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Sunday 4th Trinity 15 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30  Holy Communion in ordinary time 

18:00 New Wine @ CoGS 
  

Sunday 11th Trinity 16 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 l Family Service 

  

Sunday 18th Trinity 17 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30 Lighthouse age 3-7 Holy Communion in ordinary time 

18:00 Informal Worship 
  

Sunday 25th Trinity 18 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 Family Service & Baptism 
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What’s on in the Parish and Around 

Thurs 01-Sep 10:00 Parish Prayer Meeting see June Ames 

Thurs 01-Sep 10:30 Holy Communion @St Johns Purbrook 

Fri 02-Sep 10:00 Open Church till 12:00 R&D 

Fri 02-Sep 14:15 Friday Friends  in church hall 

Sat 03-Sep 17:00 Worship Band rehearsal 

Sun 04-Sep 18:00 New Wine Celebration @ CoGS 

Tue 06-Sep 14:15 Mothers Union Service in Church  

Thurs 08-Sep 10:30 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

Fri 09-Sep 10:00 Open Church Coffee Morning 

Sat 10-Sep 17:00 Worship Band Rehearsal 

Wed 14-Sep 19:45 Evening Wives contact Norma Gibney 

Thurs 15-Sep 10:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns Purbrook 

Fri 16-Sep 10:00 Open Church till 12:00 R&D 

Fri 16-Sep 14:15 Friday Friends in church hall 

Sat 17-Sep 09:00 Who Let the Dad’s Out? Church hall 

Sat 17-Sep 17.00 Worship Band rehearsal 

Thurs 22-Sep 10:30 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

Fri 23-Sep 10:00 Open Church till 12:00 R&D 

Fri 23-Sep 12:30 Neighbourhood Lunch 

Sat 24-Sep 08:30 Women’s Breakfast church hall 

Wed 28-Sep 19:30 PCC 

Thurs 29-Sep 10:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns Purbrook 

Morning Prayer every Tuesday 09:00 –09:30 
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From the Vicarage – September 2016 

You may have heard reports that there are not, or will not be, 

enough clergy to keep the Church of England running in the way it 

has done before. There is some truth in that. It would be easy to as-

sume that this is because of financial cuts, but that’s not the principal 

reason.  

The simple truth is that there are more clergy retiring than there are 

being ordained. In any group, if the number leaving exceeds the num-

ber joining then the group will get smaller. That’s just mathematics. 

So is the Church of England struggling to recruit new clergy? Well, not 

really. Numbers of ordinations are increasing but, and here’s the real 

issue, they are not keeping pace with retirements. 

Due to a combination of historical circumstances and policies, we 

have reached the position where 1 in 4 serving clergy are over 60. As 

clergy have to retire before their 70th birthday, this means that at 

least 25% will retire in the next decade. Ordinations are simply not 

keeping pace. 

The good news is that the church is not ignoring this. One response is 

to be more pro-active in encouraging vocations to ministry. We have 

witnessed that here at Christ Church. In recent years we have seen 

Susie Templeton and Sarah Collins each spend a couple of years with 

us to help them get to the point where they are ready to begin train-

ing for ordination. Susie is now training for Pioneer ministry in Ports-

mouth. She will be speaking this month at our Women’s Breakfast 

(see details elsewhere in this magazine). Sarah will be leaving us this 

month to move to Bristol to commence full-time training.  
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From within our own congregation, Richard Hutchins is currently training, 

whilst continuing to work full-time. We have missed Richard while he has 

been on various placements, but hope to have him with us for some time 

next year before he and the family move away in the summer for Richard 

to take up a Curate’s post elsewhere in the Diocese. 

We don’t just give; we also receive. In recent years we have enjoyed the 

ministry of Curates in their first post after ordination. In July we were 

joined by Mark James and we are already benefitting from him being with 

us. 

Increasing vocation is just one response. The church has also recognised 

that we can no longer operate on a Vicar-does-it-all model or even a Vicar-

in-every-church model. The latter has not yet impacted us greatly in this 

area, but with reducing numbers of clergy, those of us in post all have 

responsibilities outside the parish. This means that the members of the 

church, rather than the clergy, need to be the focus of the ministry in the 

church. Only then will the church survive. 

So if you read that the church is dying, don’t believe it. But it is changing – 

and it’s an exciting time to be part of it. If you’re not, then come and join 

us! 

Andy 

Revd Andy Wilson  

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean, Havant / Chaplain, 

Havant & Waterlooville FC / New Wine Network Leader, Portsmouth  
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Editor’s Bit  

By the time you read this magazine, holidays will be over and children will 
be back to school (or will be soon) and we will be looking forward to 
Autumn. 
 
Please say a prayer for the children who are moving classes, or even 
schools this term.  And many congratulations to those young people who 
have their exam results and have done well.  Pray also for those heading 
for college and university. 
 
Autumn can be a lovely time of the year, the leaves are already turning 
on our neighbour’s tree and when the sun shines through them they are 
brown and gold.  The birds are visiting us again especially the finches, and 
the robin is singing sweetly. 
 
Some of us, especially those of us who are  retired, are still looking 
forward to a break away.  Unfortunately we are away for the Coffee 
Morning in October as we will be in France.   The cats won’t have to go 
into a cattery this time , we have family coming to stay who will house 
and cat sit for us.  This will please Pip and Squinney who love their 
freedom and are still out there hunting at night. 
 

 

Ruth Fowler 
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 

 



7 

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch  

Will take place on  

Friday 23rd September 

At 12:30pm 

Menu: 

Sausage casserole, jacket potatoes, green beans 

Impossible pie, fruit compote 

Tea & Coffee 

 

Book your place at back of the church or 

Tel. 02392 789 524 

  
Open Church Coffee Morning  

in aid of the 
Christ Church Building Fund 

Friday September 9th 

10:00 till 12:00 

Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake 

Books, plants & Jams for sale. 

All proceeds go to the building fund 
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Who’s  Who  -  Christ Church Churchyard & Military Cemetery   

Continuing the history of notable people buried in our church yard & Military 

Cemetery   

It is intended to feature a grave each month where some history is known of 

the occupant , if you know of  such a history Keith Fisher would be interested 

to know of it for our historical archives . 

No 3  - Corporal Walter James Wicken   Royal Engineers  

With acknowledgements to Mr Jon Wicken , Great Grand Nephew of Walter 

Wicken. 

At the back of Christ Church we are aware of the immaculately kept 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Cemetery containing the graves of 

WW1 & WW2 Military personnel .  Those war graves with inscriptions facing 

the church are the first graves placed in the cemetery & contain war dead 

from WW 1 or The Great War as it was known before WW2 took place .  

World War 2 ( WW 2) grave stone inscriptions face away from the church , 

to differentiate the graves ! 

Six WW2 graves  are grouped together in pairs on the grassy slope of the 

Military Cemetery, these graves contain the remains of Walter Wicken & 

five comrades who were members of a Royal Engineer Bomb Disposal team 

who all perished together on  Friday 14th March 1941 while dealing with an 

unexploded German bomb dropped on Portsmouth the previous day .   

Unexploded bombs were a nightmare to deal with & were handled with 

extreme caution, with excavation  required to fully access the bomb  from 

its resting place !  It is not known how such a large team all lost their lives 

together dealing with the same bomb, a tragedy for all the relatives who 

received War Office telegrams that day, including the mother of Cpl Walter 

Wicken.  



9 

Walter was born on 7th June 1905 in Rotherhithe , South East London . This 

was the area of Surrey Commercial Docks on the River Thames , Walter’s 

father  Alexander Wicken worked in the docks as a porter.    

Walter was the oldest of eight children having six sisters & one brother.  

Walter’s father served in France during WW1 & returned home in 1917 on 

medical discharge, many men from the area did not return home.  Four years 

after that war ended, Walter aged 19 joined the Merchant Navy & travelled 

to Canada, Australia & New Zealand.  In 1929 Walter’s father died & Walter  

became the main bread winner for the family, being so much older than his 

siblings he became a fatherly figure & gave his sisters away at their 

respective weddings .   

As they married & had children the family began to grow & his mother Alice 

ended up having 13 Grandchildren.  Walter never married & on outbreak of 

war in 1939 aged 34 decided to join up.  Younger men were being called up 

first but Walter reasoned that as he was single he should enlist with the 

youngsters of 18. He did so without informing his family & was drafted into 

the Royal Engineers starting off his service in France & returning to UK in mid 

1940. He did not serve outside UK again & was trained as a Bomb Disposal 

operative  a role that was also carried out by the Royal Army Ordnance 

Corps.   

These units were assigned to the larger towns & cities within the UK during 

the period of German bombing  & Walter’s unit was assigned to Portsmouth.  

Portsmouth experienced severe devastation from enemy air raids & over 

3,400 citizens died during those raids .  One of the letters Walter, now a 

Corporal , wrote home , showed his section address as Park Avenue , 

Purbrook , Portsmouth  within our Parish of Portsdown.  Walter & his team 

would have been on standby to head into the city after the air raids to deal 

with unexploded bombs that had been observed or detected by the Air Raid 

Patrol Wardens.  

Continued on next page 
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Walter’s  body along with those of his comrades killed on that fateful day, 

were interred in the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery at Portsdown , 

wooden crosses being placed to mark the graves initially, later being 

replaced by the stone headstones inscribed with details that we see 

today .  Walter’s grave stands out from the others as his family arranged 

for kerb stones to be added to the grave at a later date.  On Sunday 14th 

November 2010 at the Remembrance Parade Service at Christ Church , six 

members of the Wicken family attended & laid a wreath on the grave of 

their brave relative, Walter the East End boy from London now rests in 

peace near the city he helped to protect, behind the church with D Day 

links to the invasion of France & subsequent end to the war, that he 

bravely joined but was not to survive.  

Friday Friends 

Looking for new friends?  

A place to go? 

Tea and Cake? 

Come and visit friends at 

Christ Church Hall 

1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at 1415 hrs 

It would be lovely too see you 

Tracey 
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Cleaning the Church Brass 
 
We are hoping that we can have a rota in church for cleaning 
the brass.  It isn't a difficult task and would only take one hour 
a week.  All the cleaning materials are provided.  
If enough people volunteer you might only be needed just once 
a month.  
 
If you feel that you help please talk to me in church or call me 
on 92268928. 
 
Thank you Ros Molloy 

The Children’s Society     from rep Ann Dove 

Yes it’s that time again—opening of the boxes.  A quote from a letter I 

received from them:- 

‘Your change will bring change to the most vulnerable  young people this 

year’. 

There are about 120,000 box collectors, the amount raised by these box 

collections every year is £1.6m in loose change 

My congratulations go to all who in this parish have a box 

Last year we raised £129.97 Thank you! To all who helped with their 

change.       Anyone else who would like to join this worthy cause, please 

contact me on 02392 252834 Once again THANK YOU 

Total number of children and young people we 

worked with 

34,893  
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Portsdown Cluster  

Women’s Breakfast  

with guest speaker  

Susie Templeton  

pioneer ordinand in Portsmouth  

from 8:30am on  

Saturday 24th September 2016  

at Christ Church Hall,  

London Road, Widley  

Please speak to Jacqui Wilson for more information 

telephone 02392 375360  
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ADVENT FAYRE 2016 

Saturday 26th November 2016 - 12 noon to 3.30pm 

As we enter September we begin to look ahead to the autumn and beyond. 

August is for most of us a quieter month, holidays take place, schools are 

closed and most people take a break. 

Well that’s certainly what we have been doing, we were pretty tired after the 

success of this year’s Summer Festival, but it’s amazing what a few quiet days 

can do to recharge our batteries!  Our sincere thanks to everyone who was 

involved in this year’s Festival, it was a great day and we also raised much 

needed funds to help with the upkeep of our church. 

Here we go again, up next the Advent Fayre. It always seems to come round 

quickly once September begins, so we need to get busy!  The format will be 

the same as before but we are always looking for new ideas. If you have any 

suggestions you think might help us, please let us know. 

We have already got planning underway and we will be keeping everyone up 

to date on where we are and/or what we need. 

Please make sure you have Saturday 26th November 2016 12 noon to 3.30pm 

firmly in your diary, and perhaps now is a good time for you to think about 

how you would like to help.  

Our Summer Festival and Advent Fayre are now such important events for our 

community. As a friendly and welcoming church, we are reaching out again to 

those in our parish and beyond, and this time you will be welcomed into 

church through our new porch entrance! 

Any queries or ideas, just have a chat with one of us. Please watch this space 

for further information!  

‘Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver’ (2 Corinthians 

9:7). 

Thank you, Sandra, Sue and Vicky 
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The Shopper’s Prayer 

Lord… when the stores call out my name,  

help me not to play the game. 

Remind me what I have at home, 

the ‘bargains’ I already own! 

When ‘open open’ fills my ears,  

replace them with my chequebook fears. 

Protect me, Lord, from senseless greed, 

For simple things are all I need. 

 

Author unknown 

Prayer of thanks for teachers 

Dear Father, 

 

Thank you for teachers. Thank you for their gifts of knowledge and com-

munication. Please give them patience and understanding in their work 

and most of all the wisdom to listen to you and to be directed by your 

Kingdom values. Thank you for Jesus – the best teacher of all. Help us all 

to learn from Him that greatest of all lessons, that you are the living God, 

His Father and ours, and that you love us and want us to know you. 

 

Father, as we pray and trust in the name of Jesus, our teacher and Lord, 

may that close knowledge of you become our reality. Amen. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month. 
Visitors and new members are welcome. 
Corporate Communion last Thursday in the month at 10.30am 
 
September 6th Service in Church led by Revd. Andy Wilson 

Evening Wives  

We start meeting again on September 14th at 7.45 pm 

(please note the time). 

We shall meet at 42c Stakes Road to hear Sandra Morgan 

talking about her new post as a School Pastor. 

Everyone Welcome! 

Calling all you knitters 

Have you any odd balls of wool hiding away? 

There is a dedicated group of knitters who 
provide visiting sailor's from foreign climes 
with warm woolly hats, scarves and mufflers  
to keep them warm at sea in colder climates  

Please leave at the back of the church. 

Margaret Baggs 
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Church Notices that didn’t quite make it 
 
A talk on drugs will be given at the next Mothers’ Union meeting. This will 

be followed by a Bring and Buy Sale. 

 

A sudden gust of wind took all who were at the ceremony by surprise. Hats 

were blown off and copies of the vicar’s speech and other rubbish were 

scattered over the site. 

 

The Rector is on holiday this month. Local clergy will be celebrating with us 

all the Sundays that he is away. 

 

Don’t allow anxiety to kill you. Let the church help. 

 

Don’t miss the Young Wives’ Victorian evening next month. It will be a fun 

night and some of the women will wear clothes 

 

Bible sense 
Being married to a woman who reads her Bible can have its drawbacks. 

When a man protested to his wife that wiping dishes was not a man’s job, 

his wife replied simply: “2 Kings 21:13”, and handed him a tea towel. Later 

he looked it up: ‘And I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it 

and turning it upside down.” 

 

Not all 

Dear Minister: I know that God loves everyone but He has never met my 

sister. Love Peter (aged 7) 
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Mission Of The Month  -The Church Army 
 
The Dundee Centre of Mission was launched in September 2014. Michelle 

Pellegrino followed Lead Evangelist for the centre, Kerry Dixon, around 

for two days to find out more about our ministry in Scotland’s fourth larg-

est city: 

A heart for the homeless 

With a biker’s jacket over his clerical collar, Kerry doesn’t pass unnoticed 

while doing outreach in Dundee’s city centre 

DUNDEE’S ALARMING STATISTICS 

Dundee has the highest rate of drug-related deaths in Scotland, at double 

the national average 

(National Records of Scotland). 

Dundee had Scotland’s highest rate of mums-to-be abusing drugs 

(Information Services Division, NHS Scotland). 

By September 2015, Dundee City had the lowest employment rate of any 

Scottish local authority area, with only 63.3 percent of its working-age pop-

ulation in employment 

(Dundee City Council). 

Day OneDay 1 – Feeding the body and soul 

9am:  Meet at St Paul’s Cathedral in Dundee city centre to pray for the 

outreach in the streets before the Soup ‘n’ Soul event. 

The event is held weekly and offers food and friendship for people with 

difficult life circumstances, including the homeless and those with sub-

stance abuse problems. 
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The nave of the nineteenth-century church is set up with tables and 

chairs. Kerry does outreach in the city centre, inviting people in need to 

the event. 

Day Two 
10 am: Kerry and volunteers, Bruce, Mike and Jack  take a large chest 

of drawers, a stroller and other baby necessities to Diane, who is eight 

months pregnant. 

12 pm: Kerry and the volunteers head off to paint the flat Jack has re-

cently moved into. 

7.45 pm: Meet at St Luke’s Church Downfield for Pirate Monks, a weekly 

group meeting that encourages and challenges men in their daily walk of 

faith. 

Alan (50) was formerly homeless and now sells The Big Issue in Dundee’s 

city centre. He has a history of substance misuse. All three of Alan’s 

brothers died of heroin overdoses. 

“People think that if you live on the streets you must be lazy, but I’m 

not,” Alan said, “I’ve done many different jobs, including road digging, 

cleaning, welding and construction work. 

“If someone had told me that one day I would end up eating and 

chatting with priests, I would never have believed it! 

But everyone at St Paul’s is really nice and friendly and to be inside such 

a beautiful church really expands my mind.” 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

Dates for your diary, next year’s events!! 

Summer Festival on Saturday 8th July 2017 

Advent Fayre on Saturday 2nd December 2017 
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Magazine Contributions for the October Portsdown Post   

 by Friday 16th September 

Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to: 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org  

 

For the Record :   

Baptisms 
14th August 2016 Enya Dawn McDuff 

14th August 2016 Charlie Peter George 

28th August 2016 James Joseph Anderson 

Weddings 
20th August 2016 

Darren Lee Aldington and Anna-Marie Cadd 

20th August 2016 

Alexander Robert Kirby Purser and Sarah-Jane Harbour 

Funerals 

17th August 2016 at Christ Church 

Jessie May Macdonald Waller Goodwin, aged 68 

23rd August 2016 at Portchester Crematorium 

Doris Lilian Jones, aged 94 



21 

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PEDESTAL -  
September 2016 

provided by: 

 

04/09/16 Mrs Pat Hatchard in memory of her 
father Kenneth Long 

 and also the wedding of Justin Mason 
and Toni Mason 

 

11/09/16. Mrs Sylvia Fisher in memory of family 
members 

  

18/09/16. Mrs Sheila Taylor in memory of her 
husband Reginald 

 

25/09/16 Wedding of Dean Westrop and Kelly-
Marie Callard 

 
Flower Steward for September–  

 
Pat Hatchard Tel: 92370583  
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 Highlights of PCC Meeting on 20th July 
2016 

 

 The PCC thanked Vicky Stephen and her team for all their hard work 
at the Summer Festival which was enjoyed by all and raised 
approximately £3,000.  It was noted that more helpers were 
needed. 

 Dates were set for the Summer Festival in 2017 (Sat 8th July 2017) 
and Advent Fayre (Sat 2nd December 2017) 

 The PCC noted that the new toilets were now usable and work to 
finish the new entrance should be completed soon. 

 The PCC agreed to Twin one of the new toilets with toilets overseas 
via Tear Fund and Dave & Ruth Fowler agreed to fund the other. 

 The PCC noted that more parishioners were joining the Parish 
Giving Scheme which was helping reduce workload on financial 
tasks and this was welcomed. 

 The PCC noted that the Diocese loan of £25k for the toilet costs had 
been received.  If grant applications were successful it was hoped to 
repay the full amount by October 2016. 

 The PCC then spent time discussing how best to run PCC meetings 
and looked at how tasks could be undertaken by more people. 

 The PCC will make a presentation at a future church service about 
how it operates and who is involved. 

 The PCC agreed to increase the hours of the Hall Cleaner to allow 
for cleaning of the new toilets in church and the kitchen area. 

 The PCC noted that more volunteers were needed to help with 
church cleaning.  Anyone who could offer some help was asked to 
contact the Vicar or Wardens. 

 The PCC agreed to the use of Christ Church and the Hall if there was 
a need for the emergency evacuation of Purbrook Park School. 

 The PCC agreed the 2016 Gift Day would be on Sunday 2nd October. 



23 

 The PCC noted that the new Pokemon craze had virtual sites 
around the Church grounds and young people playing the 
game would be welcomed by the Church in line with the 
Church of England guidance. 

 The PCC heard from Mark James, the new Curate, about the 
activities he would be getting involved with at Christ Church. 

 

Graham Olway MBE 

Christ Church PCC Secretary 

 

 



Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd. Andy Wilson  

Curate Revd Mark James  

Reader Sandra Morgan  

Wardens Dave Fowler  

 Diana Hutchins  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Administrator Helen Love  

Parish Office   

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Stewardship Officer   

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Hedley Trembath  

Evening Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Pat Hatchard  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


