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From the Other Side of the Hill

\ /, Have you remembered the comma? This is
\\/\/ now a national issue after publication of a
S cartoon-illustrated book for schoolchildren.

\\ But | wonder how much any of us can
manage to absorb from all the information

bombarding us ? Sometimes it seems as if no
one looked at the notices or pew sheet or heard the
announcements ! Is it apathy or information saturation? What

makes people "switch off" or opt out of participating in non-
Sunday church activities ?

With five Lent home groups each week proving so stimulating,
one wonders why more people do not join in ? What is it that
prevents YOU from identifying with church members, away
from the pew ? We are fortunate that some of TV's Prom
Praise musicians will join in our Morning Worship at Christ
Church on 30" but while many other Christians eagerly
anticipate the Saturday evening Guildhall event, our own
enthusiasm has been rather muted.

Jesus didn®care for excuses. He was quite sharp when would-
be followers wanted to put some personal priorities first; the
Parable of the Sower also indicates that not everyone will
accept the Word.

Even after three years alongside Jesus, the disciples still did
not really understand all that he was telling them. But
committed church members, regularly acceding to the
Commandments and professing our belief, cannot claim lack of
awareness.

(Continued on page 9)



(Continued from page 8)

The Christian life is not like state-of-the-art mod-cons which can
be switched off, or left on stand-by. Nor is it like an old fashioned
gadget which, once put into operation, can be left at work without
further reference to the instruction book. In modern parlance it is
“24/7 and 7/52” and, just like the very latest digital devices, needs
reference to the manual and frequent replenishment of batteries !

Lent and Easter can be a time for experiencing a spiritual surge —
but will it last longer than the chocolate eggs ?

Cynthia Whittle

LENT LUNCHES

Every Saturday during Lent
April 1st and 8th
from 12:00 until 13:30
In Christ Church Parish Hall

Come and enjoy
Delicious Soups, Crusty Bread and Cheese
followed by tea or coffee

All proceeds to Tear Fund

Suggested minimum donation £2.50 per person
Don't forget to gift Aid your donation if you are a tax payer
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Advance notice — you will need to book !

PROM PRAISE

at Portsmouth Guildhall

7.30 pm Saturday 29" April 2006
with
Noel Tredinnick & the All Souls Orchestra,
the Prom Praise Choir & Heidi Pegler (soprano)
Tickets £7.50 to £19.50

(including souvenir programme)
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Mission of the Month
St Peter’s Koforidua Ghana

It is 4 years since a group of us visited
our friends in West Africa, with IDWAL,

the Inter-Diocesan West Africa Link
started by the late Vernon Herbert of
Christ Church.

Portsmouth focus is on Ghana;
Chichester & Guildford on Sierra Leone
and Nigeria. We send Portsdown Post
each month with a letter, usually from
Margaret Baggs, who apparently writes
more legibly as a result!

Dean Joseph Biney is the
correspondent from St.Peter’s, who have
been praying for the health of our Bishop
and our Vicar. This shows the essential
nature of the link, - for mutual fellowship
& spiritual support.

Some members of our church are in
touch with Peggy Dwamini,
Churchwarden, and the others who were
so hospitable to us.

Recently an IDWAL Day at our
Cathedral was memorable for colourful
costumes — not only on our West African
visitors ! ( It is an occasion to display
cloth gifts but usually worn on top of
warmer attire! ) Many readers will be
supporting Ghana in a different way,
through buying “Divine" chocolate and
Fair Trade Cocoa.

We hope that our parish may be able
to bring over someone from St Peter® for
a visit. That fund is still growing, so
please support it.

Inter-Diocesan West Africa Link

Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS for

the wardens and lay
helpers assisting at
services and running the
Koforidua parish.

PRAY FOR all the poor
parishioners who depend
on help from St Peter’s.

THANK GOD for the
missionaries who
founded the church in
Ghana and for all
carrying on ministry to
the children.

PRAY for Dean Joseph,
all the St Peter’s clergy,
the Koforidia SU worker,
& student activities.

PRAISE GOD for Fair
Trade, and pray for those
helping Ghanaian
farmers, workers and the
cooperatives to get
reasonable income.

PRAISE THE LORD
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Parish Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS for the new
PCC and for their willingness
to take on the responsibility
for all the parish affairs.

PRAY FOR all the ministry
team, sharing in the Easter
services and the home visits.

GIVE THANKS for the Junior
Church leaders and pray for
all our younger members.

PRAY FOR
school holidays &
pupils revising
examinations.

children on
older
for

PRAISE GOD for all the joys
of Easter, and for answered
prayers, in accord with his
ultimate purposes.

REMEMBER all those
recently bereaved, all people
recovering from surgery, and
their carers.

ASK GOD if there is
something you can do as we
recommence Open Church.

GOOD

FRIDAY
Service of
Witness

10:00 on 14" April

We meet at the church and

walk, carrying the Cross,
around the corner (under the

bridge) onto Portsdown Hill

for a short service on the
grassy slope, processing back

to the church, for hot cross

buns & coffee.

100-minute Bible

This Lent, we used this little book for
our discussions on an “Overview of the
Bible”. We now have a version in

Large Print
which is available at £2.50
and you may wish to buy one for the
Lent home groups
(on April 3,4,5, or 6™)

the next Parish meeting,
on Wednesday May 3",

or May & June home groups
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Stamps and Cards
Don't forget to recycle your stamps and cards!
Please put them in the labelled box at the back of
church. Every one is worth money for The Leprosy
Mission.
Reg Taylor
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Chrig Church Partsdown
Mahas Union

CoffeeMarningand Cake3all.
Brica-BracBodk Sdl & Raffle

on
Sturday 13th May 2006
10.00 am-12.00 noon

a
Chrig Church Hall,
Landon Road, Widey

Comeand enjoy acup of affesar teg,
withasonear toeded teacake
Treat yoursdf toaddidouscakefram

thecakeddl totakehorefa tea

Prooadsin aid of MU Brandh Funds
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3 3
x Christ Church Portsdown x*
o Mothers’ Union z:;
7N . 7IN
sk Outing to Kew Gardens sk
3k 3
o on %
* Tuesday 20th June 2006 zgi
3 | o
%Eé Leave Christ Church at 8.45 am 925
N Return Christ Church 7.30 pm (approx) 3%
3 3
%  Kew Gardens has the world’s most beautiful collection of rare and 3§
% exoctic plants. <
3k 3
Iz )
i:; Kew Palace (optional visit) j
%Eé Kew Palace is set within the Gardens and was the family country home 955
3k of King George Il between 1800 and 1818. N
3 3
955 To join us on the outing or for further information 9%
3k please contact K
Sl Az
7N O 7N
3% 3
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Mothers Union Program
Meetings in the Church Hall at 14:15 to 16:00 on a Tuesday
Apr 4th - Easter Reflections with Revd Karen Schmidt

May 2nd - Service in Church
May 16th - | was bornin a zoo - Talk by Laura Beal

MU Corporate Communion is always on the last Wednesday
of the month except for August and December.
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A JUGGLING ACT
Do you sometimes wish you had a third hand when having coffee after
the morning service and try to balance cup, saucer and bag , papers etc.
all at once?

It has been suggested that mugs would be so much easier ( and save on
the washing up). The church mugs will be on sale and if each person
who enjoys a cup of coffee were to buy one and donate it we would soon
be able to return the cups and saucers to the church hall.

If you are too late and the church mugs have all been sold you could
give a "nice" mug from home - not thick or with silly words on it but one
we could happily give to a visitor.

If you don®want to juggle everything on a Sunday morning then do buy

and give a mug! June Ames
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Highlights of P.C.C. Meeting held on March 13" 2006

Future Dates:- APCM March 23 rd March.

Future Dates:- April 23rd. & April 30th. Parish Boundary walks
April 30th.Kairos Evening Service All Saints Denmead

Our Vicar:- The Revd. Paul Norton has been welcomed back, but will be on
a reduced programme, and will take things fairly easy to start with.

Summer Fete Julylst:- Purbrook Park School has been booked for this
event. Volunteers are now needed to run the stalls. Mr. Sid.Way has offered
to run the Fete.

Open Church:- The Church will be open in April after Easter. Stewards will
be required, please keep an eye open for the rota , many volunteers will be
needed , please put your name down to help with this task

Hall Manager:- A property manager for the Church Hall is still required.
Could you fill this post???

Christian Aid Week:- This will be from May 14th. — May 20th.

Archdeacon Trevor Reader:- The archdeacon will preach at the 10:30
service on April 2nd.

Palm Sunday:- This will also be our Gift Day — envelopes will be provided.

Ann Dove - PCC Secretary




