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Sunday 6th

3 before Advent

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse age 3-7 Morning Prayer
18:00

New Wine @ CoGS

Sunday 13th

Remembrance

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30 l

Parade Service

Sunday 20th

Christ the King

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse age 3-7 Holy Communion

18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 27th

Advent

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service & Baptism
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Tue

01-Nov 14:15

Mothers Union in small hall

Thurs

03-Nov 10:00

Parish Prayer Meeting see June Ames

Thurs

03-Nov 10:30

Holy Communion @St Johns Purbrook

Thurs

03-Nov 19:30

New Wine info evening

Fri

04-Nov 14:15

Friday Friends in church hall

Sat

05-Nov 17:00

Worship Band rehearsal

Wed

09-Nov 14:15

Evening Wives contact Norma Gibney

Thurs

10-Nov 10:30

Holy Communion @ Christ Church

Fri

11-Nov 10:00

Open Church Coffee Morning

Sat

12-Nov 09:00

Cluster quiet morning @CoGS

Thurs

17-Nov 10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns Purbrook

Fri

18-Nov 12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Sat

19-Nov 09:00

Who Let the Dads Out

Sat

19-Nov 10:00

PCC away day

Wed

23-Nov 19:30

PCC

Thurs

24-Nov 10:30

Holy Communion @ Christ Church

Sat

26-Nov 12:00

Advent Fayre

Morning Prayer every Tuesday 09:00 –09:30
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FROM THE VICARAGE
If

you read Pompey Chimes (the newspaper of the Diocese of Portsmouth) you may have read about Leading your Church into Growth in
this month’s edition. Last month Sandra (our Lay Minister), Mark (our
Curate) and myself spent a few days away on this course.
The message of Jesus Christ is as relevant today as it always has been,
but sometimes the church manages to present it in ways that are not
so relevant. Leading your Church into Growth (LYCIG) encourages
churches to look at the way we do things and see what we can improve. It is not about changing everything, but rather doing what we
do better and doing some new things. Rather than simply making everyone busier and busier this may also mean stopping doing some
things as well.
Here at Christ Church we will be looking at LYCIG together. The PCC is
meeting on Saturday 19th November to consider it, and then there will
be opportunities for everybody who is part of our church, whether
you have been worshipping at Christ Church for decades or are just
putting your toe in the water with us, to think about what we do as a
church. This will take the form of three meetings in January and February. The dates are yet to be finalised, but they will probably be on
Wednesday afternoons (1.45-3.00pm), with the session repeated on
the same day in the evening (7.30-9.00pm).
I would like as many people to be part of this as possible, so our
homegroups will take a break during January and February, resuming
in March for a weekly Lent Course.
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Churches across the country have used LYCIG and in the majority of
cases they have seen their churches grow as a result. Churches have
grown spiritually as more people have become more like Jesus;
churches have grown in their capacity to serve God by serving their local
community; and churches have grown numerically as more people have
wanted to be part of this. We long to see Christ Church growing in all of
these ways.
Please look out for details of the sessions in the new year – and in the
meantime keep an eye out for some new developments as we look to
lead our church into growth.
Andy

Revd Andy Wilson
Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean, Havant / Chaplain,
Havant & Waterlooville FC / New Wine Network Leader, Portsmouth
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Editor’s Bit
We have just returned from a break in Normandy.
It was a very rural area, nice and peaceful I can still see the view from
the bedroom window of trees and fields. Included in that view were
three horses, three goats and free range chickens! .
We just missed the swallows, although there were lots of other birds
and at night the bats could be seen going very fast I saw the
International Space Station one night, there was no light pollution and
the sky was clear.
Now the nights are drawing in the cats are all in, all except Squinney
who stays out all the time. He does have a kennel with blankets so
when it rains he is warm and dry. He is relishing his freedom and hates
to be restricted, so we let him do his own thing.
There are very few birds feeding although the finches are starting to
come back. There is a virus called crop which is affecting wild birds.
Before we went away I took a sick bird to the Wild Bird Hospital at
Sidlesham. They told me to spread the word about the importance of
hygiene with bird feeders and baths to help prevent it spreading
amongst the bird population.
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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Things Needed for Sweet Stall Advent Fayre
Icing Sugar
Desiccated Coconut
Cooking Chocolate Milk & Plain
Chocolate 70% and above Milk, Plain & White
Condensed Milk
Clear polythene trays (used to buy meat or
fish at supermarket) medium & large
I would also like a few blocks of a 70% chocolate with
caramel bits in it-it makes a lovely fudge, it is JD Gross
Ecuador 70% made from finest dark chocolate from arroba
cocoa beans
Sheila Taylor
Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday 16th November
At 12:30pm
Menu:
Corned beef bake followed by Lemon meringue pie.
Tea & Coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524
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Who’s Who - Christ Church Churchyard & Military Cemetery
Continuing the history of notable people buried in our church yard & Military
Cemetery
No 5 - Engineer Rear Admiral Charles Stevens CBE. RN.
With Acknowledgements to Mr David Foster.
In the area of our churchyard at the front of the church, clearly visible from
the main road to passers by is an imposing grave with the inscription , In
Ever Loving Memory of Engineer Rear Admiral Charles Stevens . C.B.E.
Died August 18th 1933 Aged 64 Years Greatly Loved . “ Servant Of God
Well Done “ . A history of this distinguished senior Royal Naval
Engineering Officer was supplied to Christ Church a few years ago, so it is
possible to trace his life.
Charles Stevens was born on 22nd April 1869 at Gateshead , County Durham
to James & Rosanna Stevens . The family were normally domiciled in the
Midlands area of Birmingham where his older & younger brother were born.
The Census of 1871 shows Charles Stevens aged 1 Year living with his
parents & brothers James aged 12 & Robert aged less than a year old at
Ladywood , Birmingham in the County of Warwickshire. Charles early
education was at the Fullands School in Taunton, Somerset, a private prep
school, which listed as a past pupil General Charles Gordon of Khartoum
fame, the school was also involved in the establishment of County Cricket in
Somerset. During the period 1881 – 1884 Charles Stevens attended Coleshill
Grammar School in Warwickshire founded in 1520, & did well enough to be
accepted for training as an Engineer Officer in the Royal Navy, he was 16
years of age. His Officer & Engineer training took place over the period 1884
– 1889 at The Royal Naval College Greenwich & on board the training ship
HMS Fisgard moored on the Thames nearby. This set him up for a very
distinguished 34 year career in the Royal Navy rising to the rank of Engineer
Rear Admiral & in 1919 the award of Commander of The Order of The British
Empire (CBE).
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Charles Stevens married Miss Alexandra Maud Purrot in 1896 & a daughter
was born to them in Malta, Marjorie Maud , in 1902. Later they had a son
who also joined the Royal Navy as an officer.
During his service career as an Engineer Officer, Charles Stevens served on
14 different warships & at various Naval Shore establishments including
Chatham & Portsmouth Dockyards . He was present at the surrender of the
German High Seas Fleet in November 1918. His last post was as Engineering Captain of HMS Fisgard the Royal Naval Mechanical Training Establishment . He retired in 1923 to live at Craneswater Avenue , Southsea, near
Canoe Lake ,where he died after a short illness on 18th August 1933 aged
64.
In parallel with his Naval career, Charles Stevens was a Freemason & rose
to the prominent rank of Provincial Grand Secretary of Hampshire & the
Isle of Wight in the Masonic movement. After his death a Memorial Service
was held on 22nd August 1933 attended by many, at St Simons Church, Waverly Road in Southsea, followed by internment at Christ Church
Portsdown. Reporting on his funeral in August 1933 The Portsmouth Evening News describes that “ A procession of some 200 carriages followed the
cortege from Southsea to Christ Church Portsdown, where the internment
took place in a new family vault on the west mound by the church. The Masonic Brethren formed a square around the grave & after the committal a
bugler from the Royal Naval Barracks sounded the Last Post & Reveille. At
the conclusion of the service the Masonic Brethren headed by The Earl of
Malmesbury filed past the grave & dropped sprigs of Acacia ( Symbolic in
Freemasonry ) at the head. Over 140 wreaths were received from members
of the family, service & civilian friends & Masonic representatives. The funeral arrangements were carried out by Messrs Knight & Lee of Southsea.”
The late Alexandra Maud Stevens was later buried in the same grave at the
front of Christ Church Portsdown .
Keith Fisher
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Homegroup Schedule – Autumn 2016
Day

Monday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Time

7.30-9.00pm

2.00-3.30pm

7.30-9.00pm

8.00-9.30pm

Leader

Dave Fowler

Jacqui Wilson

Sandra
Morgan

Pauline
Letters

Host

Diana Hutchins Molly Ayling Jean Partridge

Helen Love

Dates

Social
evening?

31st Oct

2nd Nov

2nd Nov

2nd Nov

14th Nov

16th Nov

16th Nov

16th Nov

5th Dec

7th Dec

7th Dec

7th Dec

19th Dec

21st Dec

21st Dec

21st Dec

Stamps Please!
Please support The Leprosy Mission by saving all your postage stamps
(British Isles and Foreign)
The mission raises funds by selling the stamps and is a good way of
increasing our support.
Please place all donations at the back of the church.
Thank you .for responding
Margaret Baggs
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Thine
A Yorkshireman wanted an inscription on his wife’s grave to read: ‘She
was Thine’. The engraver mistakenly put ‘She was Thin’. The man wrote to
explain that they had left off the ‘e’. The next attempt read: ‘E’, She was
Thin.’

As for those signs found outside churches:
Church carpark sign...FOR MEMBERS ONLY. Trespassers will be baptised!!
No God - No Peace. Know God - Know Peace.

Free Trip to heaven. Details Inside!
Searching for a new look? Have your faith lifted here!
Outside one church is a picture of two hands holding stone tablets on
which the Ten Commandments are inscribed. A headline reads: ‘For fast
relief, take two tablets.’
When the restaurant next to a church put out a big sign with red letters
that said, ‘Open Sundays’, the church reciprocated with its own message:
‘We are open on Sundays, too.’
Come in and pray today. Beat the Christmas rush!
Thursday at 10am there will be a meeting of the Little Mothers Club. All
those wishing to become Little Mothers please see our new minister in the
vicarage....
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A November Field
The tractor ploughs a lonely field
Seen through November mist;
Which, to the rising sun doth yield
The earth is gently kissed.
The earth is gently kissed,
And melts remaining frost
But yet a chill does still persist
For thousands here were lost.
For thousands here were lost.
They fought for this same soil
These thousands paid the awful cost
In blood, and pain, and toil.
In blood, and pain, and toil,
‘Gainst shell, and gun, and bomb
They fought, these men, courageous, loyal
The Battle of the Somme.
By Nigel Beeton
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Remembrance
In November we come to remember
How war tore our country apart,
From village and town and all around
Men and boys left home and hearth.
Mothers and wives and sisters all
Saw their brave young men go away,
For some it meant the ultimate price
As they gave their tomorrows for our today.
Another Man left His home above
To rescue this world from sin,
It cost Him His life which He freely gave
So new life could enter in.
In this world there will always be war,
But the time will surely be
When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
As the waters cover the sea.
By Megan Carter
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ADVENT FAYRE 2016
Saturday 26th November 2016
12 noon to 3.30pm
It’s Advent Fayre month already! So an update on the plans for this year’s
event.
We will be having live events in the church as before. We welcome back Jack
Evans who will be playing the organ for us, nothing better than hearing organ
music in church.
Our local Vet, Geoff Irvine from Purbrook Veterinary Practice has again kindly
agreed to a Q & A session on those things that are bothering you about the
health of your pets. Come along and get free advice.
Our very own Gospel Road Community Choir will be giving us another one of
their wonderful performances, guaranteed to get us all smiling.
For the first time, we are introducing Bluebird the Storyteller. With stories for
both children and adults, we are really looking forward to hearing tales
appropriate to Advent and winter.
Our D Day expert, Keith Fisher, will be available to explain all about the
connections Christ Church has with D Day, and its role as a D Day church.
We will also have a quiet area in the church for our Prayer Tree, where you
can write a prayer and attach it to the tree and where it will stay throughout
Advent and Christmas.
The Kids’ Corner will be set up in church for the young ones to take part in
craft and activities throughout the afternoon. They can have fun, while you
relax with a cuppa and enjoy the entertainment.
We call the hall our Market Place. There will be plenty there to help you get
ready for Christmas and where you will find all your favourite stalls (books/
dvds, bric a brac, cakes/sweets, crafts, decorations, handbags, jewellery,
toiletries, tombola, toys/games).
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We are also holding a Grand Raffle in the hall, prizes will be Christmas
hampers of all kinds, including, wine, chocolates, Christmas treats, gifts.
Don’t miss out, please make sure you buy your tickets on the day. The
Draw will take place in the Church Hall at 3.20pm.
We will also be offering refreshments in both the hall and the church. So
don’t forget that cuppa and snack or a piece of homemade cake.
So let’s get to the ‘bottom line’ How can you help?


By donating icing sugar, desiccated coconut, condensed milk, cooking chocolate, 70% cocoa solids chocolate and stork cooking spread
for our ever popular homemade sweet stall



Do you have any gifts, sweets, bottles or jars you could donate to the
Tombola stall?



Are you able to provide items for any of our stalls?



Can you help us get set up?



Could you give up some time to be on a stall? Or help with the refreshments?



Would you be able to spare time for clearing up?

To make our event really successful we need lots of support, the more
people that get involved the easier it is for everyone! The sign-up sheets
are at the back of the Church, so don’t delay, please think about what you
can do. Don’t forget scientists have proved that volunteering is good for
your health, it’s also good fun too!

So as we look forward to Advent and the lead up to Christmas, we want to
welcome people from our local community and beyond to an event where
they can see God’s work in action. Remember, admission is free.
The proceeds from the day will go towards repairs and maintenance for
our beautiful church.
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And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.
Hebrews 13:16
If you need any information or wonder how you can help please speak to
one of us. Alternatively, please contact our Parish Administrator, Helen,
on 023 9237 9992 or email: parish.office@christchurchportsdown.org
God bless you, we look forward to seeing you there!
Sandra, Sue and Vicky

We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion 4th Thursday in the month at 10.30am
Visitors and new members welcomed.
1st November

Members afternoon –Show and Tell “I collect…”
Plus a Bring and Buy

Evening Wives
Wednesday 9th November at 2.15pm
Speaker John Bridgman at the home of Rita Drake
Everyone Welcome!
Norma Gibney (number on back page)
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CLUSTER QUIET MORNING
SATURDAY 12th NOVEMBER
9.00am to 12.30pm

at COGS
(Church of the Good Shepherd
Crookhorn Lane PO7 5QB)

Worship, Prayer, Reflection,
Activities
to prepare for Advent
LED BY HOPEWEAVERS COMMUNITY
PLEASE SIGN UP IF YOU ARE COMING

or phone 02392 256814
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What a delightful harvest
arrangement greeted us in our
lovely new entrance porch.
Well done to all those
responsible for it.
The flowers always look
beautiful in Christ Church so
well done!
Ivy Mauback

Mission to Seafarers
Here is a picture of
seamen wearing
some of the hats
knitted for them. A
big thank you to the
people who knit
them and to those of
you who donate the
wool.
Margaret Baggs
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Open Church Coffee Morning
Friday 11th November
10:00 till 12:00
Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake

All proceeds go to the building fund
We will be observing the 2 minute silence at 11am

Harvest Hoedown
Linda, (chief chef), Jenny (chief artistic director), and Judy (chief
dogsbody) would like to say a very big thank you to everyone
who came to the Hoedown and made it such a great success!
When I thanked Nigel and the band for a wonderful evening,
they said what made it so good was the great crowd of people
who all got up and joined in. We were able to cover our costs
and also give the church just over £140 so once again many,
many thanks!
Judy
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For the Record :
Baptisms
None

Weddings
28th October –

Roger Pearce & Sarah Cotton

Funerals
None

Magazine Contributions for the December Portsdown Post
by Monday 18th November

Put in Editor’s pigeon hole or send to:
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PEDESTAL November 2016
provided by:
06/11/16

Mrs Daphne Bevis in memory of her
husband Kenneth

13/11/16.

Remembrance Day

20/11/16.

Mrs Doreen Dowle in memory of her
mother Ethel Hollands and other
members of her family

27/11/16

Miss Rosie Mitchell in memory of her
mother Margaret and her Auntie
Gwen
Flower Steward for November
Jenny Whiteside 02392 376333
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 28th September 2016
 The PCC received an update that interviews with prospective
inspecting architects are taking place during October;
 The PCC received an update from Rev Hellen Ogwal about life in
Uganda and a thank you from The Mission to Seafarers for recent
donations;
 The PCC is still awaiting the outcome of grant applications to help
with the cost of the entrance and toilet project;
 The PCC noted several positive comments had been received about
the space that had been created at the rear of the church;
 The PCC discussed the suggestion to start a new buildings
development group to lead on the next stage of development at Christ
Church and volunteers were needed;
 The PCC were pleased to hear that Rev Tyrone Hillary had received
the Bishop’s permission to officiate and he would be able to help at
services;
 The PCC agreed that donations from the Harvest Festival would be
primarily used to support All Saints Hostel and The Roberts Centre;



The PCC will be holding a Vision Day on Saturday 19th November;

The PCC agreed to contact the D-Day Museum and propose to receive
several display items for use at Christ Church;
Graham Olway MBE
Christ Church PCC Secret
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd Mark James

Reader
Wardens

Sandra Morgan
Dave Fowler
Diana Hutchins
Jackie Quinn

Lighthouse
Parish Administrator
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Helen Love
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Hedley Trembath
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

