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A Special Prayer for Christian Aid Week:

Lord God, The HIV disease is beyond us alone. Please, Lord, help
young people to rid Ethiopia of HIV. Give us the will and the ability to
bring about change. You can do anything, so let all people pray for
this. And as we have received your love, so may we love one another
and support one another.

We pray this in the name of Jesus.
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In an episode of ‘The Simpsons’, Homer Simpson
exclaims “l@n having the best day of my life, and |
owe it all to not going to church”.

In the past church attendance has seemed to be
something of a social duty, a chore and burden. But our present
understanding today shows us that church membership is about
discipleship to Jesus, which involves much more than just turning up for
some Sunday services. No part of discipleship is ever about pottering
around as if it were a ‘pastime’, but it is about engaging in a ministry of
service and celebrating life.

Our weekly worship services that we experience at Christ Church are
relevant, meaningful, and uplifting occasions because to us church
membership is rooted in being part of this mixed gathering of Jesus’
disciples who are seeking together, however falteringly, to serve the
risen Lord. This service is about, what Christians ‘are’ and ‘do’
throughout the week. This service is about our priorities, attitudes and
actions centred on God’s call to love and serve. But this doesn’t mean
that it is all heavy sombre and serious stuff. We can discover as much
about ourselves, God, and the community through our vulnerable human
attempts at hilarity, surprise, and trial and error!

The type of service that Jesus intends for his disciples is not about
letting people know what we are against, but is rather very much about
declaring and sharing with the community those things that we stand for.

This month we will be fully engaged with ‘Christian Aid Week’, and this is
one great example of sharing what the church stands for in the local
community and in the world as a whole. This opportunity is so
invaluable and positive that it is too good to miss. Let us not forget that
charity begins in our hearts, and seek to get fully involved and invite
others to join us.

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)

The Portsdown Project is another way in which we clearly show what we
are about in the community, and this project is now gathering pace. It is
important that we all get fully behind this project in prayer at this crucial
time. We can use the clear information that can be found on the board at
the church entrance to inform our prayer, and to guide our involvement.
Prayer is vital in this endeavour to ensure that all our actions are
focussed on God's will, and that all we undertake is done in God's
strength and timing.

Because following Christ opens up so many opportunities and becomes
so challenging and fulfilling, | hope that we will all be able to confidently
say “l@n having the best day of my life, and | owe it all to going to church”.

Paul Norton, Vicar.
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60 Years at Christ Church

A different farewell took place on Easter Sunday when Miss Phyllis Bishop
was able to be with us to share in our Communion. After so many years as
a worshipper, encourager and regular member of our congregation, Phyll
has moved to a home in Lancashire, nearer her nephew.

We still remember her lovely smile on her 100th Birthday and gasps of
amazement on the faces of the young people when she stood up to
acknowledge their acclamations.

Since then Phyll has coped with having a pace-maker ! At first there were
the two "Miss Bishops", but Muriel died some years ago leaving Phyll alone
in their Carmarthen Avenue home.

Until quite recently the annual making of marmalade and frequent baking
sessions was a feature of Phyll® life especially after her retirement from
teaching Needlework in schools in Portsmouth. When at St Paul® she
used to bring the children up to Christ Church for special services.

Despite failing eyesight and "needing new legs" Phyll hasn® stopped
knitting. Last Christmas her large toy dolls sat among the gifts we took to
the Roberts"Centre - and while waiting to move she made a steady supply
for her carers&hildren.

Phyll was a faithful supporter of Church Mission Society and always wanted
to be kept up- to- date with Mission Partners.

We shall miss her and she will miss us but she knows that she goes with
our love and prayers for her continued health and happiness in her new
home .She will be sending us her address so that we can continue to keep
her informed of our progress on the Project and all our other activities.
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GOODBYE!

Faithful , friendly, fervent ,.....
L oyal, loving,
Out-going,organising,original
Worshipping welcoming willing
Energetic, enthusiastic ,
Resilient, resolute ,

Serving, steadfast

Maggie Harris was FLOWERS and so many other things to so many, whether
in church or in her various gardening activities or as wife, mother and
grandmother .We each have our own memories not least that of her funeral
service with her son® very personal tribute and the rousing singing of Shine,
Jesus, Shine. She is now enjoying her heavenly reward. Praise God !
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“Our Maggie” - The Lost Eulogy.........
Margaret Lilian Harris -- (11 May 1941 to 5 April 2006).

Portsmouth born & bred, Maggie, spent her early years living in Southsea. At
first she worked for the local council, and later for Barclays Bank. She went
part time when her sons were growing up, taking various other small jobs.
For a few years she helped serve at what was then the Corner shop, Widley,
with Judy Scott, and so begun one of her long standing friendships. She was
a cleaner at Purbrook Park School, and later at Christ Church Hall.

Maggie and Brian met at a New Year's Eve party in 1959, and their wedding
was held at St Mary’s in Portsmouth in October 1961. They had been married
for 45 years. 41 of those years was spent living in Park Avenue. They moved
back in February 1965, on the day of Churchill's funeral. This house of
course was home and the place to grow up in for Robert and David, Maggie's
son’s of whom she was so proud.

Maggie was a born organizer, practical, very creative and gifted; whose great
love of flowers established her place in the Church Flower Guild, Co-
ordinating the floral arrangements for a variety of church services. Many will
remember her magnificent organization of the huge Flower Festival at Christ
Church. Maundy Thursday will not be the same again as we all recall her
inspired dressing of the cross by the altar. Her masterful organization of the
Summer Fete was appreciated by many. Because Maggie was very reliable
and committed she never wanted to let anyone down. In fact if she couldn’t
do something, e.g. clean the church hall, (perhaps because she was not well
enough) husband Brian had to go and do it! — in fact he got to know the
church hall quite well really!

Although she was such a tremendous organizer, those who knew Maggie
well saw the other side of her creativity — she was a messy untidy so and so!
A phenomenal collector of..... clutter!! gatherer of stuffll..... bric-a-brac!!......
thus leaving Brian with little space in the house and garden! Her untidiness
was well known to fellow flower arrangers in church — but chaos would soon
turn to beautiful order. Maggie was very much In charge of her own garden —
and it is only now that Brian can move those stones and have his patio back!
Maggie and Brian enjoyed visiting formal Gardens — an occasion for Brian to
have a kip! They were also keen patrons of local Garden Centres, - an
occasion for spending all of Brian’'s money!

(Continued on page 9)



(Continued from page 8)

Few may remember that Maggie was a Chief Petty Officer in the ‘Royal
Naval Volunteer Reserve’ stationed in Fort Southwick, where she worked
on NATO exercises in Communications. But the main thing about this to
Maggie was that she got to wear a white hat and not a black hat!

Many may be aware that Maggie was a good sport, but few may not be
aware that she was also a good shot! She was a full competing member
of the Portsmouth City Pistol Team for many years. In fact the family was
the 4 man team, who between them won many medals and cups. Friends
found Maggie so frustrating to compete against — she would always win!

To Maggie Faith in God was very real, down to earth, lively, and
warranted full commitment. Her faith came alive (along with her love of
flowers) when her Mother died (of cancer). Her faith motivated her to
become not just ‘part of the furniture’ but a part of the ‘foundations’ of this
church. She proved to be a stalwart member, as already mentioned,
arranging Flowers, but also on the Church Hall committee, a keen
member of the Mothers Union and valued committee member, She was
also previously a member of the PCC. She always sought to support and
encourage the Young People in the church. Maggie’s faith helped her to
cope in earlier years with shyness and also depression, but with any
difficulties she always bounced back.

In her last illness she retained her memory (often correcting Brian) and
showed humour in the midst of her illness. She constantly showed
determination, and amazingly never cried, moaned or complained.
Despite the challenges of those last few months, there were also many
special moments — for instance with shared home communions joined by
Sandy & others. Brian is grateful to the many people who visited and
practically supported. We were all aware of the amazing way that Brian
stoically & patiently supported & cared for Maggie. Maggie was a special
lady of courage and Maggie and Brian were a special couple. She died
peacefully with her family around her.

| will leave the last word to husband Brian who summed up Maggie by
saying that she was — “a good wife, good mother, good grandmother,
good friend, and good Christian”.

Paul Norton, Vicar.



From the Other Side of the Hill

\ // April is my favourite month. This year it has
\\ - seemed even more beautiful than ever because of
the late spring. Trees in blossom, daffodils by the
million, primroses along the banks, forsythia as
hedges, and the first bluebells. All a feast for the
eyes.

/

In April, Wordsworth and Browning wrote their memorable poems, but
| do not know of any poetry about May, apart from a folk song !

| do not understood why the Spring Bank Holiday is at the end of the
month, which seems closer to midsummer than to spring. Perhaps it
is easier than the former moveable Whitsun weekend. But have we
lost something in our Christian country as a result ? We do not keep
Ascension Day, so non church-goers have no reminder of Pentecost.
Even some non-Christian traditions such as May Queens and
Maypoles are not widely kept. At least we still have Morrice (Morris?)
dancing as entertainment at the Fete!

Are these post-Easter blues, am | just showing my age, or do we need
reminders of some essential elements for an enjoyable life? Jesus
first, Others next, Yourself last = JOY.This is the secret.

Joy is not dependent on material wealth ; nor on super fitness ; not
even on good vision or hearing, or circumstances. The very old, the
frail, the housebound, the bereaved, can all radiate a joyfulness which
is often missing in those who have all that this world might offer, but
who are not really happy or satisfied.

Remembering Christ's ascension and Pentecost we can remind
ourselves that love, joy and peace and the first three fruits of the Holy
Spirit. Let May be a JOY-full month for us all.

Cynthia Whittle
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Mission of the Month
Christian Aid

Christian Aid works in some of the
world’s poorest communities in more
than fifty countries.

The action is where the need is
greatest, regardless of religion,
helping people to tackle problems
that they face and build the life they
deserve.

At home and overseas Christian Aid
campaigns to change the structures
that keep people poor, challenging
inequality and injustice.

We remember people in our world
who struggle to live with HIV and
AIDS and we remember particularly
those with whom CIA works in
partnership in Ethiopia.

Please help those who willingly give
up their time and energies

Prayer
Bookmark

For the efforts and
achievements of Christian
Aid supporters over this last
year.

Thanks be to God.

For the work people have
put into Christian Aid Week
this year.

Thanks be to God.

For the difference this has
made to the lives of the
many ordinary people
struggling to overcome
poverty.

Thanks be to God.

For those who will give their
time to deliver and collect
the Christian Aid envelopes

Thanks be to God.

We offer all these prayers,
spoken and unspoken to
God, who calls us to
proclaim the good news of
Christ’s love and to love
one another.

Amen.
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Parish Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS the

for
blessing of services in Holy
Week, Good Friday and at
Easter.

PRAY FOR the \vicar
catching up with the work of
the parish and our
“homeless” curate

GIVE THANKS for our
project's progress and for
answered prayers: the hoped
for and the unexpected.

PRAY FOR all our young
people taking SATS, GCSEs
or A’s and for their futures.

PRAISE GOD for the Prom
Praise witness and
opportunities to share the
Good News.

REMEMBER all those
recently bereaved, all those
recovering from surgery and
all carers.

THANK GOD for our
uniformed groups and all hall
users and ,

pray for the
hall car park
fund
effort.

HOME GROUPS

Our "Overview of the Bible" series
using the 100-Minute Bible, will
continue, with a Parish meeting, Weds
3" May and in the Home Groups later
in the Month.

It has been a most interesting,
stimulating and worth- while time so
far, and members feel that non-
participants are missing out ! There is
now a resume of the series available
and still an opportunity to join in..
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100-minute Bible

A few copies of this little book, which we use for our discussions at the home
groups, and Parish Meeting, remain at the very reasonable price of £3.00.

We now have a version of the 100 minute Bible in Large
Print which is available at £2.50

Please contact Patrick or Cynthia Whittle for more information.
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The Dust Busters!

We are in need of new helpers to clean the
church. We meet on Wednesday mornings
10.30am - 12noon.

" If you feel you could help out once a month ~———
polishing, sweeping, cobweb collecting please contact :
Ros Molloy or Ann Dove
or just drop in and see what we do,
you will be very welcome.
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Chrig Church Partsdown
Mahas Union

CoffeeMarningand Cake3all.
Brica-BracBodk Sdl & Raffle

on
Sturday 13th May 2006
10.00 am-12.00 noon

a
Chrig Church Hall,
Landon Road, Widey

Comeand enjoy acup of affesar teg,
withasonear toeded teacake
Treat yoursdf toaddidouscakefram

thecakeddl totakehorefa tea

Prooadsin aid of MU Brandh Funds
I9999999999999999999999999999
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x Christ Church Portsdown x
z Mothers’ Union z::
% Outing to Kew Gardens )
3% %
o on o
o Tuesday 20th June 2006 5
5 5
Iz . \z
;):; Leave Christ Church at 8.45 am ol
0l Return Christ Church 7.30 pm (approx) ;:;
7N N
I 3%
.354 Kew Gardens has the world’s most beautiful collection of 926
sk rare and exotic plants. E3
Al 02
7N N
%f Kew Palace (optional visit) %f
;);f Kew Palace is set within the Gardens and was the family country home z;f
) of King George Il between 1800 and 1818. o
N ~
ifi To join us on the outing or for further information 95
0l please contact Rita Drake or Ann Dove 0l

7N 7N

12 e Mz Mz Mz Mz Sz Mz Mg Sz Mz S Mz Sz Mg Sz Sz Mg Sz Sz Mg Sz Sz Mg Sz Sz Sz Mz Mg Sz sz Sz sz s
2 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I IR I A I IE I I I I I I

17



=]
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[

2 ( ? < =
3 K 1
' 7
5 1 0 , ?,
2 # ! &
. F F) . F2)

5]
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[

= [
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
d

FI:II:II:II:II:II:II:II:II:II:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:I:I:I:I:

OO rCJrC0CCrCrCCoC CC g CC CC 3 cC43cCc43a C3c43a

Mothers Union Program
Meetings in the Church Hall at 14:15 to 16:00 on a Tuesday
May 2nd - Service in Church

May 16th - | was bornin a zoo - Talk by Laura Beal
June 6 The Rainbow Centre - a talk by Helen Somerset-How

MU Corporate Communion is always on the last Wednesday
of the month except for August and December.
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Genesis - Book of Moses - The Beginning

Fill In The Missing Words and find the Chapter and verse number

1. And Joseph dreamed a , and he told it his brethren: and
they him yet the more.

2. And his brethren him; but his father observed the saying.

3. And the man said, They are hence; for | heard them say,
Letus goto . And Joseph went after his brethren, and

found them in Dothan.

4. And he knew it, and said, It is my son® :an evil beast
hath devoured him; is without doubt rent in pieces.

5. And Er, firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the Lord;
and the Lord slew him.

6. And he said, | will send thee a kid from the . And she
said, Wilt thou give me a , till thou send it?

7.  And it came to pass in the time of her , that, behold, twins

were in her womb.

8.  And Joseph found in his sight, and he served him: and he
made him over his house, and all that he had he put into
his hand.

9. And it came to , when she saw that he had left his garment
in her , and was fled forth,

10. And the keeper of the prison committed to hand all the
prisoners that were in the ; and whatsoever they did

there, he was the doer of it.

Chapter ___, Verse ____
Chapter ___, Verse
Chapter ___, Verse ____
Chapter ___, Verse
Chapter ___, Verse ____

Chapter ___, Verse
Chapter __ , Verse
Chapter ___, Verse
Chapter __ , Verse
0. Chapter __ , Verse
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For The Record (Mid March to Mid April)

Baptisms: None

Funerals: Robert Matthews (28 June 1920 - 19 March 2006)
Margaret (Maggie) Harris (1942 -5 April 2006)
Irene Dora (Aunty) Meyer (1920 - 1 April 2006)
Mr Clark (1953 - 11 April 2006)
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Next Sunday is the family hay ride and bonfire at the Fowlers©Bring your
own hot dogs and guns. Friends are welcome! Everyone come for a fun
time.

Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for more
transfusions. She is also having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of
Pastor Jack® sermons.
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