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Sunday 7th

Trinity 11

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion in ordinary time

Sunday 14th

Trinity 12

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30 l

Family Service & Baptisms

Sunday 21st

Trinity 13

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion in ordinary time

Sunday 28th

Trinity 14

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service & Baptism
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Thurs

05-Aug 10:30

Holy Communion @St Johns

Fri

06-Aug 14:15

Friday Friends in church hall

Thurs

11-Aug 10:00

Parish prayer meeting see June Ames

Thurs

11-Aug 10:30

Holy Communion @Christ Church

Fri

12-Aug 10:00

Open Church Coffee Morning

Sat

13-Aug 17.00

Worship Band

Thurs

18-Aug 10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns

Fri

19-Aug 14:15

Friday Friends Tea & Cake

Wed

24-Aug 19:30

PCC

Thurs

25-Aug 10:30

Holy Communion @ Christ Church

Fri

26-Aug 12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

MIDWEEK COMMUNION will return to Christ Church for the
2nd & 4th THURSDAY of each month starting from 11 th
August.
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“Do say hello”
As the new Curate (trainee Vicar) here at Christ Church for just two
weeks, life will never be the same again. I have opened a summer
Festival, I have met loads of lovely people, and generally began
getting used to wearing a collar. I forgot it was on until a man I met in
Costa asks me for prayer, such a privilege.
Besides this new role I have also begun to run a new business
www.mojou.co.uk so a whole life ministry is unfolding, in which Sam,
Harrison, Elijah and I are beginning to find a new rhythm. I am doing
this so that I can be self-financing whilst at Christ Church although
this does mean I am not around all the time.
So. What do we have planned. Below is a summary of what we are
discerning as a leadership team. More details to follow:
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

Youth Ministry - The young people in and around Christ Church.
Plans are quite early on, ask questions and make suggestions if
you want to be involved, more so if you have children.
Men’s Ministry – Doing bloke stuff! Whatever that may look
like. I am looking forward to getting to know me locally. We
plan to organize events, prayer groups and study groups.
Supporting Christians in Business - This is something I am already involved in and am looking forward to bringing this to our
City of Portsmouth.
Is there more to life than this? Alpha Couse is a great way for us
as a community to explore this question www.alpha.org
CAP money courses, maximize your cash that equates to a 30%
pay rise, every little helps. www.capuk.org

Both courses are planned for early 2017.
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Alongside wanting to meet as many people as I can please do contact me
if any of the above is of interest. Mark.james@christchurchportsdown.org
07443 577577
By the Revd. Mark James, Deacon (trainee Vicar) at Christ Church,
Portsdown.

Families with young children at Christ Church.
Sam and I would like to invite you to a picnic on Sunday 21st August
12:00 - 15:00 on Purbrook Heath Cricket Field
It is a great opportunity to get to know you and your children as we think
about children's work here at Christ Church over the next few years, so
please do come along.
Bring a picnic, blanket, a game and yourselves.
We can't wait to meet, chat, and generally get to know each other as we
consider children's work here at Christ Church.

God Bless Mark James
For further info contact me: mark.james@christchurchportsdown.org
07443 577577
If you can't make the date but have young Children of any age do contact
me please.
Blessings
Mark
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Editor’s Bit
I have just come back from New Wine.
A group of us from all ages ranging from a few months to adults (some of
us OAP’s) travelled from Hampshire to the lovely countryside in
Somerset..
Some in caravans, trailers and tents, we had mixed weather of sunshine
and showers. There was a wide selection of things to go to ranging from
very charismatic type of worship, to Christian teaching about dealing
with every day life. A few of us managed the early morning ‘Rise’ which
proved to be well worth the effort made easier by a really good cup of
Fair Trade coffee provided by various of the Christian charities on site.
One of my highlights was talks by various bishops called ‘’Visionary
Bishops’ One of the talks was by the archbishop of York Dr, John
Sentamu. Unfortunately nearing the end of his talk the heavens opened
and he had to pause his talk for a good ten minutes because the rain was
so heavy that he couldn't be heard! I had a strong feeling of being inside
Noah’s Ark! It felt safe and dry but scary at the same time wondering
when the rain would stop.
It was well worth going, and I would encourage more to go, we had really
good music, singing, excellent teaching and the feeling of being set apart
from the rest of the world wherever you were you could hear people
singing God’s praises a bit like a taste of heaven being in the company of
so many of God’s people.

Ruth Fowler
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Open Church Coffee Morning
in aid of the
Christ Church Building Fund
Friday August 12th

10:00 till 12:00
Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake
Books, plants & Jams for sale.
All proceeds go to the building fund

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday 26th August
At 12:30pm
Menu:
Gammon, pineapple, parsley sauce, sauté potatoes vegetables
Black Forest Trifle

Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524
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Who’s Who - Christ Church Churchyard & Military Cemetery
Continuing the history of notable people buried in our church yard &
Military Cemetery . It is intended to feature a grave each month where
some history is known of the occupant , if you know of a such a history
Keith Fisher would be interested to know of it for our historical archives .
No 2 - Herbert Edward Gunson , Chaplain to the Forces ( CF )
On the steep grass bank of the graveyard, south of the church your eyes
may have been drawn to a single war grave positioned among the other
larger gravestones in that location . The grave contains the remains of
Revd Herbert Gunson who died on 23rd August 1918 while in post as
Military Hospital Chaplain at Alexandra Military Hospital , Cosham .
Herbert Gunson was born in London on 17th August 1868 & he appears to
have come from a privileged background & after being educated by a
private tutor matriculated at St Edmund Hall, Oxford in 1889. He was
ordained in 1894 by the Bishop of Rochester to the curacy of St Anne’s
South Lambeth, where he spent four years in devoted service for The
Charterhouse Mission & subsequently about six months as Chaplain of
Guys Hospital, London. This seems to have started his career in Hospital
Chaplaincy as in 1900 he was appointed to the arduous & responsible
post of the great Middlesex Hospital where, it is said, he laboured in
season & out for twelve years & was beloved by patients & staff alike, &
his work in the cancer wards was gratefully remembered . It was
referred to in the Address presented to him on leaving in 1914, signed by
the Chief Authorities of the Hospital & the Chairman, Prince Alexander of
Battenberg . Gunson had been a hard working chaplain at every ones
beck & call & his work there had been done almost too conscientiously
for his physical strength . On leaving The Middlesex he was offered a
parish at Lavender Hill in London , the charge of which he did not feel
equal to the strain of accepting . He instead took a short period of rest
at West Tisted in Hampshire with his mother & sister.
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But such rest was not to be for long, for on war breaking out in 1914 he
naturally felt the call to offer his services for hospital work as an Army
Chaplain.
He was gratefully accepted by the authorities & sent to The Fourth London
General Hospital at Denmark Hill in London, where he remained till
December 1915. Moving on to an Isolation Camp Hospital at Aldershot he
himself was laid low with Scarlet Fever from which he recovered. He was
then transferred to The Alexandra Military Hospital at Cosham , the large
hospital for troops in the Portsmouth Division. He built up a reputation at
the hospital as a hard working & devoted chaplain making the hospital
chapel in so many ways the centre of his work & his presence on the wards
was always welcomed . During November 1917 Herbert Gunson was struck
down with diabetes & the hospital authorities gave him all possible
attention . It was also fortunate that his mother & sister were nearby having
a house in Cosham . In March 1918 his health appeared to be on the mend
& he was sent to an Officers Convalescence Hospital near Bournemouth
returning to Alexandra Hospital during the Summer on Light Duty. But
unhappily a relapse quickly followed & on 23rd August 1918 he passed away
peacefully in the presence of family & friends , he was aged just fifty.
Herbert Gunson’s funeral in Christ Church churchyard on 28th August 1918,
was well attended , including the Commandant & staff of Alexandra Hospital
Cosham & the Matron of the Middlesex Hospital where he had served so
long . His casket was borne from the hospital to the church on a gun carriage
with eight of his fellow chaplains in attendance as pall bearers & a military
band playing funeral marches leading the way . At the graveside ceremony
conducted by the Assistant Chaplain General Revd J Tucker CF assisted by
the Revd J Rogers CF, Gunsons successor at the hospital, a firing party fired a
volley over the grave & buglers sounded The Last Post. The following
morning a special Memorial Holy Communion took place in the Alexandra
Hospital chapel. It was reported at the time that although he did not pass
away on the battlefield abroad, he none the less died a true soldiers death,
when he breathed his last at his post of duty in his own hospital .
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Cleaning the Church Brass
We are hoping that we can have a rota in church for cleaning
the brass. It isn't a difficult task and would only take one hour
a week. All the cleaning materials are provided.
If enough people volunteer you might only be needed just once
a month.
If you feel that you help please talk to me in church or call me
on 92268928.
Thank you Ros Molloy

Calling all you knitters

Have you any odd balls of wool hiding away?
There is a dedicated group of knitters who
provide visiting sailor's from foreign climes with
warm woolly hats, scarves and mufflers to
keep them warm at sea in colder climates
Please leave at the back of the church.
Margaret Baggs
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Faithful God
(Jn6:68)
Faithful God,
Present in the crisis,
Reminding,
Re-assuring,
Real now, as then,
In sunshine,
In storm,
In beauty and in pain.

God, who created and called,
Who gave and gave and gave
Is the God of giving still.
Is the God of giving more…
More love,
More presence,
More hope,
More peace,
More life moments
With him in the middle.
To whom shall we go?
By Daphne Kitching
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Prayer to our Always-Good Father
Father,
Thank you that you are our Father and that you love us, whoever
we are, wherever we go, whatever we’ve done, however we feel.
No matter what life brings, you never change. You are always
good and always there for us, if we just turn and talk to you.
Thank you for Jesus who died to make that possible. We pray in
his name.
Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

God’s grace distilling
The grace of God on you distil,
The grace of Christ bedewing fill,
The grace of Spirit flowing still
Each day and night upon you pour
Of this life’s share for you in store;
O day and night upon you pour
Of this life’s share for you in store.
From Poems of the Western Highlanders
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Huge rise in persecution of Christians in China
since 2008
There has been a seven-fold rise in the persecution of Christians in China
since 2008, according to a report by a partner of UK-based Release International.
The report claims China is seeking “complete control over the nation’s
churches” with the aim of replacing “Christ as the head of the church with
submission to the Communist Party”. To that end, China has increased its
crackdown on Christians and churches, especially house churches.
“Our partners China Aid have meticulously documented attacks against
Christians and churches in China,” says Paul Robinson, chief executive of
Release, which serves persecuted Christians worldwide.
“They have found that religious persecution, especially of house church
Christians, is increasing in severity. They document a seven-fold rise in persecution since 2008.”
Release urges David Cameron to use his developing relationship with Xi
Jinping to press for full religious freedom in China and an end to persecution. “In all conscience, Britain cannot put trade before human rights.”
China has a long history of attempting to bring the rapidly growing church
under the control of the atheist state. Since the downturn in the Chinese
economy, which has revealed yawning inequalities, the State has been
cracking down on churches, Christians and others for fear of unrest.
This includes the arrest of Christian human rights lawyers for mounting a
legal campaign against the tearing down of hundreds of Christian crosses
from churches. Among them, leading Christian lawyer Zhang Kai, who was
forced to publicly confess to crimes against the state on television.
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Over the last nine years the arrest and harassment of Christians in China
has been rising. And while fewer Christians are being sent to jail, more are
being harassed, beaten and even tortured, the report claims.
In one province alone, Zheijang, the Release partner has independently
verified that “by the end of 2015, more than 20 churches had been forcibly demolished, 1,300 crosses removed, more than 500 Christians taken
into police custody, at least 130 Christians physically injured, more than
60 Christians administratively or criminally detained, and at least 28 pastors and Christians arrested or charged with a crime.”
Through its international network of missions Release serves persecuted
Christians in 30 countries around the world, by supporting pastors and
Christian prisoners, and their families; supplying Christian literature and
Bibles, and working for justice.

A million gifts to celebrate the Queen's birthday
Churches throughout the country who celebrated the Queen’s 90th birthday in June by giving away copies of The Servant Queen and the King She
Serves have made it Britain’s most popular book this year. Nearly one million copies were ordered in the space of five months.
The 64-page gift book, with a foreword by Her Majesty The Queen, was
published by HOPE, Bible Society and the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity, and uses the Queen’s own words to draw out the central
role of her trust in Jesus Christ.
As Roy Crowne, HOPE’s executive director, explains: “The Servant Queen
has opened up lots of conversations about the Queen, her service to nation and Commonwealth, and the example of Jesus Christ which motivates Christians worldwide to serve people in their villages, towns and
cities.”
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New plans to expand network of support on money and debt
Did you know that more than eight million people in the UK are struggling
in real financial distress? They have no access to other finance options, and
so many resort to high cost loans to cover basic necessities such as food and
fuel. This is having a devastating effect on physical and mental health, families and entire communities.
To try and help, the Church of England has embarked on an ambitious programme to grow a nationwide network of support for people to help them
take action on money and debt.
Pilot work under the Church Credit Champions Network across two regions
has formed the beginnings of a ‘Just Finance Network’ to develop community finance and money advice services, and give people the skills they need
to make sound financial decisions.
This pilot has mobilised nearly 200 churches so far. There are now over 250
trained volunteers providing budget and debt advice. This pilot is expected
to generate £2.2 million in social value. Imagine the impact this would have
if it was national.
The Archbishop has asked Church Urban Fund to deliver a national roll out
of the Just Finance Network. To raise funds for this transformative work,
CUF is running the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mustard Seed Appeal.
(www.cuf.org.uk/mustard-seed-appeal),
CUF says: “Together we can grow the seed planted so courageously by the
Archbishop into a real movement for positive change. In the Archbishop’s
words, ‘We have to challenge the sovereignty of money and finance over
every aspect of our life and to say in quite a revolutionary way that money
is not in charge - human beings are the ultimate value’
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Can you doh-si-doh?
How do you recognise your neighbour and partner?
What is a gate?
How about a promenade?
Did you know that a set has a top and a bottom?
(Not your dentures)
Don’t worry if you have no idea.
Nigel and his merry players will explain all
at our fun Harvest Hoe Down on Saturday October 8th
at Christ Church Hall.
Tickets will be available soon from Judy Scott
costing £8 per adult and £4 per child aged 5 to 16 years.
So let’s thank the good Lord for his bountiful harvest with a
lovely meal, fun and laughter!
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Mission Of The Month -Portsmouth Street Pastors
Since I wrote 12 months ago there has continued to be significant
growth, development and change at Portsmouth Street Pastors.
This April saw the launch of School Pastors in Portsmouth and the appointment of Sandra Morgan as the coordinator. Sandra has done a
great deal of work already and the new School Pastors are currently being trained. They are in school to ' fill the gap' and to be a friendly, listening and caring presence.
Portsmouth Street Pastors also continue to be a caring presence on our
streets. They have a good relationship with the police, door staff, the
City Council and the people they meet. The following statistics cover the
period from January 2015 - March 2016.
Volunteer hours - over 2,500
Contacts on streets - 3,320
Aggressive situations calmed - over 60
Vulnerable people helped - over 600
Bottles picked up - over 3,400
Flip flops handed out - over 190 pairs

There are currently 47 Street Pastors, and they are now starting their
new recruitment campaign looking for both Street Pastors and Prayer
Pastors. If anyone is interested in joining you will be very welcome and
can join a team out on patrol as an observer to get a feel for what is involved. If being a Prayer Pastor interests you and you would like to
know more please contact
Jackie Hunt, the Resource Manager in the office or by email.
portsmouth@streetpastors.org.uk
Please include the Street Pastors and the people they meet on our
streets in your prayers. This is much appreciated especially on Friday
and Saturday nights between the hours of 10pm and 3am.
Ros Molloy Street Pastors rep. for Christ Church
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For the Record :
Baptisms
24th July
Harrison Christopher Button

Weddings
30th July
Bradley Simon Gudgeon and Anna louise Wilson
Funerals
None

Magazine Contributions for the September Portsdown Post
by Friday 19th August
Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
if you have access to the internet
why not go to our website for all the magazines?

www.christchurchportsdown.org
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PEDESTAL August 2016
provided by:
07/08/16

Mrs Rita Drake in memory of her
parents

14/08/16.

Mrs Marian Avery in memory of her
husband Harry

21/08/16.

Wedding of Sarah Harbour and Alex
Purser

28/08/16

Available

10/07/16.

Mrs Ann Dove in memory of family
members

Apologies to Mrs Dove this was omitted from July’s
Magazine editors error!
Flower Steward for August –
Sheila King Tel: 023-92253074
& Jenny Whiteside Tel: 023-92376333
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 22nd June 2016

















The PCC noted that the toilet part of the building works should be
complete by the end of June.
The PCC noted that a loan request to the diocese for the remaining
building works funds had been submitted. If all the grant
applications made were successful the loan funds could all be
repaid by end of September.
The PCC discussed further building works and agreed to await the
appointment of a new inspecting architect to seek advice.
The Treasurer reported the church bank account had seen
expenditure higher than income so far this year due to some annual
bills already being paid.
The PCC noted a donation of £500 had been received and agreed to
use it towards the building works.
The PCC noted that further help with the Summer Festival was
needed and prayers were said for the event and all those involved.
The PCC agreed to a Rotary Service being part of the Sunday 31 st
July service.
The PCC agreed to the request from the uniformed leaders to
concentrate their attendance to specific services throughout the
year i.e. February, June (D-Day), October (Harvest), November
(Remembrance) & Christingle.
The PCC were pleased to note that Mark James would be joining the
Christ Church Ministry Team from Sunday 3rd July following his
ordination. Further arrangements for cover are being discussed and
Christ Church will also receive a Year 3 Ordinand who will be
involved from November until Christmas Day 2016.
The PCC noted the diocese were holding a number of training
events for anyone interested in the work of ministry and mission in
the church.
The PCC expressed concern that there has been a lack of respect
shown by a local dog walker who exercises their dog in the
churchyard. A sign asking people to respect the churchyard is being
proposed.

Graham Olway MBE

Christ Church PCC Secretary
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd Mark James

Reader
Wardens

Sandra Morgan
Dave Fowler
Diana Hutchins
Jackie Quinn

Lighthouse
Parish Administrator
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Helen Love
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Hedley Trembath
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

