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Sunday 7th

Sunday before Lent

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse (age3-7) Holy Communion in Epiphany

18:00 for 18:30

New Wine Celebration @CoGS

Sunday 14th

Lent 1

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30 l

Parade Service

Sunday 21st

Lent 2

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse (age3-7) Holy Communion in Lent
I18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 28th

Lent 3

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service & Baptism

18:30

Evensong (BCP)
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Wed
Wed
Fri
Sat
Sat
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sat

02-Feb
03-Feb
04-Feb
05-Feb
10-Feb
10-Feb
12-Feb
13-Feb
13-Feb
18-Feb
19-Feb
20-Feb
20-Feb

14.15
19.30
10:00
14:15
10:00
14.00
10:00
12:00
17:00
10:00
14:15
08:00
12:00

Mothers union in small hall
Church Cleaning
Holy Communion St Johns
Friday Friends in hall
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion
Evening Wives see Norma Gibney
Open Church Coffee Morning
Lent Lunch
Worship Band
Holy Communion St Johns
Friday Friends
Who Let the Dads Out
Lent Lunch

Wed

24-Feb

10:00

Holy Communion Christ Church

Fri

26-Feb

12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Sat

27-Feb

12:00

Lent Lunch

Tuesday Morning Prayer in Church 09:00 - 09:30
Wednesday/Thursday Holy Communion 10:00 –10:30
(Alternate weeks with St Johns Purbrook)
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From the Vicarage

If you’ve been in any of our morning services in January, you may have
picked up something about our focus for this year. The aim is that 2016
will be a year for prayer at Christ Church. You could argue that every
year should be a year for prayer, but the reality is that it is helpful for us
to concentrate on different areas of our lives at different times.
It’s easy for followers of Jesus to feel guilty when we find it difficult to
pray. The aim of our focus on prayer is not to intensify that guilt, but
instead to give us a greater confidence in a God who loves to hear from
us and communicate with us.
The fact is that most people pray at some time. Even many who most of
the time would say that they do not have faith, sometimes find that
prayer is their only response to their circumstances.
The Bible encourages us to pray at all times, not just when the situation
of the day forces us into it. A daily relationship with God enriches our
lives. This does not have to take on particular format, there is no set
form of words that God says we must use, but that can help, and he did
give us the Lord’s Prayer as a guide for our prayers.
During this year we will investigate ways that we can help each other to
enjoy this relationship. During Lent, our home groups will look further at
this. If you’d like to join a group for Lent, do speak to me.
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As we move into Lent we have another great opportunity. Each
summer a number of members of our church go to the New Wine
Conference in Somerset. This is a good week of worship and teaching
and an opportunity to holiday together. Now we’re bringing a taste of
New Wine closer to home. On Sunday 7th February, there will be a
New Wine Celebration at the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Crookhorn, with guest speaker Mark Melluish, regional director of
New Wine. Coffee will be served from 6.00pm with worship beginning
at 6.30pm. Everybody is welcome.
There are many opportunities for us to seek God and when we do, he
will always respond.
“Come near to God and he will come near to you.” (James 4:8)

Andy
Revd Andy Wilson
Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean, Havant / Chaplain,
Havant & Waterlooville FC
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WE’LL SING IN THE SUNSHINE (EVENTUALLY)
I know it it’s wet, gloomy and downright miserable out there but seeing as
we are coming up to half way through the year, well almost nearly half
way give or take a month or two eh?. It’s a brand new year, blank slate
and all that, fresh visions and horizons, new dreams and hopes, plans
coming to fruition and new ones being made; all in all the future outlook is
a bright one. So it is that whilst winter is still with us our thoughts turn to
sunny days, warmth and lighter evenings. Many of you have probably
picked up a load of holiday brochures and are deciding where to go to get
away from it all, whether you go or not is immaterial it’s the planning and
thinking about it that gets your mind off the awful weather out there. You
are probably thinking what’s the old fogey twittering on about now, the
men in white coats will be picking him up any time now, well bear with me
I’ll get there eventually.
Last year we had two very successful events, the Summer Festival and the
Advent Fayre but these don’t just happen by chance. A lot of thought,
planning and organisation go into the staging of these events; much of it
behind the scenes and very quietly. Gardeners among you will appreciate
that the plant stall doesn’t just happen overnight, Ruth, who does the
brunt of the work, and I start thinking about the next summer festival
more or less as soon as the last one is packed away and so it is with those
who are tasked with all the preparations for the coming one. Sandra, Sue
and Vicky take a well-deserved break once the last one is put to bed but
now their thoughts are beginning to focus on July but they can’t do it all
alone and this is where you can all help. Like Ruth and I most of you man
the same stalls, watch over the same various events and generally just put
your shoulder to the wheel.

In the past many of the stalls, events and general tasks are left to the last
minute before people come forward to take them on and this causes a lot
of concern for Sue, Sandra and Vicky and it shouldn’t!!
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So let us all play our part, not just on the day but in the early stages, let
them know what you are prepared to take on, and how you might share
the load, have you got any helpful and useful suggestions on how the Festival might do better, have you an idea for something different and are
you prepared to take it on and organise it?
I know it’s unthinkable but there could come a time that there won’t be a
festival due to the few getting overwhelmed by it because sometimes it’s
an uphill struggle. We aren’t there yet, but it does take up a lot of time
and effort so anything you can do to help out will not only lighten the load
but it will ensure that the preparation, the organisation and the day itself
will run smoothly and be the great success that we have come to expect.
Let’s make the Festival this year a real humdinger and one that showcases
our church, and all it does, to the wider community who are our neighbours and supporters. God Bless you all.
Dave Fowler

Magazine Contributions for the March Portsdown Post
by Friday 19th February
Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
if you have access to the internet
why not go to our website for all the magazines?
www.christchurchportsdown.org
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The Annual General Meeting of CCP Good Neighbours will take place on
Saturday 27th February at 10.00hrs in the Church Hall. All of our
Volunteers are invited but this is an open meeting and so anyone is
welcome. If you would like to find out more about the work of this
group do come along. Refreshments will be provided. This year there is
also the opportunity to stay after the meeting to enjoy a Lent Lunch of
homemade soup with some nice bread, tea or coffee.

We always welcome new Volunteers; additionally we are currently
looking for someone to join our team of Coordinators – the role requires
that for 2 out of every 8 weeks the Coordinator takes calls on the GN
mobile phone from those in the community who need help and allocates
the tasks to our volunteers. If you might be interested in this post or
becoming involved in another way please have a word with Sheila J Gill
or come along to the meeting on 27th February or email:
good.neighbours@christchurchportsdown.org
Sheila J Gill – Chairman CCP GN
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A New Year Thanks
Some people regard January as a time for new beginnings and this year
the New Year takes on a particular importance in our household. We are
just filled with gratitude that Peter has come through some difficult
months after his major surgery last April, met some wonderful people on
the journey and now has the opportunity for making new and better
memories.

We feel privileged to be associated with the wonderful Christ Church
family and are not at all sure how we would have coped without the
prayers of so many people, so much kindness and concern – it made
such a difference - thank you. We are also very grateful for all those
people who provided some real practical and spiritual support for both
of us when the going was tough; whether it was visiting, gardening,
praying with us or just listening – thank you all so much.

Philippians 4 v 6-7 is one of the many bible passages that helps us to deal
with the day to day – may you too experience that Peace which passes
all understanding.
Peter and Sheila Gill
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion last Wednesday in the month at 10am
February Events
2nd February
Annual General Meeting

Evening Wives in February
Wednesday 10th February at 2.15 till 4.00pm.
We are meeting at 42c Stakes Road Purbrook
‘Memories of our first years after school’.
We welcome non-members. Please note new time this month – 2.15pm.
Our meetings are open to non-members, anyone interested in joining us
will be made most welcome.
Norma Gibney (number on back page)

Lent Lunches Saturdays 13th February-19th March 12-1pm
In Christ Church Hall
Come and join us for home made soup, crusty rolls/bread and cheese.
With a cup if tea or coffee’
Donations will go to AFIA and Tearfund.
Pat Hatchard
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Open Church Coffee Morning
in aid of the
Christ Church Building Fund
Friday February 12th
10:00 till 12:00
Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake
Books & Jams for sale.
All proceeds will go towards the
building of our church toilet
Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday February 26th
At 12:30pm
Menu:
Sweet & sour chicken, egg noodles, stir fried veg, dim sum
Apple crumble & custard
Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524
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Disturb us, Lord
Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when
With the abundance of things we possess
We have lost our thirst
For the waters of life;
Having fallen in love with life,
We have ceased to dream of eternity
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision
Of the new Heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wider seas
Where storms will show your mastery;
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
We ask You to push back
The horizons of our hopes;
And to push into the future
In strength, courage, hope, and love.
Attributed to Sir Francis Drake, 16th Century
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Pray (Mt 6:5,9)
When you pray…
Words and wisdom of Jesus –
He doesn’t say, if or in case,
He says, when… you pray.
And we will.
From deep within,
Our spirit calls out to God,
Created to communicate with the Creator.
Cinemas can ban,
Statistics can suggest we won’t,
But Jesus says, when you pray...
Say, Our Father,
And when we do, he hears and answers
And pours out his love,
Always.

Prayer on Prayer
Dear Father,
Thank you that you want us, your children, to connect with you in prayer.
Thank you that we can come to you, rest in your presence and spend time
with you, either quietly or crying out our thoughts and concerns from
open hearts.
Help us to trust you; to be confident that you hear us and will answer our
prayers, in the right time and in the right way for us, even if we don’t
always understand.
Thank you for the sustaining privilege of prayer,
In Jesus name.
Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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Homegroup Schedule Spring 2016
Day

Monday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Time

7:30-9:00pm

2:00-3:30pm

7:30-9pm

8:00-9:30pm

Leader

Dave Fowler

Jacqui Wilson

Sandra Morgan Sarah Collins/
Pauline Letters

Host

Diana Hutchins

Molly Ayling

Jean Partridge

Helen Love

Meeting Dates

1st February

3rd February

3rd February

3rd February

Wednesday 10th February Ash Wednesday
Lent Course

15th February

17th February

17th February

17th February

22nd February

26th February

26th February

26th February

29th February

2nd March

2nd March

2nd March

7th March

9th March

9th March

9th March

14th March

16th March

16th March

16th March

21st March

23rd March

23rd March

23rd March

I would like to thank the choir for all the lovely singing

over many years. You will be greatly missed. You gave us
a beautiful anthem to say goodbye.
God bless you all
Ivy Mauback
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Editor’s Bit
The birds are starting to sing and the snowdrops are out, even some
daffodils are in flower, so spring is round the corner. As a gardener this
time of the year can be frustrating, so much rain and so little sun. But we
still have some geraniums valiantly flowering in spite of the frosts we
have had recently.
The cats are still spending most of their time indoors, only Pip ventures
out and then he can be found on an old quilt I left on the bedroom floor
intending to throw it out. But he buries himself into it and I haven’t the
heart to throw it away yet. When the better weather comes he will take
up residence in the greenhouse I grow tomatoes and cucumbers in. It
has no door as I never got round to assembling it and now the parts are
lost. But at this time of the year there are no plants in it anyway just two
chairs in case Pushkin wants to join Pip in snoozing away the hours when
it is sunny.
Soon they may have a playmate, we are thinking of adopting another cat
from a local rescue centre. Pip needs a playmate and so far no one has
turned up (Somewhere a Cat is Waiting, by Derek Tangye)
Soon it will be time to start sowing seeds, and I have the rest of a hedge
to plant before the nettles take over again. If it would just stop raining!

Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
PS. On the 22nd December
we saw a hedgehog in the garden !
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Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Day – 9th February
It’s odd, really, that confessing one’s sins to God should ever have
involved making pancakes. And yet the beginning of Lent brings us both –
Shrove Tuesday is Pancake Day, and is followed by Ash Wednesday, and
so Lent begins.
In centuries gone by, the pancakes were made to use up the milk and eggs
before the fasting of Lent. More recently, many readers will have
childhood memories of the wonder of watching our mothers break an
egg, mix it with milk and flour – and out of that gooey mess, to produce a
light and delicious pancake.
These days more and more of us buy pancake mix, or even ready-made
pancakes. It seems we prefer the certainty of ending up with pancakes - to
the risk of having made nothing BUT a mess of the kitchen.
In many parishes they used to hold pancake races on the day. Why
anyone would want to run around a field while holding a pancake is not
clear, but in Olney, Bucks, they have held a pancake race almost every
year since 1445.

Ideas for Valentine’s Day
Valentine’s Day is named after an early Christian martyr, and was
established by Pope Gelasius I in 496, in honour of St Valentine, who
showed such kindness and love to all who crossed his path. It has become
the day when we celebrate the joys of human love.
If you have a romance in your life, how about getting out your best
crockery for a romantic candlelit meal? Or go through your photographs
together, or write the one you love a love letter? Can you return to the
scene of your first date? - or perhaps plant a shrub together, to celebrate
the day?
Even if you do not have a romance in your life, that need not stop you
enjoying Valentine’s Day (after all, the saint had no romance in his life).
Instead, why not seek out and show love and kindness to several people?
How about hosting a Valentine’s meal to enjoy each other’s company and
to share God’s love for us all? At the very least, why not be on the ‘lookout’ to do people a random act of kindness this month? Ask God to help
you be sensitive to even a stranger who needs a helping hand.
Allow your Lent to be a time of watchful expectation!
16

Celebrating the Queen’s 90th Birthday – special book
The Queen has served the country and Commonwealth for more than 60
years. From 10-12 June 2016 her 90th birthday will be celebrated.
To mark the unique occasion, HOPE, Bible Society and the London Institute
for Contemporary Christianity are publishing a ‘very special’, 64-page book
focusing on the Queen’s Christian faith as a tribute to her life of service.
The Servant Queen - and the King She Serves is a beautifully illustrated short
book, which uses the Queen’s own words to draw out the central role of her
trust in Jesus Christ, offering an inspiring, multi-faceted insight into a life
well-lived for others.
In her 2014 Christmas broadcast the Queen described Jesus Christ as ‘an
anchor in my life’ and a ‘role-model’. It is the most recent of many public
references the Queen has made to her Christian faith.
Advance orders for The Servant Queen have already reached more than
60,000 with Anglican dioceses and denominations ordering copies to give
away.

CMS trains Tanzanian Christians
A new initiative to train and inspire evangelism has resulted in more than
100 Tanzanian Christians being trained to share the gospel, and hundreds of
people from the local community attending a two day open air mission of
prayer, healing and preaching.
Church Mission Society mission partner Christine Salaman, who works for
the Anglican Church of Tanzania, explained: “Large numbers of people came
to hear preaching and receive prayer.” Traditionally, Tanzanian Christians
have lived peacefully alongside their Muslim neighbours, but tensions exist
with some radical groups wishing to use Zanzibar as a springboard to
extremism in East Africa.
However, the Anglican Church in Tanzania [ACT] team has a vision to send
out ‘missionaries’ across the whole country and more training events are
now being planned.
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Mission of the Month Church Missionary Society

Love casts out fear in Taiwan
During their time at St John’s University in Taipei, Taiwan, students’ lives
are often changed forever. According to mission partner Catherine Lee,
who works at St John’s, “many clergy in the diocese of Taiwan first
became Christians here.” Catherine, who works in chaplaincy and leads
English-learning groups at St John’s, asked one student, Mark Chou TzuYang, to share his faith journey:
My family are followers of Taiwan’s traditional religion. Each time I got into
trouble, my father made me kneel before the family shrine in our home to
face the god. As a result, I became very afraid to fail at anything.
One summer, I took part in a three-day Christian camp, where people talked
about Jesus. I had a warm feeling, warmer than I had ever had. At the end of
the camp, the pastor gave me a Bible. But when my father saw it, he was
angry and took it away. That year on Christmas Eve, the church people came
to my house to sing and share Christmas greetings, but my father kept them
away. After that Christmas I had no more contact with Jesus.
In my first year at St John’s University, I wanted to learn more English so I
joined the English conversation group run by the chaplain’s office. Most of
the other students in the group were members of the Christian fellowship.
One night they were planning an evangelistic outreach and they invited me
to be on the welcome team. I said yes.
Because I hadn’t had anything to do with church since my childhood, I was
nervous but also excited.
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That evening, I met many people and made some new friends. I joined the
student fellowship group. They encouraged me every time I failed at
something. I began to lose my fear.
The next summer, we held a camp for local children and it reminded me of
my childhood. Why had those people been so nice to me all those years
ago?
Looking for the answer, I started to attend church and I volunteered
overseas with the student group. I met people from many different places,
and I figured out something we all have in common. We are all alive in love
and the love is from Jesus.
On Easter Eve, 4 April 2015, I was baptised at Advent Church, St John’s
University.
On that day, the thing that touched me the most deeply was that my mother
and brother came to this special event. My father was not angry with me,
but instead gave his blessing.
This summer, I took part in an overseas mission trip. We learned more than
we gave. I cannot sing or play an instrument like others on our team, so I
[was able to learn] the local language. I think language learning is key to
becoming close to people’s hearts. I think that is why God guided me to the
chaplaincy’s English class. I would like to be a peacemaker in the future.
I used to think: “I do things for God. So God looks great. So God loves me.”
But now I have learned that God is great. God loves me. So I do things for
God. Jesus shows me how much he loves people. So I want to follow him
and love people. I began saying “I love you” to my family. I have found that
the relationship between us is changing, because of Jesus.
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New Wine
Celebration
A time for worship, teaching and
ministry, held on the first Sunday
of each month at Church of the
Good Shepherd, Crookhorn Lane, Waterlooville, PO7
5QB
Coffee from 6pm, worship starts at 6.30pm followed
by teaching and time for ministry (to finish around
7.45pm)
Organised by Portsmouth New Wine Network —
open to everyone

Sunday 7th February
with Mark

Melluish

Regional Director of New Wine
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 2016
Every year on the first Friday in March women across the world will be
united in prayer.
Over 3 million will be taking part in a day of prayer that circles the globe
from the time that the sun rises over the isle of Tonga, until it finally sets
off the coast of Samoa.
The central act of worship will be a service prepared by the women of
Cuba. The theme this year is Receive Children, Receive me.
Over 170 countries will be taking part and women, men and young people
of all denominations will be most welcome.
Hart Plain, Cowplain will be hosting the event for this area on Friday 4th
March 2016 at 2pm.
This will be followed by refreshments.
Norma Gibney

Carol Singers
A big thank you to all those who sang so
enthusiastically and, despite some wind, rain and double-glazing,
spread Christmas joy. I hope you had as much fun as I did
Rosemary
From the editor: Apologies to Rosemary Lister this should have
appeared in the January magazine but was accidentally left out!
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Giving up for Lent
At the end of the vicar’s pre-Lent sermon he suggested, as an example
to the rest of the community, that the congregation should worship in
an unheated church for the whole of Lent. As they made their way into
the chill Sunday air the vicar addressed one member of the
congregation, asking what she had decided to give up for Lent.
“Church,” she replied firmly.

Judgement?
This true story concerns the visit of a visiting preacher to a little village
chapel… ‘He was a few minutes into his sermon when, without
warning, about twenty square feet of thick and decayed Victorian
plaster fell from high on one wall and crashed into a group of empty
pews below. As the dense fog of dust began to settle, and it became
clear no one was in injured, the minister prepared to resume his
sermon. Then he paused, and looked heavenward and in a slightly
pained voice, asked: “Was it something I said?”’

Don’t die
The vicar announced: ‘I am sure that you will not wish to overwork our
visiting priest while I am on holiday, and will keep funerals to a
minimum.’

Blessing
One Sunday when my grand-daughter was about two years old, her
daddy and mummy made their Communion at my local church, and
took her with them for a blessing. Arriving back in our pew she said in
a loud voice: ‘Granny, the man has said his prayers on my head, and he
has a lovely dress on.’
22
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd. Sandy Phillips

Reader
Wardens

Sandra Morgan
Dave Fowler
Diana Hutchins
Jackie Quinn

Lighthouse
Parish Administrator
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Helen Love
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Hedley Trembath
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

