Portsdown Post
September 2014

40p

Christ Church Portsdown
‘Christ’s life for the Community through
celebration, confidence and compassion’
Visit our website at
http//www.christchurchportsdown.org

Sunday 7th

Trinity 12

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse in Hall

Holy Communion

Sunday 14th

Trinity 13

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service & Baptism

Sunday 21st

Trinity 14

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse in Hall

Holy Communion

Sunday 28th

Trinity 15

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service & Baptisms

18:00

Evensong (BCP)

Tuesday Morning Prayer in Church 09:00 - 09:30
Wednesday Holy Communion 10:00 –10:30
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Tue
Wed

02-Sep
03-Sep

14:15
19:30

Mothers Union Service
Church cleaning

Thurs

04-Sep

10.00

Prayer meeting contact June Ames

Fri

05-Sep

14:15

Friday Fellowship in small hall

Fri

05-Sep

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat
Sun

06-Sep
07-Sep

17:00
18:00

Worship Band
Mini Youth Night Live at Costa

Wed

10-Sep

19:45

Evening Wives

Fri
Fri

12-Sep
12-Sep

10:00
19:00

Open church coffee morning
Christ Church Singers

Sat

13-Sep

17:00

Worship Band

Fri

19-Sep

14:15

Friday Fellowship

Fri

19-Sep

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

20-Sep

17:00

Worship Band

Fri

26-Sep

12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Fri

26-Sep

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

27-Sep

17:00

Worship Band

An Invitation from Havant Deanery
We would like to invite you and everyone in your parish to this year’s
Archdeaconry Consultation Evenings on Monday, 8th September 2014 at St
Alban’s West Leigh from 7 pm to 9pm.
The aim of this evening with Bishop Christopher, Archdeacon Joanne and
the heads of the diocesan departments is to challenge, lift, and inspire.
And very importantly, enable people to look ahead beyond the immediate
year to what we might accomplish together in the future. Together and in
group discussions we will be looking at achievements in our ministries and
the challenges and the funding of these in the near future.
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From the Vicarage

September feels like a time to start new things. For those who are at
school, it’s the start of a new year, but even for those of us for whom
school is a distant memory, there can be activities that have taken a
back seat during August starting afresh. That’s true at Christ Church.
Some of the things we do, like our services and the Neighbourhood
lunch and the PCC have continued without hesitation. Other groups will
be looking forward to getting back into the routine.
For one of our church members, this September will mean going back to
study. We were delighted to hear a couple of months ago that Richard
Hutchins had been recommended for training for ordained ministry in
the Church of England. That means that for the next three years Richard
will be following a part-time course based at Ripon College Cuddesdon
(near Oxford). Richard will still be part of our congregation during these
three years, but there will be times when he will be away for residential
parts of the course, or on placement. Please do pray for Richard, Diana,
Jonathan and Angus during this time of transition.
Of course we do not have to study to be a follower of Jesus, but growing
in understanding can help us to grow in faith. That’s one of the aspects
of our homegroups, who look at the Bible together. This is not done as a
purely intellectual exercise, but neither is the intellect ignored. The aim
is that as we know more of God, so we may know God more.
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The homegroups are one of the activities that start again in September.
Everyone is welcome. Details of who leads them are below, or you can
speak to me for more information.
“Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children… but in your thinking be
adults.”
(1 Cor. 14:20)
Revd Andy Wilson
Homegroup Schedule – Autumn 2014
Monday

Wednesday
afternoon

1st September

Wednesday
evening

Thursday

3rd September

11th September

15th September 17th September 17th September
29th September 1st October

1st October

9th October

13th October

15th October

15th October

23rd October

3rd November

5th November

29th October

13th November

17th November

19th November

19th November

27th November

1st December

3rd December

3rd December

11th December

15th December

17th December

17th December

Monday 1930-2100 (host: Diana Hutchins, leader: Dave Fowler)
Wednesday 1400-1530 (host: Molly Ayling, leader: Jacqui Wilson)
Wednesday 1930-2100 (host: John & Jean Partridge, leader: June Ames)
Thursday 1930-2100 (host: Marjory Budd, leader: Pauline Letters)
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Women’s Breakfast @ Cogs
Saturday 27th September
8.45am
Come and enjoy breakfast,
worship, talk and prayer
Church of the Good Shepherd Crookhorn Waterlooville
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion last Wednesday in the month at 10am
Events in September
September 2nd Service in church at 2.15pm led by Revd Sandy Phillips

Evening Wives meeting in September
For our next meeting on Wednesday 10th September at 7.45pm
We meet at 38 Down End Road Drayton.
Preparations for the year ahead.
Our meeting is open to non-members, anyone interested in joining us will
be made most welcome.
Norma Gibney (number on back page)
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Vision Aid (VA) Overseas
Vision Aid Overseas is a charity dedicated to fighting poverty by transforming access to eye care. 670 million people around the world (10%
of the world’s population) are disabled or disadvantaged because they
don’t have the spectacles they need to see well. Poor eyesight can
cause poverty by keeping children out of school, mothers and fathers
out of work and lowering the income of families and communities. VA
works in seven countries in Africa: Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zambia. It is involved in many ways to improve eye care, and one of these is by recycling unwanted spectacles.
To assist, I would be pleased to accept any unwanted spectacles that
people may have, and arrange for these to be forwarded to VA in the
knowledge that there will always be a grateful recipient at the other
end. If you have any lying around, please pass them direct to me (or
Ros) and I will do the rest. Please note that VA does not want the spectacle cases, and these should be disposed of separately.
Jim Molloy

Open Church Coffee Morning
in aid of the
Christ Church Building Fund
Friday September 12th

10:00 till 12:00
Come and have a Coffee & Slice of cake

Books & Jams Plants for sale
We took £68 last month.
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TRAVELLING LIBRARY
The Good News Travelling Library will
visit Cosham Baptist Church on
Wednesday September 10th
from 10.00 to 11.30 a.m.

There is a wide selection of cards
as well as Christian books,
CDs or DVDs to borrow.
Why not drop in there, not only for cards or calendars,
but for a cup of tea and cookies, in fellowship.

Church Cleaning
If you feel you can spare an hour in keeping our church spick
and span and are unable to help out on a Wednesday
morning, a group has started up on the fourth Wednesday of
the month in the evenings
For more details contact Revd. Andy Wilson telephone
number on back page of this magazine.
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Editor’s Bit
We have a new kid on the block, an addition to the Fowler household of
cats. His name is Pip and he is a delight, he is busy exploring the

neighbourhood, loves climbing the trees and bushes and jumping up onto
roofs of buildings. He is keeping us on our toes it is a long time since we
had a young cat in the home, but he is learning to take time to rest and eat
as we all have to.
Well at the end of July, 28 of us from Christ Church ended up at New Wine
2014 ‘The Gathering’ for a week. All ages and different types of abode
from small to large tents and caravans. It was certainly an experience,
listening to people like Danielle Strickland a Canadian from the Salvation
Army, and lots of teaching on all sorts of subjects. And the music and
praise from so many Christian musicians both in the Arena, the larger
gathering place and Urban the Inner City alternative. Then there was
coffee everywhere, Fair Trade and plentiful. I became hooked on the
‘chocolate mountains’ hot chocolate with a mountain of cream on top and
a chocolate flake or two stuck on the top. There was the Market place
which sold Christian books, Bibles and cd’s together with craft things,
jewelry and clothes all with a Christian Theme. All sorts of charities had

stalls and you could find out about supporting one including the ‘Toilet
Twinning’ (more about that in the BDG report from Ismay)
Ruth Fowler

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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Building Development Group Update

September 2014

What a pleasure it was to see so many people at this year’s summer
festival, for everyone to come together to enjoy the fun and share in
fellowship. The BDG stall this year focused on the needs of others in
relation to toilets in particular toilet twinning. The money raised on the day
has been used in the support of others by twinning a toilet in Uganda.
Toilet Twinning is raising funds, to enable people living in poor
communities to have clean water, a decent toilet, and to learn about
hygiene – a vital combination that prevents the spread of disease, reduces
the number of deaths among children, and brings hope for the future.
I thought you might enjoy the short toilet quiz drafted for the summer
festival BDG stall.

Question 1
What is the old-fashioned name for a toilet?
A: Water closet
B: Water drawer
C: Water cupboard
Question 2
The average person spends how many years of their life on the toilet?
A: 3
B: 4
C: 5
Question 3
What did people in the Middle Ages do with their toilet waste?
A: They threw it onto the roads
B: They threw it in rivers
C: They buried it in the ground
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Question 4
Why should you put the toilet lid down before you flush?
A: It makes the flush louder
B: To clean the toilet
C: To stop germs escaping
Question 5
When were the first separate toilets for men and women?
A: At a posh French party in 1739
B: At a chip shop in Essex in 1911
C: At a shoe shop in Germany in 1845

Thanks to
for the questions
Answers at back of magazine.
It’s not until you look back that you realise how far you have come.
When you see all the changes that have taken place within the church
buildings and grounds so far including:













The installation of the large retractable projector screen
The improved infrastructure eg: water and sewerage
The lowering of the north Aisle
The installation of tea coffee and flower area
Improved quality of coffee
Separate space for prayer ministry
Tidying of the porch area including the new curtain
Improved storage in the tower which for those who need to access
makes it so much easier to find what is needed.
Relocation of the prayer ministry area and music group.
Replacement of the light bulbs with longer life halogen bulbs
The relocation of the children’s area with updating of furniture and
storage.
Construction of an A V platform
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In addition we are looking into purchasing a play pen at the request of the
parents using the children’s area. This will be a flexible foldable six sided play
pen and allow for improved security for young children/babies.
We are also just over half way there with the money needed for the toilets so
take heart at your amazing achievements so far and let’s continue with God’s
guidance and strength.
Fund raising continues in a number of ways. Grants are still being pursued
and the Friday monthly coffee mornings continue. The next main event for
your diaries will be the Hampshire Police Choir concert which will take place
on the 22nd November. Don’t miss it!
This brings me onto the small matter of a fund raising coordinator to join us
on the BDG. We are a friendly team who on occasions enjoy meeting over a
full English breakfast! If you feel you could support us in this role we would be
most grateful. You will not be working in isolation but as part of a team. In
addition there is a training day coming up on 4 th October looking at Capital
Fund raising Campaigns to raise large sums of money for building projects.
Why not do as our curate Annie said at the service on Sunday-“Get out of the
boat and let go in faith.”

Written by Ismay Doughty on behalf of the BDG
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WELCOME TO MY WORLD
My title is taken from a lovely song by Jim Reeves and it’s especially apt as we
have 2 new arrivals to welcome and take delight in. Karen and Stuart’s latest
granddaughter Amelia arrived, unusually for a lady, early and to great joy.
Another eagerly awaited new arrival, anticipated greatly as much by the
grandparents as Mum and Dad, Jacqui and Andy’s granddaughter Alexa
Eunice arrived more or less to order and too much rejoicing. Have you
noticed that grandparents are looking younger?
In our church family we all have a responsibility to the very young amongst
us; we need to support by prayer, and by any other means if necessary, the
parents who face a new set of responsibilities, new tasks and skills to take on
and a complete change of direction in their own lives. It seems many have to
learn a new language, starting with Oooh, Aaaah, kootchy coo, diddums and
other esoteric words, which when strung together in a sentence seem to
evoke some pleasure in the parents / grandparents never mind the young
person they are directed at! One of the big things we can all do, and it’s very
difficult sometimes especially when the young one is feeling tired and
fractious, is to make mum and dad welcome, let us show that their presence
as well as that of their new addition is an asset to be encouraged and
nurtured. Our attitude will determine how they feel in the future about going
to church and being involved.
How we receive a young family into our midst as a church family will set in
place their attitude to a church and ultimately to their relationship with our
Master. For some of us this means a change of attitude and a setting aside of
some prejudices and the too frequent use of tut tut. We can’t all change
nappies, I would have to be shown what end to put it on!!, but we can all
smile a welcome and show a willing acceptance of them into our, and their,
extended family.
“Heavenly Father your son said ‘suffer little children to come unto me’ may
we do the same and by your grace and love will you help us to play our part
in the development, nourishment and growth of our young ones both
physically and spiritually Amen”

Welcome to my world won’t you come on in?
Dave Fowler
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Sequence Dance Lessons in Your Church Hall
Geoff and Val Davies hold ballroom and latin sequence dance lessons in
the church hall on a Thursday evening 7.00 –8.00pm. These classes are
for anyone who knows a few basic latin and ballroom figures and would
like to learn all the popular sequence dances, if this sounds like you we
would love to see you.
We also offer classes for ballroom and latin beginners and improvers,
private tuition is available. We also offer 1st Wedding Dance tuition, all
classes held locally. Our classes are aimed at social dancers, and we
provide a friendly and relaxed environment in which to learn.
We are a small, welcoming group so if you are interested in learning to
dance please contact us on
07500 445984
Or email valdavies61@hotmail.co.uk
Or geoffdavies60@hotmail.co.uk
Please feel free to pop in and say hello on a Thursday –we’d love to meet
you.

Please note that due to Dave & Ruth taking a
Holiday there will be no Open Church Coffee
Morning in October. The next one will resume in
November as usual.
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Mission of the Month Church Army
Bringing people to a living faith in Jesus Christ is at the heart of Church Army’s
new ONE series of films and stories, as we celebrate how God is impacting
people throughout this nation – ONE God, ONE church, ONE mission.
For the past six months, Church Army’s Communications Team has been
travelling around the country meeting and filming people who have come to
faith through Church Army’s work. Over the coming year, these films will be
released on Church Army’s website.
The first of the films features Leila, 18, who is part of Church Army’s Sorted
Project in Bradford – a church run by young people for young people. Here is
her story:
It’s quite rough to be in this area. It’s deprived, there’s a lot of hate towards
people and if you don’t fit in you’re a target, because a lot of young people hang
around in groups and if you’re on your own you’re not safe, sadly. Sorted is good
for this community because it provides a lot of young people who live in

deprived families, in a deprived area, with the possibility of having a family. A lot
of the families don’t have time for you or don’t care, or they don’t show they
care, at least. At Sorted, they never give up on you, they will love you no matter
what you do. You can do some pretty bad stuff and they still welcome you with
open arms.
I dread to think what my life would look like without Sorted. We have been
saved by Sorted because we would probably have gone down a really damaging

route. I gradually came to believe when I came to Sorted. Before, I used to do
everything on impulse – if I had a feeling about something, I’d do it – but now I
question it a lot. Before, I used to be into smoking, drinking and drugs. Now I
don’t act on impulse anymore, I question it and mull over it in my head. Then
sometimes I ask myself what would Jesus do in this situation?
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“AND A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVEN”
I get a quiet satisfaction when I look around the church and see all the
things that are done that keep it functioning and on an even keel; however
they don’t just happen by accident. Various members have responded to
appeals for this to be done or that to be started or again others have seen
a need and just rolled up their sleeves, figuratively speaking, and got on
with it. And because these things happen the life of our church is
enhanced, and its work, in all its facets continues to grow and go forward.
For all that is done for our church by the few faithful there is always room
for additional helpers whether it be flower arranging, cleaning or
additional sidesmen. However there are two areas in the working and
worshipping of the church that really do need additional volunteers. The
first is in the prayer ministry team; there are six of us at present that cover
the two communion services every month and it is our hope that we can
open up the ministry into some of the other services. To do this we need
to expand the group, not only to cover other services but to share the load
and ensure that we can cover the existing services by an extended team.
No special qualifications are needed just a desire to be of further service to
the Lord and His church. If you feel this is something you might like to be
involved with then have a chat with Andy.
Another area that we need to expand is the deputy wardens. Those we
have do sterling work and Ismay and I are deeply grateful for their sharing
of the load. However we have an area that is, at present, only covered by
two of us namely the 0800 service. This service is a quieter, reflective
service and attended by between 12 to 20. The shortage of warden cover
will be highlighted at the beginning of October when the two of us who
cover will be away, we have temporarily covered it but we need a couple
more permanent deputy wardens to share this lovely service. If you think
you can help please talk to Keith, Andy or myself.
God bless you for what you do already, and may your life, like our church
life already is, be blessed mightily.

Thank you
Dave Fowler
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Smile Lines
Back to school

Young James finished his summer holidays and went back to school. Two
days later his teacher phoned his mother to tell her that James was
misbehaving. "Wait a minute!" protested his mum. "I had him here for
weeks and I never once called YOU when he misbehaved!"
Listen up
While giving a sermon one Sunday, two teenage girls at the back giggled
and disturbed people. Finally I interrupted my sermon and announced
sternly, "There are two of you here who have not heard a word I’ve said."
That quieted them down.
When the service was over, I went to greet people at the front door. Three
adults apologized for going to sleep in church, promising it would never
happen again.
Mystery music
A friend of mine, a professional organist, was asked to play for a wedding.
Unfamiliar with the church’s organ, she went to the sanctuary to practice.
Curious about a small keyboard that slid out from under the two regular
keyboards, she tapped out a couple of bars of a simple tune but heard
nothing. Then she played a few more notes, but still no organ music.
Just then a man came running into the church, shouting, "Who’s playing
‘Three Blind Mice’ on the church-steeple bells?" She had been operating
the carillon.
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For the Record :
Baptisms
24th August 2014
Zachary Adam King

Weddings
2nd August 2014
David William Gentle and Robyn Victoria Stanley
23rd August 2014
Adam Timothy Harvey and Tracy Eleanor Hawkins

Funerals
None

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday September 26
At 12:30pm
Main Meal & Desert
Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church
Gill Cross 01243 373174
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Flowers for the Sanctuary Pedestal September 2014
07/09/14 Pat Hatchard in memory of her father
Kenneth Long
14/09/14 Sylvia Fisher in memory of her mother
Doris Broucham
21/09/14 Sheila Taylor in memory of her husband Reginald
28/09/14 Wedding of Kelly Jones and Matthew Tanner
Renewal of Vows Between Andy and Karen Derrick

Magazine Contributions for the October Portsdown Post
by Friday 19th September
Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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CHURCH NEWS SERVICE
Millions of us rely on church community support
10 million adults a year in England use community services from their local
churches. That is more than half of all who access these services. Recent
research by the Church Urban Fund, CUF, has found that these community
services range from food banks, luncheon clubs and night shelters along
with relationship courses, financial advice and even access to computers
and the internet.
That’s excluding the millions of us reached by regular and other church
services such as baptisms, weddings and funerals. In a foreword to the
recent Theos/Church Urban Fund report Good Neighbours: How Churches
Help Communities Flourish, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby
said: "This report demonstrates the scale and nature of that love for
neighbour in practical action. It shouldn't come as a surprise to anyone that
the Church is part of the solution for building community blessing at every
level."

The Rev Paul Hackwood, Executive Chair of CUF, said: “I am delighted that
this report shows that churches are providing such a huge and significant
part of the answer.””
Food for Freedom Week 6 – 12 October
CSW (Christian Solidarity Worldwide) is asking people to bake cupcakes to
share with friends and community – and thereby help raise badly needed
funds towards helping Christians worldwide who are being persecuted for
their beliefs.
Ideas range from holding a cupcake competition to a cake sale, or even a
coffee and cupcakes morning. For more details visit:
http://www.csw.org.uk
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God-sign
(Isaiah 40:31)
So tired,
So weary,
That the beauty
Of the gold-framed clouds
Over the mountains by the loch,
This particular sunset
Releases the tears of weeks
And months and years,
Oh Lord, the pain and sadness of it all,
Why?
And after such discouragement,
What now?
Then, lifting my eyes,
He is there,
Soaring, majestic in his element,
An eagle!
Golden God-sign,
Reminder of the gift of free will.
And so, I choose –
To trust, expectantly, Lord,
That you will exchange my weakness for your strength.

I will soar and walk - and even run again,
By your grace and your Spirit,
For your glory.
I will.
By Daphne Kitching
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd. Sandy Phillips

Curate
Wardens
Lighthouse

Revd. Anne McCabe
Ismay Doughty
Dave Fowler
Jackie Quinn

Church Office
Parish Administrator
PCC Secretary
Treasurer

Keith Fisher
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson

Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager

Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Richard Hutchins
Matt Doe

Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Rainbows (Thursday)
Brownies (Thursday)

Nicola Blofield
Becky Hodges

Guides (Thursday)
Beavers (Tuesday)

Mrs M Calway Kennedy
Elaine Isaac

Cubs (Wednesday)
Scouts (Friday)

Elaine Issac
Mark Issac

