Portsdown Post
May 2019

1 John 4:19 NIV

http//www.christchurchportsdown.org

40p

Sunday 5th

Easter 3

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion

18:30

New Wine Celebration @ CoGS

Sunday 12th

Easter 4

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service & Baptism

Sunday 19th

Easter 5

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion

18:00

Evening Worship

Sunday 26th

Easter 6

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Morning Worship

Morning Prayer Wednesdays 09:00 –09:30
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What’s on in the Parish and Around

Thu

02-May 15:00

Prayer Meeting see June Ames

Fri

03-May 14:15

Friday Friends

Sat

04-May 09:00

Church cleaning

Tue

07-May 14:15

Mothers Union church hall

Wed

08-May 14:15

Christ Church Wives see Norma Gibney

Thu

09-May 10:00

The Thursday Service

Thu

09-May 19:30

Mission Support Committee

Fri

10-May 10-00

No Coffee Morning due to Funeral

Sat

11-May 09:00

Church Cleaning

Wed

15-May 19:30

PCC Standing Committee

Fri

17-May 14:15

Friday Friends

Sat

18-May 09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

18-May 09:00

Who Let the Dads Out?

Sat

18-May 12:00

Memorial Service

Sat

18-May 19:00

Quiz Night

Wed

22-May 19:30

PCC Meeting

Thu

23-May 10:00

The Thursday Service

Fri

24-May 12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Sat

25-May 09:00

Church Cleaning

Thu

30-May 10:00

The Thursday Service
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THY KINGDOM COME
Churches across the country are making plans for Thy Kingdom Come,
a global prayer movement which takes place each year between
Ascension and Pentecost.
Archbishop Justin Welby says, “In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all
commit to playing our part in the renewal of the nations and the
transformation of communities."

The first TKC in 2016 was an invitation from the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York to the Church of England to pray for more people
to come to know Jesus. It has now grown into an international and
ecumenical call to pray.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come (30th May to 9th June), it is
hoped that everyone who takes part will

Deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ
Pray for God’s spirit to work in the lives of those they know
Come to realise that every aspect of their life is the stuff of prayer
After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with Mary,
constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on
the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own we can do nothing.
Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time to pray
for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ picks up this
tradition. Over the past three years more and more worshipping
communities have dedicated the days between Ascension and
Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’.
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It is an opportunity to pray that the Spirit would inspire and equip us to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our
communities and networks.
We are invited to pray that those who have not yet heard the Good
News of Jesus Christ and his love for the world will hear it for
themselves, and respond and follow Him, and specifically to pray that
God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 friends who have not yet
responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.
Look out for details of events to help us to pray at Christ Church, and in
our area, culminating with the Big Prayer Picnic at Portchester Castle
on Sunday 9th June.
"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you will be my witnesses …to the ends of the earth. When he had said
this…he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight…Then
they returned to Jerusalem … and were constantly devoting themselves
to prayer… When the day of Pentecost had come they were all together
in one place... All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit... and that day
about three thousand persons were added”...Acts 1, 2

Taken from the Thy Kingdom Come website

www.ThyKingdomCom.global
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Putting God first- Stewardship
Some thoughts for May
Give, and it will be given
to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken
together and running over,
will be poured into your
lap. For with the measure
you use, it will be
measured to you.”
Luke6:38

QUIZ NIGHT WITH FISH &CHIP SUPPER
Once again, by popular demand we are holding another Quiz Night to
be held on Saturday 18th May 2019 7 pm-10pm. At a cost of £10 per
head. Stuart will once again be the Quiz Master for another fun
night. We will be holding a raffle and all the profit from the evening
greatly helps towards the cost of the entertainment ie the miniature
farm, bouncy castle, Pompey Pluckers etc for all the community to enjoy
at our Summer Festival on Saturday 6th July 2019. Tickets will be
available from mid April from Sue and Sandra.
Please put the dates in your diary
need your support.

because we

Thankyou
Vicky, Sandra and Sue
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Home Grop Schedule Summer 2019
Day

Monday

Monday

Wednesday

Time

10:30-12.00

7.30-9.00pm

2.00-3.30pm

Leader

Dave Fowler

Pauline Letters

Jacqui Wilson

Host

Keith & Sylvia
Fisher

Tracey Harvey

Molly Ayling

Date

29th April

13th May

8th May

20th May

20th May

22nd May

3rd June

3rd June

5th June

17th June

17th June

19th June

1st July

1st July

3rd July

15th July

15th July

17th July

Date for June Magazine Friday 17th May

In pigeon hole or
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org

Due to a funeral at Christ Church on the morning
of May 10th There will be no Coffee Morning or
open church
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SOMEBODY HAD EGG ON THEIR FACE
Well you did it again, it seems your generosity knows no bounds. Once
again you responded magnificently to my request for chocolate eggs for
the food bank. We took over 20 chocolate eggs of various sizes, makes
and fillings and these were eagerly received when we delivered them on
the Monday morning before the Easter weekend. As we left they were
being sorted and made ready for distribution, along with other similar
donations, on that day. Not knowing how many they try reach it would
be hard to estimate how many eggs they would need to make sure that
they got one to everyone they wanted to. However I am sure that our
donations of eggs, alongside other equally generous donations, went
quite a way to ensure that some young people were not disadvantaged
or marginalised even more to the fringes of our affluent society. Again
we can’t quantify the effect that donations like ours have or what the
generous input from the various supermarkets that keep the food banks
supplied have; but it can’t go unnoticed that the food sent out from the
food bank we support is strongly Christian church based. To gain access
to the food bank they have to enter a church and the distribution takes
place in the main body of the church. All around them are the things we
would recognise as making up a church and there are texts on display so
that there is no doubt, to the receivers, that what they are about to receive is donated, in the main, and eventually distributed to them by
Christians is a response to the request from Jesus in Matthew’s gospel.
There may be many things we do in Christchurch which are ongoing in
our desire to reach out to the community around us, and while supplying
the food bank may not be as central to us as some as these at least what
we do in keeping up our link and donations to the foodbank does subscribe to one of our core values, that of ensuring that out of our abundance we are able to ensure that that those Jesus asked us to reach out
to are not left on the fringes of society or left out altogether. Thankyou
and God bless you.

Dave Fowler
9

From the Editor

May is a busy month with lots going on, especially in the garden. The
grass is growing fast as our church Rusty Cutters are finding! Most
Wednesday and Friday mornings there will be the sound of strimmer’s
buzzing away like a load of busy bee s (and we have them as well in the
church yard) There is always a need for more helpers if you have the
time and energy to spare. Just turn up in the morning and you will be
sure of a welcome and usually a cup of coffee and a biscuit.
The rooks are still with us although not in the large numbers we used to
have at Christ Church, and there are other birds too. One of the Rusty
Cutters has had a robin follow him around as he worked. We have had
toads or frogs hopping around, and of course our resident bees who
live in one or two of the graves.
So our church yard sustains lots of wildlife, we haven't seen a hedgehog
but then they would be tucked away sleeping through the day and
there are lots of places to do that.
Ruth Fowler
www.magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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D Day 75 Christ Church Portsdown
and its legacy in history
The timeline is late May 1944, 75 years ago this month, in the lanes , fields
& woods around Christ Church Portsdown & the countryside & rural villages
of Southern Hampshire, unbeknown to the local inhabitants, highly secret
& classified plans were being activated that were to culminate in the largest
& most audacious sea invasion in history, Operation Overlord , the
invasion of Europe . A massive build up of troops, trucks , jeeps , armoured
vehicles & artillery had moved into prearranged harbour areas &
camouflaged locations, all destined to land on the Normandy beaches as
part of the Second Front in mainland Europe. These troops belonged to 2nd
British Army & 1st US Army, both Armies were created in a build up which
started in early 1943 to achieve the liberation of occupied Europe by
seaborne landings on the beaches of Normandy on D Day 6 th June & then
in the following months to push the Germans out of France & the Low
countries to fulfil the defeat of Nazi Germany (This was achieved on 8th
May 1945 - VE Day). The formation badge for 2nd Army worn by all its
troops, was designated as a White Shield superimposed by a Blue Cross &
vertical Gold Sword. The wooded Queens Enclosure near Cowplain was
occupied as was Purbrook Heath & surrounding wooded areas . Security
was tight & as the invasion date grew closer, roadblocks & check points
were set up on roads into the coastal area & movement was restricted .
The General Officer Commanding 2nd British Army, chosen by General
Montgomery after a successful North African & Italian campaign, was
Lieutenant General Miles Dempsey, he was a Monty man, knighted by
King George VI in France later that year. Dempsey had his main
Headquarters in Fort Southwick, one of the Victorian Forts on Portsdown
Hill, the tunnels below the fort contained the invasion communications
hub, ,
Continued on next page
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He also occupied Fort Widley which overlooks Cosham & what was then
Alexandra Military Hospital the main route then into Portsmouth & the
hundreds of ships & landing craft building up in the Naval base & the
Solent. .
It is no surprise then that Miles Dempsey, an avowed Christian, chose
Christ Church Portsdown in arrangement with the Vicar Richard Gillman
to hold a Knights Vigil Service with his senior officers & Headquarters
Staff, prior to the invasion . The invasion day coded as D Day was
planned for Monday 5th June, so the church service was arranged for
Sunday 4th June. Due to bad weather in the English Channel D Day was in
fact postponed 24 hours until 6th June by General Eisenhower, Supreme
Allied Commander for the invasion, based at Southwick House just a few
miles north of Portsdown & the church.
Peter Rostron , author of The Life & Times of General Sir Miles
Dempsey – Monty’s Army Commander tells us in the Prologue to his
book published in 2010 :
“ On the evening of 4 June 1944, the congregation at Christ Church,
Portsdown, was unusually large. Built in 1874 overlooking the English
Channel on land donated by the Army , the large, airy church was used
by garrisons of the nearby forts to hold their own services & conduct
military burials . On this evening there were so many soldiers
worshipping that they overflowed into the area outside . The two
officiating priests were The Revd RBS Gillman , vicar of Christ Church &
the Revd JWJ Steele, Senior Chaplain 2 nd Army. As they entered the
church the congregation stood, led by the tall imposing figure of their
General in the front pew. Lieutenant General Miles Christopher
Dempsey had arranged this service for the officers and men of
Headquarters Second Army on the eve of the planned date for the
largest combined military operation the world has ever seen – D-Day,
the invasion of Europe...
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Now Dempsey, a devout Christian, called on his men, in the service
known as "The Knight's Vigil", to dedicate to Almighty God the task
which lay before them. Accompanied by his Chief of Staff and his
Deputy, he led them in that evocative prayer which he had known
thirty years before at Shrewsbury College :
"Teach us good Lord to serve Thee, as Thou deservest; to give and not
to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to toil and not
to ask for rest; to labour and not ask for any reward save that of
knowing that we do Thy will".
With characteristic modesty, Dempsey asked that someone other than
himself should read the lesson. His example during this voluntary act of
dedication, before the great armada set off expressed many of the
fundamentals of his personality: strong religious belief, selfless
integrity, professional dedication and extraordinary humility “.
We at Christ Church 75 years on from that significant & historical event
still remember Miles Dempsey & his soldiers of 2 nd Army along with
Naval & Air Force elements that were in a supporting role. Plans are in
hand to build The Normandy Memorial above Gold Beach in Normandy,
one of the three beaches assigned to 2 nd Army , inauguration of the
Memorial by the British Prime Minister & French President is planned
for early June when many events will also be taking place in Portsmouth.
A Parade Service takes place at Christ Church Portsdown each year on
the Sunday nearest to 6th June attended by uniformed Groups, Service
personnel & Veterans , under the two magnificent D Day, 2 nd Army
windows unveiled by General Dempsey on 6 th June 1948, our
permanent legacy at Christ Church of which we are justly proud. The
windows depict the two warrior saints St George carrying the Shield of
2nd Army & St Michael defeating evil, both figures surrounded by the
formation symbols & flashes of the 2 nd Army Divisions & Brigades
involved & combined operations units.
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This year the D Day Parade Service will take place at 1030am Sunday 9 th
June. Additionally we are also going one step further, on Tuesday 4th
June 2019 at 7pm in the evening on the 75 th Anniversary of that
wartime Knights Vigil service we are going to repeat the event in tribute
& remembrance of General Sir Miles Dempsey & his British,
Commonwealth & Free French soldiers of 2 nd Army.
Keith Fisher ( with acknowledgements to Peter Rostron )

"General Sir Miles
Dempsey preparing
for D Day "

"2nd Army
troops
embarking on
6th June 1944
from South
Parade Pier Acknowledgements
The News "
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Mothers Union
Tuesday 7th May
Revd Sandra Edwards will talk about her work as a Hospital Chaplain’
Please note our meetings will now start at 14:30 in small hall
Our services in church will still be at 14:15
Corporate Communion Thursday 23rd May 10:00

Christ Church Wives
Wednesday 8th May 2.15p
Tea & Chat at ‘Downlands ‘
Downend Road Drayton, Portsmouth
You will be made very welcome.
Contact Norma Gibney (number on back page)

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday 24th May 12:30pm
Fish Pie with vegetables
Sticky Toffee Pudding
followed by tea & coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524

15

Mission of the Month
All Mums should live
Sierra Leone is the world's most dangerous place to give birth.
The community in Sawula dream of having a health centre that can
meet their needs. Currently operations, deliveries and baby checkups all happen in one single room with only 2 delivery beds. When
women come to the clinic at night there is no light to use so they are
asked to bring a torch to see by.
In addition to this, there are often not enough drugs so the nurse has
to go by motorbike or walk for 3 hours to collect medicines. Women
are dying of childbirth, young children are dying of diseases like
malaria and typhoid.
Christian Aid and their partners are working locally to help vulnerable
women access healthcare, improve hygiene and build a better health
centre.
This Christian Aid week, together, we can help make childbirth safe
for women and babies. Our gifts and prayers can give the world's
poorest mums a chance to live
Prayer
Parent God, we praise you for the blessings you shower upon us and
the healthcare we have available. Bless the lives of our sisters and
brothers and their precious children in Sierra Leone.
Let the ripples of your love be set in motion this week in our
communities, our churches and across the world. Amen.

Jackie Quinn Christian Aid organiser
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Please join us
Sunday 19th May
Christ Church Hall
8.30 -10.15 am
We are serving bacon/sausage / egg baps
with tea and coffee. Help yourself to toast.
All for the cost of a donation to Christian Aid.

Veteran’s Breakfast
Calling all you veteran’s
The next Veteran’s Breakfast will take place
at Christ Church Hall on Saturday June 22nd
@10:00 for 10:30 cost £4.50
Contact Tracey for details
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Saturday 6th July
12noon to 4pm
So it is just two months and counting ……………………
We were reflecting recently on last year’s Festival, what a challenge it
turned out to be! In the middle of a heatwave with England playing in the
World Cup on the same afternoon! It truly was a challenge but undaunted, here we are again!
Our Summer Festival as always is a free community event organised by us
at Christ Church. We have live events and entertainment, stalls, kids’ activities, refreshments and of course our Grand Summer Draw, some will
be returning favourites but new ones have been added.
RETURNING …………… after last year’s amazing response we have the
MINIATURE MAYHEM MUCKY BUCKET petting farm, small animals that
children of all ages can have contact with under supervision ……… plus
BOUNCY CASTLE, set up in the Scout and Guide hall
NEW ……………. FACE PAINTING also set up in the Scout and Guide hall
……………plus a talk and display from HILSEA LIDO representatives in the
church
More details to follow.

HELP! ………….. We will shortly be asking for volunteers to help us with
the event, Before, On the Day and After. Please think about what you
could do or contribute to make this the best event yet. Any amount of
time you can give will be greatly appreciated. Even if you can only donate
an hour of your time or items for stalls, everyone can do something. It’s
also great fun to be involved and remember volunteering is good for your
health!
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DONATIONS FOR STALLS……….. it is that time of year again when people
are having a clear out, so why not donate any unwanted items, in good
condition, to our stalls? We need Books and DVDs, Handbags, Jewellery,
Toiletries, Tombola prizes and Toys and Games. If you are donating for
the China and Glass stall, we only want China and Glass, please no bric a
brac or other items as they will have to be recycled by us.
Please bring at any time, no need to wait, any donated items can be left at
the back of the church, if you have access to the church hall, please put
donations in the upper room.
Further details about ‘What’s Happening?’ will be in the June edition of
this magazine.
Thank you, Sandra, Sue and Vicky

Thank You
The Mothers' Union would like to thank all those who supported
the recent Lent lunches. Some people made soup, some helped
with the serving and others came and had lunch which made it all
worthwhile. Despite lower attendance this year people were very
generous and 3 people who were unable to join us sent donations.
£ 88.07 was given to Tear Fund. ( 2 lunches )
£ 266.00 was given to A.F.I.A. ( 3 lunches ). This is the Mothers'
Union 'Away From It All ' holiday project, which provides breaks for
families.
Many thanks to you all
Ros Molloy and all M.U. Members
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY or PORCH PEDESTAL

for MAY 2019
provided by:
05/05/19

Mrs Barbara Hatton in memory of her
brother Robert (Bob) Such

12/05/19.

Mrs Vicky Stephens in memory of her
father John Stroud

19/05/19.

Mr & Mrs Golledge in thanksgiving for their
wedding anniversary.

26/05/19.

Mrs Sue Haylett in memory of her granddaughter Poppy Grace
Flower Stewards for May 2019

Pat Hatchard 92370583 & Barbara Hatton 92047673
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Church News
Celebrations mark 25 years of women’s
ordination to the priesthood
Events have been taking place this Spring to
mark a quarter of a century of women’s ordination to the priesthood in the Church of England.
The first group of women were ordained priests
on Saturday 12 March 1994, in Bristol Cathedral.
Following a recent celebration at Lambeth Palace attended by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
services have been held at cathedrals and
churches throughout the country.
Meanwhile the number of women entering training for ministry continues to grow. Women now make up nearly a third of the 20,000-active
clergy in the Church of England according to the latest figures which also
show a 38% increase in the number of women starting training for ordained ministry in the past two years.
2019 also marks 50 years since women were first licensed as Lay Readers,
and five years since legislation was passed to enable women to be appointed bishops
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 27th March 2019
•

The PCC reviewed and approved its Safeguarding
Policy with Ismay Doughty appointed as the Parish
Safeguarding Officer;

•

The PCC noted that a replacement heater has been
ordered and will be installed in the Upper Room of the
Church Hall in early April;

•

The PCC noted that the architect has been asked to
review the specification and quotes received for the
driveway improvements;

•

The PCC reviewed and approved the 2018 Annual
Report and Accounts in readiness for the APCM on 4th
April;

•

The PCC noted received the Good Neighbours Annual Report and noted that more co-ordinators were
needed;

•

The PCC welcomed Rev Laura Cameron to her first
PCC meeting;

•

The PCC agreed to hold a joint training event with
the PCC of St John’s Church, Purbrook;

•

The PCC considered a request for funding to support
the construction of a British Memorial in Normandy to
lives lost in the D-Day invasion of 1944;

Graham Olway MBE
Christ Church PCC Secretary
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Associate Minister
Reader (Lay Minister)
Church Warden
Lighthouse
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Christ Church Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Revd Andy Wilson
Revd Laura Cameron
Sandra Morgan
Stephen Anderson
Jackie Quinn
Emma Evans
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Ismay Doughty
Norma Gibney
Ros Molloy
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges

Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

