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Sunday 7th  Easter 4 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30  Holy Communion with renewal of vows 

18:30 New Wine Celebration @ CoGS 
  

Sunday 14th Easter 5 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:45 Family Service (Christian Aid) 
  

Sunday 21st Easter 6 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30  Holy Communion  

18:00 Informal Worship 
  

Sunday 28th  Ascension 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:00 Baptism 

  

Morning Prayer every Tuesday 09:00 –09:30  
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What’s on in the Parish and Around 

Sat  12:00 Lent Lunch 

Sat  17:00 Worship Band rehearsal 

Tue  14:15 Mothers Union in small hall 

Wed  19:00 Annual Parochial church meeting 

Thurs  10:00 Parish Prayer Meeting contact June Ames 

Thurs  10:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

Fri  14:15 Friday Friends  

Sat  12:00 Lent Lunch 

Thurs  10:30 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

Thurs  19:00 Maundy Thursday communion 

Fri  10:00 Walk of Witness & hot cross buns 

Sat  09:00 Who let the Dad’s out? Church hall 

Thurs  10:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

Fri  14:15 Friday Friends 

Sat  19:00 Ladies Chat @ CoGS 

Wed  19:30 PCC 

Thurs  10:30 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

Fri  12:30 Neighbourhood Lunch 
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From the Vicarage 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’.  

Three words that are familiar to most of us as part of the Lord’s Prayer 

(even if, in churches like ours who are attempting to drag ourselves 

into the 21st Century, we usually say ‘Your Kingdom Come’). Three 

simple words that form a very powerful prayer. 

When we pray for God’s Kingdom to come, we are seeking a world 

where God’s ways are established, a world where evil is vanquished, a 

world where everyone acknowledges the sovereignty of God. 

Once more this year, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York are 

encouraging us to a focus on prayer in the period between Ascension 

(Thursday 25th May) and Pentecost (Sunday 4th June). In particular they 

are inviting us to pray for God’s Kingdom to come in the lives of others, 

so that those who do not yet know the love of Jesus may discover it.   

Prayer should be a part of the life of the church at all times. If we do 

not pray then how can we expect God to be at work amongst us? We 

do have a monthly time of prayer at 2pm on the first Thursday of every 

month (hosted by June Ames) to pray for the life of our church and 

there is a time of prayer at 10am each Sunday in the prayer area 

(behind the blue screens) to pray for that day’s service. Everybody is 

welcome to these times - it is OK to turn up and not say anything out 

loud.  

However, ‘Thy Kingdom Come;’ will provide a more focussed 

opportunity to pray. Bishop Christopher hopes that all parishes across 

Portsmouth Diocese will play some part in this, providing opportunities 

for church members to pray together and alone, using formal liturgy or 

informal prayer, at home and at work and, of course, in church. 
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Homegroup Schedule – Summer 2017 

[PCC Dates: 26th April, 24th May, 28th June] 

Day Monday Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday

Time 7.30-9.00pm 2.00-3.30pm 2.30-4.00pm 7.30

Leader Dave Fowler Jacqui Wilson Sandra Morgan Pauline Letters

Host Diana Hutchins Molly Ayling Jean Partridge Dave Cherring-

Meeting Dates 8th May 3rd May 26th April 

 15th May 17th May 10th May 

LYCIG session 4 Wednesday 7th 

June 1.45pm & 

7.30pm 

   

LYCIG session 5 Wednesday 21st 

June 1.45pm & 

7.30pm 

   

LYCIG session 6 Wednesday 5th 

July 1.45pm & 

7.30pm 

   

Social meeting? 17th July 19th July 19th July 

At Christ Church, Mark James will be co-ordinating our response, so do 

chat to him about it and look out for the opportunities to pray.  

"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7) 

Revd Andy Wilson  

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown / Joint Area Dean, Havant / Chaplain, Hav-

ant & Waterlooville FC / New Wine Network Leader, Portsmouth  

Portsdown Vicarage, 1A London Road, Widley, Waterlooville, PO7 5AT  
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From the Editor 

Looking back 30 years ago I remember moving to Widley.  It was a 

freezing March where we had ice and snow!  We didn't have central 

heating, the gas fire had been condemned and the whole house needed 

updating and redecorating.  Why did we move from a nice detached 

new build house in moderate Lee on Solent? 

Answer Christ Church.  We both felt that God was calling us to move to 

this area, and a chance invite to the baptism of a child of some friends 

of ours.  The person taking the baptism was  Peter Hancock (now the 

bishop of Bath & Wells)   We just felt this was the place God was calling 

us to.   

We both prayed about it and started looking for a house  Eventually we 

found it in Park Avenue, very different from a modern housing estate 

with a modest back garden and a shared grassed front. 

Helping the Rusty Cutters makes me realise that God’s beautiful 

Creation is on our doorstep, and, If the church yard doesn't always look 

as pristine as other times of the year, it is because the wild flowers need 

a chance to set seed before we cut them down, otherwise there would 

be no wild flowers for the many insects that rely on areas such as  the 

traditional English church yard  

 Ruth Fowler  

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
 

Pip 
Sadie 

Squinny 

Pushkin 
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When technology goes wrong 

The father of a family - who was a big-time techie - got his oldest 

daughter an iPhone for her birthday. He also got an iPad for his son. Later 

he bought an iPod for the youngest daughter. Then, when his wedding 

anniversary rolled around, he got his wife an iRon. That's when the fight 

began. 

 

The quick way to get rid of mice 

Three churches in town were overrun with mice. The minister of the first 

church trapped them, thereby starting a bitter row among his 

congregation about showing compassion towards God’s creation.  

 

The minister of the second church humanely trapped the mice and then 

set them free outside. Three days later the mice were back. 

 

The minister of the third church humanely trapped the mice and then 

carefully baptised them. They have not been seen since. 

 

What it says... 

On Sunday after church, a mother asked her very young daughter what 

the lesson in Sunday School had been about. Her daughter answered, 

‘Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt.’  

 

Needless to say, her mother was mystified. A few days later she ran into 

the teacher in town, and asked for details. The teacher smiled. ‘It was: 

“Be not afraid, your comforter is coming.”’  
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SUMMER FESTIVAL 2017 – Saturday 8th July 12 noon 

to 4pm 

So where were we? Oh yes, we gave ourselves a little break after the Ad-

vent Fayre while one of the team was overseas! Now we are well under-

way with this year’s Summer Festival planning and we have welcomed 

our curate Mark to the team. 

The Summer Festival is a free community event organised by us at Christ 

Church. We will have live events and entertainment, stalls, kids’ activi-

ties, refreshments and of course our Grand Summer Draw, some will be 

returning favourites but new ones have been added. 

This isn’t an exclusive list, as always we are open to new ideas. Recently 

in church, Mark asked the congregation to give suggestions for this year’s 

event. We had a few good ones that we are looking at, but if you weren’t 

in church that morning or you have thought about it since, please share 

your ideas with us. 

We know from experience that this event is only successful because of 

the support it receives from helpers. Based on previous years, we know 

just how much help that is! If we can’t find enough people to help we 

may need to revise some of what we are planning. Thank you to those 

people who have already said yes.  

HELP NEEDED with the following: 

BEFORE - delivering leaflets to every property in the parish, donating 

items, setting up stalls, preparing inside and outside the church, hall and 

scout hall. 

ON THE DAY - setting up and operating sound systems, preparing and 

serving refreshments plus washing up, helping with stalls, meeting and 

greeting and being part of a relief team so that people taking part get a 

break. 

AFTER – clearing away and cleaning up at the end and taking unwanted 

items to charity outlets.  
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Cream Tea 

The Mothers' Union are holding a 

cream tea in the hall on May 13th 

14.30 - 16.00.  Everyone is 

welcome to join us but to help 

with the catering please could you 

put your name on the list in church or phone me on 

92268928. I don't  want to be going home with gallons 

of cream !  There will be a raffle and various stalls. 

We hope that you can join us. 

Ros Molloy and M.U. Members 

Any amount of time you can give will be greatly appreciated. Even if you 

can only donate an hour of your time or items for stalls, everyone can 

do something. It’s also great fun to be involved and remember volun-

teering is good for your health! 

DONATIONS FOR STALLS - Books and DVDs, China and Glass, Handbags, 

Jewellery Toiletries, Tombola prizes and Toys and Games. Please bring 

at any time, especially if you are having a spring clear out, no need to 

wait, any donated items can be left at the back of the church. 

‘Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver’ (2 

Corinthians 9:7). 

Thank you and God bless you, Mark, Sandra, Sue and Vicky 
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Open Church Coffee Morning  

Friday 12th May 

10:00 till 12:00  

Join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake  

All proceeds go to the building fund  

 

 

AS PAUL WOULD SAY? 

As the fine weather persists and hopefully, as the summer is on the 

horizon and warmer weather looms, evenings sat outside in 

company etc. it is well perhaps to dwell on the scriptures especially 

some of the telling quotes of St Paul. As you scratch that bite / sting 

in an inaccessible place for the umpteenth time ponder on his 

words “Oh sting where is thy death?” 

Dave Fowler 
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 Waiting 

(Acts1:1-11) 

 

He told us to wait, 

then went away. 

After all the excitement,  

all the joy of having Him back, 

He has gone again. 

Yet this time there is hope, 

This time there is His promise 

Of power, of His Spirit, 

Of a new dimension of His presence. 

This leaving is different 

Now we know He’s forever alive. 

And we wait in confidence and anticipation 

to witness to the world… 

 

and we wait  

for His Spirit to come… 

 

by Daphne Kitching 
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Presence Prayer  

Heavenly Father, 

Parting from our loved ones is difficult. We long to be together, 

but sometimes it isn’t possible and we don’t always under-

stand. The disciples must have wanted Jesus to stay with them, 

after the joy of the resurrection and those wonderful reunions. 

And yet you knew that it was better for them - and for us - that 

Jesus returned to you so that He could send His Spirit to live in 

us, to comfort and strengthen us and to work through us. 

Thank you that even though human parting is inevitable, be-

cause of Jesus eternal life is freely offered to those who trust in 

Him. And while we are here on earth you promise never to 

leave us or forsake us. Thank you, Father, for your love - and 

your bigger picture! 

In Jesus name. 

Amen. 

 

by Daphne Kitching 
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 MANNA, QUAILS, NOT EVEN IN THE RUNNING! 

The food bank donations have gone from strength to strength and 

continue to be well supported which is a great encouragement to those 

who like to see Gods choicest gifts and His generous bounty to us all 

passed on. You may not be aware but sometime in the past, to make 

distribution of food bank items easier, we went into partnership with 

the Church of the Good Shepherd. This means that as we, in Christ 

Church, accumulate items at the back of the church we take them to 

COGS and combine them with their offerings, they then see that these 

items get to the food bank for distribution. Long may our gifts to those 

who need them and our collaboration with COGS continue, however I 

must inject a note of concern here which I’m sure you will understand.  

As we sort out the items into manageable carrier bags to get them to 

COGS we have found items well out of date, and in some cases the 

packaging reflects this looking very tired and dowdy!  

Ruth and I have a rule, if we aren’t prepared to eat it then it goes in the 

bin, giving it to the food bank is not even contemplated. Those who 

need food bank items are in circumstances not necessarily of their own 

making and perhaps temporarily in cash strapped straits but they still 

need sustaining, wholesome in date food not items from a cupboard 

clear out of questionable age. If not in date or of an indeterminate age 

please get rid of them elsewhere don’t let us use the food bank and its 

recipients as a dumping ground. These might have been one off 

oversights so I feel sure that you will continue to give generously and 

monitor what you give thus fulfilling what Jesus asks us to do ‘give a 

drink of water, a cloak etc. in His name’ to those less fortunate than 

ourselves. God bless you all for your continuing help to those less 

fortunate than ourselves and if you don’t already please think about 

adding your contribution to this very worthwhile cause. 

Dave Fowler 
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 Canon David Winter considers the appeal of this unlikely drama series… 

THE WAY I SEE IT : Why ‘Call the Midwife’? 

For months – indeed for years, apart from the ‘Bake off’ phenomenon - 

Britain’s most popular television programme by some distance has been 

the Sunday night ‘Call the Midwife’. The competition for top spot 

encompasses the whole range of human obsessions: comedy, drama, 

murder, rape, quizzes, food, fashion and sport – something for every taste. 

Yet a homely drama about some midwives working with an Anglican order 

of nuns in London’s East End 60 years ago beats them all. The BBC clearly 

recognises its value – several more series have been commissioned. I think 

it’s worth wondering why. 

 

The first two series of ‘Call the Midwife’ closely followed the best-selling 

books by Jennifer Worth about her experiences as a young midwife in 

precisely those circumstances. Someone recommended the first book to 

me and I found it compelling reading, and said so in print. To my surprise, I 

got a letter from the author, answering a question I had posed. She told 

me that the example of the sisters in the Order and their unquenchable 

faith amidst the squalor and poverty of the area in those post-War years 

eventually led to her embracing the Christian faith herself. 

 

Sadly, Jennifer Worth died just as the first series was being aired, and I 

feared the story line might lose its authenticity. But it hasn’t. These are 

stories of some nuns and midwives struggling to help people in need. 

Without ever being preachy, it faithfully depicts a very mixed group of 

people putting faith into practice. I think the nine million viewers, most of 

whom are probably not regular church-goers, appreciate seeing prayer, 

faith, hope and love at work, even if not every practitioner is saintly, not 

every sick baby saved, nor every human problem solved. 
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We meet in the small hall at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday in the month.  

Visitors and new members are welcome.  

Corporate Communion 4th Thursday in the month at 10.30am  

Visitors and new members welcomed.  

Events in May 

Tuesday 2nd May Service in church 2:15pm 

Saturday 13th May Cream Tea in church hall 14:30 

 

Evening Wives 

Wednesday 10th May at 7.45pm 

our speaker is Andrew Perrin on the History of 

Purbrook 

we will meet at Downlands, Down End Road Drayton 

All are welcome 

Norma Gibney (number on back page) 

Contributions for June Portsdown Post please by 

Friday May 19th either in editor’s 

pigeon hole or 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 



17 

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY or PORCH PEDESTAL  

for MAY 2017 

provided by: 

07/05/17 Mr & Mrs Richard Hutchins, in thanksgiving, 
and on the occasion of renewing their 
wedding vows.  

 

14/05/17. Mrs Vicky Stephens in memory of her 
father,  

John Stroud. 

 

21/05/17. Mr and Mrs Andy Golledge, in thanksgiving 
for their 30th wedding anniversary 

 

28/05/17 Mrs Sue Haylett in memory of her grand-
daughter Poppy Grace. 

 

 

Flower Steward for May 
Ros Molloy  02392 268928 
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Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch  

Will take place on  

Friday 26th May  

At 12:30pm  

Fish pie, green beans and sweetcorn.  

Sticky toffee pudding with ice cream   

followed by Tea & Coffee  

Book your place at back of the church or  

Tel. 02392 789 524  

Friday Friends 

Looking for new friends?  

A place to go? 

Tea and Cake? 

Come and visit friends at 

Christ Church Hall 

1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at 1415 hrs 

It would be lovely too see you 

Tracey 
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For the Record :   

Baptisms 
2nd April: Rafe Thomas Dai HILLARY, aged 1 

23rd April: Barnie Oliver Zach MADDEN, aged 8 months 

30th April: Logan Theo Ben DEANE, aged 11 months 

 

Weddings 
None 

Funerals 

6th April: Victor Amos MARRIOTT, died 15th March, aged 90 

13th April: Brian William HYMERS, died 31st March, aged 67 

26th April: Mary AMEY, died 14th April, aged 96 

Thank You 

For all the get-well cards, flowers, messages, 

and especially for your prayers. 

They are a great comfort to me at this time, 

as is being a member of the ‘Christ Church Family’ 

 

Rita Drake 
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Mission of the Month 

 

 

 

 

Question-   Is it better to die in a refugee camp than to die in a war? 

Question-  Do you risk your children's lives in a small dinghy and leave 

behind everything you know ,or face terror, bombs and bullets ? 

This is the choice facing tens of millions of people today. Just as Christian Aid 

was set up 70 years ago to respond to the needs of refugees in Europe after 

the Second World War, the challenge facing us today is just as great. 

Question-How can we help Christian Aid help them find a safe place to call 

home ? 

Please support the envelope challenge in church. Envelopes will be given out 

on 30th April and 7th May with a personal challenge to each of us to take 

one to fill. 

Please join us for Church  Breakfast on Sunday 14th May 8.30-10.30 a.m. 

A CHRISTIAN AID WEEK PRAYER FROM 1958 

O Christ our Lord who came in homelessness that you might find a home in 

us and that everyone would find a home in you, we bring before you at this 

time all who  are     homeless ,in exile or suffering. 

Grant them the sense of being held fast in you and enable all who love you 

to strive together for a world which shall be closer to your Kingdom in which 

all may live together closely as a family, each caring for all, and all caring for 

each ,for the sake of peace. 

Amen 

Jackie Quinn        Christian Aid Organiser 
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 22nd March 2017 

 

• The PCC agreed new designs for the main church notice-

board. 

• The PCC noted the Christian Aid Big Breakfast fund raising 

event would be on Sunday 14
th
 May. 

• Ten members of the PCC have booked on the Diocesan Train-

ing for Leading Your Church Into Growth. 

• The PCC received thank you letters from the Children’s Socie-

ty, Mission Aviation Fellowship, Church Mission Society and 

Peter & Sally Bartlett in Paraguay. 

• The PCC agreed to allow an appeal for donations in support of 

the Famine Appeal after the Celebration Event on Saturday 

and Sunday’s services.  The PCC agreed to donate towards 

the appeal as well. 

• The PCC agreed an upper limit for the purchase of new floor-

ing in the church hall. 

• The PCC noted that vacancies existed for 2 Church Wardens, 

2 Deanery Synod representatives and 5 PCC representatives 

and prayed that the right people would come forward to serve. 

• The PCC received feedback on Portsdown Cluster news and 

Diocesan news. 

• The PCC noted that the Vicar will be running Safeguarding 

training on Saturday 29
th
 April. 

• The PCC welcomed the Annual Report from the Christ Church 

Portsdown Good Neighbours Management Committee on ac-

tivities from February 2016 to January 2017. 
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• The PCC agreed to let the Guides Leaders liaise with the 

Rusty Cutters over planting of wildflowers in the 

churchyard. 

• The PCC thanked all those who were finishing their time 

of office on the PCC. 

 

Graham Olway MBE 

Christ Church PCC Secretary 



Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd. Andy Wilson  

Curate Revd Mark James  

Reader Sandra Morgan  

Church Wardens Dave Fowler  

 Diana Hutchins  

Church Warden Elect Stephen Anderson  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office   

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Stewardship Officer   

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Hedley Trembath  

Evening Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


