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Sunday 5th

Epiphany

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion

18:30

New Wine Celebration @ CoGS

Sunday12th

Baptism of Christ

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service

Sunday 19th

Epiphany 2

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion

Sunday 26th

Epiphany 3

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Family Service with Baptism

18:00

Refuel

Morning Prayer Wednesdays 09:00 –09:30
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Tue

07-Jan

14:30

Mothers Union Service & Meeting

Tue

07-Jan

19:30

PCC Standing Committee

Wed

08-Jan

14:15

Christ Church Wives

Thu

09-Jan

10:00

The Thursday Service

Thu

09-Jan

17:30

Building Committee Meeting

Sat

11-Jan

09:00

Church Cleaning

Thu

16-Jan

10:00

Parish Prayer Meeting in church

Fri

17-Jan

14:1

Friday Friends

Sat

18-Jan

09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

18-Jan

09:00

Who Let the Dads Out?

Wed

22-Jan

19:30

PCC Meeting

Thu

23-Jan

10:00

The Thursday Service

Fri

24-Jan

12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Sat

25-Jan

09:00

Church Cleaning
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FROM THE VICARAGE
Welcome to 2020.
The transition from one year to the next is always
marked with reflections on the past and predictions
for the future, perhaps even more so when we move
from one decade to another.
Yes, I know that some will tell you that the new
decade doesn’t start until 2021, but I’m going with
the popular view that the twenties start in 2020!
Whenever the new decade begins, I know that it will be a time of great
change, because every decade that I have lived in has been. And having
been born in 1960, the decades of my life coincide with the decades of
history, so every year ending in a zero is significant for me.
At the beginning of 2010 I was still relatively new into my ministry at
Christ Church, and I don’t think I’d ever been into St John’s! By the time
this decade ends I expect to be retired (although not for a good few years
yet!).
I’m sure that our churches will look very different by the end of the
decade. The Church of England is going through a time of great change,
and we cannot (and should not) hide from it. By 2030, things that we
have taken for granted in our churches for all of our lives may no longer
be happening, whilst new things will.
As you look ahead to this new decade, or even just this new year, you
may do so with excitement or with fear, with anticipation or with
uncertainty. Some of us will have definite plans in place already – maybe
a holiday, or a family wedding, or a hospital appointment. There will be
those who have some tentative plans whilst others will just be waiting to
see what happens.
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None of us can really be sure what the future will bring, but however we
feel about the future, let us remember that we travel towards it
accompanied by a God who created time itself, who is the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End (Revelation
22:13). Whatever the decade has in store for us, we can put our trust in
Him.
Happy New Year!
Revd Andy Wilson
Vicar of Christ Church and Priest-in-Charge of St John’s
Curate, Church of the Good Shepherd Crookhorn
Chaplain, Havant & Waterlooville FC
The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7 5RS
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Putting God first
Some thoughts for January 2020

Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday 24th January 12:30pm
Haggis neeps, tatties etc
and meringue with fruit
tea & coffee
Book your place at back of the church
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Thank you
Young Raymond came home beaming from Sunday School. “The minister said
something awfully nice about me in his prayer this morning,” he told his mother.
“He said: ‘O Lord, we thank you for our food and Raymond’.”

Collecting
An employee asked her boss if he would advance her a few pounds of
next month’s wages, and gave the reason as follows: “You see our minister at church is leaving, and we are collecting money so that we can give
him a little ‘momentum’.”
Zebra
Little James, aged four, was looking at a picture book. When he came to a
picture of a zebra, his mother asked him what animal that might be. Jimmy thought for a moment and then replied: “That’s a horse who has eaten
genetically modified corn.”
Quick
A young husband was in big trouble when he forgot his wedding anniversary. His wife told him, “Tomorrow there better be something in the driveway for me that goes from zero to 200 in two seconds flat”.
The next morning the wife found a small package in the driveway. She
opened it and found brand-new bathroom scales.
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‘Prayer and Bible reading at Christ Church
I am delighted to report that last month’s Prayer meeting on 5th December
was attended by 10 people. The January meeting would usually take place
on 2nd, but we have decided to move it to Thursday 16th January at 10am
in church, everyone is welcome. If you would like to come but need
transport, please let me know, and remember you can join in with our
prayers from wherever you are.
A reminder that anyone is welcome to pray with us for half-an-hour in
church before the PCC meetings – the next one will be at 7pm on
Wednesday 22nd January.
There is also usually at least one person praying in the Prayer Area at
church between 10am and 10.15am on Sunday before the main service,
everyone is most welcome to join in that time, and please remember that
Prayer Ministry is available at every 10.30am service if you would appreciate someone to pray confidentially with you. At other services please
speak to the person leading the service for individual prayer.
You can also write prayer requests and stick them on our new Prayer Requests board at the back of church – these will be offered to God at one
of the services during the week, but are also available for you to read if
you would like to pray for others in our church. This facility has replaced
the Prayer Request book that was on the glass table.
On a slightly different note, did you know that UCB Word for Today notes
are available free of charge at the back of church? The PCC make a small
annual donation to UCB (United Christian Broadcasters) who send us the
quarterly booklets.
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There is a short reflection for each day together with Bible verses which
you can look up and read the context of in your own Bible, and a suggested prayer. I personally find the notes very encouraging, so why not ‘give it
a go’? They are on one of the wire shelves on the side of the glass table at
the back of church – just help yourself!
Jacqui Wilson

Have you any to spare?
As some of you already know, there are a
team of knitters who knit hats and scarfs for
the many merchant sailors who visit these shores.
Because some of them are from warmer climes than the
UK they can be unprepared for the cold weather
especially in winter out at sea.
So the knitters rely on donations of wool, they can use
any ply or colour all will be gratefully received.
Please leave at back of the church for Margaret Baggs.
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From the Editor
The experience of a loved one dying around the time of Christmas and
New Year can be very hard to bear. In our family David’s father died in
the 60’s just before Christmas and my father died at the end of
December just before the millennium. My cousin emailed me to say
my aunt, his mother, had died at the beginning of December.2019
It set me thinking about her life, she was a very quiet, self assured lady
who had experienced upheavals in her life. My aunt was Dutch, a
young woman when Holland was occupied by the Germans. I
remember her saying that it was a waste of time going to the pictures
because all that was shown was propaganda films, and there was a
curfew anyway.
She met my uncle when the British Armed Forces liberated Holland and
he was billeted with her family. They married and he sent her to
England to live with his family because the food situation was so severe
in Holland.
Later in the 50’s they emigrated to Tasmania with their son for a better
life. Years later David and I visited them and my aunt always made
sure to visit us while we were there driving up from Hobart even in her
eighties, she had such a clear memory and was able to tell me things
about my great grandfather and his children that I would have never
found out otherwise.
So at this time of the year I can look back with sad, but fond memories.
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org
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What are you Reading?
Have you read any good books lately?
What is your favourite Christian book and why?
Over our lifetime we all learn so much from what we read, regardless of
the medium and reading is a good way also to grow our faith, our understanding of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit; what it means to be a
Christian; how the Bible is so relevant in our modern world and across
cultures; how to face the challenges of our world and deal with daily life;
stimulating our natural inquisitiveness, although often throwing up more
questions than answers!
We are fortunate in that there is a rich library of writing on which we can
draw to develop ourselves as followers of Christ.
At Christ Church we are blessed in having some great teaching in our regular Church Services and also the opportunity to join a “Home Group” to
study various interesting topics drawing on the writings in the Bible but I
know that many people additionally find great benefit in reading some of
the many inspirational books that are around and would be only too happy to share them or at least recommend.
So we hope that you will tell us about your favourite Christian book or
the one you have just read in the form of a short Book Review to be sent
to the editor and published in a future edition of this magazine. Please
also tell us if you might be prepared to lend your copy to someone else.
Look out for the first Book Review in February – would be great to be
able to publish one every month.
Sheila J Gill
Deputy Churchwarden
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Gods Hands
Our times are firmly in His hands,
The hands that fashioned all that’s made,
Giving life and breath and purpose,
Touching all He came to save.

The hands that gave themselves to nails,
Has gathered sheep that went astray
And raised them up to heavenly places
Waiting for the Coming Day.
As life and years roll on together,
Our times are set, on this we stand,
Secure and safe in God’s own keeping
As none can pluck us from His hand.
By Megan Carter
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Wise Men
Once there were some wise men,
They didn’t know the way,
But they were looking for it.
They followed the star.
They were scholars, they were searchers,
Who didn’t know the truth,
But they were looking for it.
They followed the star.
Although they were wise, they were puzzled,

They didn’t know the meaning of life,
But they were looking for it.
They followed the star.
The star stopped over Jesus.
They were wise men,
They were wise men looking for
The way, the truth and the meaning of life.
They found Jesus.
By Daphne Kitching
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ADVENT
FAYRE 2019
THANK YOU!
We had such an enjoyable time planning and preparing for this year’s
Advent Fayre. All the planning worked, we had amazing support
particularly with the setting up and the clearing away afterwards plus
the distribution of left over items.
The difference it makes to us when people arrive on setting up day and
just get on with things. An amazing group helped us get ready in record
time! Likewise, on the Monday morning another team of volunteers
took away everything that was left and within half an hour it was all
gone! If this was you, then we thank you so much for your help and your
time.
We were delighted to see a lot of people waiting when we opened and
we had hundreds attend throughout the afternoon. Stalls were busy, so
were the Tombola, Draw and Refreshments.
Our thanks to everyone involved in the church events. Lyndon Ford,
organist, Pompey Pluckers, Fire Service for advising on Fire Safety at
home, and of course Gospel Road Community Choir. Keith Fisher had
lots of interest with D Day tours. Our thanks to them all.
Also in the church, we had craft activities in our Kids’ Corner, Face
Painting and our beautiful prayer tree. The tree has become an
important tradition at Christ Church, and it will be in place throughout
the Advent and Christmas seasons. Any time you visit the church please
do write a prayer and tie your tag on to the tree. Our special thanks to
Maria Calway-Kennedy and her husband for donating the tree from their
garden once again.
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It’s impossible to thank individuals for their support so A VERY BIG
THANK YOU to everyone who voluntarily gave up their time, setting up,
running activities, making donations and clearing up after the event, and
everyone that attended, it wouldn’t happen without you!
We will be back again for Advent Fayre 2020, date to be confirmed.
In the meantime, we would like to wish everyone all the very best for
the New Year!
God bless.

Sandra, Sue and Vicky

Ecclesiastical 130
Our church is insured with an insurance company called
Ecclesiastical.
To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer
to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home
insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020they
will donate £130. to our church. To view this offer go to
their website
Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130
and quote
TRUST 130
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Christ Church Wives
Wednesday January 8th
‘Tea & Chat’
We meet at 42c Stakes Road
Purbrook
You will be very welcome
Contact Norma Gibney (number on back page)

Mothers Union
Tuesday January 7th 14.15 in church, followed by tea and cake.
Admission and communion service led by Revd. Andy Wilson and assisted
by Revd. Elizabeth Groves, our M.U. Diocesan President. We will be welcoming new
members and also the members from the St. George's, Waterlooville who will be
joining our branch.
Corporate communion service in church on Thursday January 23rd at 10.00.

Amazon Smile
Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on
Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a percentage to a charity of your choice.
Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose
The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church
Portsdown
As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it
will automatically select Christ Church as your charity
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Holocaust Memorial Day
Holocaust Memorial Day on 27th January marks the 75th anniversary of
the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp. One of the
disturbing questions that arises from the horrors of the Holocaust is
‘where was God when the six million died?’
In his moving memoir, ‘Night,’ Eli Wiesel tells the story of an execution that
the prisoners were forced to witness. Two men and a boy were made to
stand on chairs with nooses around their necks. At the guards’ signal, the
chairs were kicked from beneath their feet. The men died instantly as the
fall broke their necks, but the boy, flailed about, gasping for breath. Wiesel
heard someone cry out, ‘For God’s sake, where is God?’ In that moment,
he heard a voice inside: ‘Where is He? This is where: hanging here from
this gallows’.
As we think of this boy dying on the gallows, we are reminded of another
Jew, who suffered and died on a cross. As the crowd gathered around the
cross, it was Jesus who posed the same question: ‘My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?’ (Matt 27:46).
Jesus became a human being, because God wanted to identify with His lost
and suffering world. He willingly took upon Himself God’s judgment for the
sin of the world, as God turned away from the Son he loved: ‘God made
Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God’ (2 Cor. 5:21).
So where was God when the six million died? The truth is that God is present in our suffering, to identify and suffer with us and to provide help,
hope and meaning to those who suffer. Whatever we go through this New
Year, let’s not forget this truth!
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FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY or PORCH PEDESTAL

for JANUARY 2020
provided by:
05/01/20

Mrs June Finch in memory of her parents,
Henry and Win Bright and Robert (Bob)
Finch.

12/01/20.

Mrs Elsie Tanner in memory of her husband
Robert (Bob)

.
19/01/20.

Mrs Nicola Olway in memory of her parents
Brian and Shirley Stainton and her brother
Adrian.

26/01/20.

Mrs Sheila Gill in memory of her parents
Robert and Winifred Boyd

Flower Steward for December 2019
Ros Molloy
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For the Record :
Baptism
29th December 2019: Theo James Northcott (aged 1 year)
Weddings – none
Funerals - none
A memorial service for Tom Benjamin Dale (died 26th November, aged 90
years) was held in Christ Church on Friday 20th December.

The next veterans breakfast will be
8 Feb 2020
Doors open 1000 hrs for breakfast at 1030 hrs
Christ Church Church Hall.
For catering purposes please do contact Tracey or email
tehawkins@icloud.com if you would like to join us.
We look forward to seeing you.
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A prayer for Love
O Lord, you have brought all your faithful people into a single, universal
family, stretching across heaven and earth. Bind us together with a
spiritual love which is stronger than any human love, that in serving one
another we may neither count the cost nor seek reward, but think only
of the common good.
From the Mozarabic Sacramentary, 3rd century
A waking prayer
Living Lord, you have watched over me, and put your hand on my head,
during the long, dark hours of night. Your holy angels have protected
me from all harm and pain. To you, Lord, I owe life itself. Continue to
watch over me and bless me during the hours of day.
By Jacob Boehme (1575 – 1624)
A Prayer for Humility
O God, since you created everything we can see, hear and touch, may
we constantly acknowledge your bounty. And since you sustain everything we can see, hear and touch, may we always be mindful of your
strength. Thus, may we walk the path of life with a spirit of humility,
knowing that in all things we depend on you.
From the Mozarabic Sacramentary 3rd century
God grant to me that vision clear.
Grant me the sight of heaven and earth –
Quiet rest at night, day’s glorious mirth.
Help me to hear those little things,
Faint, far and clear, rememberings.
So I may learn fully to praise
Thee for my life of happy days.
By J M Westrup
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Associate Minister
Reader (Lay Minister)
Church Warden
Lighthouse
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Christ Church Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Revd Andy Wilson
Revd Laura Cameron
Sandra Morgan
Stephen Anderson
Jackie Quinn
Emma Evans
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Ismay Doughty
Norma Gibney
Ros Molloy
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

