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Sunday 7th

Trinity 3

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion

18:30

New Wine Celebration @ CoGS

Sunday 14th

Sea Sunday

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Morning Worship

Sunday 21st

Trinity 5

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion

18:00

Informal Worship

Sunday 28th

Trinity 6

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Morning Worship

Morning Prayer Wednesdays 09:00 –09:30
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Sat

09:00

Church cleaning

Tue

02-Jul

14:15

Mothers Union church hall

Thu

04-Jul

14:00

Parish Prayer Meeting cont. June Ames

Fri

05-Jul

14:15

Friday Friends

Sat

06-Jul

09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

06-Jul

12:00

Summer Festival

Wed

10-Jul

14:15

Christ Church Wives see Norma Gibney

Wed

10-Jul

19:30

PCC Standing Committee

Thu

11-Jul

10:00

The Thursday Service

Thu

11-Jul

17:00

Building Committee

Fri

12-Jul

10-00

Open Church Coffee Morning

Sat

13-Jul

09:00

Church Cleaning

Fri

19-Jul

14:15

Friday Friends

Sat

20-Jul

09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

20-Jul

09:00

Who Let the Dad’s Out?

Wed

24-Jul

19:00

PCC Joint Meeting

Thu

25-Jul

10:00

The Thursday Service

Fri

26-Jul

12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Sat

27-Jul

09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

27-Jul

3-Aug

New Wine Summer Conference
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From the Vicarage
At the June meeting of the Diocesan Synod, Bishop Christopher spoke
of the importance of our churches growing in impact. We often speak
about our desire to see numerical growth in our church (more people
coming to our services) and to see spiritual growth within the church
(individuals drawing closer to God). Growth in impact is about
increasing the presence of the church within our local community.
Our Summer Festival on 6th July (12.00-4.00pm) is an important part
of our community activity. Each year we invite everybody in the area
to come and join us for an afternoon of fun. It’s a really varied event,
with stalls to get a bargain, speakers and singers to be entertained by,
animals for the children to see and lots of lovely food to sample. We
hope that it will be an opportunity for our community to come
together and enjoy themselves.
A big thank you to everybody who works hard to make the Summer
Festival happen, in the preparation, in delivering invitations around
the parish, on the day, and sorting out afterwards.
At the Havant Deanery Synod in June, the guest speaker was Revd Tim
Watson. Tim is a Pioneer Minister in the Leesland area of Gosport. He
spoke about his experience of starting a new church from scratch. One
of the things that struck me is how he has looked to work in
partnership with local organisations, rather than the church duplicate
what is already happening. I wonder who we at Christ Church could be
working alongside.
One of our growing partnerships is within the Church of England.
Since I was appointed as Priest-in-Charge of St John the Baptist,
Purbrook in January, I have been seeking ways of the two churches
working better together. In May, the two PCCs had their first joint
meeting and began to discuss what the future might hold. We are
looking at ways of streamlining the governance of the two churches,
and we will soon begin to look at the worship and service patterns.
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We need to maximise the benefit of having two church buildings so
close to each other. I’ll be giving some thought to how we do that over
the summer.
In September we will welcome Revd Janette Smith as the Vicar of
Crookhorn (and Curate at Christ Church and St John’s). I look forward
to working alongside Janette as we seek to determine how God is
leading us in the Portsdown Cluster.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own
insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him and he will make straight your paths.
(Proverbs 3:5-6)

Revd Andy Wilson

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown
Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook
Curate, Church of the Good Shepherd Crookhorn
Chaplain, Havant & Waterlooville FC
The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7
5RS
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Putting God first- Stewardship
Some thoughts for July
Any comments please email me sandramorgan02@gmail.com

Open Church Coffee Morning
Friday July 12th 10:00 till 12:00
join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake
All proceeds go to the building fund
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Home Group Schedule Summer 2019
Day

Monday

Monday

Wednesday

Time

10:30-12.00

7.30-9.00pm

2.00-3.30pm

Leader

Dave Fowler

Pauline Letters

Jacqui Wilson

Host

Keith & Sylvia
Fisher

Tracey Harvey

Molly Ayling

1st July

1st July

3rd July

15th July

15th July

17th July

A HUGE thank you to Dee Humphris,
one of our deputy wardens, who ran
the London Marathon in April in aid of
Christ Church. We don’t know how she
did it, but we are very grateful as she
raised an astonishing £2,203.32!
Congratulations to Dee and many
thanks also to everyone who sponsored
her.
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Mission of the Month – Mission to Seafarers
This time last year I wrote that the Brexit negotiations were swirling back
and forth – and here we are, 12 months on, a lot more fed-up but no
nearer to a resolution. And how will it all end? Who can tell at this stage
but, as last year, one thing is certain? No matter what the outcome, it will
still be a fact that some 90% of things we could not live without – including food, fuel, medicines, raw materials, clothes and household goods will
continue to be transported by sea.

It is difficult to find something new to say about the Seafarers who do this
essential job without which our Country would grind to a halt. For much
of the time they are out of sight and out of mind. The core job itself does
not change much, but the conditions and circumstances can vary considerably. It’s a lonely and dangerous job, and all over the world, thousands
of seafarers are abandoned on ships every year without pay, and often
with no water, fuel and food. “Life’s storms” come in many different
forms for the seafarer, and most seafarers want help or advice with simple practical issues such as how to get in touch with their families. They
often speak of the challenges of their life at sea, the effects that long periods of separation from their families have on their relationships, and the
stress, strain and unhappiness caused by distance. Add to this the inherent dangers of life at sea and you can understand that theirs is not an
easy life. Pirate attack, shipwreck, abandonment, serious injury or bereavement are ever-present worries, and many have spiritual needs as
well.
Sea Sunday, which this year falls on Sunday 14th July, is the one day of
the year set aside for churches to remember seafarers. It is a wonderful
opportunity to remember and pray for the people who work on our
oceans, sailing ships across the seas often in difficult circumstances, bringing us the goods we need and materials for industry. As well as raising
money to help those who work at sea, the day is celebrated with services,
parades and ship blessings all around the world as a sign of respect and
recognition of the work that the world’s 1.3 million merchant sea farers
carry out every day.
8

As a Mission agency of the Church of England, the Mission to Seafarers –
an international Christian organisation entirely funded by voluntary donations-provides vital welfare services to those who risk their lives at sea.
All its Chaplains are trained for the vital welfare services to those who
risk their lives at sea. All its Chaplains are trained to listen; they spend
much of their day hearing about the challenges and worries of the men
and women who serve us so valiantly at sea. Their work is often quiet and
undramatic, but sometimes just listening is not enough and teams of caring Christians and volunteers all over the world offer the hand of Christian fellowship, and a safe haven for sick, lonely, exhausted and troubled
crew of all ranks, nationalities and beliefs in 200 ports in 50 countries.
Support is provided 365 days of the year, every day of the week, and
helps to ensure that crew in port can quickly contact their families and,
when disaster strikes, actively help to get them home safely.
The Mission depends on your valuable contribution to continue its important work, and your support is very much appreciated.
Jim Molloy
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From the Editor

By the time you read this the Christ Church Festival will either be just
round the corner or it will be over. A lot of work by just a few goes into
preparing, setting up and sorting the various things that are donated to
us. The event is very important as it raises finances to help keep our
church open and running. In these days of uncertainty we are all finding
things more expensive from running a home to providing services to the
community.
We have a variety of church services here at Christ Church, one of them
is Refuel, it is a lovely, quiet, peaceful oasis to come to in the busy lives
many of us live. A time to just sit in our church and not do anything but
concentrate on the Father, Son and Holy Spirit with a gentle background
of music, bible verses and quotes. It is held every other month so look
in the pew sheet or magazine for the date and time.
In this extreme weather (for us) the cats have been alternately living
outside or when it’s very wet indoors. We hardly see them at night
time when they are out hunting, they sleep during the day very sensible
when its very hot! Sadie, at nearly 21 sleeps all the time.
Ruth Fowler
www.magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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D DAY 75

D Day Landing Craft Weather Vane at Southwick Memorial Hall

So the big commemoration of D Day 75th Anniversary is over . The nation
& media seized it with gusto with a climax on 5th June on our own
Southsea Common with many world leaders present including the German
Chancellor. The big group of surviving veterans, now well into their 90s
were honoured & acknowledged throughout the week & travelled over to
Normandy for more ceremonies at the final resting places of their
comrades who gave their lives on the beaches & hinterland of Normandy
assigned to General Miles Dempsey & his British 2nd Army units. We at
Christ Church, custodians of the British 2nd Army Windows held two
events, a repeat of the 2nd Army Eve of Battle Service on its 75th
Anniversary date 4th June 1944 & the usual D Day Parade Service held on
Sunday 9th June this year. Both services were well supported by our
congregation & visitors, backed up by BBC South Today, inclusion on the
Visit Portsmouth website & attendance by the Commanding Officer from
Southwick Park, the location of General Eisenhower’s D Day Headquarters.
The News our local newspaper also covered our events in its columns. The
Chaplain from Southwick Park Revd Ralph Barber assisted Andy our vicar
at the Eve of Battle Service which included prayers & hymns from the 4 th
June 1944 Sunday service. The collections from both services held have
been donated to The Normandy Memorial Trust who are building a
permanent British Memorial above Gold Beach in Normandy to honour all
who died on the three 2nd Army Beaches & during the following Battle of
12

Normandy. The Memorial was inaugurated on 6th June by Prime Minister
May & President Macron in the presence of many veterans, completion is
expected in 2020. This anniversary may be the last significant
commemoration of D Day, due to the waning population of veterans, but
we have within Christ Church Portsdown’s West wall a permanent
poignant reminder of the momentous events & sacrifices that took place
resulting in the ending of the war within a year. Dempsey knew what his
Army was up against from 6th June onwards and embraced the words of
the Prayer of Sir Francis Drake before the Battle of Cadiz :
“ O Lord God, when Thou givest to Thy servants to endeavour any great
matter, grant us also to know that it is not the beginning, but the
continuing of the same, until it be thoroughly finished, that yieldeth the
true glory; through Him who, for the finishing of Thy work, laid down his
life for us, our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen”

Keith Fisher

British 2nd Army Wreath at Christ Church & at the D Day
Memorial Southsea
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R. Gillman Vicar General M. Dempsey J. Steele Chaplain 2nd Army
6th June 1948 (Unveiling of the D Day Windows)

A Wilson Vicar Lt Col M John RMP R. Barber Chaplain RN
4th June 2019 (Eve of Battle Service)
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Mothers Union
Tuesday July 2nd at 2.30 pm in the small hall
Roger and Linda will talk about their charity work in Thailand.
Thursday July 27th at 10.00 am. Corporate Communion in church

Christ Church Wives
Wednesday 8th July
Tea & Chat
At 8 Biness Way
Farlington
You will be very welcome
Contact Norma Gibney (number on back page)

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday 26th July 12:30pm
Quiche, curried potato salad and green salad
Fruit Crumble
followed by tea & coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
Tel. 02392 789 524
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A garden is a mystery
It makes me question ‘why?’
The plants I nurture with such care
Just shrivel up and die?
While seeds that I don’t know about
All vigorously thrive
And grow like fabled beanstalks
From cracks within my drive!
By Nigel Beeton
Nigel Beeton writes: ‘
This year, we don't have a gardener to help us with our biggish garden.
My shortfalls as a gardener are becoming all too apparent!’

Oh, you gotta get a glory
In the work you do;
A Hallelujah chorus
In the heart of you.

Paint, or tell a story,
Sing, or shovel coal,
But you gotta get a glory,
Or the job lacks soul.
Anonymous
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Signs found outside churches
– It is unlikely there’ll be a reduction in the wages of sin.
– If you don’t like the way you were born, try being born again.
– Looking at the way some people live, they ought to obtain eternal
fire insurance soon.
– This is a ch_ _ch What is missing? (U R)

– Forbidden fruit creates many jams.
– In the dark? Follow the Son.
– Running low on faith? Stop in for a fill-up.
– If you can’t sleep, don’t count sheep. Talk to the Shepherd.
Too grand a piano
The story is told how after the concert hall at Broadcasting House was
built there was doubt whether the door would admit a concert grand.
“Try it,” said somebody. But the musical director objected on the
ground that if his beautiful Bechstein got stuck it would be damaged.
So they instructed the carpenter to take measurements and make an
exact replica in plywood. This was done, and then they found they
couldn’t get the model out of the carpenter’s shop.
(from Alexander Donald)
Sky fright
An airliner flew into a violent thunderstorm and was soon bumping
around in the sky. One very nervous lady happened to be sitting next
to a clergyman and turned to him for comfort. “Can’t you do something?” she demanded forcefully.
“I’m sorry ma’am,” said the minister gently. “I’m in sales, not management.”
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Church of England Alexa skill asked 75,000 questions in first year
A year after its launch, the Church of England’s award-winning Alexa skill
has been asked more than 75,000 questions, according to recent data. The
smart speaker skill was originally launched with prayers, explanations of
the Christian faith and details of where to find the nearest church for local
events and services based on location.
The data also reveals a trend of highest numbers of people using the skill
in the evening. As a result of this, the Church’s Digital and Church House
Publishing teams added a wider range of mealtime, evening and night
prayers during the year.
More family prayers have also been added, and integration improved with
A Church Near You, the national church finder tool, to show maps of
where the nearest church is. A range of videos have also been added to
bring the Christian faith to life and showcase the social action work of
churches across the country.
In a typical week people ask the following questions by topic area:
Read today’s daily ‘Easter Pilgrim’ reflection – 16%
Say a prayer – 40%
Explore the Christian faith – 31%

Share a grace before a meal – 6%
Where is my local church? – 7%.
The skill is average 4.2 out of five stars on the Alexa store, with comments
such as “Love it – great example to the kids on how to pray”.
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The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, said: “The aim of the Alexa skill
is to help users to know more of the love of Jesus Christ, to enable regular
churchgoers and those exploring faith to connect with God in another
way and at a time that’s right for them.”
Adrian Harris, Head of Digital at the Church of England, said: “We are
pleased with the levels of engagement in the first year of launching the
skill, which was built in just three months in 2018.” The skill has also
been recognised at a number of leading digital industry awards.
To activate the Church of England skill “Alexa, open the Church of
England”. A full list of commands is available on the C of E’s dedicated
Alexa page at https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/try-churchenglands-alexa-skill

Ecclesiastical 130
Our church is insured with an insurance company called Ecclesiastical.
To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended an offer to Christ
Church that if any parishioner takes out a home insurance cover with
them before 31st December 2019 they will donate £150. to our
church.
To view this offer go to their website
Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 and quote
TRUST 130
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY or PORCH PEDESTAL

for JULY 2019
provided by:
07/07/19

Mrs Ann Richardson in memory of her great
-grandson Louis Weeks

14/07/19.

Mrs Linda Cleeve in memory of her husband
Joss
and,
Mr John Bridgman in memory of his wife
Hazel

21/07/19.

Mrs Ann Dove in memory of family members

28/07/19.

Mrs June Ames in memory of family members
Flower Steward for July 2019
Jenny Whiteside 02392 376333
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For the Record :
Baptisms
None

Weddings
15th June 2019:
Adrian Lawrence McCARTHY and Anna Elizabeth HALL
22nd June 2019:
Derek William Martyn STONE and Marie-Louise STEDMAN

Funerals
5th June 2019: Ivor Vincent WILLIAMS, died 7th May 2019, aged 93
11th June 2019: Joyce DENT, died 25th May 2019, aged 97
20th June 2019: Eileen Anne Elizabeth JARRETT, died 15th May 2019,
aged 90

Amazon Smile
Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping
on Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a percentage to a charity of your
choice.
Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose
The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ
Church Portsdown
As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon
Smile it will automatically select Christ Church as your charity

21

22

China is a key country of concern for Release International, which
supports persecuted Christians around the world. Their latest
‘Persecution Trends Report’ warns Christians in China look set to face a
harsh new year Tougher regulations on religious affairs came into force
in February 2018, giving the State greater control over churches and
other places of worship. Those new rules will mean unregistered house
churches will face increasingly tough measures to control their activities.
The restrictions are being promoted to prevent the use of religion to
‘endanger national security and undermine social order’. They reflect the
Communist Party’s fear that foreign powers are working to undermine its
authority by supporting Christianity.
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Associate Minister
Reader (Lay Minister)
Church Warden
Lighthouse
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Christ Church Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Revd Andy Wilson
Revd Laura Cameron
Sandra Morgan
Stephen Anderson
Jackie Quinn
Emma Evans
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Ismay Doughty
Norma Gibney
Ros Molloy
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

