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Sunday 4th

Advent 2

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30 Lighthouse age 3-7 Holy Communion in Advent
18:00

New Wine @ CoGS

Sunday 11th

Advent 3

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30 l

Toy & Gift Service

Sunday 18th

Advent 4

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Christingle

19:00

Carol Service

Saturday 24th

Christmas Eve

15:00

Family Carols

23:30

Midnight Communion

Sunday 25th

Christmas Day

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:00

Holy Communion for Christmas
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Thurs

01-Dec 10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns

Fri

02-Dec 14:40

Friday Friends Tea excursion

Sat

03-Dec 17:00

Worship Band practice

Tue

06-Dec 14:15

Mothers Union Christmas Tea

Thurs

08-Dec 10:30

Holy Communion @Christ Church

Fri

09-Dec 10:00

Open Church Coffee Morning

Sat

10-Dec 09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

10-Dec 17:00

Worship Band rehearsal

Wed

14-Dec 14:15

Evening Wives contact Norma Gibney

Thurs

15_Dec 09:30

Church Cleaning

Thurs

15-Dec 10:30

Holy Communion @ St Johns

Fri

16-Dec 12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Fri

16-Dec 14:00

GN Carols & Cake church hall

Sat

17-Dec 09:00

Who Let the Dads Out?

Sat

17-Dec 17:00

Worship Band Practice

Thurs

22-Dec 10:30

Holy Communion @ Christ Church

Sat

24-Dec 09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

31-Dec 09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

31_Dec 17:00

Worship Band Practice

Morning Prayer every Tuesday 09:00 –09:30
No Morning Prayer or HC Between Christmas & New Year
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From the Vicarage
Another successful Advent Fayre has been and gone and the Advent
cross is shining from the church tower. It can mean only one thing. It will
soon be Christmas. But let’s not rush too quickly through December. Advent is a great time to get ourselves ready to welcome Jesus.
There’s always a bit of discussion in our house about when it’s OK to put
up the Christmas decorations. Too soon can look tacky; too late looks
miserable. We don’t want to be either. As we prepare our homes for the
celebration of the birth of Jesus it is good to prepare ourselves to welcome him. The Christ who was born as a baby in Bethlehem is still alive
today. Just as shepherds and wise men recognised him then so the challenge is for us to recognise him today.
During this month we will have some great opportunities to prepare
ourselves at Christ Church. The Toy & Gift service on 11th December will
enable us to donate gifts that can be given to families in need. The
Christingle and Carol services on 18th December will enable us to welcome the light of Christ. The Family Carol service on Christmas Eve will
give us the chance to step out of the last minute busyness and remember why we’re doing it all.
Then we will be ready to welcome the Christ-child.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Revd Andy Wilson, Vicar
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Building Work
We have been enjoying the benefits of our new entrance and toilets for
a few months now. On 20th November, the Vicar made the following
announcement at our services:
You may remember that in order to pay the bills for the new entrance
and toilet we had to take out a substantial loan from the Diocese. We
did this in the expectancy that a grant from the Listed Places of Worship
Grant Scheme would pay off 80% of that loan. I’m delighted to say that
we have now received that grant, and that, along with other donations
received have enabled us to pay off the loan in full.
I and the PCC would like to thank everyone who has given financially to
this project and to all who have prayed for it to come to fruition.
We are planning a small celebration event in the spring, by which time
we hope to be formulating plans for future development of our facilities.
You may also be interested to know that the PCC has appointed a new
architect and we look forward to working with him.
A date has now been set for our celebration, so do put Saturday 25 th
March in your diaries and look out for more news in the New Year.
Revd Andy Wilson, Vicar
Revd Andy Wilson
Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean, Havant / Chaplain,
Havant & Waterlooville FC / New Wine Network Leader, Portsmouth
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Editor’s Bit
Last Sunday I went to hear Canon Andrew White (vicar of Baghdad)
speak at the New Life Church in Purbrook.
What an experience to listen to someone who has experienced so much
heartbreak and yet his faith is still strong as is his love of the Lord.
He has met so many people in high places, yet I could imagine Jesus
speaking to them as he does, not being overwhelmed as I would be, but
just meeting them with the love of God in his heart, in spite of the fact
that he and his children can no longer be in their church and homes.
They are all in Jordan, in reduced circumstances. They are not allowed
to work in Jordan, so have to rely on charity. They all need our prayerful
support as well as financial. If you can, buy and read his books, it will
help fund his work in reconciliation and in supporting Christians who are
being persecuted for their faith.
In his talk it came over very clearly that people must talk to each other.
And that, as Jesus said we must love our enemies not hate, prayer is a
most powerful thing, as is the realisation that God loves everyone
whatever their colour, creed or whatever they have done. This is the
real reason for this season. He offers hope and forgiveness where
things appear hopeless and life where all appears lost.
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
Magazine contributions for Januaryby the 16th December
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Christmas carols as mis-heard by children
Deck the Halls with Buddy Holly
We three kings of porridge and tar
On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave to me
Later on we'll perspire, as we dream by the fire.
He's makin a list, chicken and rice.
Noel, Noel, Barney's the king of Israel.
With the jelly toast proclaim
Olive, the other reindeer
Frosty the Snowman is a ferret elf, I say
Sleep in heavenly peas
In the meadow we can build a snowman, Then pretend that he is sparse
and brown
You'll go down in listerine …
Oh, what fun it is to ride with one horse, soap and hay
O come, froggy faithful.

Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their
favourite Bible story. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed
four people on an airplane. She asked her which story it was meant to
represent. "The Flight to Egypt," was her reply.
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: "That must be Mary,
Joseph, and Baby Jesus. But who's the fourth person?"
"Oh,” explained Kate happily, “that's Pontius - the pilot!"

No room
The Sunday School teacher was telling the story of the Nativity, and had
just finished the part about there being ‘no room at the inn’. A small voice
piped up: ‘I blame Joseph. He should have booked.”
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Who’s Who - Christ Church Churchyard & Military Cemetery
This is the last article in the series of articles covering the history of
notable people buried in our church yard & Military Cemetery, I hope that
readers have found it interesting to find out more about these individuals .
This last article is based on a report published in the Portsmouth News
covering the funeral of Lt Herbert Jenkins RE buried in the Military
Cemetery. Keith Fisher
No 6 - Lieutenant Herbert Llewellyn Jenkins RE.
On the fringe of the Military Cemetery behind Christ Church next to the
hedge is a marble grave stone marking the last resting place of Lt Herbert
Llewellyn Jenkins who was an Officer in the Royal Engineers . Herbert
was not buried in a military grave with a War Graves Commission military
style headstone but in a grave arranged & funded by his family who had
nonetheless wanted him close to his military compatriots who had died in
World War 1. A report of his funeral published in the Portsmouth
Evening News states that he had been seriously ill for some time & died in
a Southsea Nursing Home on 15th April 1935 aged 53 years. It appears
that Lt Jenkins was the Assistant Inspector Royal Engineers Machinery
based at Milldam Barracks. This barracks has long since gone , but some
buildings from that era still exist at Milldam Road which is the location
today of Portsmouth Registry Office. The report also states that Lt Jenkins
lived at 9 Brunel Road , Hilsea, with his wife Rose Jenkins , this was no
doubt a military married quarter as Brunel Road Hilsea was in a Barracks
area at the time around the area of Green Farm which is now a large
Travel Lodge & Pub. Accompanying his widow Rose as mourners at the
funeral were his son & two daughters , also in attendance were two
brothers & a sister with their spouses. Official mourners included the CRE
(Chief Royal Engineer) East Wessex Area , Lt Col AJ Cruikshank D.S.O, Lt
Col AN Paxton D.S.O, M.C. (Retired ). Also seven other RE officers from
his unit with other ranks & members of the civilian staff of Milldam
Barracks.
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Also in attendance were Dr Lancelot Sells & Mr RH Waite representing
the Zetland Lodge of Freemasons , No 523 Malta. The service was
conducted by the Revd KF Power C.F. & three volleys were fired over
the grave. Full Military honours had been accorded to the deceased , the
casket being borne on a gun carriage drawn by six horses from The York &
Lancasster Regiment, upon the casket was a Union Flag surmounted by
the late officers cap, sword , medals & belt along with floral tributes from
his family. The procession was led by a band & firing party from The
Royal Artillery Portsmouth & Gosport also a detachment from 4 th
Fortress Company Royal Engineers Gosport commanded by Lt A Godfry
RE. Lt Herbert Jenkins who had served for 30 years in the army held the
South African Campaign Medal & the three medals awarded for the
Great War ( WW1), proof that he had been at the sharp end in the Boer
War as a younger man & later in the conflict of WW 1 & all its horrors .
The fact that he was a low ranking officer at the age of 53 would seem to
indicate that he received a Quarter Master Commission later in his career
having served in the ranks up to the level of Warrant Officer. He was
probably trained earlier in his career as a Foreman of Works in the Royal
Engineers as a Quarter Master Sergeant, only officers of that background
& experience would be responsible for machinery & mechanical
equipment operated by the Sappers as they were known.
To have been accorded the type of funeral he was given at a military
cemetery , attended by his family & distinguised mourners & masonic
members , Herbert Llewellen Jenkins was obviously a highly respected &
loved soldier, husband , father ,brother & comrade in arms. His
gravestone bears the epitaph “ Until the Dawn ”.
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Disaster? Emergency? Pastoral help is now rapidly there to
help
You could have found them last year in Shipley, when floods engulfed
the area shortly after Christmas. They were also in Nice this summer,
after the horror of the attack on the Promenade, in which 85 people
died. They were also in Ferguson, Missouri, and Baton Rouge Louisiana,
during the chaos following the police shootings. In recent years they
have also helped out after earthquakes in Ecuador, political unrest in
Kenya, and tsunamis in Japan.
‘They’ are groups from the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team (RRT), a
project that sends volunteer chaplains to minister in communities after
tragic events that impact many people, such as natural disasters to terrorist attacks.
Chaplains are trained to be strictly neutral, offering prayer and support
to anyone of any faith or none. They offer distressed people refreshments and a space to reflect, and talk. If you would be interested in
joining such a team, or supporting it in any way, please go to: https://
billygraham.org/what-we-do/evangelism-outreach/rapid-responseteam…

The Messy Nativity Sheep Trail
Knitting sheep may not be your first choice for a hobby this Advent, but
there will be people in your community who actually get excited about
doing just this!
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Across the country there are many communities sharing the real story of
Christmas by creating a Messy Nativity Sheep Trail for families.
Knitted sheep are placed in shops and buildings, and families hunt for
their names to complete a trail leaflet. On the leaflet is the real story of
Christmas. Communities are encouraged to have fun exploring, yet also
discovering that Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus and not
Santa.
Schools have become involved, shops have offered vouchers for prize
draws, and churches have created special services to which the families
and the sheep are invited. Bible Reading Fellowship, who is backing the
initiative, has received stories, photos and encouragement about how
the sheep are helping to bring Jesus back into Christmas.

For how to get started, go to: http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
resource/messy-nativity If you feel it is too late for this year, at least you
can knit now – for next year!
Homegroup Schedule – Autumn 2016
Day

Monday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Time

7.30-9.00pm

2.00-3.30pm

7.30-9.00pm

8.00-9.30pm

Leader

Dave Fowler

Jacqui Wilson

Sandra
Morgan

Pauline
Letters

Host

Diana Hutchins Molly Ayling Jean Partridge

Helen Love

Dates

Social
evening?

5th Dec

7th Dec

7th Dec

7th Dec

19th Dec

21st Dec

21st Dec

21st Dec
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I heard the Bells on Christmas Day
I heard the bells on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men.
I thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along th'unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.
And in despair I bowed my head:
'There is no peace on earth, ' I said
'For hate is strong, and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.'
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
'God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to men.'
Till, ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime,
Of peace on earth, good will to men.
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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Good News
(Lk2:1-14)
Good news!
Good news of great joy –
and it outweighs the bad news
of the journey,
of the rejection,
of the confusion
that made and makes up life
for Joseph and Mary and for us.
Good news!
God’s timing,
God’s sovereignty,
God’s plan for His people
through Jesus, His gift.
The time has come
to accept and not be afraid.
God’s news is good and everlasting.
Glory to Him and peace to those
who trust and receive
without always understanding.
By Daphne Kitching
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Celebrate Christingle this festive season
With Advent and Christmastide fast approaching, celebrating Christingle
is the perfect opportunity to involve your friends, family and community together in worship and spread hope to children and families
throughout the UK. The orange, sweets and the candlelight in the dark
all help engage children (and others!) in the Gospel at a time of year
that can often lose its true meaning.
For many people, attending a Christingle service is one of their first experiences of church. These joyful services never fail to touch and inspire
the hearts of all who attend, creating lasting memories that many cherish for years afterwards. If you’ve celebrated Christingle before, no
doubt you will have your own memories of the fun and vibrancy these
special services bring.
What's more, by being part of Christingle this year, you can join The
Children’s Society in its mission to change the lives of vulnerable children across the country who have no one to turn to. The funds raised at
Christingle celebrations last year have already helped them provide
support to more than 5,000 children and young people so far this year
and together with your help they can do even more.
Now more than ever, children need people they can turn to during their
most desperate moments. Whether they are a young carer, a refugee
or at risk of sexual exploitation, all children need someone who is willing to listen to and support them.
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Children like 17 year-old Marnie, who struggled with low self-esteem and
feeling isolated. She says: ‘My project worker from The Children’s Society
was there to support me, to be a friend, but most of all she built my confidence.’ Marnie’s story is just one example of the difference we can make
when we work together.
And that’s really what makes Christingle so special. By taking part in these
heart-warming, uplifting celebrations this year you too can change the
lives of children and families in our communities and those across the
country, and help us in our mission to support disadvantaged children to
have better lives.
We will celebrate Christingle here at Christ Church on December18th
10:30. service
The Children's Society is our Mission of the Month for Decemberat Christ
Church
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Corporate Communion 4th Thursday in the month at 10.30am
Visitors and new members welcomed.

December 6th

Christmas tea party

Evening Wives
Wednesday 14th December
Tea, coffee mince pies and carols
At 6 Christ Church Gardens
All are welcome
Norma Gibney (number on back page)

16

Open Church Coffee Morning
Friday 9th December
10:00 till 12:00
Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake
All proceeds go to the building fund
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For the Record :
Baptisms
Sunday 27th November
Kai Ethan Jones

Weddings
None
Funerals
Wednesday 30th November
Christopher Douglas May, died 27th October, age 40
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY or PORCH PEDESTAL
for DECEMBER 2016
provided by:
provided by:
04/12/16

Available

11/12/16.

Mrs Gwen Marks in memory of her
husband Ron

18/12/16.

Wedding of Lee Martin & Hannah
Devereux
Also Mr John Bridgman in memory of
his wife Hazel

25/12/16

Christmas Day

Flower Steward for December
Jenny Whiteside 02392 376333
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Leading Your Church into Growth
The PCC has begun considering the future direction of our church, but we
would like the whole church to be involved in this. During January and February we will be holding meetings to discover a common vision for the
growth of our church. The meetings will be held in church on Wednesday
afternoons and evenings. Please do come along to either session.

The dates and subjects are as follows:


Wednesday 18th January (1:45-3:00pm and 7.30-9.00pm)



Our Focus – Committing ourselves to growth



Wednesday 1st February (1:45-3:00pm and 7.30-9.00pm)



Our Plan – Developing a strategy for growth and doing it!



Wednesday 8th February (1:45-3:00pm and 7.30-9.00pm)



Our Culture – Developing a community of invitation, welcome and
hospitality

Remember, this is for the whole church, so do come along whether you
have been coming to Christ Church for 8 days or 80 years; whether you regard yourself as a key member or on the edge of things; whether you are 14
or 94. These sessions will shape the future of our church so your involvement matters.
To free people to attend these meetings, there will be no homegroup
meetings in January or February. If it would help you for a crèche to be
available in the afternoon sessions then please let me know.
Revd Andy Wilson, Vicar
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 26th October 2016



The PCC received an update on new options for the noticeboards



The PCC agreed the appointment of Julian Vallis of Jane JonesWarner Associates as the new Inspecting Architect



The PCC received the resignation of Dave Cherrington as gardener
and thanked him for his service to Christ Church. An advert would
be prepared for a new gardener



The PCC thanked Launce Morgan for all his help during the toilet
and entrance project



The PCC noted the receipt of a £20,661.22 grant from the Listed
Places of Worship Grant Scheme towards the costs of the building
project which allowed the loan from the diocese to be repaid in full



The PCC were given feedback on the diocesan course ‘Leading your
church into growth’ attended by Rev Andy Wilson, Rev Mark James
and Sandra Morgan



The PCC reviewed the Vicar’s allowance for expenses and agreed an
increase due to no increase for several years



The PCC received an update on the forthcoming Light Party
organised by Rev Mark James



Graham Olway MBE
Christ Church PCC Secretary
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Curate

Revd. Andy Wilson
Revd Mark James

Reader
Wardens

Sandra Morgan
Dave Fowler
Diana Hutchins
Jackie Quinn

Lighthouse
Parish Administrator
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Stewardship Officer
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Evening Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Helen Love
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Hedley Trembath
Norma Gibney
Pat Hatchard
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

