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Sunday 3rd

Easter 2

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

QARANC Corps Service

18:00 for 18:30

New Wine @ CoGS

Sunday 10th

Easter 3

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30 l

Family Service

Sunday 17th

Easter 4

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse (age3-7) Holy Communion in Easter
18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 24th

Easter 5

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service

Tuesday Morning Prayer in Church 09:00 - 09:30
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Fri

01-Apr

12.30

Neighbourhood lunch

Fri

01-Apr

14.15

Friday Friends

Sun

03-Apr

18.00

New Wine Celebration @CoGS

Tues

05-Apr

14.15

Mothers union Service in church

Wed

06-Apr

19.30

Church Cleaning

Thurs

07-Apr

10:00

Prayer meeting contact June Ames

Thurs

07-Apr

10:30

Holy Communion St Johns

Fri

08-Apr

10.00

Open Church Coffee Morning

Sat

09-Apr

09.00

Church boiler room clearance

Sat

09-Apr

17.00

Worship Band

Wed

13-Apr

10:30

Holy Communion Christ Church

Thurs

14-Apr

19.00

APCM in church starting with coffee

Fri

15-Apr

14.15

Friday Friends

Sat

16-Apr

08:00

Who Let the Dads Out

Thurs

21-Apr

10.30

Holy Communion St Johns

Wed

27-Apr

10.30

Holy Communion Christ Church

Fri

29-Apr

12.30

Neighbourhood Lunch
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From Revd Andy Wilson
We’re looking forward to welcoming Mark James as our new Curate in July. Here,
Mark introduces himself and his family:
Samantha, Mark, Harrison & Elijah James
Samantha, Harrison, Elijah and I would like to start by thanking everyone for
making us feel so welcome at the Palm Sunday service. The welcome we have
received through Andy, Jacqui and others we have met over the last few weeks
has been amazing. I am very excited (and a little apprehensive) about joining you
all in July but as part of my getting to know you and you me, I offer you a short
biography on me and my family.
We live in Stubbington and have done for 14 years. The boys both go to school
here and Samantha works at a local infant school here. The other two immediate
members of our family are our two cats. Beyond this we have family local to us in
Titchfield & the Isle of Wight, Australia and in Portsdown.
Elijah is our youngest son. He will be 11 in August and will be starting high school
this September. Elijah is a sensitive clever and very funny young man. He has a
great sense of humour and loves to be at home with his family, particularly with
his brother who he looks up to. Elijah loves it when I am away at college at
weekends as he gets to sleep in my bed with Sam where they sit and watch
movies until late. Elijah's ideal afternoon would be the beach where we have
been learning to fish when warm enough. Despite the fact we have only ever
caught one fish in in 5 trips both Elijah and I love it. He loves to dance, is an avid
reader and loves Maths. On a cold day he likes home, a funny film, popcorn, ice
cream and cola.
Harrison, our eldest, will be 16 this year and loves sport. He is looking forward to
going off to college this September to study Sports and Journalism. Harrison, like
Elijah, has a great sense of humour and is full of love. To earn extra money
Harrison set up his own small informal business last year called Harrison Hire and
does odd jobs for family and friends ranging from letting the chickens out to
cutting grass and clearing paths. Right now Harrison is mid-GCSE and revision.
Harrison’s perfect day would involve playing or watching Rugby, go-carting,
football, golf and pizza.
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We are so proud of the man Harrison is becoming. Sam and I are settling into our
new found role as his taxi for him and his friends as they each begin the perilous
journey into adulthood.
Samantha works as a Teaching and Learning Assistant at Crofton School. Sam has
worked with children for 10 years and it has been amazing to watch as God has
enabled Sam to fulfil this calling in her life. Sam is looking forward to being
involved at Christ Church. Sam is (I am biased I know) the most beautiful person I
know, inside and out. Sam is creative, fun, loves life and radiates warmth. Sam has
been my rock through my training and the last 14 years of our marriage. I could
not have studied as I have without her support. Sam's ideal day would be either a
day with the family that ideally does not involve mud. Another would be a spa day
or being at a Bon Jovi concert. I can't wait for you to meet her and get to know the
person I love.
So to me, Mark. I feel so humble and privileged to be joining you at Christ Church.
I am excited about where God is leading. I know one thing for sure, it will be in
God's strength and not mine that I Minister with you, but that is of course how it
should be.
For the last 16 years I have worked within the technology sector. For the time
being this is where I shall remain as I join you in a part-time & self-supporting
capacity. That said I do have plans that see me freeing more of my time. Andy and
I have met to start considering when I will spend time with you through my
training and I for one am really excited about the opportunities we see despite my
current time capacity. My first sermon with you will the 10th July (feel free to
come and heckle). I am Ordained on the 2nd and I join you on the 3rd July so not
long at all.
I love the city of Portsmouth; I consider this my home of which Portsdown is now
a big part. I was born in Emsworth; I grew up in Purbrook before moving to the
Isle of Wight at 13 then moving away at 28 settling in Fareham. Beyond that
Whitely at 30 and finally Stubbington where we have raised a family. I am proud
to be a part of Portsmouth, its history, its people and its future of which we are all
a part.
Continued on next page
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Over the last 6 years I have had a passionate ministry for men, particularly work
placed men. Through this I am involved and co run two work placed ministry initiatives that I do as part of my working day. One is for Christian people in the
workplace (men & women) and one is for Christian business leaders (men) which
is City based and has a growing number of international links.
A bit more….I love to run, cook, walk, read, cycle and write, just not all at the
same time. I love to reflect, pray and delight in the Lord. I even enjoy ironing! I
want to sign off and just say how amazing this journey has been for me and my
family, of which I now consider you a part. My prayer as I move towards July for
us all is the passion and fire I feel burns for my new parish and all those that live
in it. I pray I will be a faithful servant who glorifies God. See you all in a few
weeks.

Samantha, Mark,
Harrison and Elijah James
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WANTED ----LIFTERS AND SHIFTERS
As part of our ongoing commitment to health and safety and our
continuing policy of getting rid of clutter and stuff no longer needed we
shall be having a clear out of the boiler room. This will take place at 0900
on Saturday the 9th of April and we need helpers to help in clearing the
place out, the more help we get the less trips we will have to make up and
down the steps. Some of the stuff down there has probably not seen the
light of day since before Victoria and Albert were married, goodness only
knows what we will come across and whether it still has any use or
purpose. A skip will be on hand for the majority of the stuff down there to
be carted off to the tip, however anything that is reuseable or salvageable
can go to a good home if wanted. Hopefully there will be very little, if
anything, going back down there. Anyway please consider if you can give a
hand on that morning and let’s have a good clear out of the place once
and for all. Thank you
Dave Fowler
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Getting Ready for Christian Aid Week 2016
Christian Aid Week 2016
Neighbour

Love Every

The list of available roads is now on the
board at the back of church.
Please sign your name to help.
We deliver envelopes to houses in our local area and return later in the
week to collect them. The money raised transforms the lives of some of
the world’s poorest people (last year we raised over £2500).
Everything you need for the collection will be supplied, including
guidance tips, pin badge, envelopes and collecting bag.
COULD YOU SPARE AN HOUR OR TWO OF YOUR TIME DURING THIS ONE
WEEK ?
This is our chance to give our time and act in love for our neighbours
around the world.

NEW FOR THIS YEAR
The law on No Cold Calling Zones and door
stickers has changed and now applies to charity collections.
If you ,or someone you know, lives in The Dale, The Brow ,The Rise, The
Thicket or Underdown Avenue, or you have a door sticker that mentions
‘no cold calling ‘ then you will NOT receive an envelope this Christian Aid
Week unless you request one.
Please therefore make use of the spare envelopes that will be in church,
or speak to me to arrange for someone to call.
Jackie Quinn

Christian Aid Organiser

(usually available in church or tel 02392 619709)
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Prayer for every day after Easter
Living, Almighty God,
Thank you that by your Spirit living in me, made possible by the
life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, you give me all I
need.
Like Peter, you forgive and re-commission me. Like Thomas, you
meet me in ways tailor-made for me.
Lord, thank you for the daily personal “nudges” that assure me of
your reality, your presence in my life, just when I need so much to
know you are here.
Thank you that we are Easter People every day, because of Jesus,
and in His name we pray.
Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion last Wednesday in the month at 10am
April Events
4th April Lady Day Service at St George Church Waterlooville
5th April service in church led by Revd Peter Hall

Evening Wives
No meeting in April
Next one will be May 11th
See the May Portsdown Post for details
Norma Gibney (number on back page)

The Mothers Union wish to thank all who
supported the Lent Lunches
The helpers and the ladies who made and donated soup.

Pat Hatchard
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Open Church Coffee Morning
in aid of the
Christ Church Building Fund
Friday April 8th
10:00 till 12:00
Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake
Books & Jams for sale.
All proceeds will go towards the
building of our church toilet

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday April 29th
At 12:30pm
Menu:
Roast Beef, Yorkshire Pudding Roast potatoes & Veg
St Clements cheese cake & lemon sorbet
Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524

11

SUMMER FESTIVAL 2016 - Update
If you were reading last month’s edition you will recall we
called it handbag month! Thank you very much to the people
who donated bags as a result. However, we are happy to receive bags up to the event, so if you haven’t had your spring
clean yet, no problem.
By the time you read this we will be just about 3 months away
from our Festival, it seems like a long time but with such a large
and important event to organise it’s amazing how quickly the
time goes!
We have been working hard to introduce some new ideas
whilst keeping many of the old favourites, but don’t forget if
you can help in any way at all, in advance or on the day, or even
with the clearing up, we would love to hear from you. More
about this next month.

So we are calling April, Tombola month! As one of the most
popular stalls, it is only as successful as the number of prizes
we have, and we need hundreds!
Tombola prizes can be unwanted gifts, sweets/chocolates, fancy food items, toiletries, bottles of wine or other suitable
bottles, gifts for children, in fact anything in brand new condition, that you would be happy to win yourself.
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This time we are also going to have a separate Teddy Tombola for
the young ones. So we need lots of soft toys, not just Teddy
bears, in very good condition, most of us have got some, so
please see what you can part with!
As always, please speak to one of us if you can help, or leave
items at the back of the church.
Please don’t forget the date – Saturday 9th July 2016, from 12
noon to 4pm
Thank you
Sandra, Sue and Vicky

Saturday 9th July
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The Queen is ‘very grateful’ for the nation’s prayers
In a strong statement of faith, the Queen has said that she is ‘very
grateful’ to the nation for its prayers for her and that she has felt God’s
‘faithfulness’ during 64 years on the throne.
The comments – rare insights into the Queen’s personal thoughts and
Christian faith – came in the forward to a new book, The Servant Queen
and the King She Serves, published by Bible Society, HOPE and LICC.
Her Majesty said, ‘I have been – and remain – very grateful to you for
your prayers and to God for His steadfast love. I have indeed seen His
faithfulness.’
The book was published to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday. In her
comments, the Queen referred to the changes she has seen in her life,
which has made her the longest-reigning monarch in British history.
‘The extent and pace of change has been truly remarkable,’ she said. ‘We
have witnessed triumphs and tragedies.’ And she alluded to the current
problems in the Middle East saying that the world is now experiencing
‘terrible suffering on an unprecedented scale’.
The Queen’s Christian faith is well-known. In recent years, Her Majesty
has referred to her beliefs in public statements, including Christmas
broadcasts.
The Servant Queen and the King She Serves highlights the Queen’s faith
and how it has shaped her personal life and service to the nation. A 12page schools version has been published by Scripture Union.
Copies of The Servant Queen and the King She Serves are available in
packs of 10 at £1 a copy (plus p&p). Visit www.hopetogether.org.uk/
thequeen to order copies
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Editor’s Bit
Sometimes things don’t quite go as planned, and you are left with the
question ‘what was that all about Lord?’
We set off for a nice break away to a beautiful part of Wales, looking
forward to a nice peaceful time in a very comfortable cottage.
But it wasn't to be, we had put all 6 cats into the cattery and had started
to unwind - then bang a phone call changed it all which led to us cutting
the holiday short going home and burying our lovely old cat Winger who
wasn't quite 20.
Winger came down 19 years ago with his brother Oppo from Derbyshire.
Winger grew into a big tabby cat who liked to make himself heard with a
loud meow as he walked down the garden path. He collected elastic
bands and feathers, and would place them into the cats food bowls for an
extra decoration. I never had to search for an elastic band they would be
dropped by the postman and end up on the kitchen drawer handles.
I buried him to the music of ‘Silent Wings’ by Tina Turner it was ‘our song’
As I sat in our arbor where all his siblings are buried I did ask ‘why Lord?’
not for his death because he had had a good long life with very little
illness, but at the timing. Sometimes there is no answer things happen
because they happen and it is how we cope with it that is important. I
have to say to myself there are far worse things that can affect us in this
life and we shouldn't expect any special treatment, just the strength to
cope with whatever is thrown at us .
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org

Pip

Squinny
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Sadie

Amport House
I wondered if people would like to visit Amport House, the home of the
Army Chaplaincy dept. It has a wonderful museum which is free entry.
We would have to transport ourselves. It is not far from Andover.
These are the details from the site:
Situated in the beautiful village of Amport, not far from the historic town
of Andover, is 'Amport House' - the current home of military chaplaincy.
It is here that you will find the museum of the Royal Army Chaplain's
Department.
Housed in a purpose-built conversion you will discover a unique collection
dedicated to the work of Army Chaplains throughout history in peacetime,
under fire and in captivity. There is also an opportunity to find out more
about the four chaplains who have been awarded the Victoria Cross!
The collection is suitable for secondary school ages upwards;
opening times are 09:30 to 17:00 Monday to Friday.
Visitors are strongly advised to make an appointment with the Curator in
advance.
Visitors who do not make a booking will be required to provide personal
identification on arrival.
I am happy to arrange a date and time etc.
Tracey Harvey

Revd Sandy Phillips
On 1st May, Sandy will be stepping down from frontline ministry at Christ
Church. To mark that and to thank Sandy for her 12 years of faithful
ministry, there will be a bring-and share lunch on that day. If you would
like to contribute towards a gift for Sandy, please pass it to Andy or Jacqui,
marked clearly ‘Gift for Sandy’
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Winner of church school design
competition for Queen’s birthday
The winner of a church school competition to design a logo for the C of E’s
celebrations in honour of Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th birthday has been
announced. The logo, designed by Lucas Salinger, aged 10, from Potten End
C of E Primary School in Hertfordshire, was picked from over 1000 entries.
Lucas, whose village school is near Berkhamsted said: ‘I feel amazed that
my design was chosen. I feel lost for words!’
Head teacher Andrew Morris said: ‘I am extremely proud that a member of
my school has won the competition, out of so many entries.’
Official celebrations will take place in London between the 10th – 12th
June, including a thanksgiving service at St Paul’s Cathedral, a Birthday
Parade on Horse Guards Parade and a street party in The Mall. It is
envisaged that church events will be integrated into local community
celebrations that take place that weekend.
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After Easter
(John

21)

Resurrection reality –
for Thomas, through the door,
for Peter, on the shore,
for me, right here
where I am, in this situation
that I didn’t choose.
Resurrection reality of living love –
Jesus walking with me,
forgiving, restoring,
sustaining, strengthening
and gently calling again
that original call
that makes sense of it all,
Follow me,
I am the Way,
I am alive.
By Daphne Kitching
18

Mission of the Month –Barnabas Fund
PEER SAVES CHRISTIANS
Dozens of Christian families have been saved from persecution at the hands
of Islamic State thanks to a Jewish peer who himself escaped from the
Nazis thanks to the Quakers.
Lord Weidenfeld was helping fund the rescue missions in Iraq as a way of
‘repaying his debt’ to Christians who he says saved his life back in 1938.
His charity, the Weidenfeld Fund, has been working with international relief
agency The Barnabas Fund and another charity called Foundation
Generation 21, based in the Czech Republic.
They have recently saved 37 Iraqi families fleeing their homes after attacks
by IS.
Lord Weidenfield was a penniless student when British Quakers helped him
reach the UK from Nazi occupied Austria, just a year before the Second
World War started.
“…the plight of these people is dire and we need to do whatever to save the
lives of innocent men, women and children“ – LORD WEIDENFELD
The resettlement in the Czech Republic follows Barnabas Fund’s Operations
Safe Havens evacuation of over 50 Syrian Christian families to Warsaw in
July 2015 in conjunction with the Weidenfeld Fund, which continues to
work closely with Barnabas Fund.
The families travelled from Damascus to Beirut. A specially chartered flight
took them onto Warsaw.
Article provided by Barnabas Fund Rep Margaret Baggs
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For the Record :
Baptisms
27th March
Abel Leonard Humphris

Weddings
None

Funerals
4th March Bevis Edward Charles Pritchard, aged 77
11th March Robert David George Stowe, aged 73
21st March Per Erik Klinthall, aged 68
30th March Lionel Alexander Dickson, aged 91

Magazine Contributions for the May Portsdown Post
by Monday 18th April

Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
if you have access to the internet
why not go to our website for all the magazines?
www.christchurchportsdown.org
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Flowers for the Sanctuary Pedestal
April 2016
Provided By:
03/04/16

Available

10/04/16.

Mrs Barbara Hatton in memory of her
husband Ronald

17/04/16.

Wedding of Michael Cooper and
Louise Gillman

.

24/04/16

Available

Flower Stewards for April –
Barbara Hatton Tel: 023-92383088 &
Jenny Whiteside Tel: 023-92376333
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Why Did the Chicken Cross the Road? (Theological Version)
Billy Graham: The chicken was surrendering all.
Rick Warren: The chicken was purpose driven.
John Wesley: The chicken’s heart was strangely warmed.
John Piper: God decreed the event to maximize his glory. OR . . . it
was an act of Christian hedonism. The chicken realized that his
greatest joy would only be found on the other side.
C.S. Lewis: If a chicken finds itself with a desire that nothing on this
side can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that it was created
for the other side.
N.T. Wright: This act of the chicken, which would be unthinkable in
British barnyards, reeks of that American individualism that is
destructive to community.
Pluralist: The chicken took one of many equally valid roads.
Universalist: All chickens cross the road.
Tim LaHaye: The chicken didn’t want to be left behind.
Emergent: For this chicken, it’s not the destination that’s important.
It’s the journey itself.

Wages
Seen on a church notice board: Despite inflation, the wages of sin
remain the same.’
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd. Sandy Phillips

Reader
Wardens

Sandra Morgan
Dave Fowler
Diana Hutchins
Jackie Quinn

Lighthouse
Parish Administrator
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Helen Love
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Hedley Trembath
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

