Skye Close
(15), Cliffdale Gardens (54).

'‘Portsdown Park' was one of those architectural ‘state of the
art' council developments which looked wonderful but proved
rather uncongenial for many living there.

After initial parish visiting we ran a regular Sunday service in the
community rooms. Those buildings were eventually demolished
and replaced by the new "Heritage Point' - or the "“Scottish
Island estate”. Instead of window level walkways there are
desirable private homes with enough garden to give privacy but
not foo demanding on busy families, including several church
members.

Most visitors approach the estate via the road opposite QA main
entrance but others may use the steps from London Road. This
south west corner of the parish also includes Darby House, the
base for 40 staff of the Youth Offending Team, with a social
services admin block and a small secure residential children's
home run jointly by Portsmouth city and South East Hants
councils.

Just up the hill on the left towards Christ Church is the unique
secluded residential area of Cliffdale Gardens, with nearly 60
'mobile homes'. This is a misnomer because it would take a lot of

(Continued on page 17)




(Continued from page 16)
effort fo move any of them | Some have the most delightful,
established gardens in peaceful cul-de-sacs, mostly occupied by
senior citizens. Current Cliffdale residents are seldom seen in
Christ Church, but they regularly receive parish newsletters.

This month let us remember:

All who live in the Scottish estate, especially young children
All residents of Cliffdale Gardens, especially the elderly
Social workers in Darby House and the children’s home.

(NB: From the Editor I hope that the promised map will
appear next month once I have sorted out the copyright and
obtained a licence to publish it.)

The Dust Busters!

We are in need of new helpers to

clean the church.
We meet on Wednesday mornings ((\
p 10.30am - 12noon.
e == |f you feel you could help out once a WR ¥
month polishing, sweeping, cobweb collecting

please contact : Ros Molloy or

Ann Dove or just drop in and see what we do,

you will be very welcome.

For The Record

"For data privacy reasons this detail is excluded from the web version
of the magazine - Webmaster”
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Christchurch Toddlers meet in the Church Hall every
Wednesday morning 9.45 to 11.45am, during term time.

Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Childminders -all are welcome. There are
lots of activities, and toys to play with and refreshments available
for everyone.

The cost is from £1.50 per session.
For details please contact

HOME GROUPS

Ask any member of a Home Group and they will tell you how valuable
they are. They may use words like “growth, encouragement, interest,
enjoyable, sharing”. They may say that there is sometimes a lot of
laughter or that they always feel free to speak out without being afraid

of saying the wrong thing. They will then add , "if only more people
would come along'.

New year is a time for resolutions so why not make one to join in a
Home Group? This and next month we shall be using the “100-minute
Bible” as a basis for our discussions.

More holy errors!
Church newsletter cuttings and announcements at services!

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been cancelled due
to a conflict.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help
they can get.
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Highlights of P.C.C. Meeting held on Jan 9th 2006

Future Dates:- PCC February 13™. 2006, APCM 23" March 2006

Required a Property Church Hall Manager:- The second half of the
Payment for the Hall floor will be £1,100. The Hall skylight £850 and Safety
exit signs and lights estimated at £1,000.

Portsdown Post;- The Magazine has been increased to 30p. Any articles
for enclosure should be put in the magazine pidgeon hole.The PCC
congratulated Nigel Wheatley on the New Look Portsdown Post.

Portsdown Parish Centre:- A visit to Holy Trinity Church in Gosport, for
PCC members has been arranged. This Church is similar in design to Christ
Church , and the Revd. lan Booth will discuss the recently completed
reordering of the Church. Unfortunately one of our Patrons ,Commodore
Nance, is being relocated and therefore has had to stand down.

First Aid Training:- There will be a training on the 26". February so far five
people will be attending at £10 per head.

Finances:- By not paying the Widley Youth mission £1k (agreed by PCC),
delaying the 2". half of the floor bill & reducing the 05 Quota by the costs of
additional clergy(required to cover the Vicars absence — not a formally
approved deduction) we have just managed to retain a positive cash flow at
year end. We enter 2006 in a parious financial state.

Archdeacon :- Chris Lowson leaves Portsmouth for pastures new. His
position will be filled by The Ven. Dr.Trevor Reader from 26" February 2006.

Correspondence;- The Roberts Centre sent a letter of thanks for the
Christmas gifts taken to them by Cynthia & Patrick Whittle.

Sacristans:- A need for at least four sacristans for setting up and clearing
the Lords Table before & after Holy Communion. A rota is to be set up and
volunteers to be sought.

A day of Prayer:- will be arranged by Cynthia Whittle for the APCM On the

23", March 2006.
Ann Dove - PCC Secretary
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