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Sunday 1st

Lent 1

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion in Lent

18:30

New Wine Celebration @ CoGS

Sunday 8th

Lent 2

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Morning Worship

Sunday 15th

Lent 3

08:00

Holy Communion 2

10:30

Holy Communion in Lent

18:00

Revive

Sunday 22nd

Mothering Sunday/Lent 4

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Morning Worship

Sunday 29th

Lent 5

08:00

Holy Communion 1

10:30

Morning Worship

18:00

Refuel
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What’s on in the Parish and Around
Mon

02-Mar 14:00

World Day of Prayer Practice

Tue

03-Mar 14:30

Mothers Union AGM

Tue

03-Mar 19:30

PCC Standing Committee

Thu

05-Mar 10:00

Parish Prayer Meeting in church

Fri

06-Mar 14:00

World Day of Prayer Service

Fri

06-Mar 14:15

Friday Friends

Sat

07-Mar 09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

07-Mar 12:00

Lent Lunch

Wed

11-Mar 14:15

Christ Church Wives

Thu

12-Mar 10:00

The Thursday Service

Thu

12-Mar 17:00

Building Committee Meeting

Sat

14-Mar 09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

14-Mar 12:00

Lent Lunch

Fri

20-Mar 14:15

Friday Friends

Sat

21-Mar 09:00

Who Let the Dads Out?

Sat

21-Mar 09:00

Church Cleaning

Wed

25-Mar 19:30

PCC Meeting

Thu

26-Mar 10:00

The Thursday Service

Fri

27-Mar 12:30

Neighbourhood Lunch

Sat

28-Mar 09:00

Church Cleaning

Sat

28-Mar 10:00

Lent Lunch

Morning Prayer Wednesdays 09:00 –09:30
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From the Vicarage
We are now into the season of Lent and one of the
traditional disciplines of Lent is giving to those who
have need. Ever since Jesus suggested that his
followers should sell possessions in order to give to the
poor, charitable giving has been at the heart of how
Christians have demonstrated their faith.
One expression of this at Christ Church is our support of organisations
like Tearfund (our mission of the month for March) and Christian Aid (on
whom we will focus in May). These organisations seek to do more than
provide financial support, but also, through a combination of education
and campaigning, to bring poverty itself to an end.
That is a big target, but in our 21st century world it should be achievable.
Campaigning is important, because, if it is to happen, it will need action
from those who hold political power.
I was concerned last month to see the appointment of a Secretary of
State for International Development who has, on numerous occasions
expressed scepticism about the value of foreign aid. Anne-Marie
Trevelyan, the fourth holder of this post in the last twelve months, has in
the past responded to discussion about international aid with the
comment ‘Charity begins at home’.
Despite what some think, this is not a biblical proverb. Having said that, it
probably does have its origins in the Bible. In 1 Timothy 5:8, the writer
Paul reminds Timothy that “whoever does not provide for relatives, and
especially for family members, has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever.” This was written in the context of widows falling into
poverty, because their children or grandchildren were not providing for
them.
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Paul’s first instruction to Timothy is that those members of the church
whose mothers and grandmothers were in poverty, should support their
family members. His second instruction was that when there was no
family member to offer such support, then the church should do so.
So while we do have to ensure that we fulfil our responsibilities at home,
we must look beyond, to those who have no-one to care for them,
wherever in the world they may be.
So in hard times, let’s not simply pull up the drawbridge and look after
ourselves, either as individuals or as a nation. Whether we follow Christ
or not, not just in Lent, but at all times, we should all be looking to the
needs of others and encouraging our government to do so as well.
Revd Andy Wilson
Vicar of Christ Church Portsdown

Priest-in-Charge of St John the Baptist Purbrook
Curate, Church of the Good Shepherd Crookhorn
Chaplain, Havant & Waterlooville FC
The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7 5RS
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To beat poverty and injustice, we need to tackle waste
Our world has a rubbish problem
Two billion people in the world’s poorest countries are living and working among piles of waste because their rubbish isn’t collected. That’s one
in four people on the planet who are drinking polluted water, breathing
toxic air and battling sickness. This causes up to a million deaths a year –
and the waste mountains are growing.
Companies are making this worse by selling billions of single-use plastic
products in countries where waste isn’t collected. They know full well
that communities will have no choice but to live among this rubbish or
burn it – which also contributes to climate change.
But this rubbish situation can change, if we act together.
It’s estimated that each of us in the UK throws away 4,000 pieces of plastic each year. Could you make a pledge to reduce your own plastic use?
When we take action, we are valuing the world God has given us and following Jesus in loving our neighbours as ourselves.

Take the plastic pledge
Our Actions send a message

Take the plastic pledge
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We can use our choices – as well as our voices – to urge decisionmakers to make changes that will help people in poverty. Plastic waste
and carbon emissions have a devastating impact on our global
neighbours, contributing to pollution, disease and climate change.
When we show by our actions that we want to live in a fairer and less
wasteful world, we are caring for them and valuing what God has given
us. And we are sending a powerful signal that we want decision-makers
to act.

Could you give up using one type of single-use plastic for 40 days (or
more!)?
Every time we choose not to buy a single-use plastic item (that’s items
that are only intended to be used once), that’s one less thing in a
landfill site, ocean or incinerator – or one less thing shipped overseas
for another country to dispose of.

See Judith Cook’s article on pages 22&23
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THERE’S BOILED, FRIED, POACHED, SCRAMBLED,
AND THERE’S ‘CHOCOLATE’ Eggs!!
Firstly let me thank those of you who supported my Christmas appeal for
the food bank, I’m also very grateful to you for continuing to support it. It
says a lot about our commitment to others as a church and it also shows
support for a church in the wider area. No matter how much support the
food bank gets from surrounding supermarkets, and they are very
generous, the people who staff it are always pleased to see us and take
time to talk to us asking where we are from and then asking about our
church etc. So it’s a show, in a small way, of our solidarity with other
Christians and fits in with the prayer of Jesus that we should all be one.
Now I know we are well into the year and that you are all probably
planning for next Christmas but can I draw your attention to that other
most important festival, especially for us as Christians, Easter!! Last Easter
I made an appeal for Easter eggs, and your response was most generous.
Included in your normal food bank offerings was about 20 chocolate eggs
of various sort which were very gratefully received. Now I’m appealing
(yes I know that already) for you to do the same this Easter. The people at
the food bank tell me that it is just a token to show that children aren’t
side lined, so they aren’t looking for super duper expensive, this is to
impress you eggs.
If I can just point you towards where you can get reasonable eggs then
Tesco are selling a good range of chocolate eggs with various fillings for
£1.50, and I’m sure other supermarkets are doing the same. Wilkinson’s
are also offering eggs at £1 but the choice is limited, the pound and cheap
shops are also offering eggs at a reasonable price. Easter Sunday is the 12 th
of April so if you could have your eggs, and other food bank offerings in
the church by the 5th of April then we can take it all to the food bank on
Monday the 6th ready for distribution before the Easter weekend. If you
aren’t already a supporter of this worthy cause, think about it and pray
about it, and pray for those who receive these gifts. May we all continue
to play our part in carrying out our Master’s commands and may God
richly bless you all.
Dave Fowler
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From the Editor

In other pages of the magazine we have articles about how single use
plastic is affecting peoples lives, and what we can do in our small part to
work towards reversing the effects of pollution. At New Wine 2019
Roger and Linda Banks and myself attended a hog roast provided by
Tearfund. Linda and myself signed their petition against plastic rubbish,
and our reward was a stainless steel water bottle each. I must say water
tastes much nicer than from a plastic bottle so David and I have bought
more so we always have one each when we are out and about.
When I was growing up there were no such things as plastic shopping
bags, I remember my mum had a wicker basket and the vegetables she
bought went straight into that. We try and use permanent shopping
bags, alright they are plastic but strong enough to be reused many
times. I also remember that fizzy drinks came in glass bottles which you
got money back when you returned them. We as children could earn
some pocket money by collecting and returning them to the local shop.
We are fortunate in this country to have our rubbish collected and more
things are being recycled , in some parts of the country waste food,
peelings, bones etc. are collected to be turned into fuel.

Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org.
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Christ Church Neighbourhood Lunch
Will take place on
Friday 27th March 12:30pm
Roast Pork and vegetables
Sticky Toffee pudding & ice cream

Tea& coffee
Book your place at back of the church or
To book or cancel Tel Linda :02392 789 524
For transport Good Neighbours : 0784 2367 490
Ecclesiastical 130
Our church is insured with an insurance company called
Ecclesiastical.
To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer
to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home
insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020they
will donate £130. to our church. To view this offer go to
their website
Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130
and quote
TRUST 130
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Many thanks to everybody who contributes to the running costs of Christ
Church through the Parish Giving Scheme – it really does help having a
regular and reliable income stream. PGS inform us that they are moving
offices, so from Monday 2nd March their new address will be:
76 Kingsholm Road
Gloucester
GL1 3BD
Please also note the following new contact information:
•

Call the helpline telephone number on: 0333 002 1260

•

Email the PGS Administration team at: info@parishgiving.org.uk

Please be assured that after 2nd March any emails, telephone calls and mail
posted to the previous address will be diverted to the new address.

If you might be interested in joining the Parish Giving Scheme and donating
to Christ Church each month by direct debit, please speak to Jacqui Wilson.
It costs around £8,500 per month to keep Christ Church running, so any
additional contributions are always welcome.
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Stone-throwing
(John 8:1-11)
A familiar scene …
Crowds of people with strong views,
clamouring, demanding their way,
intolerant of others

who made different mistakes, different choices.
A raucous, intimidating, egocentric baying for action.
A familiar scene…
Where is the love?
Where is the compassion?
Where is the concern for the common good?
How long Lord, will your teaching be ignored?
How long till the stone-throwing stops?
By Daphne Kitching
Prayer for help and healing
Father,

You are always loving, always generous and kind to your children.
Please have mercy on us in these times of turmoil and division.
Help us to be tolerant and understanding of those who have different,
sincerely-held opinions.
And guide our leaders so that your will be done in our country and in our
relationships with each other and with Europe and the rest of the world.
Lord, have mercy on us, forgive us and heal us. In Jesus name, Amen.
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The Table
The table in our dining room,
Where daily dinners are consumed;
Where Mother serves her wondrous pies!
Where candled cakes light birthday eyes!
That table in our dining room

Now stands against our fiery doom;
Beneath it, we, in trembling fear
Can feel the shocks as bombs fall near.
That table in our dining room
Unseen within the blackout gloom
Dark sentinel of precious lives
As, overhead, the bombers dive.
The table in our dining room,
It could, maybe have been our tomb!
Protects us from our foes up there
Supported by our fervent prayer!
The silence comes – the planes are gone
We thank the Lord with joyful song
As we emerge from our cocoon –
The table in our dining room.
By Nigel Beeton
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World Day of Prayer 2020
This years service is at Christ Church Portsdown Friday 6th
March at 2pm.
The theme 'Rise Take Your Mat and Walk' prepared by the Women of
Zimbabwe.
As we participate in this service we will be part of a great wave of
prayer, as the sun rises over Samoa and ending some 36 hours later back
in the Pacific, as the sun sets over 120 countries and islands around the
world.
Each year the service is by a different country. This year has been
prepared by the Christian women of Zimbabwe, who call us to 'Rise Take
Your Mat and Walk'. We are encouraged to reflect on the difficulties
and unrest that have plagued their country over many years. They share
the challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future,
and invite us to support them as they continue their often turbulent
journey towards full reconciliation.
As we hear their stories, the challenge for them, and for us, is that we
will constantly seek love, peace and reconciliation.
All are invited men, women and children.
Norma Gibney.
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The Story of Zimbabwe
The name Zimbabwe (derived from the Shona words dzimba dza
mabwe) means ‘house of stones’ and one of Zimbabwe’s impressive historical sites is the monument of the Great Zimbabwe, stone structures
of granite, built with great masonry expertise about 900 years ago. It is
thought to have been the capital of the Empire which lasted from 1220
to 1450. There is evidence of a sophisticated civilisation, trading in
cattle, ivory and gold. The ruler Munhumutapa was the first to trade
with the first Europeans to arrive (the Portuguese).
In the 1890s Cecil John Rhodes arrived to exploit the region’s mineral
wealth with his British South Africa Company. He was also responsible
for colonising the area that became Southern Rhodesia. During this period there was a systematic purge of the indigenous population in order
to dispossess them of their land and its rich natural resources. The independence of Zimbabwe came at a huge price as thousands of lives were
lost when people rose against the colonisers.
Resistance to colonial rule continued until mass nationalism began to
take shape in the 1960s. In 1965 the then Prime Minister, Ian Smith, unilaterally declared independence under white minority rule, because
Britain refused to grant Rhodesia independence until it introduced black
majority rule. From 1960 to 1979 there were many influential nationalists including Joshua Nkomo, and Robert Mugabe. In 1979 Ian Smith
formed a unity government with the African National Council, and the
country was christened Zimbabwe-Rhodesia.

Editor: Taken from World Day of Prayer website
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/2020-theme-and-country-zimbabwe/
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Church Magazine Bloomers
You know what they meant, but what they said was..
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What Is Hell?’
Come early and listen to our choir practice.
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several
new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.
The Rector will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing:
Break Forth Into Joy.
The Women’s Tea for next week has been cancelled. We are sorry for any
incontinence this may cause.
The cost of the Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
Parish Supper Sunday at 5pm – prayer and medication to follow.
Don’t forget the Singles Progressive Dinner. Attire is optional.

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend
him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
Ladies, please don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married last weekend in the church.
So ends a friendship that began in their school days.
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person
you want remembered.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 pm. Please use the
back door.
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 pm at the Baptist Church. Please use the
large double door at the side entrance.
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Christ Church Wives
Wednesday March 11th
The Rev Janette Smith will give an
Easter talk
38 Down End Road, Drayton
You will be very welcome
Contact Norma Gibney (number
back page)

on

Mothers' Union
Tuesday March 3rd 14.30 in the small hall
A. G. M. and raffle.
Corporate communion on Thursday March 26th
at 10.00

LENT LUNCHES
Please join us for home made soup, roll and cheese and tea or coffee and
help us to support Tear Fund and M. U.'s A.F.I.A. (Away From It
All ).holidays.
These will take place in the church hall from 12 noon to 1.00 on the following Saturdays
March 7th, March 14th, March 28th and April 4th.
With thanks and we hope to see you.
Ros Molloy and all M. U. members
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BOOK(S) REVIEW
THE DAILY STUDY BIBLE SERIES BY
WILLIAM BARCLAY
Following on from Sheila’s excellent introductory article in last months
magazine reviewing ‘Enjoying the presence of God’ My offering is a series
of books that I can highly recommend. Leading a home group means I
need all the help and source material I can get and my main go to sources
are those by William Barclay. He deals mainly with the books of the New
Testament, but he has covered other subjects such as prayer. To mention
just a few of his studies that he covers, there are the four gospels, Acts,
Jude, Galatians and Ephesians etc. The studies are a progression through
whichever book of the bible being studied and are broken down into
chapters, sometimes portions of chapters so you don’t get overwhelmed
with masses of words on the page in front of you. Each study starts with
an introduction and then, perhaps a biography of the writer. Depending
on the book you get a background of the area that is being studied such as
Corinth, the conditions at the time and the church, or people, to who the
letter is written to and this tends to give you more information about the
people named in the book, and their backgrounds, as well as those from
other parts of the Bible.
This has been particularly helpful to my home group as it’s helped them to
put the characters mentioned throughout the bible in the historical
context of the wider scriptures and also helped us understand the
relationship and family connections with others in the bible. I have been
told that Barclay’s theology is suspect in places, well I’m not a theologian
so I’m happy with what he writes but I feel sure that Andy,if asked, could
fill you in on the finer points of Barclay’s theology!! If you are looking for a
simple book, or books, to help you study the scriptures thus helping you
understand your faith, its customs and mysteries and a greater
understanding of who our God is then these studies will help you. Like
Sheila I’m prepared to lend out any of the books I have. God bless you all
in your continuing search for truth and your ongoing pilgrimage.
Dave Fowler
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Editor: Sometimes during Lent people meditate on a passage of scripture. Here is a favourite Psalm, looked at with light-hearted modern
Christian eyes….
What Psalm 23 is really all about
The Lord is my Shepherd – THAT’S RELATIONSHIP!
I shall not want – THAT’S SUPPLY!
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures – THAT’S REST!
He leadeth me beside still waters – THAT’S REFRESHMENT!
He restoreth my soul – THAT’S HEALING!
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness – THAT’S GUIDANCE!
For his name sake – THAT’S PURPOSE!
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death – THAT’S
TESTING!
I will fear no evil – THAT’S PROTECTION!
For thou art with me – THAT’S FAITHFULNESS!
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me – THAT’S DISCIPLINE!
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies –
THAT’S HOPE!

Thou anointest my head with oil – THAT’S CONSECRATION!
My cup runneth over – THAT’S ABUNDANCE!
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life –
THAT’S BLESSING!
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord – THAT’S SECURITY!
Forever – THAT’S ETERNITY
19
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For the Record :
Baptism
23rd February 2020: Lucas Christopher PORTER, aged 1 year
Weddings
none
Funeral
12th February 2020: Bryan SCARTH, died 9th January 2020, aged 87 years

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY!
Harvest Hoedown

Saturday 26th September 2020, 7pm
to 10.30pm
Barn Dance + meal, Church hall
Advent Fayre 2020
Saturday 28th November 2020, 12
noon to 3.30pm
MORE DETAILS WILL FOLLOW
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Plastic Free Lent Challenge
At last month’s Mother’s Union meeting we had a talk on The 4 R’s, (that is
Reducing, Reusing, Recycling and Reclaiming the energy) as they are applied to single use plastic. Here are some of our ideas to help you as you try
to go plastic free for Lent.
When out shopping
Buy soap not liquid hand wash or shower gel
Don’t buy eggs in a plastic egg box
Buy cooking oil in a glass bottle
Buy mayo, tomato sauce etc in glass bottles
Don’t buy spready butter in plastic tubs
Try to buy fruit & veg loose, not packed in plastic bags

Don’t buy “over packaged” biscuits
As far as I know Weetabix is the only cereal wrapped in paper
Don’t buy soft drinks in plastic bottles
Buy powder in a cardboard box for washing your clothes
Buy a deodorant that’s in a glass bottle
Take your own container to buy meat & fish from the counter rather than
buying pre-packed in plastic trays
Life Style Choices
Make your own yoghurt instead of buying it in plastic pots
Use a casserole dish with a lid instead of clingfilm, or use beeswax wraps
instead to store food in the fridge2
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Use proper reusable containers to freeze food not single use plastic bags.
Avoid “Takeaways” most of which use lots of plastic
Use a refillable water bottle
Always keep a spare shopping bag in the car and a folding bag in your pocket or handbag
Don’t use WIPES!!!
Say no to plastic drinking straws
Say no to plastic red noses!
Get the menfolk in your family who shave to avoid using disposable razors
(or grow a beard!)
Don’t buy gifts that have a lot of plastic packaging
Use PAPER gift wrap not plasticised

Avoid glitter on cards & gift wrap

Generally speaking, if it’s plastic think twice before buying it!
Obviously some of these suggestions are easier to implement than others,
but remember, “every little helps!”

Judith Cook
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Associate Minister
Reader (Lay Minister)
Church Warden
Lighthouse
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Christ Church Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Revd Andy Wilson
Revd Laura Cameron
Sandra Morgan
Stephen Anderson
Jackie Quinn
Emma Evans
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Ismay Doughty
Norma Gibney
Ros Molloy
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

