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Sunday 4th

Epiphany

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion

Sunday 11th

Baptism of Christ

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service

Sunday 18th

Epiphany 2

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse in Hall

Holy Communion

18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 25th

Conversion of Paul

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service

18:00

Evensong (BCP)

Tuesday Morning Prayer in Church 09:00 - 09:30
Wednesday Holy Communion 10:00 –10:30
(see new rota on page 5)
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Tue

06-Jan

14:15

Mothers Union

Wed

07-Jan

19:30

Church cleaning

Thurs

08-Jan

10.00

Prayer meeting contact June Ames

Fri

09-Jan

10:00

Open Church Coffee Morning

Fri

09-Jan

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

10-Jan

17:00

Worship Band

Wed

14-Jan

14:15

Evening Wives contact Norma Gibney

Fri

16-Jan

14:15

Friday Fellowship

Fri

16-Jan

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sun

18-Jan

17:00

Worship Band

Fri

23-Jan

12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Fri

23-Jan

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

24-Jan

17:00

Worship Band

Wed

28-Jan

18:30

PCC

Fri

30-Jan

14:15

Friday Fellowship

Fri

30-Jan

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Happy New Year
To all our Readers
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From the Vicarage

The start of 2015 will not be the same as any other year for me. From
January to March I am taking what used to be called ‘Sabbatical’, but
now in the church is called ‘Extended Ministerial Development Leave’. It
comes about half way through my time in full-time church ministry. I
was ordained 15 years ago and, all being well, I expect to retire 14 years
from now. During this time of ‘EMDL’ I will not be undertaking church
duties, but instead will be taking time to reflect on my ministry and all
that is happening at Christ Church. I will be attending conferences and
courses and I will take time in retreat, praying and seeking God. I will
also have time of rest and relaxation to visit friends and family, and to
visit other churches. Later in the year, as part of this EMDL, Jacqui and I
will visit the Holy Land.
Whilst I am off duty, our Curate, Annie, and our churchwardens, Ismay
and Dave, will take care of matters at Christ Church. I will return on 1 st
April in time for Easter. I won’t be away all the time, so you may see me
around, but as a rule I will not be in Christ Church on Sundays.
You may be aware that the PCC has had two ‘Vision Days’ recently. This
has been part of our seeking God to lead us forward as a church. This
has included how we describe ourself as a church, how we promote
ourself as a church, and how we conduct ourself as a church.
The PCC will continue to consider these things during the next few
months, as will I, and I will be able to give an update at the APCM on
Wednesday 29th April.
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Please pray for me whilst I am away, and for those who take on extra
responsibilities; and pray that God may continue to lead us.
I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on
earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.” (Ephesians 3:14-17)
Revd Andy Wilson
From January to March Christ Church & St John’s will be sharing
midweek Communion services, as we continue to investigate how best
to work together as a cluster. Dates and venues are as follows:
Christ Church Portsdown
(Wednesday 10.00am)

St John the Baptist, Purbrook
(Thursday 11.00am)

Thu 8th January
Wed 14th January
Thu 22nd January
Wed 28th January
Thu 5th February
Wed 11th February
Thu 19th February
Wed 25th February
Thu 5th March
Wed 11th March

Thu 19th March
Wed 25th March
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New Wine Women’s Day, Poole
Saturday 7th March 2015
Would you be interested in coming to the
New Wine Women’s Day?

A great day out for women of all ages – a time for worship, a
time to listen to powerful talks and lots of time for ministry
and meeting with God.
If interested speak to Diana Hutchins.
Tickets cost £22 if booked by 4th February 2015.

The Hampshire Police Male Voice Choir
On Saturday 22nd November Christ Church hosted a
concert by The Hampshire Police Male Voice
Choir. The audience were treated to an extensive repertoire of music ranging from Gloria and Ave Maria to a
medley of songs from the musical “Oliver”. The concert was enjoyed by all and £728.60 was raised for the
Building Development Fund. Thank you to everyone
who supported the event
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Cogs and Christ Church

Women’s Breakfast
Light breakfast with worship and prayer

Guest speaker Joslyn Arnold
from 8:30am
Saturday 31st January 2015

at Christ Church Hall,
London Road, Widley
Please speak to Jacqui Wilson (92375360) for more information
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Editor’s Bit Happy New Year to all our Readers
First of all I apologize for the lateness of the magazine. Due to the Editor
being laid low with a very nasty virus, in spite of having lots of sunshine

this summer, a flu jab, both David and myself have been laid up for a week.
It has made us grateful for a full food cupboard something we have done
for years now but those tins of soup have come in very handy as has the

freezer with food for the cats—they love their fish and chicken.
Fortunately they always have dried food to hand in feeders one upstairs
and two downstairs so there is never a danger of them going hungry. Pip is
now an expert mouser so I expect he is also catching his own, with Angie
and Pushkin keeping an eye open .
Sadie is the only cat who doesn’t forage, if it’s not in her bowl she just sits
and looks at it, yet she must know there is a dried food container just
around the corner!
As you can see we have a very full magazine this month, lots of food for
thought and things to do especially for the ladies of the church (sorry to

you men although I believe there are things being planned)
I would recommend the New Wine Womens’ Conference I went for the
first time last year, good speakers and worship , it led me to go to New

Wine the Gathering down at the Bath & West showground at Shepton
Mallett last year, a week of worship and teaching for Christians of all ages
and backgrounds.
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion last Wednesday in the month at 10am
Events in January 2015
6th January

Service in church at 2.15pm led by Revd Annie McCabe

Evening Wives meeting in January
Wednesday 14th January 2.15pm until 4pm
We meet at 8 Binness Way Farlington.
Informal afternoon talking about books we like to read.

Our meeting is open to non-members, anyone interested in joining us will
be made most welcome.
Norma Gibney (number on back page)

Would you like to know more about the Bible? If so why not attend one of
our four locally based groups who meet in homes for Fellowship, Prayer
and Bible Study.
For more information contact Revd Annie McCabe who will put you in
contact with one of the Home Group Leaders
This month we start a series of studies on Prayer by Phillip Yancy this
includes a DVD and Book.
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The Journey to Confirmation.
On Sunday 16th October 2014 6 of our members at Christ Church were
confirmed by the Bishop of Portsmouth at the Church of St Thomas
Bedhampton.
As with last year the candidates were asked to write a brief description of
their discovering a faith in God and their eventual path to Christ Church and
Confirmation.

Titus Gumede
I was born in Zimbabwe, formerly Rhodesia, to a Presbyterian family. We
attended church without fail.
In 1957 my father was appointed a diplomat at the Rhodesian High
Commission in London. Before leaving, my parents placed me at a boarding
school to do my GCEs. The school belonged to the Brethren. All the
teachers were volunteer missionaries. They encouraged us to be baptised.
When I was 14 years old I made the conscious decision to be baptised.
These were mass baptisms in a river near the boarding school. We were
baptised by the Bishop who was also the inspector of schools.
When I came to Portsmouth in 1964, I could not find a Presbyterian or
Brethren Church, so I stopped attending church.

For over 40 years, I worked in Portsmouth and Cosham. On my way home, I
used to sit on the top deck of the bus so I could see Christ Church. Every
time I passed it, I longed to be on the inside, but I never found an excuse to
intrude. However in 2013 I was invited by my neighbour to come to the
Summer Festival at Christ Church.
On the inside, it became clear that Christ Church wasn’t just a building. I
never experienced a warmer welcome anywhere: a community who
comfort and look after each other in times of stress and need. I knew right
away that this was the community I wanted to spend the rest of my life
with.
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I have always believed in God but in the last year or so, it has become very
clear that worship cannot be a solo activity. This is why I embarked on the
road to conformation

Dee Humphris
I was baptised as a child and would probably describe my church attend-

ance as limited to church parade and events such as Harvest, Remembrance Day and Christmas. I have always felt an affinity with Christianity
and the presence of God in my life.
In November 2013 I had a baby boy. Following his birth I felt the Holy Spirit
closer in my life than ever before. When Eli was 3 weeks old, we moved to
Widley. Whilst still settling into our new home a leaflet from Christ church
was put through our door inviting us to the Advent Fayre. We decided to go
along; in need of a break from all the boxes.
Everyone at Christ Church was so friendly and welcoming. Something just
drew us in. We have been attending as a family ever since and Eli has been
baptised here.
I thought I wouldn’t be allowed to do Confirmation: that it was something
open to others or maybe teenagers. Andy and Annie encouraged me to
consider it. I came to the meeting and felt it was something I was meant to
do. It was the right time in my life. On reflection I realise God has been calling me nearer. I have come close to doing this before but never felt ready.
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Starting Formation – by Richard Hutchins
This magazine article has been written for two purposes. Firstly it is part of
my first assessment for the Durham Diploma in Theology, Ministry and
Mission through Ripon College Cuddesdon, my formal pre-ordination
training. Secondly, I hope to give my church family an insight into this
important and foundational stage of my formation for ordained ministry. I
find it interesting that two key endeavours in my recent life have started
with 1,000 word reflections. When I attended Staff Course with the Royal
Navy, the first piece of work was a short review of my life to that point.
That was instrumental in discerning my sense of vocation to priesthood,
amongst other indications. Now I have the opportunity to look ahead to an
exciting future.
The timing of the assessment is opportune, as it results in submitting this
article for the January magazine. Thoughts of New Year and Epiphany call
to mind change, new beginnings and revelation to me – all of which fit well
with where I am. In the remainder of this article I hope to give a brief
insight into the course, as well as the part I perceive it playing in moving
me from a 25 year Royal Naval Engineer Officer to being prepared for the
first steps of ordained life. Near the outset I will say that I do not see this
Oxford Ministry Course as a discrete block of formation, but rather as part
of a continuum that extends throughout my life so far and will continue
indefinitely.
What is it all about?
To my mind the college course has twofold aims. Firstly and most
obviously, the course will give a foundational, theoretical and practical
grounding in knowledge, skills and experience that I will need in ordination.
Secondly, it will provide me with an environment where I can meet people
from a range of Anglican backgrounds, learn from them and develop my
persona and perspective to better reflect the fullness that God has in store
for me. I hope that I will also be a useful element in their formation too.
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The former purpose is about equipping and enabling. Effectively the
recognisably training and education focussed elements of the course
logically flow to give me the toolset over a period of about 3 years that
should enable me to at least function following ordination. No way does
this mean I will be expert!
My perception of the second element is probably best described by
sharing a picture of myself that I sensed during the first college
residential training weekend in October. We were learning about
methods of theological reflection, and during this I saw myself standing
in a circus tent, enclosed with canvas side panels. In the picture, some
panels are already removed, giving a view to the horizon. Other panels
are painted in detailed, but limited, pictures of what lies beyond. I sense
that this picture represents neatly where I am right now and what is to
come. I feel myself to be standing in a place of awe and wonder,
recognising that in a very few areas I have a proper view of the fullness
God has in store, but in the main I see only a thin copy. I sense more
panels already being edged aside to give a truer, clearer and more real
view. Recognising that I will never have the complete 360⁰ view I
nevertheless feel that the course is loosening and removing obstacles to
my perspective and will continue to do so. The imagery helps me to
understand what I feel about the formational process. Rather than being
a journey, it is a piece-at-a-time revelation of what God has in store.
Where do I fit in?
This may seem to be a strange question to ask – but it feels appropriate.
After all, it is not that long ago that I had no clue that I was going to end
up being called in this way and being recommended for training. I
mentioned a continuum of formation earlier, so what has ‘everything
before’ contributed to this formation? I recognise that I have been
learning and gaining experience for years, that all have relevance now
and for the future.
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The circumstances under which I joined the RN were such that I am
sure God placed me there. After all there are not many Commanders
in the Service that never passed the entrance exam (I am more than
happy to tell you more if you ask)! Consequently I ask myself what
have I learnt during my Service career and how will this support the
future. While Nuclear Submarine Engineering is a passion, I am not
sure there is a massive call for that expertise where I am headed. But
the other skills that I have been soaked in will, I hope, have greater
utility: a sense of humour (particularly under pressure), leadership,
discipline, values and the like. In company with the education I am
receiving I hope that I will grow spiritually and intellectually in my
relationship with God to become a stronger man of His; ready to help
care for His people.
In all this I believe that one of the greatest challenges I will face in the
coming months will be balancing formational change with the need to
continue to perform to the highest standard in the RN. After all, if my
work is part of my worship to God then I should continue to execute it
to the very best of my ability. I will simply have to trust Him that the
transformed Richard will be even more effective.
I hope that this short article has given you some insight into what I
feel I am doing regarding formation. Thank you for your prayerful and
loving support for my family and I through the process so far; I am
confident that we can rest on a strong foundation from our church
family over the next few years until I ordain, all being well.

Richard
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BDG article for Portsdown Post
As you read this update from the Buildings Development Group (BDG) we
will be in 2015 and it will allow us to both reflect back on the incredible
progress in 2014 as well as look forward to what we hope to achieve in
2015.
The BDG continued to meet regularly throughout 2014 and were pleased to
welcome Launce Morgan to the group in November to help spread the
workload. The obvious highlight early in 2014 was the installation of the
Tea, Coffee and Flower area in the north aisle – who would have thought
that would have made such a positive impact. The creation of a platform for
the audio visual equipment and improvements to the childrens’ area have all
followed although the toilet is still the main target we all want to hit.
Our hopes were raised with an application to Veoila for a grant application
but feedback received told us that we would be better placed to apply for
funding to undertake more improvements within the church and so we have
focused our energies elsewhere.
The joy of seeing so many members of the wider community attend the
Summer Festival and Advent Fayre and visiting both the Church and Church
Hall has strengthened our determination to achieve the toilet. We are
continuing to look at innovative ways to raise funds and several very
generous donations have helped push us ever closer to our target but we
still need to continue.

The meetings of the BDG are not just limited to the toilet project but we also
review progress and ambitions for other areas of the church building and
that will continue in 2015. We certainly hope that in 2015 we might finally
be able to confirm we have the funds for a toilet project and we will be sure
to keep the congregation and readership of the Portsdown Post fully
informed of developments.
Keep praying as we have been greatly encouraged in recent weeks that God
has shown us signs that we are getting closer to delivering the project we all
want.

Graham Olway
On behalf of the Buildings Development Group
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Starting Advent in style
Thanks to everyone who came to the Christ Church Advent Fayre. What a
fab time together!

We welcomed more than 500 people and thanks to your generosity, more
than £2500 was raised.
Fayre organisers hoped there was something for everyone. The church was
filled with live music as local choirs and singers performed throughout the
afternoon. Back by popular demand, the Gospel Road Community Choir
performed a lively and uplifting set of songs to a packed church. Making an
equally welcome return, the Solent City Choir delighted everyone with a
powerful and very popular performance.
Pet lovers had the chance to put their questions to local vet, Geoff Irvine.
History lovers had the chance to find out more about Christ Church’s
special place in the D Day story. There were plenty of bargains to be had in
the market stall area and the free family fun zone was humming with
puppets, face painting, balloon animals and some crazy crafts….and
people!! Lots of tea, cake, mince pies and tasty lunches made sure
everyone was well fed.

The Sunday before the event, people of Christ Church gathered to pray for
God’s blessing over the Advent Fayre and the community they live in. Once
again, this year many people accepted the invitation to offer their own
prayer as well…coming to be still for a while in the quiet space at church
By the end of the afternoon, the branches of the prayer tree were covered
with purple ribbons.
Someone described Christ Church as the heart and hub of the community.
It is our prayer that the community of which are a part may always feel
that the church (its people and its buildings) is there for them. We want to
share the generosity and hospitality of God with those with whom we live
Annie
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Mission of the Month The Leprosy Mission
Nepal is one of the world’s poorest countries with most of the population
relying on subsistence farming for survival. Desperate poverty and poor living
conditions mean leprosy is still a public health problem in Nepal with around
3,500 new cases detected each year.
Dipak lives with his family in a small town called Bhutaha in the Terrai region of
Nepal. It is a very poor area where leprosy is prevalent. Dipak was diagnosed
with leprosy when he was 10 years old. Although he received treatment for the
disease, his right hand was already damaged. As the years went by Dipak was
finding it increasingly difficult to work at his family’s small furniture business
because of the damage to his hand. He was also becoming anxious about his
future. How would he earn a living? What girl would marry him when he had
visible signs of leprosy?
Thankfully Dipak’s village is served by a Leprosy Mission clinic. When his hand
started to ‘claw’ as a result of leprosy, Dipak was referred to Anandaban
Hospital – a specialist Leprosy Mission hospital. The clinic knew that only
Anandaban Hospital could provide Dipak with the life-changing surgery needed
to restore his hand, completely free of charge.
After a five-week stay and surgery at Anandaban Hospital, Dipak is amazed by
the mobility in his hand. He is starting to use his hand once again and feels that
he can have hope for the future.
“I was feeling afraid before the surgery and did not know what would happen or
whether my hand would be better or worse,” he said.
“But I am so much better than before and can feel my hand getting stronger by
the day.”
Please pray for our work in Nepal and across Asia and Africa.
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LET ALL CREATION PRAISE THEE
Over the course of the year Ruth and I are up at the church at all sorts of
times and weather conditions and we are reminded of how much our church
contributes, not only to the community outside our boundaries, but to the
environment as a whole. Our churchyard and its immediate surrounds plays
host to quite a diversity of life and at various times they make the whole area come alive with activity and anyone who observes it sensitively cannot
fail to feel part of the whole of creation. There are birds that include the
little jenny wren, robins, wagtails, finches, blackbirds, Mr and Mrs, pigeons
(well fed by the looks of them) and of course the very noisy rooks!! Then we
have at least four squirrels foraging about, we’ve heard that it’s a myth
about them looking for nuts they have buried, they can’t remember where.
We have heard, but not seen, an owl; we have seen evidence of foxes
whether they are in residence we’re not sure and then we have seen bats
skimming about in the evening, not certain if they are out of my belfry, the
tower or somewhere else. In warm sunny weather we have seen various
cats sunning themselves on different graves and at other times watched
them prowling amongst the headstones as if they own the place. And then
when you think winter is at its bleakest and throwing everything at the
world up pop the snowdrops to say hey we have bought you a little colourful
cheer and to let you know the daffodils, crocuses and the wild flowers aren’t
far behind and then it all says ‘well what do you know it’s spring’ Praise the
Lord!!
All this reminds me of some of my favourite bits of scripture, among loads of
other bits of course. There is Genesis ‘In the beginning God created’ one of
my sheet anchors of faith, then there is Jesus telling us that his Father feeds
the sparrows and clothes the lilies of the field, and that’s on top of everything else He has got His eye on. And who could forget psalm 148 which
tells us that all creation sings the maker’s praise, if you haven’t read it recently do so and get a real joyful uplift.
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If all the other parts of creation can sing or shout his praises, and Jesus tells
us that even the stones cry out, then can we not do the same and a bit
more often seeing as how our heavenly Father created us for that purpose,
amongst other things? Go on, as you walk up to church or enjoy the
churchyard let your heart and soul soar as part of His wide and diverse
creation and carry that joy with you, more so into a Sunday morning so that
together we, as His children, can say ‘Oh lord my God when I in awesome
wonder consider all the works Thy hand has made!!’
What would make our churchyard even more magnificent for me is a giant
tank full of water and in it whales and dolphins** just like the one created
in one of the Star Trek films.

As always happy to be alive
Dave Fowler
** Not really, I’m a firm believer that all creatures, fish, fowl and mammal
in the wild should stay there and that the only things that should be in
cages is some people!!

Open Church Coffee Morning
in aid of the
Christ Church Building Fund
Friday January 9th

10:00 till 12:00
Come and have a Coffee & Slice of cake
Books & Jams for sale
Thank you we took £75 last month.
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For the Record :
Baptisms
None

Weddings
None

Funerals
2nd December 2014
Glenda Jennifer Knight
Died 18th November 2014 aged 62

18th December 2014
Joyce Mary Garland
Died 29th November 2014 aged 79
19th December 2014
Audrey Violet Cable
Died 29th November 2014 aged 80

Stamps Please!
Please support The Leprosy Mission by saving all your postage stamps
(British Isles and Foreign)
The mission raises funds by selling the stamps and is a good way of
increasing our support.
Please place all donations at the back of the church.

Thank You.
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Flowers for the Sanctuary Pedestal January
2015
04/01/15

Annie McCabe-In memory of her mother
Wyn McCabe

11/01/15

Elsie Tanner-In memory of her husband
Robert (Bob)

18/01/15

Brian Stainton and Nicola Olway-In
memory of their wife and mother,
Shirley Stainton, and also in memory of
Adrian Stainton.

25/01/15

Available

Flower Steward for January –Ros Molloy 9226 8928

Flowers in church for Advent Sunday 30th were
provided by Vicky Stephen and Sandra Togwell
Flowers were also provided by John Bridgeman on 23rd
November, in memory of his wife Hazel.

Magazine Contributions for the October Portsdown Post
by Friday 16th January
Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 26th November 2014


The PCC reviewed the DAC comments on the recent Faculty
application for various works at Christ Church and will provide
further details to the Diocese.



Peter Bartlett, Bishop of Paraguay, and his wife, Sally have
been invited to Christ Church in February 2015.



The PCC thanked Matt Doe for all his work on getting the new
look website up and running.



The PCC noted that Gill Cross will be presented with a gift at
the Neighbourhood Lunch on 28th November as thanks for all her
work in helping establish the Neighbourhood Lunches.



The PCC noted that a new cooker has been installed to the
church hall kitchen.



The PCC agreed to support a request from the 1 st Portsdown
Guides to arrange an ‘egg drop challenge’ from the church tower
in March 2015.



Various letters of thanks were read out to the PCC for
donations and gifts in support of various missions and appeals.



The PCC approved the 2015 Fee Schedule.



The PCC thanked Jacqui Wilson for her work throughout 2014
as the Treasurer and in producing the 2015 budget.



The PCC approved a further donation to match fund a donation
aimed at encouraging attendance at the New Wine events.



The PCC agreed to adopt the ‘Living Wage’ hourly rate rather
than the Minimum Wage rate.



The PCC discussed the latest report from the Building
Development Group.



The PCC discussed possible names for the local cluster of
churches and this will be used by the new cluster parish office.
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Three members of the PCC and Ismay Doughty as Church
Warden will end their service during 2015. Anyone interested in
serving on the PCC should contact the Vicar or a Church
Warden.
The PCC thanked Diana Hutchins for all her work in arranging
the Hampshire Police Choir event.

Graham Olway MBE

PCC Secretary
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd. Sandy Phillips

Curate
Wardens
Lighthouse

Revd. Anne McCabe
Ismay Doughty
Dave Fowler
Jackie Quinn

Church Office
Parish Administrator
PCC Secretary
Treasurer

Keith Fisher
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson

Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager

Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Richard Hutchins
Matt Doe

Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Rainbows (Thursday)
Brownies (Thursday)

Nicola Blofield
Becky Hodges

Guides (Thursday)
Beavers (Tuesday)

Mrs M Calway Kennedy
Elaine Isaac

Cubs (Wednesday)
Scouts (Friday)

Elaine Issac
Mark Issac

