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Sunday 7thh Advent 2 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30 Nativity & Toy Service 

  

Sunday 14th Advent 3 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 Holy Communion in Advent 

  

Sunday 21st Advent 4 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30 Christingle 

19:00 Carols by Candlelight 

  

Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve 

15:00 Family Carols 

23:30 Holy Communion for Christmas 

Thursday25th Christmas Day 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:00 Holy Communion for Christmas 

  

Sunday 28th Christmas 1 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30  Family Service 
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What’s On in the Parish and Around 

Tue 02-Dec 14:15 Mothers Union in small hall 

Wed 03-Dec 19:30 Church cleaning 

Thurs 04-Dec 10.00 Prayer meeting contact June Ames 

Fri 05-Dec 14:15 Friday Fellowship in small hall 

Fri 05-Dec 19:00 Christ Church Singers 

Sat 06-Dec 17:00 Worship Band 

Sun 07-Dec 18:00 Sunday Night Live @ Costa Cosham 

Wed 10-Dec 14.15 Evening Wives Contact Norma Gibney 

Fri 12-Dec 10:00 Open Church Coffee Morning 

Fri 12-Dec 19:00 Christ Church Singers 

Sat 13-Dec 17:00 Worship Band 

Sun 14-Dec 18:00 Mini Youth Vicarage 

Sun 14-Dec 19:00 Mighty Youth to the Gathering 

Fri 19-Dec 14:15 Friday Fellowship 

Fri 19-Dec 19:00 Christ Church Singers 

Sat 27-Dec 17:00 Worship Band 

 
Tuesday Morning Prayer in Church 09:00 - 09:30  

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:00 –10:30 



Counting down to Christmas...? 

Last week a lively group of young Beavers came to see us at Christ 

Church to work on their faith badge.  As we explored the church 

together, the subject of Christmas came up. One small boy’s hand shot 

up and with a big grin he announced that there 52 more sleeps until 

Christmas Day. “I’m counting them down each day!” he exclaimed 

triumphantly. “I began at 102!” 

And if you think that is starting a tad early, it seems he is not on his own 

So when does the countdown to Christmas begin? 

“Back in August…when all the Christmas stock first appears on the 

shelves.” 

“In November when the new John Lewis Christmas Advert hits our 

screens…penguins' et al.” 

“In December, when the lights of the cross on the Christ Church Tower 

go on.” 

With all that is in the shops and the ads on the telly, it’s easy to get to 

Christmas too quickly.  The danger is if we do, by the time we arrive at 

Christmas Day, we are exhausted rather than expectant: sick of 

Christmas because it’s seems to have been going on for months. 

The Christian church has an ancient remedy to help us not get to 

Christmas too quickly. It’s the season called Advent that lasts for about 

four weeks before Christmas Day.  

Advent means “coming.” It’s a time to get ready for something good. A 

time of hope. A time of expectant waiting and cheerful 

preparation….with that sizzle inside of knowing something special is just 

around the corner.   



Advent is there to bring back the joy in waiting and preparing for Jesus’ 

coming- It’s not another thing to add to a long list of stuff to do or feel 

guilty about. No.  Advent is the season to help us be and not just do.  

So this December, why not take a moment to stop and say a prayer or 

give thanks to God every time you pass the lights of the white cross on 

the Christ Church Tower. 

Or come and catch your breath at Christ Church when your countdown 

to Christmas seems to be going a bit haywire. 

For the first Christmas is a story packed full of unplanned, messy events 

– a surprise pregnancy, an unexpected journey, an overbooked 

hotel...Not exactly a perfect countdown to the holiday season either. 

But in the complete mess of the first Christmas, God says, 'Don't worry – 

I'm not going to wait until you've got everything sorted out before I get 

involved with you. I'm already there for you in the middle of it all.  Just 

let yourself lean on me a bit instead of getting stressed trying to make 

yourself and everything around you perfect by your own efforts. Learn to 

be and receive, not just do.’ 

So in this year’s countdown to Christmas, may I wish you joy in the midst 

of the mess, and every blessing from the God of ordinary, untidy, 

surprising things.  

Come and chill out at Christ Church over the Christmas season. Messy, 

super sorted or somewhere in between…everyone in really welcome!! 

Annie 

Revd Annie McCabe 
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Ring Out The Bells 

Ring out the bells and let them tell 

The wondrous news throughout the land 

How Christ was born in Bethlehem 

And brought salvation down to man. 

  

God’s wisdom had confounded all 

Who could have thought of such a plan 

As Deity descended low 

God’s Son encompassed in a span. 

  

He tabernacled here with us, 

As God He laid His glory by 

He lived as man to bear our sin, 

And though a king was crucified. 

  

And can it be He came for us 

To take our sin, not just in part? 

If this be true, come celebrate 

And let the bells ring in our hearts! 
 

By Megan Carter 
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Silent Night Carols – in stadiums, cathedrals, 
churches and pubs 
 

The Christmas carol, Silent Night, will be the common theme for thousands 
of carol services in December 2014 as sports fans and communities gather 
to celebrate Christmas and to remember the Christmas truce in the 
trenches of World War One ( see pages 14 & 15) 
 
Hope is working with Sports Chaplaincy UK to equip local sports clubs, 
community groups and churches to stage the events with the help of 
sports chaplains, local school choirs and Salvation Army bands.  A special 
version of the carol Silent Night is being written to sing together at these 
community events. Already it has caught on and is featured on the 
Motown Christmas album, the Ultimate Kids Christmas Worship album and 
a special Silent Night compilation album. 
 
AFC Bournemouth’s Chaplain, Rev Andy Rimmer, Vicar of the Lantern 
Church near Bournemouth, has held several carol services with football 
fans and players at the Cherries’ ground.  He says ‘The carol service is a 
chance to celebrate Jesus’ birth in a completely unique environment We 
want this event to have a real community feel as well as being attended by 
supporters of the clubs. 
 
Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, who is President of the Football 
Association, and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby are backing 
the events and have written an introduction to the souvenir programme. 
 
The carol events are part of HOPE’s Greater Love campaign, helping 
churches to serve their communities as the nation commemorates the 
centenary of the First World War. They are supported by HOPE’s partners 
Sports Chaplaincy UK and Tearfund. 
 
The resources are available at www.hopetogether.org.uk/christmas and 
www.silentnightcarols.org 
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WE’D LIKE TO TEACH THE WORLD ------- 

It’s a well known fact that domestic violence, family rows, marriage 

breakups etc. all increase over a holiday period and more so at Christmas 

when much eating and drinking of alcohol takes place with very little 

physical activity to counteract them. A close family or group that gets 

along normally quite harmoniously will suddenly erupt verbally and in 

many cases with physical violence and it can take a great deal of time and 

effort to restore a balanced harmony. Over the festive season we shall 

hear a lot about love, peace and goodwill but what we don’t often 

mention is the fact that harmony is a vital component of these. 

You may have been following, over the years, Gareth Malone as he gets 

together various people and moulds them into a choir. It’s interesting to 

see how over a period of time a diverse group of people, who may not 

know each other very well, start to jell together until finally they are all 

working as well as singing together in harmony. Elsewhere in this 

magazine you will read about how two groups of people, who were at 

each other’s throats, took a break from the war and made an oasis of 

brief peace by working in harmony round a football and a well known 

carol.  Music, helped by a little physical activity, does indeed sooth the 

savage breast!! 

Harmony between people doesn’t just happen it has to be worked at and 

in many cases it means that someone has to be prepared to give way and 

not take too dogmatic a stance.  We know from scripture that there was 

discord at times between the apostles, a jar of perfumed oil caused a 

minor outburst which Jesus, probably not for the first time, had to sort 

out and by doing so restored harmony to His followers. 

As Christians we know the real and true meaning of this season of 
Christmas and because we do we can play our part in ensuring that we 
are not the cause of any upset or disunity.  
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month. 
Visitors and new members are welcome. 
Corporate Communion last Wednesday in the month at 10am 
 
Events in December 
2nd December Christmas Tea Party 

Evening Wives  meeting in December 
For our next meeting on Wednesday 10th December 
We meet at 6 Christ Church Gardens Widley 
An Evening round the piano with carols, readings, mince pies and mulled 
wine. 
Our meeting is open to non-members, anyone interested in joining us will 
be made most welcome. 
 Norma Gibney  (number on back page) 

We have a role to play, either among neighbours, friends and family and 

sometimes strangers where we can help bring reconciliation and 

harmony back to them sometimes after many years of estrangement.  Let 

us not just talk about peace and love, let us live it as Jesus intended!! 

May we wear the mantle of the ‘blessed peacemakers’ and that not only 

at this special time of the year but all the year round we can bring the 

leaven of concord and harmony into the lives of others as our Master 

wanted us to. 

So to finish my title-: --------IN PERFECT HARMONY!! 

May God Bless you and those you love and care about, not just at 

Christmas but all year round. 

Dave Fowler 
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 Open Church Coffee Morning  
in aid of the 

Christ Church Building Fund 

Friday December12th 

10:00 till 12:00 

Come and have a Coffee & Slice of cake 

Books & Jams Plants for sale 

We took over £50 last month. 

WE’VE ALL GOT BOTTLE 
 

Judy Scott is appealing, isn’t she just, for milk bottle tops, both red and 
green.  Portsmouth City Council has cut the funding to ‘Portsmouth Coun-
selling Services’ by £60 000 and so they are looking at various ways to try 
and make up the shortfall themselves. For every kilo of tops they collect an 
organisation will pay them an amount of money.  They know they won’t 
make up the missing funding by collecting these but every little helps. 
When you have collected up a useful amount then get them to her or let 
her know you have them. 
By the way this isn’t a scam or a wind up it is genuine, to find out more I’m 
sure Judy will be only too happy to answer questions both about the rea-
son for collecting the tops, who will buy them and also I’m sure she will be 
only too pleased to tell you about the ‘Portsmouth Counselling Service’ 
and what it does and who for etc’ 
Thank you for your interest and help in keeping this service going. 
 

Dave Fowler for Judy Scott 
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Here is something for our younger readers to colour in. 



12 

 

 

The Journey to Confirmation. 

On Sunday 16th October 2014 6 of our members at Christ Church were 

confirmed by the Bishop of Portsmouth at the Church of St Thomas 

Bedhampton. 

As with last year the candidates were asked to write a brief description of 

their discovering a faith in God and their eventual path to Christ Church and 

Confirmation. 

Matt Doe 
My close family and I have attended Christ Church, on and off since I was a 

cub attending church parade. I was honoured to be one of my nephew’s and 

niece’s godparents and my sister married in Christ Church. In 2009 our 

world was torn apart when our dad passed away. After his passing we were 

sure that he was still with us. When I needed his kind, warm, reassuring 

hands in times of my greatest need, there would be a reassuring beautiful 

white feather left where I could easily find it. Some might think this 

coincidental, but it happened far too many times when needed most for it 

to be just a coincidence. The arrival of these feathers started me thinking. 

Following dad’s death I started accompanying mum to church and had a 

chance to really reflect on what I believed my faith to be.  
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Now prayer gives me strength. It provides a chance to be thankful, to 

reflect on what’s happening in my life and to ask God for support. 

As a science teacher, I am fascinated how faith and science work 

together. I decided now was the right time to make the public step of 

confirmation. 

Kelsar Do’urden 
Depending on how you look at things, you might say everything that has 

happened to me has been through coincidence. Instead I believe that I 

have been guided. I grew up in Australia. For a long time I was lost. I had 

no faith in anything and felt like I was a no-body. Then about four years 

ago, I met my wife and she brought me back to this life. After our first 

daughter was born, we started going to church together more regularly. I 

have been blessed for I have come through some challenging and difficult 

times in life. I thank God for what He has done.  

When I started the confirmation process, I spoke about how I had always 

felt like an outsider. But since I have become part of Christ Church family, 

I feel that people accept me for who I am and not for anything else. They 

don’t judge you. Finding faith in God has been a fundamental thing I 

looked for. It has given me a reason to start making some positive 

decisions on what I want to do with my life and fired me up about the 

direction I want it to go in. 
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 Silent Night  
British  so ldier ,  A lbert Moren,  who was in  the front - l ine 
trenches near  the v i l lage of  La  Chapel le d ’Armentieres 
reca l led hear ing S i lent  Night  sung during the Chr istmas 
truce of  1914: ’ I t  was a  beautifu l moonli t  n ight,  frost  on the 
ground,  white  a lmost  everywhere ….there was a lot of  
commotion in  the German trenches and then there were 
those l ights - I  don ’t know what they were.   And then they 
sang “Stil l  Nacht”-”S i lent  Night ”.   I  sha l l  never  forget  i t .   I t  
was one of  the h igh lights of  my l ife . ’  

S i lent  Night  (Stil le Nacht, Hei l ige Nacht  in  German) was 
first  performed on Chr istmas Eve 1818 at  St  Nicholas Par ish 
Church near  Sa lzburg.   The young pr iest ,  Father  Joseph 
Mohr has wr itten the lyrics  and asked the schoolmaster  
and organist  Franz Xavier Gruber  to  compose a  melody and 
gu itar  accompaniment for  the church  service.   The caro l  
has s ince been translated into  about 140 languages.  

Footbal l  in  No Man ’s  Land  

A few letters from the front - l ine a lso  refer  to  a footbal l  
match p layed in No Man ’s  Land on  Christmas Day 1914.  

The Evening Mai l ,  Newcast le , 31st  December 1914 pr inted 
th is  letter .  ‘On Chr istmas Day one of  the Germans came out 
of the  trenches and held h is  hands up.   Our fe l lows 
immediate ly  got  out of  theirs ,  and we met in the  middle ,  
and for the  rest  of the  day we fraternised, exchanging 
food,  c igarettes and souvenirs.  The  Germans gave us some 
of  the ir  sausages,  and we gave them some of  our  stuff.   The  
Scotsmen started the  bagpipes and we had a  rare o ld 
jo l l ification,  which  inc luded footbal l  in which  the Germans 
took part .   The Germans expressed themselves as be ing 
tired of  war  and wished i t  was over .   They  greatly  admired 
our  equipment and wanted to  exchange jack knives and  
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Other articles.  Next day we got an order that all communications and 
friendly intercourse with the enemy must cease but we did not fire all that 
day, and the Germans did not fire at us. 

Although there is no conclusive proof that a match took place, the evi-
dence from letters home suggests  that football was played during an in-
formal truce over the Christmas period. 

Many letters from the World War One trenches were re-printed in local 
newspapers.  Alan Cleaver and Lesley Park have collated some of the 
letters from newspapers around the country on the website: 

www.christmastruce.co.uk 
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Mission of the Month—The Childrens Society 

Christingle has since become one of the most popular events in the church 

calendar for families and communities. 

 

Although each church and school celebrate their Christingle in their own 

way, the spirit of remains the same: children have fun making their 

Christingles while learning what each element represents and means to 

Christians. 

After Christingles have been made, services and celebrations involving the 

local community take place that usually include songs, prayers and perfor-

mances. The highlight of all the events is the lighting of the Christingle can-

dles, which is loved by children and adults alike. 

Christingle celebrations include songs, prayers, performances and a collec-

tion in aid of The Children’s Society which helps us continue our work with 

disadvantaged children. Universal to all celebrations is the lighting of the 

Christingle candles, loved by children and adults alike. 

'It is one of the only services where four generations of the same family 

come to worship together. Amazing!' 

  -Margaret, Christingle organiser 

Each Christingle helps children in poverty 

The impact made by Christingle services is incredibly valuable.  
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The money you raise during the collections really do make a difference to 

children’s lives.  

For example: 

£100 could help to educate poorer families about good health and nutri-

tion, leading to significant improvements in the well-being of disadvan-

taged children. 

£250 could help The Children’s Society provide affordable childcare that 

would allow more parents to work, increasing household income. 

£500 could help families move out of poverty and prevent children from 

going hungry. 

The message of love and hope that Christingle represents permeates 

through all of the work of The Children’s Society. We believe that every 

child should have the childhood they deserve. By joining in the Christingle 

celebrations and donating through your local event, you will be helping to 

transform the lives of children in desperate need of our support. 

 

The lit candle symbolises Jesus, the light of the world, who brings hope to 

people living in darkness. 
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Church News Service 

Help in getting your friends and family to church this Christmas 

Would you like to invite some of your family, friends or neighbours to 

come to church with you over Christmas? Now there is a website that can 

help you. The phenomenal success of the Back to Church Sunday campaign 

has led to the creation of an on-going campaign called Season of Invitation. 

It aims to help Christians to become more confident to invite people to 

church. Go to: www.seasonofinvitation.co.uk for a card that you can use to 

invite people to church over Christmas. 

The courage and witness of Meriam Ibrahim 

One of the best ‘good news’ Christian stories of this year has got to be the 

courage that Meriam Ibrahim showed when arrested in Sudan for allegedly 

renouncing Islam, for her resilience against death threats in prison, and for 

her ultimate release and move to the United States. 

In an interview with Fox News in the USA, after she was freed, Meriam said 

that she had never once considered abandoning her faith to save her life. 

She explained that her faith in God had been her “only weapon” in the on-

going confrontations between her and various imams and Muslim 

scholars. She went on: “I was given three days (to renounce my faith). I 

faced a tremendous amount of pressure. The situation was difficult, but I 

was sure that God would stand by my side. It’s my right to follow the 

religion of my choice. I would like to help the people in Sudan, in Africa, 

especially women and children, to promote freedom of religion,” she said. 

“If you don’t have faith, you’re not alive.” 
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Editor’s Bit 

My little helpers, as I am prone to call our cats because in the past they 
have assisted me with the magazine, that is getting a paw print on freshly 
printed pages, or having a go on the keyboard which has had the effect of 
deleting anything I have just typed and not got round to saving! 

My old laptop has keys missing where Sadie has used it as a scratching pad,  
it now has a bright turquoise screen which I have no idea how to correct. 

Nowadays however they are more interested in catching up with sleep 
although why they need to do that when they sleep all night as well is a 
good question? 

Pip continues to grow, he has been taking boxing lessons from Pushkin & 
Michelangelo (I hear there is a bully in the neighborhood) he loves being 
out and about even in the rain although thankfully he sleeps in at night and 
tries out the various cat beds at his disposal.  Probably being surrounded 
by so many elderly cats has had it’s effect maybe he thinks to sleep all day 
and night is normal.   

He will be experiencing his first Christmas so it will be interesting to see 
what he thinks of the decorations especially the outside flashing lights 
which are growing each year in the neighborhood.  After the first Christmas 
with kittens we banned real trees with lights, glass balls and tinsel.  It was 
wrecked within the first few hours so we have always had an artificial tree 
with fiber optic branches. 

There are so many dangers to pets at Christmas, from eating tinsel and 
glass balls, to getting hold of chocolate which can be disastrous for dogs.  I 
recently read that poinsettias can be poisonous to both dogs and cats.   

So have a safe and happy Christmas especially if you share your home with 
a pet or two. 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
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For the Record :   

Baptisms 

23rd November 2014 
Henry Xavier Hurman 

Weddings  
None 

Funerals 

None 

Magazine Contributions for the January Portsdown Post 

 by Friday 19th December 

Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to: 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org  

Gifts from us to the local community 

At our Nativity & Toy Service we will be 

donating children's toys and gifts for young 

people including toiletries , socks, and 

useful items such as shaving equipment for 

those young men who have no home very 

little in the way of the personal items that 

we all take for granted as we do our weekly 

shop 

These will be distributed to places like the 

Roberts Centre in Portsmouth who give 

assistance to families who find themselves 

in difficult circumstances through the 

breaking up of marriages or being made 

homeless. 
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Flowers for the Sanctuary Pedestal December 2014 

07/12/14 Terry and Liz Baldwin, Keith, Anna-Marie 
and Millie Malcolm, to commemorate the 
100th birthday of the Reverend Alec Price 
(former curate of this parish)  

 

14/12/14 Gwen Marks in memory of her husband Ron 

 
21/12/14 Christmas 

 
28/12/14   Available 

 
Flower Steward for December – Jenny Whiteside  

Tel: 92376333   

First Aid Bag –Church Hall 

Please could I ask that if you need to use the contents of the first aid 

bag for whatever reason however minor, you fill in the accident book 

that is kept within the bag.  Items are being used and the book is not 

being filled in. 

Sheila Taylor 
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 22nd October 2014 
 

 The PCC will be holding a Social Event prior to their next 
meeting on 26th November. 

 The PCC noted there had been some temporary problems with 
the church website and emails due to the change in internet 
service provider but all had now been sorted. 

 The PCC are seeking quotes to repair the Vestry ceiling 
following part of it collapsing recently. 

 The PCC were pleased to note Bishop Christopher had 
approved the 12 Lay Ministers of Communion for a three year 
period. 

 The PCC were investigating quotes to resurface the north 
drive to the church. 

 The PCC approved an allowance to redecorate the vicarage 
during 2015. 

 The PCC approved a Faculty application to the DAC in respect 
of churchyard signage, vestry door lock, audio visual platform 
and a screen to the tea, coffee and flower area.  The PCC have 
informed the DAC that they do not support the need for a screen 
but note it is a condition to the previous faculty application. 

 The PCC discussed a proposal to establish a Cluster Office at 
COGS for the 3 local churches and have the facility to deal with 
enquiries about funerals and weddings on behalf of all the 
churches. 

 The PCC discussed how the Vicar’s various duties would be 
covered during his Extended Ministerial Development Leave in 
January to March 2015. 

 The PCC reviewed the recent Vision Day and agreed to hold a 
further session in December to look at a Vision Statement and 
Sunday Worship. 

 The PCC unanimously supported Susie Templeton’s request to 
apply for ordination training. 

 



23 

 Volunteers from Scottish & Southern Electric would be 
painting the Church Hall on Friday 14th November and 
donations of painting equipment and dust sheets were 
sought. 

The PCC agreed that all profits from the Advent Fayre on 
Saturday 29th November would go to the Building Fund. 

 

Graham Olway MBE 
PCC Secretary 



Church Leaders 

Vicar Revd. Andy Wilson  

Curate Revd. Sandy Phillips  

Curate Revd. Anne McCabe  

Wardens Ismay Doughty  

  Dave Fowler  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Church Office    

Parish  Administrator Keith Fisher  

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Stewardship Officer Richard Hutchins  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Evening Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Pat Hatchard  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Rainbows (Thursday) Nicola Blofield  

Brownies (Thursday) Becky Hodges  

Guides (Thursday) Mrs M Calway Kennedy  

Beavers (Tuesday) Elaine Isaac  

Cubs (Wednesday) Elaine Issac  

Scouts (Friday) Mark Issac  


