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For many people the idea of ‘Church’ has overtones
of large dark solemn buildings with religious rituals
and ceremonies. If there is ever anything that shows
this image to be severely limited and false it is the
biblical account of Pentecost (50 days after Jesus’
resurrection). We read that the Holy Spirit descended
on all of the waiting Apostles and Disciples of Christ, filling each of them
with great power love and boldness; so much so that they couldn’t
contain it and had to break out of the confines of the upper room where
they had been hiding and share this awesome gift and blessing from
God with the whole world, despite any risk to themselves. Trying to keep
the lid on what they discovered would be like trying to put a hurricane
into a test tube.

We are clearly shown at Pentecost that ‘Church’ is in fact amazingly
something that happens to ordinary people. These people become so
aware of their limitations and their desire for so much more in life that
they become able to accept the flooding and filling of their lives with
God'’s Spirit, and the accompanying enabling gifts of the Spirit. Thus
they go on to do something that shakes not only their lives, but also the
lives of those they meet. They share the Gospel of the crucified and
risen Jesus in the Community.

Pentecost reminds us of the unity and also the task of the ‘church’, as
God'’s Spirit is available to all believers equally, and equally all are
equipped for their common vocation.

The gift and new life of the Spirit given at Pentecost heralds the birth of
this ‘church’. As at every birthday there is something to celebrate, and
this is what we will be doing on Pentecost Sunday, June 4™. We have
had Christmas and Easter, but all is not over because we have the
birthday of the church to celebrate at Pentecost. This is the main festival
we will enjoy this month. Helping us to celebrate will be the Archdeacon,
Trevor Reader, who will preach and preside that day. It will be good to

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)
welcome him again.

The point of church buildings is not to be the focus and be all and end all
of our religious ceremonies and practices, but rather expressions of our
diverse and creative worship and love for God, and centres from which
we can undertake our task and mission in the community in an up to date
and relevant manner.

This is the spirit of what we wish to be and do as we develop our own
church building at Christ Church through our parish project. We want a
place to celebrate Christ’s life, to confidently grow our faith, and to
compassionately share Christ's love with the community. But, not just for
today because the church is going to be here for a long time to come. Our
prayers plans and actions must go beyond our own needs and take into
account the sufficient flexibility required to allow for the church of the
future to undertake its vocation.

The Church of today and the future will always have good reason and
something to celebrate every time the festival of Pentecost, the birthday
of the church, comes around.

Paul Norton, Vicar.
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From the Other Side of the Hill

/ At last there are some Jews and Christians

\\\ / who are planning to boycott THAT film. |

AR couldn® help thinking that if the sort of ideas
presented in the original book pertained to

' other faiths there would have been many

\\ Fatwas and tremendous outbursts of
indignation.

| cannot help wondering if we have too much of a @issez- faire©
attitude towards our personal beliefs and therefore feel no need
to stand up for them or for Christ @e author and finisher of our
faith©

Have you seen WWJD wrist bands, intended to make young
people stop and think "What Would Jesus Do?” before they act
or react ?

| believe we all need to stop and think at times. For me one of
the great benefits of home groups is the airing and sharing of
guestions and opinions. We have been encouraged to consider
aspects of our faith and church-going which previously may
have been simply accepted or taken for granted. Sometimes |
have returned home to delve into more books and
commentaries because of someone else® remark. Such
experiences help us all to grow spiritually.

WWJS is another reminder. "What Would Jesus Say?” We
easily forget that eventually we shall all have to give an account
of our lives on Judgement Day. What WILL He say then ?

| was musing about our lawn - after my mowing it looks very
nice. After some rain it looks even nicer — briefly, because the

(Continued on page 9)



rain makes it grow again ! It reminded me of the need for on-going
forgiveness. No sooner have | come to terms with one failure, there®
another ! This is why my Christian faith is so important to me.
Because of Good Friday and Easter | have the hope of Christ as my
"Mediator and Advocate" when life here ends, as well as my daily
Forgiver.

The lawn analogy isn® completely right since, when | go away on
holiday | leave the grass behind, but my behaviour goes with me.

So as we come to the season of journeys and holidays another
reminder is TIWY. "Take Jesus With You" so that you don® bring
back extra baggage when you tackle that long grass !

Cynthia Whittle
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Mission of the Month
Mission Aviation
Fellowship

Over fifty years, MAF planes have
been serving countless men, women
& children bringing medical care,
emergency food and Christian hope:
a flying arm of the church.

Today, worldwide, the MAF
partnership operates over 130
aircraft from bases in 30 countries.
Every three minutes there is an
MAF plane taking off or landing
somewhere in the world.

MAF enables the work of aid
agencies and missions to bring food
relief and dedicated teams for
medical aid to remote communities.
Flying over deserts, jungles,
mountains and swamps, where
there are no roads, they bring hope
to far flung communities.

Last month, flying agriculturalists to
visit a YWAM Project in Cambodia,
the MAF pilot took a sick baby and
its parents to a Phnom Penh
hospital in 20 minutes, thus saving a
day’s journey by boat.

MAF is helping “Blue Sky Aviation”
to fly mission teams to remote parts
of western Mongolia for a health
development project.

MAF - Flying for Life

Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS for

the dedicated MAF pilots
who fly small planes in
difficult places to save
lives.

PRAY FOR all the MAF
engineers and back-up
teams who ensure planes
are in good condition.

THANK GOD that
missionaries and local
churches can rely on
MAF planes to rush
emergency relief
supplies.

PRAY for medical and
evangelistic work in
remote parts of Congo,
Sudan, Somalia,
Mongolia, Papua New
Guinea.

PRAISE GOD for a new
air strip just being
completed in Sahakevo,
and pray for pilots as
they use it for the first
time.
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Parish Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS for the good
progress on the new project
plans for development of our
church.

PRAY FOR all the voluntary
“meeters and greeters” who
provide a welcome on Open

Church days, and our
visitors.
GIVE THANKS for our

ministry team and pray for
their health during a busy
period.

PRAY FOR all our young
people taking SATS, GCSEs
or A’s and for their futures.

PRAISE GOD for our music

ministry and pray for
continuity of singers &
musicians.

REMEMBER all those

recently bereaved, all those
recovering from surgery and
all carers.

THANK GOD
uniformed

groups and all :
hall users and ¥
pray for all & ) =)
stallholders <g§
and visitors to

HOME GROUPS

Our "Overview of the Bible" series
using the 100-Minute Bible, will
continue this month at the Parish
meeting and Home Groups. Parish
Meetings dates: Weds 7" June and
Wed 5th July.

It has been a most interesting,
stimulating and worth- while time so
far, and members feel that non-
participants are missing out ! There is
now a resume of the series available
and still an opportunity to join in..
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PURBROOK PARK SCHOOL
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Mothers Union Program
Meetings in the Church Hall at 14:15 to 16:00 on a Tuesday

June 6 The Rainbow Centre - a talk by Helen Somerset-How

June 20 MU outing to Kew Gardens - Surrey

July 4 A Country of Contrasts - Pauline Wale will tell us about
her visits to America

MU Corporate Communion is always on the last Wednesday of the month

except for August and December.
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Christ Church Portsdown

Mothers’ Union

Outing to Kew Gardens

on

Tuesday 20th June 2006

Leave Christ Church at 8.45 am
Return Christ Church 7.30 pm (approx)

Kew Gardens has the world’s most beautiful collection of

Kew Palace (optional visit)
Kew Palace is set within the Gardens and was the family country home

rare and exotic plants.

of King George Il between 1800 and 1818.

To join us on the outing or for further information
please contact Rita Drake or Ann Dove
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Memories of Maggie

Rosemary Nisbet says “In May the evening wives fellowship started our
meeting with prayer and remembered the passing of Maggie Harris our
much-loved leader for the past six years, and we read this poem, our perfect

memory of Maggie:
One hand on the Stars © B J Hoff

How do we count the lives she touched,
the light she shed for years?

How do we see the difference she made
when we@e looking through the tears?
How do we know the things that are

that never would have been

Without her valiant heart, that dared

to fight, and fight again?

How do we know what flowers will bloom
from seeds of yesterday.

What songs are sung and dreams begun
because she passed this way?

How do we measure the shining place
that time can never pale

In all the hearts that cheered her on

and willed her to prevail?

How did her spirit soar beyond

the suffering and the scars

To live with one hand clutching hope
and the other on the stars?

We may not know what she left behind
on the difficult path she trod ...

but we know this much: her life® long touch
was from the hand of God.

Copyright for One Hand on the Stars by B. J. Hoff. Used by permission of the

author. All rights reserved.

My Special Thanks to B.J. Hoff for allowing us to reproduce this poem. For
more about the works of B.J. Hoff see http://www.bjhoff.com/
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For The Record (Mid April to Mid May)
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During the absence of our Pastor, we enjoyed the rare privilege of

hearing a good sermon when J.F. Stubbs supplied our pulpit.

The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will
sing "Break Forth into Joy."

Don®let worry kill you off - let the Church help.
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