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Sunday 3rd All Saints 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30 Holy Communion for All Saints 

15:00 In Loving Memory 

18:30 New Wine Celebration @ CoGS 
  

Sunday 10th Remembrance 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30 Parade Service 

  

Sunday 17th 2nd Before Advent 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 

10:30  Holy Communion  

18:00 Informal Worship 
  

Sunday 24th Christ the King 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 

10:30  Baptism Service 

18:00 Refuel 
  

Morning Prayer Wednesdays 09:00 –09:30 
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What’s on in the Parish and Around 

Fri 01-Nov 14:15 Friday Friends 

Sat 02-Nov 09:30 Church Cleaning 

Tue 05-Nov 14:30 Mothers Union  

Thu 07-Nov 10:00 Parish Prayer Meeting in church 

Fri 08-Nov 14:15 Open Church Coffee Morning 

Sat 09-Nov 09:00 Church Cleaning 

Tue 12-Nov 19:30 PCC Standing Committee 

Wed 13-Nov 14:15 Christ Church Wives 

Thu 14-Nov 10:00 The Thursday Service 

Thu 14-Nov 17:00 Building Committee Meeting 

Fri 15-Nov 14:15 Friday Friends 

Sat 16-Nov 09:00 Church Cleaning 

Sat 16-Nov 09:00 Who Let the Dads Out? 

Fri 22-Nov 12:30 Neighbourhood Lunch 

Sat 23-Nov 09:00 Church Cleaning 

Wed 27-Nov 19:30 PCC 

Thu 28-Nov 10:00 The Thursday Service 

Sat 30-Nov 09:00 Church Cleaning 

Sat 30-Nov 12:00 Advent Fayre 



4 

From the Vicarage 

Over the last few months, the PCCs of Christ Church and St John’s 

have met together three times to consider how we can better work 

together. 

The first two of these meetings were looking at the governance of 

the parishes. We have been considering whether we could be more 

efficient, and thus achieve more by bringing the two parishes into a 

formal relationship or by creating a new, combined parish. For the 

second of these meetings we were joined by Jenny Hollingsworth, 

the Deputy Diocesan Secretary. 

There are no plans to close either of our church buildings, or to stop 

services in them. However, both churches have a reduced number 

of members compared with a few years ago, which means that it 

can be harder to find volunteers to fill key roles. The most obvious 

example of this is that both parishes currently have only one 

churchwarden, and at St John’s we have been unable to fill all the 

vacancies on the PCC. 

Therefore we are looking at schemes which would reduce the 

administrative burden and enable us to concentrate more on 

mission. We have asked the diocese to provide more details about 

what a merger of the two parishes would entail.  

In parallel to this I have been in discussions with Archdeacon Gavin 

and the Southwick Estate to consider revising the parish boundaries 

between Portsdown/Purbrook and Southwick to provide the best 

ministry to the new houses on the Berewood Estate. Most of that 

estate currently falls in Southwick parish, but we would like to 

appoint someone to be based on the estate, who would be part of 

our ministry team in the two parishes. 
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If the PCCs see this as a good potential way forward, we will move 

towards a formal consultation. If it looks like we will be doing this, we 

will hold further meetings to which all church members will be invited. 

At the third meeting of the two PCCs, we looked at how we might 

develop a shared strategy for mission across the two parishes. For this 

we were led by Andrew Hargreaves, the Diocesan Mission Development 

Officer, who encouraged us to think about developing a formal shared 

Mission Action Plan, so that we can be more effective and accountable 

in the way in which we seek to reach out to our communities with the 

good news of Christ. 

We will review this in the new year. Before that the PCCs will meet 

together once more in December, but that will just be for a Christmas 

social! 

Please do pray for the members of the two PCCs in the responsibilities 

that they have. 

Revd Andy Wilson 

Vicar of Christ Church and Priest-in-Charge of St John’s 

 

Curate, Church of the Good Shepherd Crookhorn 

Chaplain, Havant & Waterlooville FC 

 

The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7 
5RS 
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Open Church Coffee Morning  

Friday November 8th 10:00 till 12:00  

join us for a cup of coffee & a slice of cake  

All proceeds go to the building fund  

 

 

Putting God first                 

                Some thoughts for November 

 

Look for opportunities 
to give to those in 
need. To put a smile on 
someone’s face. Give 
and life will give back 
to you tenfold. Be one 
of those people who 
give with an open heart 
without expecting any-
thing in return. 
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Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch  

Will take place on  

Friday 22nd November 12:30pm  

Beef Cobbler with vegetables 

Fruit Crumble and custard 

followed by tea & coffee  

Book your place at back of the church or  

Tel. 02392 789 524  

Do Join us for Remembrance 
Sunday 

at Christ Church  

Portsdown 

On Sunday November 10th 

At 10:30 am 

A Parade Service and laying of 
poppy’s & wreathes at the 

cenotaph in the Commonwealth 
war graves cemetery  

followed by coffee in the church 
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The Parish Prayer meeting is moving!  

For a number of years there has been a monthly meeting to pray for Christ 
Church, covering building works, events like the Summer Festival and Ad-
vent Fayre, appointments of new staff as well as prayer for those mem-
bers of the congregation who are unwell or facing difficulties. From No-
vember the meeting will be happening in church on the first Thursday of 
each month at 10am. Everyone is welcome, there is no expectation to 
pray out loud as we are ably led by June Ames and we pray for half an 
hour followed by coffee together. If you would like to attend but need 
transport, please speak to me (telephone number on back page), and if 
you would prefer to ‘join in’ at the given time from your home or work-
place that would be great too.  

We realise this time is not convenient for a lot of people and would like to 
provide more opportunities to get together to pray. If you have any sug-
gestions, please speak to me, but in the meantime we do usually pray in 
church before each PCC meeting. Even if you are not a PCC member you 
would be most welcome to join us at 7pm on the fourth Wednesday of 
the month, again just for half an hour, to pray through the agenda for that 
evening’s meeting. There is no expectation to pray out loud, but it is very 
encouraging to those who do, to hear a few more ‘Amens’! 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has made the renewal of 
prayer in the church a priority of his ministry. He says: “Prayer is one of 
the most intimate and beautiful activities in which human beings can 
engage, whether alone or with others.” 

Jesus says in Matthew 18:19-20: “I tell you that if two of you on earth 
agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there 
am I with them.” 

I look forward to seeing you at 10am on Thursday 7 th November in 
Christ Church. 

 

Jacqui Wilson 
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From the Editor 

 
 
Its that time of the year again, you know when the sky lights up at night, and 
it sounds as if another war has broken out! 
 
It must be terrible for animals, who don’t understand what is going on, I 
grew up with a sheep dog collie cross who my dad found abandoned in the 
local church yard while on night duty when he was a policeman.  We called 
him Scamp.  I remember he hid under the kitchen table during a thunder 
storm. We didn't have many fireworks then as we didn't have the money but 
I can imagine him being terrified.  Then it was only one night, now it goes on 
for weeks.  Our cats are terrified too, some have hidden behind the settee or 
upstairs on the landing.   
 
So please think of the animals while you are having fun, one or two nights is 
ok but for weeks on end?  I always wonder how it affects people who went 
through the bombing during WW2 and the refugees who have come from 
countries where they have fled from present day bombing. 
 
Sadly we lost another of our little family, Pip was killed on the road outside 
our house, he was five and gave us a lot of joy in his short life.  He was found 
straying opposite Queen Alexandra Hospital at five months old, we never 
found out where he came from. Now he has joined Sadie in our garden. 
 
The hedgehog is still visiting us and the birds are feeding more as it is getting 
colder. 
 
 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 

PIP 
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ADVENT FAYRE 2019  

Saturday 30th November - 12 noon 

to 3.30pm 

With just a month to go, here are this year’s plans.  

Live Church events will be:  

• Keith Fisher, will be available to explain all about the connec-

tions Christ Church has with D Day, and its role as a D Day 

church. 

• Pompey Pluckers will be joining us again 

• Jasper Taylor, Community Team Co-ordinator from the Fire 

Service will talk about Fire Safety in the home (subject to opera-

tional considerations) 

• Lyndon Ford, organist, will be joining us for the first time  

• Gospel Road Choir will perform at the end of the afternoon 

as has become tradition, guaranteed to lift our spirits and send 

us home smiling! 

Prayer Tree and quiet space in church. The tree has become an integral 

part of our Advent and Christmas celebrations. We encourage everyone 

to write a prayer and attach it to the tree at any time during the Festive 

season. Prayer can be very powerful.   

The Kids’ Corner will again be set up in church for the young ones where 

they can take part in craft and activities throughout the afternoon. They 

can have fun, while you relax with a cuppa and enjoy the entertainment. 

There will also be face painting. 

In the Hall there will be plenty there to help you get ready for Christmas 

and where you will find all your favourite stalls (books/dvds, cakes/

sweets, china/glass, crafts, decorations, handbags, jewellery, toiletries, 

tombola, toys/games).  
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Our Grand Raffle just inside the hall offers Christmas hamper prizes of 

all kinds, including, wine, chocolates, Christmas treats, gifts. Don’t miss 

out, make sure you buy your tickets on the day. 

Refreshments will be available in both the hall and the church. So don’t 

forget that cuppa and snack or a piece of homemade cake. 

The Tombola is one of the most popular stalls, so we need lots of prizes 

with a Christmas theme, do you have any gifts, sweets, bottles or jars 

you could donate? 

Volunteers are always welcome to be part of the day. With so many 

activities taking place there is always something that helpers can do 

and/or donate. If you haven’t been involved before why not have a 

word with one of us and see how you can? Perhaps you could help us 

set up or give some time to be on a stall? Or assist with refreshments?  

A BIG welcome awaits everyone at Christ Church as we look forward to 

Advent and the lead up to Christmas. We are always happy to see so 

many of the community be part of our special day. Remember, admis-

sion is free. 

The proceeds from the day will go towards repairs and maintenance of 

our beautiful church. 

God bless you, we look forward to seeing you there! 

Sandra, Sue and Vicky 



12 

When Darkness Comes By Nigel Beeton 

When darkness comes upon our lives 

And death’s black shadow clouds our eyes – 

Our Lord helps us, when news is grim, 

To fear not, and believe in Him. 

Yet sometimes, though we try to pray 

It seems He tarries on the way, 

Though faith grows weak, and vision dim, 

Still fear not, and believe in Him. 

For He, like us, wept tears of woe; 

He cried ‘My God, where are you now?’ 

We only tread where He has been – 

So fear not, and believe in Him 

In grief, in tears, or in despair 

Recall that Jesus is still there. 

O strive not to find faith within, 

But fear not, and believe in Him. 

He’s Lord of Lords and King of Kings 

He is the Ruler of all things – 

He’s triumphed over death and sin, 

We’ll fear not, and believe in Him! 
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Peace 

On the eleventh day of the eleventh month 

The guns had ceased and peace had come, 

Another war with so much loss 

As brave men fought and victories won. 

We honour those who gave their lives 

And took up arms against the foe, 

Not knowing if they would return 

But faithful to the call to go. 

Battles rage throughout the earth, 

It seems that wars will never cease 

Until the day that Christ returns – 

And only then will there be peace. 

The Prince of Peace, Emmanuel 

Will come to end this world of strife 

And as He brings His kingdom in 

He’ll usher in eternal life. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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A HERO OF HIS TIME – CHRIST CHURCH CHURCHYARD HISTORY 

We at Christ Church are very aware of the large graveyard that surrounds 

the church on all sides containing the graves of the deceased of the Parish 

of Portsdown who have passed away over the last 150 years . A Military 

Cemetery was also incorporated into the grounds of the church in 1921 

shortly after the end of the First World War.  In the non - military areas of 

the large grave yard though can be seen many graves  containing military 

personnel  with quite interesting backgrounds, some of their stories have 

been covered in previous editions of the Portsdown Post  by myself as a 

matter of history for the church records. An avid reader  of The News, our 

local Portsmouth daily newspaper, I like to peruse a nostalgia page edited 

by Bob Hind. Bob features pictures & items of interest from local history 

& recently published a photograph showing a cavalcade of cars in 1913 

approaching the top of Portsdown Hill near to the the George Public 

House, it was entitled  Funeral of Captain Wildman Lushington  RMA, 5th 

December 1913.  This procession of vehicles accompanied by many 

pedestrians was heading to Christ Church Portsdown.  I located the grave 

of this Royal Marine Artillery ( RMA) Officer north of the church in 

excellent surroundings maintained by our graveyard gardening team.   

Capt Gilbert Vernon Wildman - Lushington was based at Eastney Barracks 

& was selected during 1912 to be trained as a pilot in the newly created 

Naval Wing of the Royal Flying Corps, he was promoted to acting Captain, 

Flight Commander RFC , & based at the RFC Airfield Eastchurch in Kent .  

Tragically, while piloting a Henry Farman Biplane on 2nd December 1913 

he was killed while attempting to land at Eastchurch Airfield when the 

aircraft fell into a side slip & hit the ground from 50 feet, being 

completely destroyed.  A rear seat passenger Captain Henry Fawcett 

Royal Marine Light Infantry  (RMLI) survived the crash suffering only light 

injuries. This type of aircraft was of extremely flimsy design as were many 

of the early “ Flying Machines “ of that era 
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The fliers & pilots were extremely brave men to leave the ground in what 

became known as “ Stringbag Kites “ & Wildman – Lushington had a reputa-

tion as a daring & capable airman at the time. His fellow officers of the Royal 

Marines in Eastney Barracks dedicated a window in the Royal Marines 

Church of St Andrews, Eastney Barracks  to Capt Wildman - Lushington in his 

memory.  It contained an epitaph similar to that on his gravestone & an im-

age of Gideon a Biblical military leader of great renown.  

St Andrews church located on Henderson Road, Eastney was converted  

to apartments shortly after the Royal Marines vacated the Barracks in the 

1970s. Wildman - Lushington at the time of his death aged 26,  was engaged 

to Miss Airlie Hynes of Southsea, he was one of the first officers to be trained 

for the Naval Wing of the Royal Flying Corps & the first to die while flying on 

military duty . A week or so before his tragic death he had been associated 

with Winston Churchill who was at that time  First Lord of the Admiralty, he 

took Churchill up three times in a biplane, on the third occasion Churchill pi-

loted the aircraft for a short period. On hearing of the tragedy Churchill 

wrote to  Miss Hynes to express his sympathy at her loss with a wreath of 

Laurel,Tuber Roses & Madonna Lilies, inscribed in his own hand “ In deepest 

regret for a gallant officer of achievement & promise, Winston S Churchill“ . 

The Churchill family had great concerns of Winston training as a pilot & he 

ceased flying shortly after the funeral which took place on 5th December 

1913 with full military honours.  400 members of the  Royal Marine Artillery 

formed the detail as the coffin was transferred from Cosham Railway Station 

to the church by gun carriage, there were also funeral parties from HMS Ex-

cellent, the Royal Marine Light Infantry & RN School of Music . 300 officers 

including Admiral Sir Hedworth Meux , Commander in Chief Portsmouth also 

attended. One may ask why was Christ Church chosen as the final resting 

place for this brave officer & history provides the answer.  

 

Continued on next page 
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Christ Church Portsdown  was  built in 1870 at the behest & with the 

patronage of John Deverell  who was at that time Squire of Purbrook.  

Deverell’s motives for building the church on land he purchased from 

the War Office, was to provide for the spiritual needs of the troops who 

manned the five forts built by the Palmerston Government on 

Portsdown Hill.  The forts, completed in 1869 , were garrisoned by men 

of the Royal Marine Artillery  (RMA ) &  Royal Marine Light Infantry 

( RMLI). That link of the Royal Marines who garrisoned the Portsdown 

Forts to Christ Church Portsdown is probably why some notable military  

funerals & burials have taken place in the church yard over the years 

apart from those in the Military Cemetery. The motto of the Royal Flying 

Corps now adopted by its successor the Royal Air Force is inscribed on 

the grave in Latin   PER ARDUA AD ASTRA which translates aptly as  

THROUGH ADVERSITY TO THE STARS .  Capt. Wildman - Lushington was 

one of many young pioneer military aviators who in those very early 

days paid the supreme sacrifice carrying out his duties. 

By Keith Fisher 
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Christ Church Wives 

Wednesday November 13th 

‘Holidays’ 

42c Stakes Road 

Purbrook 

You will be very welcome 

Contact Norma Gibney  (number on back page) 

Ride & Stride 2019 

Thank you to all who sponsored Karen and Linda, 

and to all who manned the church to keep it open on the day. 

We raised £234 

Supported by The National Churches Trust and in partnership 

with County Churches Trusts nationwide, Ride+Stride crosses 34 counties 

and opens the doors to some of Britain’s most rare and unusual building 

Mothers Union 

Mothers'  Union.   Tuesday November 5th at 14.30 

Mrs Dorothy Walsh will talk about her war time code breaking 
work at Bletchley Park.  

Corporate Communion on Thursday November 28th at 10.00.  

Do join us if you can.  
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 The 6.00 Service Refuel 

It is a year ago now that we first started planning this new style of wor-

ship at Christ Church – since then, with positive feedback from those 

attending, it has run on the 4th Sunday every other month and attracted 

many different people not just from Christ Church but across the 

Portsdown Cluster of churches. 

The next Refuel service will be on Sunday 24th November @ 6.00 of 

course!  Why not come along – take this opportunity for a quiet time, a 

time to stop and find refreshment for yourself – refuel your spirits ready 

for whatever comes next.  You’ll be most welcome – just to be still for a 

while; for some quiet music, prayer and times of reflection.  For some 

people this may be a rare opportunity to step away from their busy-

ness, so please talk to others about it.  Look forward to seeing you. 

Sheila Gill 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended an offer to Christ Church 

that if any parishioner takes out a home insurance cover with them before 

31st December 2019 they will donate £130. to our church. 

To view this offer go to their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 and quote 

TRUST 130 

Veterans Breakfast 

12 Oct 2019 saw the gathering of Veterans and current serving members of 
the Armed Forces. Good food and friendship was the order of the day and 
25 members were able to join us.  

The next date will be Saturday 8 February 2020, Doors opening at 1000 hrs 
for sitting down to eat at 1030 hrs.  

If you would like to come along please contact Tracey to confirm your place 
(for catering purposes). 07776256310 tehawkins@icloud.com 

mailto:tehawkins@icloud.com
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  FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY or PORCH PEDESTAL  

for NOVEMBER 2019 

provided by: 

03/11/19 All Saints 

 

10/11/19. Remembrance Sunday 

. 

17/11/19. Mrs Norma Gibney in memory of her hus-
band Tom 

 also, Mrs Doreen Dowle in memory of her 
mother Ethel Hollands and other family 
members 

 

24/11/19. Mrs Sheila Gill in memory of her husband 
Peter 

 also, Miss Rosie Mitchell in memory of her 
mother Margaret and her Auntie Gwen and 
also of Glen 

 

Flower Steward for November 2019 

Jenny Whiteside 02392 376333 
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For the Record :   

Baptisms 
None 

Weddings 

None 

Funerals 
4th October 2019 
Brian Walter STAINTON, died 21st September 2019, aged 82  

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shop-

ping on Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of 

your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ 

Church Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon 

Smile it will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Mission of the Month 

The Simeon’s 

Trustees 
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 25th September 2019 

• The PCC agreed designs for new church notices for use in the large 

blue noticeboard; 

• The PCC agreed to hold another joint-PCC meeting worth St John’s 

Purbrook on 22nd October to develop a joint Mission Action Plan; 

• The PCC received an update from the Vicar on proposed changes 

to the parish boundary of Christ Church to reflect the new Bere-

wood estate development; 

• The PCC agreed to encourage different social and fund raising ac-

tivities in 2020 instead of holding a Summer Festival.  The PCC also 

agreed that a Social Committee should be established to help plan 

for new events and activities to reflect the different age profiles 

within the congregation.  Dee Humphris agreed to co-ordinate ex-

pressions of interest and volunteers/ideas were needed.  It was 

also felt that opportunities to share joint social events with St 

John’s, Purbrook should be encouraged; 

• The PCC agreed dates and timings for Christmas Services.  On Sun-

day 15 December there would be a Christingle Service at 10.30am; 

On Sunday 22 December there would be an evening Carol Service 

at 6.00pm; on 24 December there would be a Family Carol Service 

at 3.00pm with a Midnight Service starting at 11.30pm; On Christ-

mas Day it was agreed to hold one 08.00am Service at St Johns and 

one 10.00am Service at Christ Church; 

• The PCC agreed to the use of the Church for a ‘Just Friends’ group 

of   people ,formerly involved in Girl Guides, on Thursday 12 De-

cember; 

• The PCC agreed to the hire of the Church Hall for the Gospel Road 

Choir Christmas Party; 
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• The PCC reviewed its Safeguarding practices and training arrange-

ments for all relevant individuals; 

• The PCC received a report on finances from the Treasurer and in-

come is slightly higher than expenditure at present; 

• The PCC received a thank you letter from the Mission to Seafarers 

for a donation made by Christ Church; 

• The Vicar updated the PCC on proposed arrangements for increas-

ing the Ministry Team during 2020; 

Graham Olway MBE 

Christ Church PCC Secretary 



Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd Andy Wilson  

Associate Minister Revd Laura Cameron  

Reader (Lay Minister) Sandra Morgan  

Church Warden Stephen Anderson  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office Emma Evans  

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Ismay Doughty  

Christ Church Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


