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Services in February

Sunday 4th
08:00
10:30

Wednesday 7th
10:00

Sunday 11th
08:00
10:30

Wednesday 14th
10:00

Sunday 18th
08:00
10:30

Wednesday 21st
10:00

Sunday 25th
08:00
10:30

Wednesday 28th
10:00

3rd before Lent

Holy Communion (Order 2)
Holy Communion

Junior Church in the Hall

Morning Prayer

2nd before Lent
Holy Communion (Order 1)
Parade Service

Morning Prayer

Sunday before Lent

Holy Communion (Order 2)
Holy Communion

Junior Church in the Hall

Midweek Communion
Lent 1

Holy Communion (Order 1)
Family Service & Baptism

Midweek Communion

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

Revelation 4
Luke 8:22-25

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a)

Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13




Events in February
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Do you have time you can Give?

Giving time is just as important as giving money to the Parish ... There are
many jobs to do to keep the Parish running and its often the same small
group who pick up more than one Job .... Cleaning, Flowers, Church Yard Main-
tenance, Church Rotd's, computer work. If you can commit some time to sup-
port the Parish please talk o the Wardens - they need YOUR help.

Get the latest information
See the Parish web site for a full and up to date list of what's going
on http://www.christchurchportsdown.org/whatson/events.htm
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From Beyond the Hill
Curate's Corner

o The Mothers' Union is a global movement of

Anglican women who are particularly concerned

\4/ with the plight of women throughout the world.

;‘L%N The organisation was founded by Mary Sumner in

- 1876 in the parish of Old Alresford, near
Winchester.

Mary was inspired fo start this movement after the birth of her first
grandchild which reminded her of the difficulties she faced when she
first became a mother. Her aim was to bring mothers of all social
classes together to provide support for one another and to be trained
in motherhood. The growth of the movement beyond the boundary of
Winchester was due to the emphasis in Victorian British society on
morality and contending with social ills as well as the growth in
Anglican mission throughout the British Empire.

The aim of the Mothers' Union is to strengthen and preserve marriage
and family life through Christianity. In order to carry out this aim the
Mothers Union objectives include helping to maintain a worldwide
fellowship of Christians united in prayer, worship, and service. To help
those whose family life has met with adversity and to encourage
parents to bring up their children in the faith and life of the Church.
The Mothers' Union supports local churches with the prayers and
activities of its branch members, as well as being a worldwide
campaigning charity.

We have a lively active group here at Christ Church which meets
regularly and we are very thrilled that that one of our own members,
Sheila King, is to be the next Portsmouth Diocesan President of the
Mothers’ Union. Sheila is very excited about this as it has never

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)
happened in this parish before.

Sheila Joined the Mothers' Union at Christ Church in 1979, she later
became secretary and then branch leader from 1986-1992. Sheila
became the Diocesan Prayer Representative and introduced the prayer
chain for the sick to Portsmouth. Later she became Deanery President
and a Trustee and then unit coordinator for administration and finance.
Latterly Sheila has been the Archdeaconry Vice President for
Portsdown.

In 2000 Sheila was elected to sit on the Finance and Central Services
Committee at Mary Sumner House and has frequently travelled to
London and other parts of the country for meetings. Sheila feels that all
this experience has widened her knowledge of the Mothers' Union
worldwide. She is very much looking forward to being to being President
and being able to meet all the members of the various branches. Sheila
and the Trustees are fo be commissioned at Portsmouth Cathedral on
March 15™ at 1lam. Everybody from Christchurch is most welcome to
come to join us for this very special occasion. We wish Sheila every
success in her new post and offer her our support and love.

We recently invited all our couples who are preparing to marry this year
to come to the church for a morning to offer help, advice and support
with their wedding preparations. It was lovely to spend fime with them
and to share in their excitement and plans for the future. We recognise
the sanctity of marriage and the importance of family life and as a
church we seek to welcome and value everybody. Our branch of the
Mothers' Union meets monthly in the church hall, if anyone is interested
in joining or would like more details about the organisation please ring me
for details.

Love and Blessings Sandly Philljps (Curate).
(Continued on page 6)



(Continued from page 5)

Mothers' Union Prayer

Loving Lord

We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.

We pray for families around the world.

Bless the work of the Mothers' Union as we seek to share your love
through the encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage and
family life.

Empowered by your spirit,

May we be united in prayer and worship,

And in love and service reach out

As your hand across the world.

In Jesus name.

Amen
Sandy Phillips (Curate)

HALL CAR PARK

The rear car park in front of the scout & guide HQ has never
been properly surfaced. All users of the Church Hall Car
Park are therefore cordially invited to contribute a bank

note towards the fund for providing a proper tarmac surface.

Please give your notes to Patrick Whittle.

Aluminium Foil Don't throw it out—recycle it for church funds !

Remember to bring your contribution of Aluminium for re-cycling when
you come to church. Norman Sabine will do the rest.
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A letter to all

Dear Church Family

One of my sins is that I don't know how to receive but my cup ran over
with all your cards, phone calls and prayers, wishing me well.

I am on the mend and I will know by next Friday if the surgeons have
removed all the cancer on my tongue. It will take fo the end of the
year before I will feel more myself. At the moment I feelill but look
well. Please keep praying for me when you can

With much love
Bea Bea

LENT LUNCHES
Every Saturday during Lent

Starting on Saturday 24th February
from 12:00 until 13:30
in Christ Church Parish Hall

Come and enjoy
Delicious Soups, Crusty Bread and Cheese
followed by tea or coffee
All proceeds to Tear Fund

Suggested minimum donation £2.50 per person
Don't forget to gift Aid your donation if you are a tax payer




A Portsdown Parish Centre Update

You may already be aware that the Portsdown Parish Centre Project
and our building development plan has been put ‘on hold' for the time
being, whilst we all unite behind our Churchwardens to re-establish
the priestly leadership authority so much needed in our Church; only
then will the Church be able to unite to bring the project to fruition.
If you would like to understand more about the reasoning behind this
action, recommended by the Project Leadership Team, then please
take the opportunity to read (if you have not already done so) the PLT
report of the 21°" December meeting alongside the Capital Appeal
Feasibility Study, copies of which can be found in the project folder
at the back of the church or have a word with the Churchwardens.

For 2 years I have been privileged to work with other members of the
congregation as part of the Project Leadership Team. We work well
together combining a number of different gifts and skills; we didn't
always agree but were able to work through all our discussions with
respect for each others views, in trust, good fellowship and a shared
commitment to serve the best interests of Christ Church. The
occasional cup of coffee, odd glass of wine, a few biscuits, cake and
mince pies and a sense of humour all helped us on our way!

The project was launched on it's journey by Revd Canon Stephen
Palmer in 2000 when he encouraged the Church to look at the 'bigger
picture' beyond much needed domestic facilities; to look to the future
of the Church building and respond to the challenges facing the
Church in relation to the changes in society today. The vision for the
building and the aim of the project were then formed on sound
Christian principles and biblical teaching - reaching out to those
outside our church community. sharing what we have; making better
use of our resources in the service of others; providing opportunities
for many other people (who might not otherwise come to the building)

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

to experience and benefit from the spirituality of the place.

It has not always been an easy journey for the church, there have been
a lot of highs when much joy and enthusiasm for future prospects has
been shared and a few (some deep!) lows - a bit like the weather really!
I don't pretend to be an expert on the Bible but it does teach me that
as Christians we must expect to have to endure difficult challenges, to
make personal sacrifices and it is as we persevere on our journey
through the ‘lows’ that we learn that the obstacles put in our way will
not prevent what is fo be; we learn to rely on God more. Personally,
whenever I have been unsure of the way ahead or have sought
reassurance that we are headed in the right direction, I have asked
the question: "if Jesus were here now what would he do?”

It is thus that I remain committed to the vision for our Church building
and the aim of the project and thank so many people for their
wonderful support in getting the project so near to implementation.
We are sftill on the journey... and as all those members of the
Congregation who have worked hard in developing the building plans or
supporting the fundraising take a bit of a breather, we can all unite
behind the Churchwardens in focussing on what is the main priority for
Christ Church. As we pause on the journey, with respect for all the
endeavour of the last few years and the decisions made by the PCC in
relation to the money invested in this project; my sincere hope in
Christ is that there will be understanding and acceptance of the need
to pause the project; the need fo put aside any further debate about
what happens next for the time being. The first next step for the
project must be to re-establish priestly authority for Christ Church,
only then can we resume our journey..... but the destination is in sight.

Perhaps, in contemplating your own views you too might ask ....
"if Jesus were here now what would he do?"

Sheila Gill - a member of the Christ Church congregation
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From the Other Side of the Hill

\ / Who can resist a bargain? Without stopping to
\\/\// think of the reality behind some of the hype on
—_— TV or on garish leaflets on our door mats, we may

easily succumb to the appeal of BOGOF. It is easy
\\ to do so if our income is limited. And I confess to
sometimes enjoying a bit of "retail therapy" in a

charity shop or at a table-top sale.

Far from being able to be in control and "beat the system", did
you know that when we are at the check-outs our purchases are
recorded and a personal profile of our habits may be created to
further tempt us by new special offers! Could this be more
insidious than Identity cards?

I am not suggesting that spotting a bargain is ungodly, but it is
worth noting that Adam fell for "eye appeal” and the anticipation
of more control in his life. He did not question the serpent’s logic
and so suffered the consequences. God mercifully found a way to
restore the relationship by sending the Second Adam, Jesus
Christ. After Christmas and Epiphany, we are reminded that at
the age of 30 Jesus faced severe temptations before beginning
his ministry.

He too had challenges to body, mind and spirit and tfemptation to
take control. Jesus showed that, as the Living Word, he could use
the written, spoken Word to overcome temptation. During Lent we
have opportunity to strengthen our knowledge of the Word to be
better equipped to deal with femptation.

Take Jesus as the Living Word and you also have a Saviour and
(Continued on page 11)
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Advocate in Heaven.....that's a good bargainl Accept Jesus as Saviour
and embrace God as Creator to care for us and receive the Holy Spirit
to provide strength. Another good bargain!

Psalm 37 says "Give yourself to the Lord , trust in him and he will help
you ........ be patient and wait for the Lord fo act....”

Jesus said, "Come to me if you are burdened and I will give you rest"
Here are offers we should not refuse - not just bargains for this
week - but for all of this life and for eternity.

Cynthia Whittle

Decision Welcomed by Archbishops

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have welcomed the decision
by BA to change its uniform policy to allow the wearing of crosses
and other religious symbols.

Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, said:
"I am grateful that BA have listened to the deep concerns that have
been expressed about this issue and that their change of policy now
allows Christians to wear crosses openly. Important issues have been
raised; this is a positive and constructive outcome.”

Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York, said:

"Praise the Lord! T am grateful that BA have finally shown both grace
and magnanimity in this change of policy so as to enable their Chris-
tian employees to display their commitment to their faith. I welcome
the efforts made by BA to allow the wearing of the Cross by those
Christian employees who wish to do so. Nadia Eweida’s courage and
commitment to her Lord is a challenge to us all that love and loyalty
to Christ conquers in the end.”
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Bicentenary of the Act for the
Abolition of the Slave Trade

Sunday 25 March will mark 200 years to the day that a Parliamentary
Bill was passed to abolish the slave trade in the British colonies.

Walk of Witness - Saturday 24™ March 2007

The Church of England is inviting thousands of people from across the
country fo join the Archbishops of Canterbury and York for this
historic event in London to mark the Bicentenary of the Act for the
Abolition of the Slave Trade on Saturday 24™ March 2007.

The Mission and Society Team of the Diocesan Office is organising a
coach for supporters who want to join the event in London. The coach
will depart from The Hard in Portsmouth at approx 8.30am and return
at approx 6.00pm (the times are still to be finalised). If you would like
to come please pick up a form from the back of Church.

The Archbishops will lead the Walk of Witness through parts of the
capital to culminate in a large-scale act of worship. The event,
organised by the Church of England's, Committee for Minority Ethnic
Anglican Concerns (CMEAC), forms the main part of the wider
awareness campaign, ‘Making our Mark’, set up to follow a debate at
General Synod in February this year. A dedicated website,
www.makingourmark.org.uk, gives further information on the Walk of
Witness including a map of the route - Whitehall to Kennington Park.

Participants need to be able to manage the four mile walk which will
take place between 12.30pm and 2pm. You will need to bring provisions
for the day including a packed lunch. Snack vans will be available for
those who prefer junk food at extortionate prices!
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Mission of the Month

The Children’s Society

The Children’s Society is our focus for the
annual Christingle in December, and then
we follow it with our Candlelit Supper, on
Saturday, February 3rd. We are reminded
that the needs of children in this country
do not stop after just one month but are,
sadly, on-going. Abuse often precedes
homelessness; lack of self-worth due to
poor school results can lead to dropping-
out ; feeling seriously misunderstood can
also cause children to drift.

The Children® Society seeks to provide
opportunities for children to realise their
value and their potential. As Jesus said,
"Let the children come to me".

The Children’s Society does not seek to
evangelise but it does endeavour to
share the love of Christ with those who
feel unloved and unwanted.

The Good Childhood Inquiry, managed
by The Children® Society, is the UK® first
independent national inquiry into
childhood. This inquiry aims to renew
society® understanding of childhood for
the 21st century to inform, improve and
inspire all our relationships with children.

Every child deserves
a good childhood

13

Prayer
Bookmark

THANK GOD for the
many Christingle

services that raised
money to enable the work
of this society to continue.

PRAY for children in our
own city who need care and
love, and for helpers who
identify & encourage the
bewildered.

THANK THE LORD

for staff of Children’s
Society as they seek to
bring love to the unloved,
and inform

our communities.

PRAY for families struggling
with poverty, illness
alcoholism, drugs, abuse
that help may come to them
before children are harmed,
and for neighbours who
need courage to act wisely
when they see signs of child
abuse.




Prayer

GIVE THANKS for good
attendances at services and
the willing helpers who up
front and behind the scenes
contribute to our wider
ministry

PRAY FOR our Arch-
deacon and visiting clergy
as they fit in with our needs,
and for our church wardens
as they prepare for the
APCM in March and for
those who write the Parish
Year Book.

THANK GOD for our Home
Groups as they embark on
the Lent Course and
remember those who will be
taking part for the first time

PRAY FOR the Lent
Lunches beginning on
February 24th that they may
be times of real fellowship
and making

of new friends

REMEMBER those who
have been bereaved
recently and those facing
life changing situations that
all may know God’s peace
and strength.

A J

LENT 2007

The KAIROS cluster group is providing
some interesting materials for Lent
Home Groups. We shall be meeting

weekly in our various venues to share

and discuss ways in which we may find

God in daily life experiences.

Regular home group members agree
that anyone joining us will be warmly
welcomed, need not say anything, will

not be expected to give "right answers",
may find themselves quite amused at

times and will certainly find that the
whole time is really enlightening.
Ash Wednesday is FEBRUARY 21st
when there will be a short time of
worship in Church at 7.30 pm with a
brief introduction to the Lent Course.

Bishop® Lent Appeal

Bishop Kenneth® Lent Appeal 2007 is
in aid of the Anglican Institute of
Technology in Kumasi, Ghana and also
for an ECG Machine for Haematology
Unit at Queen Alexandra Hospital,
Cosham. If you wish to contribute
towards this appeal, envelopes will be
available at the back of the church.

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP
Friday Fellowship meets
for tea and chat, in the hall,
from 2 — 4 pm on Fridays
2" and 16™ February.

All are welcome.
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Lent Course

Why not join one of the Home Groups and take part in the Lent Course.
Groups meet once a week during lent. Start on Wednesday 21st in
Church at 7:30 then choose from one of the five groups and join in:-
7.30 pm Monday @ the Tewsleys: 7.30 pm Tuesday @ the Jolys';
1.30 pm Weds @ Molly Ayling's;  7.30 pm Weds @ Daphne Bevis'’,
8 pm Thurs @ the Coles'

Please ring Cynthia for details

One Solitary Life

He was born in an obscure village

The child of a peasant woman

He grew up in another obscure village
Where he worked in a carpenter shop
Until he was thirty

He never wrote a book

He never held an office

He never went to college

He never visited a big city

He never travelled more than two hundred miles
From the place where he was born

He did none of the things

Usually associated with greatness

He had no credentials but himself

He was only thirty three

His friends ran away

One of them denied him

He was turned over to his enemies

And went through the mockery of a trial

He was nailed to a cross between two thieves

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)
While dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing
The only property he had on earth

When he was dead
He was laid in a borrowed grave
Through the pity of a friend

Nineteen centuries have come and gone

And today Jesus is the central figure of the human race
And the leader of mankind's progress

All the armies that have ever marched

All the navies that have ever sailed

All the parliaments that have ever sat

All the kings that ever reigned put together

Have not affected the life of mankind on earth

As powerfully as that one solitary life

Dr James Allan @ 1926.

From the editor...

Welcome to the February edition of Portsdown Post - my 14th issue as
editor. I hope you enjoy reading this months issue as much as I have
enjoyed putting it fogether. Please let me know what you think.

To put an article in the magazine hand it to me in person, put it in the
"Magazine" pigeon hole in the church porch or drop me an email:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org.

Items for the March magazine by Saturday 17th February please
note its an early date due to the short month.

Nigel Wheatley, Editor
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Diary of letters from Rev Hellen Ogwal - 2004

The fourth in a series of 6 articles from Karen Davies who has kept a
diary of letters from our mission partner Rev Hellen Ogwal in
Uganda.

Hellen writes that the family are well. Naomi has finished her third
year nursing exams and has one more year to go. Becky, Philemon and
Joshua are still trying hard at school. Becky had a day of dance,
drama and Music which Hellen afttended. She says it was an
enjoyable time for all who took part and those who came to watch.

Hellen tells us she has pains in her back which prevent her from
doing heavy work and she has to sit whilst teaching. Her Chaplaincy
is going well.

The safety in the region isn't yet good. There are still displaced
people in camps. Vehicles are ambushed on the roads and many
elderly and young people are dying of starvation and poor shelter.
There is however light of hope because many of the rebels are
surrendering which reduces the impact they hold. There are no
rebels in the east and in the north they do not seem so active. Let
us continue to pray for peace. In the camps people are holding
services and turning to God.

Hellen ends by thanking us for our continued support and prays that
we may be used by God to meet the spiritual needs of Christians and

draw in new members.

Karen Davies
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The Knights of St John the Baptist

We had long wondered about the real achievements of the Crusades
and this led Ann and I fo take a particular interest in this Special
Order whilst visiting Malta .

The Knights Templar were formed in 1150 for the protection of the
Holy Sepulchre and pilgrims visiting the Holy Lands. The 12™ Century
saw the beginning of the Crusades and these were launched to re-
establish control over these lands and to drive out the Ottoman Turks
who had taken control.

These Crusades then continued for several centuries, but appear to
have been relatively unsuccessful , in that they did not achieve a
lasting or long term control over the disputed lands .

Arising from these Crusades was the establishment of an elite Order
of Knights having exceptional skills , not only their fighting skills but
also an early medical knowledge and the creation of basic Hospital
facilities. Their concept of care , was warm dry bedding , clean
wounds , and nourish the patient with the best food available.

A succession of battles drove the Knights further and further from
the Holy Land , eventually taking up residence on the Island of
Rhodes. The Saracens continued to attack and forced them to retreat
to the Island of Cyprus. After further pressure the Knights finally
retired to Malta .

Christian Leaders in Europe were by now becoming concerned by the
power and influence the Ottoman Empire now held , and they decided
to actively support the Knights . Eight country contributed a Hundred

Knights each , to reside in Malta , they adopted St John the Baptist
(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

as their patron Saint and the Austrian Knights introduced the eight
point star which was adopted as their symbol each point of the Star
represents one of the Beatitudes .

The show down came in 1565 when Suliman the Great landed in Malta
with an army of 40,000 men determined to remove the Knights once
and for all . A violent seige took place . The Knights were successfully
led by a Senoir Valett ,and killed 30,000 Saracens, Suliman retired
never to refurn . The site of the battle became the City of Valletta
named after the leader . To commemorate the success the City was
extensively fortified around the harbour , and a magnificent
Cathedral was constructed in thanksgiving . The Knights remained in
control for the next 350 years.

The principles of these Knights were adopted by the St John
Ambulance Brigade along with the symbolic eight point Star .

Ann & Colin Dove

The Dust Busters!

We are in need of new helpers to clean
the church. We meet on Wednesday
mornings 10.30am - 12noon.

((\

If you feel you could help out once a month polishing, sweeping,
cobweb collecting please contact :
Ros Molloy or Ann Dove
or just drop in and see what we do, you will be very welcome.
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THE PARISH AS IT USED TO BE

Reminiscences by Kathleen Silk over a cup of tea at Friday Fellowship

Kathleen and Roy moved to The Thicket in 1959, having paid £2000 for
one of 60 new houses built on farm land. When they moved into their
new home there was no garage or shed so the small bedroom became
the "garden store" for tools even a wheelbarrow !

There was no road, just a rough track, with lots of puddles, so Kathleen
wore galoshes while walking to Stakes Road fo catch the bus fo her
teaching job. On one occasion a dust cart got very stuck.

There used to be Morelands Farm, Purbrook Park Orchard, and a
winding Crookhorn Lane, but as houses were built the "Crook" part was
straightened out, but the gate may still remain for the drive that led
info Gauntlett's Farm. She remembers crop rotation being practised:
when the cows finished grazing, then potatoes were planted.

Long before Fort Purbrook became an activity centre for Venture
Scouts and other youth groups, it had been a Naval Communications
Base.

The new houses had been built over an ancient flint road which passed
right under the Silk's lounge - possibly it lead from a Manor House, as
the gate posts remained.

Kathleen remembers their original rockery was built with flints dug up
in the back garden. On her side of the road, concrete slabs were laid
but the other footpath was asphalt. Instead of replacing the slabs, the
council had grit spread on top. Young Helen suffered many grazes. Still

today the slabs remain except where new cables have been laid.......
(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)
When Rev Frank Worwood was the Vicar of Christ Church, he held

some out door services in the Thicket. Later, when Rev Vernon Herbert
came to Portsdown, Helen and Andrew were in the Sunday School, and
Kathleen helped the curate, Rev George Gebauer, run the Pathfinders.
Thank you Kathleen - perhaps other people will fill in some gaps - and if
anyone passes The Thicket, you can tell Kathleen's home by the
flagpole.

Cynthia Whittle

Don't mess with Children
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while
they were drawing. She would occasionally walk round to see each

child's work.

As she got to one little girl, who was working diligently, she asked
what the drawing was.

The girl replied "I'm drawing God."
The teacher paused " But no one knows what God looks like."
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the little girl

replied, "They will in a minute”

Dave Fowler (off the Internet)
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Women across the world join together to pray for
its needs.

On Friday 2" March over 3 million people will be taking part in a Day
of Prayer that circles the globe from the time the sun rises over the
island of Tonga until it finally sets off the coast of the islands of
Samoa. The central act of worship will be a service using material
prepared by Christian women in Paraguay.

There will be services held in over 170 countries and islands
worldwide; in the British Isles alone there will be well over 6,000
services in cities, towns, and villages. These services bring together
women, men, and young people from every background and a very wide
range of Christian traditions.

"United under God's Tent" is a good theme, because Women's World
Day of Prayer unites people internationally and between
denominations, not just on the day but in the extensive preparations
that are necessary beforehand.

In this year's service. The women of Paraguay bring the needs of their
country to us. It has had a turbulent history, marked by two major
wars and military dictatorship.

Since 1989 there has been a return to democracy. Progress towards
social and economic rights has been slow. But the people are young and
full of enthusiasm. The prayer must be that their energy will be used
positively for the common goad.

For more information please contact Sheila King or Norma Gibney
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Women's World Day of Prayer

Theme United under God's Tent By The
Women of Paraguay

Church Baptist Church Waterlooville
Minister Rev Bill Longley

Date Friday 2" March 2007

Time 2pm (14:00)

Please note that this year there will not be a Women's World day of
Prayer Service at Christ Church

CHRIST CHURCH EVENING WIVES'
FELLOWSHIP

We meet on the second Wednesday of the month at 19.45.

Our meeting this month is on Wednesday 14th February at Joyce
Elton-Walters; 42c Stakes Road, Purbrook.

It is St Valentine's Day so we are going to spoil ourselves with Coffee
and Cakes and there will be a little quiz as well.

Members may bring a friend if they wish and new members are always
welcome. Contact Rosemary Nisbet.
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Thanks from Godfrey Joly

Please accept my unbounded gratitude for the efforts of all you
kind souls, who have been giving me lifts to be with Irene at Queen
Alexander and St Mary's Hospitals following her serious stroke on
6'" October. Special thanks to Rita Drake who has done a wonderful
job of organising the rotas.

With my being unable to drive at night and with a charge of £8.00 a
day for parking at the hospitals, I could not have managed these
extended daily visits without your help. Now I will give you an
update of Irene's progress to date in Guernsey Ward, which is the
wonderful specialist stroke rehabilitation ward at St Mary's.

Whilst she still has no movement in the right side of her body and
very limited speech, she is making slow but steady progress. We
have no idea how much she will eventually recover but we do know
that the most crucial factor in her success now is her own
motivation. As you can imagine, it has been a terrible shock for
Irene to go from an extremely active life to being virtually unable
to move and communicate. But the love and messages of support she
continues to receive from friends and family, combined with
specialist care, appear to have recently helped her to turn a corner-
she is how making an effort to work with the nurses and physio's, to
relearn the basic everyday skills most of us take for granted, where
at first she had appeared to have lost the will to live.

Irene will stay in Guernsey Ward at least until the end of January.
If she continues o make noticeable progress she will stay longer.
We don't know where she will go when she leaves, but we are
considering all the options and very much hope that we will be able

to continue to live together, either at Woodfield Avenue (with
(Continued on page 25)
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(Continued from page 24)
carers) or in a "home"

We take great pleasure in the time that with your help we are
spending together. Thank you all so very much with all my love

Godfrey

Mothers Union Program

Meetings in the Church Hall at 14:15 to 16:00 on the
1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month

Feb 6 Mercy Ships - Ann Waters will tell us
about her time with the Mercy Ships.

Feb20  To the Top of the World - a talk by June
Tewsley about her cruise with a difference.

Mar 6 My time as a District Nurse - Sheila Taylor will talk to
us about her nursing career.

MU Corporate Communion is always on the last Wednesday of the month
except for August and December.

For the Record (mid December to Mid January)

"For data privacy reasons this detail is excluded from the web version of the
magazine - Webmaster”
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Bishop appoints new Diocesan secretary

Bishop Kenneth has appointed a new diocesan secretary to run the
diocese's finances and administration.

Wendy Kennedy will become diocesan secretary - effectively the chief
executive of our diocese - from Easter next year. She will replace
Michael Jordan, who is stepping down after 14 years in the job.

Among the responsibilities of the job are managing an annual budget of
£5m, organising the diocese's system of democratic decision-making,
and managing a 28-strong central staff team who pay clergy, advise
parishes, maintain parsonages, support church schools and promote
social justice and Christian discipleship. The diocese covers 142
Anglican parishes in Portsmouth, Havant, Fareham, Gosport,
Petersfield, Bishop's Waltham and the Isle of Wight.

The Bishop said: "I am delighted to announce that Wendy Kennedy will
succeed Michael Jordan as diocesan secretary.

Fifty candidates applied for the post, and the bishop was able to be
involved in the short-listing process before he went through a bone
marrow transplant procedure, before Christmas, to combat leukaemia.

More holy errors!
From church newsletter cuttings and announcements at services!

Announcement from the pulpit by the associate pastor: "Please keep
a close watch on your children as they play outside. Several snakes
have been seen around the edge of the woods." (Then, without
skipping a beat) "Our Easter egg hunt is this Saturday here in the
church grounds."

26



Highlights of P.C.C. Meeting - January 9th 2006.

Future Dates (19:30 in the Upper Room, Church Hall): -
2007..... Feb 13; Mar 13, APCM ... Mar 22

We wish to let you know the outcome of a PCC meeting held on Tues, 9™
Jan 07 to discuss the Capital Appeal feasibility study report carried out
by Action Planning with regard o the Portsdown Parish Centre Project.
Although the project is almost at the point where a capital Appeal is
needed to move it forward, it has become apparent that this would not
be successful without the priestly leadership authority and improved
communications within the church.

It is the decision of the PCC to pause the implementation of the project
until this priestly leadership is re-established, either in a temporary or
permanent capacity. No further actions or decisions will be made in the
short term with regard to changes to the building. Any further
expenditure on the project is suspended, in this way any donations
already given are safeguarded and continued financial support protected
until progress can recommence.

The PCC has asked all members of the project team and its sub
committees to stand down and we would like to offer our sincere thanks
to all of them, but in particular to Sheila Gill and Jim Molloy, for all the
time and commitment they have given and in bringing the project this
far. We would stress that the project is only “on hold" until such time as
we have a vicar who can take both the church and the project forward.

We thank you for the support you have given thus far and ask for your
continued support during this “on hold" phase.

Ann Dove - PCC Secretary
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