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As | write this article | am reflecting on a visit that |
made to Holy Trinity Church, Gosport recently. Other
members of our church have also made this visit
previously to look at the way in which that church has
addressed issues of reordering and redeveloping
their building.

As | looked around | was very encouraged and inspired to see what they
had achieved in Gosport. The building was full of natural light and the
electric lighting was very creatively installed and used. The worship area
was arranged flexibly ‘in the round’. The new parish rooms were put to
good use. The ‘new’ was tastefully blended with the ‘old’ in the
architecture and furnishings of the building. You may not be surprised
that | was very interested in the old Handel organ with original stops and
pipes. They had a great team of stewards (called gargoyles) who
helpfully and enthusiastically showed visitors around. There was
definitely a ‘wow’ factor in what | saw there.

Although what had been achieved was specific to the needs in Gosport,
there were some principles adopted that were similar to principles
behind our own Parish Project redevelopment. As | reflect on my visit, |
am reminded that so many churches around the country, let alone our
immediate diocese or deanery, are also redeveloping or have done so.
This is surely a sign of the wider church being open to God together, and
a sign that the wider church as well as the local church is gearing up for
positive advances in relevant gospel ministry for the present and for the
future, as opposed to gearing down in dwindling numbers ready to
retreat. It is exciting to know that we are actually a part of a wider
initiative and that many churches have the same exciting goals and aims
as we do - but each doing it in their known unique but Christ centred way
and appropriate to their local needs.

Also on reflection, in viewing what has been accomplished in Gosport, |
can see more clearly just how good and first rate our own plans for
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redevelopment are, and how relevant they are for our needs today and in
years to come. Holy Trinity Gosport have developed a parish centre more for
their own use as a fellowship, and it certainly fulfils their needs. We on the
other hand are also seeking to provide more facilities and resources for the
wider community — and | am coming to realise even more just how important
and significant this provision will come to be, and what it will mean for the
local community that we seek to serve. It is good that we are not ‘going it
alone’ in our endeavours, but are able to work in partnership with other
churches and agencies for the benefit of all. The spirit and ethos of ‘KAIROS’
is certainly present in all we want to do.

We must also remember that we are not ‘going it alone’ in the sense that
whatever we do we cannot do anything without God’s Spirit, vision, grace
and strength. As Christians we are called to be salt and light in our
community, and our redevelopment is one good way in which we can live out
this calling that Jesus has given to us. We must continue to pray in faith
together for good progress that is always in the centre of God’s will for us all.

During the ‘holiday’ summer months, if on your travels you happen to be in
the vicinity of a church, perhaps it would be valuable to take some time, even
briefly, to see what they have done — or not - and to use your observations to
make your own reflections on what we at Christ Church are seeking to do
here in this parish, and why. Perhaps bring some thoughts ideas (or even
cautionary tales!) back with you.

Have a good summer break, and a time to recharge the physical, mental and
spiritual batteries.
Paul Norton, Vicar.

( ) o+, -
I + 7 . 10 1
5 ( 1 ;
ChristianTiAid
3 1 # o 8 >







Diocese News

THE next Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight will be one of the first women
ordained as a priest.

Canon Caroline Baston, who is currently a rector in Winchester and the
diocesan director of ordinands, will take up her new position at the start of
September. She takes over from the Ven Trevor Reader, who became
Archdeacon of Portsdown on the mainland in February.

Caroline will be installed in Portsmouth Cathedral at 6pm on September 10
and welcomed to the island at St Thomas's Church in Newport later that
week after starting work at the beginning of the month.

The 49-year-old used to work as a teacher in a Birmingham inner-city
comprehensive before training to become a priest. She initially worked as a
curate in Southampton and was among the first women to be ordained to the
priesthood in 1994.

She was appointed rector of All Saints Church, Winchester, with St Andrew’s
Church, Chilcomb, and St Peter’'s Church, Chesil, in 1995. For the past 11
years, she has combined the post with a diocesan job. She worked first as
diocesan communications officer, with responsibilities that included media
liaison, and since 1999 as diocesan director of ordinands, which involved
helping those interested in becoming clergy themselves.

She said: “I am delighted to accept Bishop Kenneth's invitation to become
the next Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight. It is an exciting and challenging
post with both island and diocesan responsibilities. | very much look forward
to moving to the Isle of Wight, getting to know the clergy and people of the
parishes and working with all sections of the island community.”

The Bishop of Portsmouth, the Rt Rev Kenneth Stevenson, said: “I'm
delighted to be able to appoint someone with Caroline’s experience and skills
to this job. I'm sure she will bring a lot to the Isle of Wight community, and to
the Portsmouth diocese as a whole.”

She enjoys both playing and watching sport, and is interested in spirituality,
including how to use traditional insights and wisdom in a contemporary
culture. She is also a school governor of her local primary school, and a
member of both Amnesty International and Medicin Sans Frontiers.
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Mission of the Month
The Mission to Seafarers

The Mission to Seafarers is a mission

agency of the Church of England and
relies entirely on voluntary contributions
to continue working in over 200 ports
around the world. Its parish is a vast and
dangerous place covering the shipping
lanes of the world, and its parishioners
are the seafarers who work thousands of
miles from their homes and families.

Many seafarers come from the poorest
parts of the world and go to sea as their
best chance to earn a decent wage to
support their families back home. Most
times they are out of sight and out of
mind — and yet we could not do without
them. Your morning cup of tea, the fuel
in your car and so many of the goods
and food that you buy in the shops are
brought to you by seafarers.

But to make our lives more comfortable
many seafarers suffer terrible hardship
and make great sacrifices. They are
away from their loved ones for months,
miss their children growing up and many
are homesick. Crews are often multi-
national and as a result communication
can be difficult so that they feel isolated
and lonely.

CARING FOR SEAFARERS
AROUND THE WORLD

Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS for the
work of The Mission to
Seafarers in providing
emotional, spiritual and
practical support to
individual seafarers
throughout the world,
often at times of family
crisis and emergency.

PRAY FOR the Mission
on Sea Sunday, and
give generously to help
it to continue its vital
work.

THANK GOD for the
Seafarers who are on
ships around the globe,
working to bring goods,
from different parts of the
world, to our shores.

PRAY FOR safe passage
across the seas, for a
safe working environment
and for fair wages for the
men and women who
work on ships around the
globe.

PRAISE THE LORD
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Parish Prayer
Bookmark

GIVE THANKS for the

successful summer fete,
good weather and holiday
times.

PRAY FOR all the ministry
team, and all those who
welcome visitors here during
the summer months.

GIVE THANKS for the Junior
Church, YOOF and their
leaders.

PRAY FOR children on
school holidays &  school
leavers looking for
opportunities for work or
more studies.

PRAISE GOD for all Christian
neighbours and those who
assist or guide our PCC.

REMEMBER all those
recently bereaved, all people
recovering from surgery, and
their carers.

ASK GOD if there’'s
something you can do for

home or
overseas
mission or §
helping on ¥

church rotas.

HOME GROUPS

An Overview of the Bible

Our final Parish meeting, before the
home groups take a summer break, is
on Wed 5" July, 7.30 pm in the church.

The 100-minute Bible has occupied

us since January, and we have not
quite finished but expect to do so in the

autumn groups. A few copies of the

100-minute Bible
remain (£3.00 each) or the

large text version
(£2.50 each).
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Mothers Union Program

Meetings in the Church Hall at 14:15 to 16:00 on a Tuesday

A Country of Contrasts - Pauline Wale will tell us about

her visits to America

July 4

Wednesday of the month except for August and

MU Corporate Communion is always on the last
December.
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Stamps and Cards

Don't forget to recycle your stamps and cards!
Please put them in the labelled box at the back of
church. Every one is worth money for The Leprosy

Mission.

Reg Taylor

17




7:?2 79: 7 6: 6 >-(@ A>@ 2?7 > 67>
R 9>? ( 69 7 2@ (:@

5 8 > - (
( -4 >
5 - (
44 B. P
9 - 4 "7
0 3 - . ( 5
P 44
"4 (
4 ") ' 4
- ( 5 .
- (., ( P 4
, S, 7 5 * -
- , 8 -
3
- ( -
- (. 3 (
5 (

5 / * " 3 - -P
< * 4 5 - +
5 3 ' ,

7 I + 7
4 4
!
(Continued on page 19)

18



(Continued from page 18)

3 3
l_4 (
44 - 8 -
(
. (,
5
3 -P
4
3 ,
7:7? 79: 7 % >7>5 ?% C
" AAB 77
LI >15
( R 560-47E * &
0. )
) 7
% 8 >

19




(:69> 7 (:?2 7
0=A6> % AA 3 (: (

1$)739% < 0 # 4

1 $)4E3 ' 1 $)4T
1$)07W U< ,1$)04 4 .
,1$)0+% - 8

VE A

08E6- 0+6<
@

(Continued on page 21)




(Continued from page 20)

For The Record (Mid May to Mid June)

Baptisms:
Weddings:
Funerals:
Other news:
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The Dust Busters!

We are in need of new helpers to clean the
church. We meet on Wednesday mornings
10.30am - 12noon.

" If you feel you could help out once a month ~ ———
polishing, sweeping, cobweb collecting please contact :
Ros Molloy or Ann Dove
or just drop in and see what we do,
you will be very welcome.
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