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Services
Sunday 5th

Trinity 5

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 lighthouse in Hall

Holy Communion

Sunday 12th

Sea Sunday

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service

Sunday 19th

Trinity 7

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse in Hall

Holy Communion

18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 26th

Trinity 8

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service

Tuesday Morning Prayer in Church 09:00 - 09:30
Wednesday/Thursday Holy Communion 10:00 –10:30
(Alternate weeks with St Johns Purbrook)
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Wed

01-Jul

19:30

Church Cleaning

Wed

01-JUL

19:30

PCC

Thurs

02-jul

10:00

Prayer Meeting contact June Ames

Thurs

02-Jul

19:00

Gospel Road

Fri

03-jul

14:15

Friday Friends contact Tracy Harvey

Fri

03-Jul

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sun

05-Jul

18:00

Youth Group BBQ

Thur

09-Jul

08:30

Evening Wives Outing to Wells

Fri

10-Jul

10:00

No Coffee Morning

Fri

10-Jul

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sat

11-Jul

12:00

Christ Church Summer Festival

Sat

11-Jul

17:00

Worship Band

Sun
Thurs

12-Jul
16-Jul

19:30
19:00

The Gathering
Gospel Road

Fri

17-Jul

14:15

Friday Friends contact Andy Wilson

Fri

17-Jul

19:00

Christ Church Singers

Sun

19-Jul

19:30

3 D Youth

Wed

22-Jul

19:30

PCC

Fri

24-Jul

12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Fri

24-Jul

19:30

Christ Church Singers

Please note that there will be no Open Church
Coffee Morning in July.
Dave & Ruth
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From the Vicarage

As you may know, Jacqui and I have just returned from the Holy Land. We
visited several sites associated with the life and ministry of Jesus including
Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, Nazareth where he grew up,
Capernaum, where he lived as an adult and Jerusalem, where he was
executed and where the risen Jesus first appeared to the disciples.

Some of the sites we visited have good evidence to link them to the
historical events whilst others didn’t claim to be more than representative.
For example, Matthew’s Gospel tells us that Jesus taught the disciples what
we now know as the Beatitudes on a mountainside in Galilee. A possible
site for this was identified in the 4th century AD and Christians have
remembered Jesus’ words in that place since then.

We visited two possible sites of the crucifixion. One has a church built over
it; the other is at the back of a bus station. As one guide suggested to us,
the most important thing is not where Jesus gave his life. What really
matters is the fact that he did give his life and in so doing, restored the
relationship between God and the human race.

It’s that fact that made the experience of visiting these sites so special.
Places where famous people have lived are interesting, but Jesus was much
more than just another historical figure. Seeing these places has informed
and enhanced our understanding of events that we have read about in the
Bible so many times.
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Alongside this, we have gained a greater understanding of the issues
facing that part of the world today, as well as seeing the work of the
Church in a country where Christianity is very much a minority religion.

So we have been educated, informed, challenged and enriched. It has
made us wonder about returning with others from Christ Church. If that’s
something that might interest you, let us know.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled.”

Andy Wilson
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SUMMER FESTIVAL 2015
Saturday 11th July 2015 - 12 noon to 4pm

It’s almost here!
The days are being ticked off the calendar as our preparations continue. We
started our planning in February and now the main event is in our sights.

We have received offers of help to date, but we have plenty of room for
more. So if you would like to be involved in any way, just say the word.
Whether you can spare time on the day or before, have plenty of time or
are limited, EVERYONE is welcome to join in the fun. If you want to help, but
are not sure how, please speak to Sandra, Sue or myself and we will find
something that suits you!
The numbers of people who attend, those who participate and the
atmosphere that’s created have made our Summer Festival an extremely
popular community event. We have welcomed all sorts of people. Those
who haven’t been inside a church for a while, or who didn’t know where
Christ Church was, and others who have come along to help family or
friends who are part of our church. Some have returned after the event and
joined us in worship and they continue to be a part of our church family.
One thing we have been able to demonstrate is that we are ordinary people
who welcome everyone to a very happy and enjoyable day, that’s lots of fun
for everyone, regardless of age. And we are going to do it all over again
very soon!
There will be plenty of live entertainment, stalls, refreshments and fun for
the children (including the puppets!) across the church site, all the details
will be in the programme available on the day.
We are still accepting donated items which can be left at the back of the
church, please make sure they are clearly marked, or give them to Sandra,
Sue or myself. We also need small cakes for the church and tray bakes for
the hall, so please sign up if you can help.
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Linda and Roger Banks are managing the Grand Draw, please try to sell some
tickets, if we could all sell some we might be able to sell them all, how good
would that be?
Please pray for our event as we finalise our plans and prepare for the day. Let
us also pray for everyone who helps or attends. The weather should get a
mention too, because if it’s fine or at least dry we will be able to enjoy the
day at its best.
2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
Summer Festival 2015 - See you there!
Vicky Stephen

7

Smile Lines
Hole for one
A golfing priest, after having been beaten by an elderly parishioner,
returned to the clubhouse somewhat depressed. “Cheer up,” said the
layman. Remember, you’ll eventually be burying me some day.” “Yes,”
said the priest. “But even then it will be your hole!”
Press
For the benefit of those who doubt the power of the press, here is a clip
from a newspaper: ‘Owing to the overcrowded conditions of our columns,
a number of births and deaths are unavoidably postponed this week.

Close it down
The popularity of George Whitefield was such that the Privy Council
debated whether steps should be taken to prevent his vast evangelical
rallies. Lord Chesterfield suggested, “Make him a bishop, then you will
silence him at once.” Edmund Fuller
Den
When W A Gilbert arrived at a provincial hotel to stay the night he was
alarmed to find it filled by clergymen attending a theological conference.
He confessed: “I felt like a lion in a den of Daniels.” Hesketh Pearson,
Gilbert & Sullivan
Don’t go far!
The minister went to the bank and asked for a statement of his account,
adding: “We want to know how far afield we can go for our holiday.”
Handing him his statement the cashier enquired very gently: “Have you
got a field at the back of your garden, sir?”
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion last Wednesday in the month at 10am
7th July

Bring and Share Tea Party (and Raffle) at the home of Brenda
Hadley 8 Binness Way, Farlington.

Evening Wives in July
Thursday 9th July Summer Outing to Wells. There may still
be seats going. Contact Norma for details.
Our meetings are open to non-members, anyone interested
in joining us will be made most welcome.
Norma Gibney (number on back page)
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With the recent Nepali earthquake and on-going migrant boat crisis in
mind:
~ O Lord, baptise our hearts into a sense of the conditions and need of all
men. George Fox
~ Feel for others – in your pocket. Charles Haddon Spurgeon
~ No one would remember the Good Samaritan if he had only good
intentions. He had money as well. Margaret Thatcher
~ If we fail to feed the needy, we do not have God’s love, no matter what
we say. Regardless of what we do or say at 11am on a Sunday morn,
affluent people who neglect the poor are not people of God. Ronald Sider
Meanwhile, back at church on Sunday, consider these…
~ I believe that there is no one lovelier, deeper, more sympathetic and
more perfect than Jesus – not only is there no one else like him, but there
could never be anyone like him. Feodor Dostoevsky
~ My experience is that Christianity dispels more mystery than it involves.
With Christianity it is twilight in the world; without it, night. Madame
Swetchine

~ The Christian life is not a way ‘out’, but a way ‘through’ life. Billy Graham
~ The Christian is one who has forever given up hope of being able to
think of himself as a good man. Leslie Newbigin
~ The existence of the Bible is the greatest blessing which humanity has
ever experienced. Immanuel Kant
~ I certainly think that belief in God did give shaping and pattern to life for
which I can see no conceivable substitute and to that extent my life is
poorer than that of a believer. Marghanita Laski
~ When you go to church you should actively seek something. You must
not go like an empty basket, waiting passively to be filled. Roger William
Riis
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Electoral Roll
Are your details correct on the Church Electoral Roll?
If you have moved address or changed your telephone number,
email etc. in the last 12 months or so, can you contact Graham
Olway (PCC Secretary & Electoral Roll Officer) to update your
details.

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday July 24
At 12:30pm
Menu:
Quiche, curried potato salad, green salad
Eton mess & shortbread
Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524
Church Cleaning
Could you feel you can spare an hour in keeping
our church spick and span and would be able
to help out on a Wednesday afternoon, for
more details contact Ros Molloy,
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A Shepherd, waiting

by Daphne Kitching

(Mk6:34, Heb13:8)
Sheep without a shepherd –
wandering this way and that,
not knowing the way

or whose voice to listen to;
uncertain, uncared for,
anxious, lost and in danger.

Here we are
in our post-modern, sophisticated culture,
still sheep without a shepherd.
But Jesus has compassion
today, yesterday and forever
for those who run to Him.

He loves.
He provides.

He alone satisfies
and makes sense of the wanderings.
Nothing is wasted.
There is a Shepherd, waiting...
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Prayer to God, our Foodbank
Father, People are hungry. Some are hungry for food, and we ask that
you will help us to help them by our compassion and generosity. Thank
you for foodbanks - forgive us that they are necessary. But even well-fed
people are hungry; hungry for meaning in life. Thank you that you have
given us the ultimate Foodbank in the gift of Jesus, who is the Way, the
Truth and the Life. Help us to walk His way, to know Him as Truth and to
receive His Life and to be truly fed and satisfied. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
By Daphne

Thank you to all the people in Christ Church who donate food at the back
of the church. Another outward sign of the faithfulness of selfless giving,
it all contributes to the life of our church.
Editor
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30th July William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano and Thomas Clarkson
During the 18th century many people in England, from MPs to freed
slaves, got involved in the campaign to abolish the slave trade. On this day
in July the Church of England remembers especially William Wilberforce,
Olaudah Equiano and Thomas Clarkson, three very different but all tireless
campaigners against the evil practice. (The prayers for this day are at:
www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/worship/texts/festivals/lesserfe...)
An Anglican clergyman, Thomas Clarkson (1760 – 1846), was one of the
most prominent of the anti-slavery campaigners. In 1787 he helped form
the first Abolitionist Committee, and his energy and hatred of injustice
made him a ‘moral steam-engine’. He travelled hundreds of miles to gather evidence from people caught up in the slave trade, from ship captains
to doctors.
Olaudah Equianon (1745 – 1797) was an ex-slave living in London who became one of the most prominent black campaigners. His 1789 autobiography tells how he was kidnapped in Nigeria, sold into slavery and sent to
the West Indies. It ran to nine reprints, and was translated into many languages, bringing home to people the horrors of the slave trade.
William Wilberforce (1759 – 1833), of course, became the main figurehead
in Parliament. He came from a wealthy family in Kingston-upon-Hull, and
represented the town in Parliament. He was recruited by Thomas Clarkson,
who saw the need for a brilliant advocate within Parliament. Wilberforce
was an inspired choice: not only wealthy and well- connected, but a gifted
orator with a social conscience, especially after his conversion in 1785. He
made his first speech in Parliament against slavery in 1789, but it was not
until 1807, after a debate that raged for many years, that the Abolition Act
was finally passed.
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Editor’s Bit
Not long now till the Festival and we have been watering and
potting to get everything ready in time. With the rain and
sunshine the weeds have come along by leaps and bounds especially the
nettles at the bottom of the garden. But we tell ourselves that we have a
true wildlife garden, we haven’t seen the hedgehogs for a few days, but
then there is so much food going free that they probably don’t need to
resort to what whatever we put out for them. Instead the magpie and a
very young blackbird are cleaning up the ground feeder, much to Flo’s
annoyance she tells them off in no uncertain terms although never makes a
move against them. Even young Pip gives the magpie a wide birth, last night
Flo bought in a tiny mouse, I suspect Pip caught it, brought it in and she took
it from him. I managed to put a wine glass over it and release it outside.
We have had a sad time recently, very suddenly Michelangelo was taken ill,
stopped eating and he died at the end of May. He was such a gentle cat

didn’t ask for more than some chicken and scrambled egg when it was
going. Pip misses his uncle Angie but watched me bury him so he knows he
won’t be able to come out and play anymore, after I buried him in the
garden I played ‘My Beautiful Boy’ by John Lennon, a song I used to sing to
him.
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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Mission of the Month July 2015 Mission to Seafarers
A Mission chaplain commented that he has often
been surprised at how little is known about the world of shipping or the
conditions the seafarers work under. Sea Sunday is a wonderful
opportunity to remember and pray for seafarers and the Mission chaplains
who support them. Sea Sunday this year falls on 12th July. As well as raising
money to help those who work at sea, the day is celebrated with services,
parades and ship blessings all around the world as a sign of respect and
recognition of the work that the world’s 1.3 million merchant seafarers
carry out every day.

The Bible is full of stories of the sea such as the shipwreck of St Paul off the
coast of Malta, and the theme for Sea Sunday is “Shipwreck”. Nearer
home, and more recently, we have the Hoegh Osaka which ran aground in
the Solent in January 2015. In the last few years, the Mission chaplains
have responded rapidly to shipwreck and other crises around the world,
providing vital support to many traumatised seafarers and their families.
Here in the UK, over 90% of the things we could not live without –
including food, fuel, medicines, raw materials, clothes and household
goods – are transported by sea. Yet all over the world, thousands of
seafarers are abandoned on ships every year without pay and often with
no water, food or fuel. Most seafarers want help or advice with practical
issues such as how to get in touch with their families, but will often speak
of the challenges of their life at sea: the effects that long periods of
separation from their families have on their relationships, and the stress,
strain and unhappiness caused by distance.
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As a Mission agency of the Church of England, the Mission to Seafarers founded in 1856 and entirely funded by voluntary donations - provides vital
welfare services to those who risk their lives at sea. Its teams of caring
Chaplains and volunteers all over the world offer the hand of Christian
fellowship, and a safe haven, for sick, lonely, exhausted and troubled crew of
all ranks, nationalities and beliefs in 260 ports in 71 countries. It is there 365
days a year, every day of the week, and helps ensure that crew in port can
quickly contact their families and, when disaster strikes, actively help to get
them home safely.
So at this time of year let us remember and thank seafarers all over the
World.
Jim Molloy
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Three months after the Nepal earthquake, the people still need your help
(desperately!)
In July it will be just three months on from the massive earthquakes in
Nepal. While the first earthquake's epicentre was between Kathmandu and
Mount Everest, the second one struck near Kodari in Nepal. Between them,
the damage done will take years to clean-up and rebuild. Here is a selection
of Christian agencies who are working in Nepal to help; you may wish to
consider supporting them.
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) helped facilitate helicopter teams to take
off or land on average every 18 minutes during daylight hours. As the weeks
pass, MAF is helping move relief teams around the difficult terrain of Nepal.
Details: www.maf-uk.org
Samaritan’s Purse sent 18 metric tons of food and 42 tons of relief goods
such as 2,500 kitchen kits, 16,000 blankets and 148 large family tents. To
help with clean water, sanitation and hygiene, thousands of jerry cans and
hundreds of thousands of aquatabs were also sent to Kathmandu http://
samaritans-purse.org.uk/nepal-earthquake-2015
TEAR Fund was already working with long-term partners in Nepal, and
moved quickly to provide shelter, food and sanitation for the survivors.
Much work needs to be done in the months ahead, again through the longterm experienced partners on the ground. Details at: www.tearfund.org/en/
latest/nepal_earthquake/
Methodist Church’s relief agency, ‘All We Can’ has been distributing food,
tarpaulin sheets and mosquito nets, as well as helping with trauma
management. It will provide longer-term rebuilding and recovery work in
the months ahead. All We Can has long-term partners in Nepal. Details:
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/asia/nepalCountrywide consultations on CofE’s
Reform and Renewal
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Open the Book’ reaches 2000 schools
Bible Society says it is ‘thrilled’ that its initiative ‘Open the Book’, can now
be found in 2000 registered primary schools, and that there are 11,000 volunteer Bible storytellers going into schools across the UK.
‘Open the Book’ is a three-year rolling programme of themed and dramatised Bible stories, which are presented by teams of volunteers, free of
charge, to primary schools. Volunteers present Bible stories in primary
schools in an accessible and enjoyable way and provide a resource that assists schools in meeting their statutory collective worship obligations.
The volunteers use drama, mime, props, costume – and even the children
and staff themselves. All storytellers agree to a strict code of conduct and
follow the guidelines in the Open the Book handbook. Volunteers stick to
the script and outline for each session and present the story simply, without addition or improvisation. They don’t teach or preach, but simply tell
stories. They allow each story to speak for itself, liaise closely with schools
and show respect and sensitivity to those of other faiths.
Bible Society concludes: “Open the Book is exactly the type of good news
that people like to tell others about. It’s easy to get involved and great fun
to do.” More details at: www.biblesociety.org.uk/about-bible-society/ourwork/open-the-book/
Why women bishops have clergy husbands
The first three women bishops to be appointed (Libby Lane to Stockport,
Alison White to Hull and Rachel Treweek to Gloucester) all have clergy husbands. Why? Prof Linda Woodhead has speculated: “The most amusing
suggestion I’ve heard is that the Church is looking for women bishops with
experience of managing male clergy.”
Source: The Tablet, 4th April 2015, Page 11
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For the Record :
Baptisms
None

Weddings
6th June 2015
Fraser Charles Simpson & Emma Louise White

Funerals
None

Diana Hutchins is our new church warden if you need to contact her the
email address is: diana.hutchins@christchurchportsdown.org

Magazine Contributions for the August Portsdown Post
by Friday 17th July
Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
As quite a few of us including your editor are off to New Wine
On the 25th July, I will be printing during that week so please
Could you send your article nice and early please
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Flowers for the Sanctuary Pedestal
July 2015
Provided By:
05/07/15

Pat Hewitt and family in memory of
her husband Alan.

12/07/15.

John Bridgman in memory of his
wife Hazel.
Carmen Cooke in memory of her
husband Graham.

19/07/15.

Wedding of Marc Browne and Amie
Stafford.

26/07/15.

June Ames in memory of family
members.

Flower Steward for July –Sheila Taylor

Tel: 01329 609382
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Signs found outside churches


~ It is unlikely there'll be a reduction in the wages of sin.



~ If you don't like the way you were born, try being born again.



~ Looking at the way some people live, they ought to obtain
eternal
fire insurance soon.



~ This is a ch_ _ch What is missing? (U R)



~ Forbidden fruit creates many jams.



~ In the dark? Follow the Son.



~ Running low on faith? Stop in for a fill-up.



~ If you can't sleep, don't count sheep. Talk to the Shepherd
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 27th May 2015
The PCC approved the appointment of PCC Officers:
Vice Chairman – Dave Fowler
Treasurer – Jacqui Wilson
Secretary – Graham Olway



The PCC approved the change of bank signatory by replacing Ismay Doughty
with Diana Hutchins as the new Church Warden.



The PCC received an update from the Buildings Development Group on the
layout of the toilets and approved the submission of drawings to the DAC meeting
in June.



The PCC approved a consultancy agreement between Christ Church Portsdown
and Temple Ford Design Limited (architects) for the toilet and entrance works.
The PCC reviewed and approved the Policy Statement for the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults at Christ Church.

Graham Olway MBE
Christ Church PCC Secretary
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate
Reader
Wardens
Lighthouse

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd. Sandy Phillips
Sandra Morgan
Dave Fowler
Diana Hutchins
Jackie Quinn

Church Office
Parish Administrator
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor

Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler

Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Matt Doe
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy

Rainbows Monday

Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

