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FROM THE VICARAGE 

There are not really words that are adequate to de-

scribe the times that we are living through. The 

Coronavirus pandemic has brought with it confusion 

and fear across the world. We have followed the 

instructions from the Archbishops and the Bishop of 

Portsmouth and closed our church buildings.  

We often say that the church is not a building, but a 

group of people. Now is the time for us to live this out. It is challeng-

ing to think what it means to be the church when not only are our 

buildings closed, but all our meetings are cancelled.  

We need to look at new ways of worshipping. At the moment I am 

streaming an online service each Sunday morning, but I encourage 

you to think about how you supplement that. Take a look at https://

www.portsmouth.anglican.org/digital-prayer-resources/ for links to 

pages that will help you to pray and worship. If you have children at 

home then there are some great ideas at https://

www.portsmouth.anglican.org/coronavirus/children-young-people/ 

We also need to look at new ways to care, both within the church and 

beyond. Do pick up the phone and check on your friends and neigh-

bours. Often a friendly voice can make a huge difference to 

someone’s day.  

In all this we must ALL follow the Government guidelines, for as long 

as we are told that we need to. This means, that if we do not need to 

travel for essential work, we should stay indoors apart from essential 

shopping (to be done as infrequently as possible), medical needs and 

exercise once a day. Some of you will be completely self-isolating. 

If you are unwell, or struggling with isolation, or worried about what 

is going to happen to you or those you love, then please know that 

you are in my prayers. Do call me if you if I can support you in any 

way. 
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Please join me in praying for those who are ill, and those who are work-

ing in our hospitals to care for them. As we do so we remember that alt-

hough the church is dispersed at this time, we remain one in Christ. 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the mem-

bers of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in 

the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body… and we were all 

made to drink of one Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13) 

 

Revd Andy Wilson 

 

Vicar of Christ Church and Priest-in-Charge of St John’s 

Curate, Church of the Good Shepherd Crookhorn 

Chaplain, Havant & Waterlooville FC 

 

The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7 
5RS 
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From the Editor 

 

 

 

Welcome to a very different looking Portsdown Post. 

As we all have been instructed to stay home I won’t be able to print a 

hard copy for a while, but don’t worry, I will be catching up WHEN this is 

all over and a printed copy will be available to all who request it.  For the 

moment a version will be available on our website.  For those of you who 

have a laptop or tablet with internet access you will be able to follow the 

link our website manager Matt has provided. 

For those who have a mobile phone with internet access you can still 

access it.  Please spread the word to people who are unfamiliar to using 

the internet, unfortunately this can only be by telephone as human 

contact isn't advisable at this time. 

David and I just managed to get home from Wales to get some shopping 

in (and a few coffee’s!) before ‘lockdown’.  Amazon has been great at 

delivering things like cat food and coffee although we were curled up 

laughing when they made their very first delivery mistake in years when I 

found on the door step a very large bag of fish food instead of the dried 

cat food I had ordered,  I contacted them by email and straight away they 

came back with the reply ‘we are very sorry, no need to return the item 

and we will refund the money into your account’. 

So if you know anyone who keeps fish (the pond type) they are welcome 

to it (when it is safe to do so) with our complements. 
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Needless to say, the Brecon Beacons were as beautiful as ever, we arrived 
in time to see lambs with their mums, and the second week they were 
moved to the field opposite  our balcony so I was able to see and hear 
them to my fill.  Conversing with my cousin on WhatsApp, I sent her a 
picture and she replied with a photo of a new born lamb she had 
witnessed being born in February when she was in the same area in 
February.  Her parents and grandparents all lived in the Brecon area 
when she was growing up. 

As I write this the sun is shining and the birds are busy feeding,  I saw a 
blackbird helping himself to some of my coir wall basket lining,  I guess 
there must be a nest nearby.  Fortunately Squinney doesn't seem very 
interested in them,  he loves watching the sparrows from our front 
windows as they feed on fat balls hanging from a shrub just outside.  
After being shut up in the cattery twice this year he is more in than out 
and does a lot of snoozing on my chair in the front room! 

As you can see most of the articles in this magazine are either from ‘the 
Parish Pump’ a lifeline for magazine editors, or from the websites of MAF 
(Mission Aviation Fellowship) our Mission of the Month, or something  
Tearfund sent me about Tap Twinning.  Please feel free to send me 
articles for the May magazine (link to the email bellow) 

 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org. 

Thank you for the Easter Eggs donated to 
Food Bank, we did a delivery on the 
Monday before lock down and they were 
all very grateful, some will be too late for 
Easter, but don’t worry they will be given  
out to the children as and when. 
 
Ruth 



6 

Canon J John 

If you have half an hour to spare, do try  Facing the Canon on youtube.  J 

John interviews a number of interesting people with regard to their lives 

and how God has intervened and lead them. 

This interview is with Tim Saiet, tracing his story with several years ser-

vice in the Royal Marines to skiing instructor and then amazingly to be-

ing an illusionist and magician in the entertainment business.  He 

thought that he had made it in life, then a series of events made him 

think again. God had other plans for Tim. 

In your browser, type in youtube Facing the Canon and click Uploads to 

show all available videos. 

Scroll down to Tim Saiet and enjoy! 

Take the plastic pledge 

https://www.tearfund.org/about_you/action/lifestyle/
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Another Facing the Canon interview is with Jodie Collins who has been 

a Christian from a young age. She describes some pivotal moments in 

her life as God takes her on a spiritual journey to realising His purpose 

for her. 

From a privileged background with high aspirations in terms of a career, 

discover what God had in mind for her and her family. 

Pauline Letters 

 

 

https://www.tearfund.org/about_you/action/lifestyle/
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Palm waving 
It was Palm Sunday, but five-year-old Jamie stayed at home with mum 
because of a bad cold. When his father and sisters returned, they were 
carrying several palm fronds. His sister explained:  “People held them 
over Jesus’ head as He walked by.” 
“That’s not fair!” Jamie protested. “The one Sunday I don’t go, and He 
shows up!” 
Higher power 
A Sunday school teacher said to her children, “We have been learning 
how powerful kings and queens were in Bible times. But there is a high-
er power. Can anybody tell me what it is?” 
One child blurted out, “Aces!” 
The Lord is my Shepherd 
A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise 
one of the most quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the 
youngsters a month to learn the Psalm, but little Charles did not find it 
easy to memorise much of anything. 
On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front 
of the congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began 
proudly, “The Lord is my Shepherd….” He knew that much, but the rest 
of the Psalm suddenly deserted him.  So he concluded bravely: “… and 
that’s all I need to know.” 
Don’t break’em 
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to 
her brother in another part of the country. “Is there anything breakable 
in here?” asked the postal clerk. 
The lady paused for a moment. “Only the Ten Commandments,” she 
said politely. 
Environmentally friendly transport 
While driving in the countryside, a family caught up to an old farmer 
and his horse-drawn cart. The farmer obviously had a sense of humour, 
because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign: 
‘Ecologically efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do not 
step in exhaust.’ 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020they 

will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go to 

their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 
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Many thanks to everybody who contributes to the running costs of Christ 

Church through the Parish Giving Scheme – it really does help having a 

regular and reliable income stream. PGS inform us that they are moving 

offices, so from Monday 2nd March their new address will be: 

76 Kingsholm Road 

Gloucester 

GL1 3BD 

Please also note the following new contact information: 

• Call the helpline telephone number on:  0333 002 1260  

• Email the PGS Administration team at: info@parishgiving.org.uk 

Please be assured that after 2nd March any emails, telephone calls and mail 

posted to the previous address will be diverted to the new address. 

If you might be interested in joining the Parish Giving Scheme and donating 

to Christ Church each month by direct debit, please speak to Jacqui Wilson. 

It costs around £8,500 per month to keep Christ Church running, so any 

additional contributions are always welcome. 
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Easter Story  

The thud of nails on open palms, 

‘Father forgive’ was all He said, 

‘Finished’ was His final cry, 

As death approached God bowed His head. 

Born of a woman He entered our world, 

Fully man yet fully divine, 

Such is the mystery beyond comprehension 

That One such as this should step into time. 

He came to die and rise again 

The first fruits of the Father’s love, 

That man should follow in His train 

On wings of light to realms above. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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The Changing 

Reflections of Mary (Mark 16:1-8) 

Our eyes seeing the same mountains, 

The gentle touching of our hands, 

Simply breathing the same air, 

Pleasures unrecognised till now, 

Gone…. 

In the changing. 

In the certainty of our grieving, 

You surprise us, Lord, 

You are not where we know that you should be. 

In the moving of the stone, Lord, 

You surprise us, 

In our sorrow, we don’t see your victory. 

But you told us, Lord, 

Prepared us for the changing, 

In your grace, foretold the triumph of your death. 

In the changing from despair to resurrection 

You surprise us and transform us 

By rebirth. 

Our opened eyes can see beyond the mountains, 

Now we’re held forever in your arms, 

The air we breathe is your life-giving Spirit, 

Gloriously given……. 

In the changing. 

 

By Daphne Kitching  
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Nigel Beeton writes:  I’m privileged to be on the intercessions team at St 

Mary’s in Bury St Edmunds, which means that I get to lead the prayers 

sometimes. Timothy urges us not to neglect our intercessions: “I urge then, 

first of all, that prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all 

people…” (1 Tim 2:1) and truly there is power and strength to be found when 

we come to our loving God in prayer: 

Intercession 

Pray for your neighbours – lift them to the Lord! 

Thank Him for all that they have done for you! 

Claim for your friends the promise of His Word; 

In intercession we find strength anew. 

Ask of the Lord, and surely you’ll receive 

Seek now His will, and surely you will find 

Knock at His door, and truly we believe 

In intercession we see God is kind. 

Come to the Lord, for He is always there! 

Our worries, cares, and our concerns we bring; 

O waste no time, just come to Him in prayer 

In intercession we find God the King! 
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Mission of the Month 

With the ever-increasing impacts of globalisation, 
languages are increasingly under threat. 

In fact, every two weeks an indigenous language disappears, taking with it an 

entire cultural and intellectual heritage. 

In Wanakipa, a bush village deep in the mountains of Papua New Guinea (PNG), 

Harriette Knigge is asked for Tok Pisin Bibles as soon as she steps off an MAF 

plane. She sets up a stall in the shade and is immediately surrounded by people. 

Every Bible is sold within minutes. 

It is so important to hear and read the Bible in the language of your heart. 

Harriette says, ‘We ask for 10 kina, about 2.50 euros per Bible — equivalent to 

half a day’s pay — if you have work.' 

'Most people in the bush live from their garden, there is no money here. But it’s 

not the money people are willing to give that touches me,’ Harriette continues. 

‘It is more the overwhelming desire to read God’s Word. Missionaries give their 

lifetime to translate the Bible into the local language.’ 

One woman told her, ‘It is so important to hear and read the Bible in the 

language of your heart. Because then it is not about the God of English or the 

God of Dutch, it is about the God of your own life, the God who speaks your 

language .’Pause for prayer 

Every MAF flight in PNG includes a box of 

Bibles in Tok Pisin — the country’s national 

language. But there are more than 800 local 

dialects still to receive a dedicated translation. 

Pray for interpreters to read and write the 

Word of God in many more mother languages 

in PNG and throughout the world. 
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Church minister was inspiration behind ‘Great Escape’ 

A Church of Scotland minister nicknamed ‘Padre Mac’ has been named 
as the inspiration behind the Great Escape. 

The Revd Professor Murdo Ewen Macdonald’s “fiery sermons” motivat-
ed the famous breakout of a German Prisoner of War camp in March 
1944, according to an author. 

Dr Linda Barker said the Great Escape is often heralded as a plan mas-
terminded by English officers, and the theme tune to the 1963 film of 
the same name is sung by England football fans. 

The theologian has been given credit for a minor role in hiding tunnel 
sand in the famous break-out over the course of a year. However, the 
historian claims his influence was possibly far more significant, as he 
had previously made his own escape while in transit to a PoW camp. 

He was a chaplain for the men of Stalag Luft III, including RAF Squadron 
Leader Roger Bushell, who has always been known as the mastermind 
of the Great Escape. 

Dr Parker is the author of “Nearer My God to Thee: Airborne Chaplains 
in the Second World War,” which examines the full story of padres who 
accompanied the airborne forces to all theatres of war between 1942-
1945. 

“Murdo Ewen Macdonald, known as Padre Mac, may have been the 
‘inspiration that led to many great escapes’ during the Second World 
War,” she said. “He was moved to Stalag Luft III, where the Great Es-
cape would take place in March 1944.  Here, he befriended Roger Bush-
ell, and Harry ‘Wings’ Day, both instigators and organisers of the Great 
Escape. 

“As a chaplain, he would have had access to all the troops and would 
have been able to speak with them, in confidence, to motivate them 
with the story of his own escape attempt 
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Ven John Barton, commenting on coronavirus.  
The spread of Coronavirus  
Thorough and frequent hand washing with soap and water is 
recommended by the World Health Organisation as the first step to prevent 
the spread of the Coronavirus. 

I don’t know who first said, “Cleanliness is next to Godliness”, but you 
won’t find that phrase in the Bible. Ritual washings are practised by many 
religions, but they usually signify spiritual cleansing, not physical 
sanitisation. Piety isn’t a substitute for hygiene, nor vice versa. 

The Coronavirus, now called Covid-19, has been a daily news item for 
months, with the result that fear is spreading more rapidly than the disease 
itself. Stock markets throughout the world have plummeted; sales of 
disinfectant have soared. Sports fixtures have been cancelled, whole towns 
have been quarantined and worldwide trade is threatened. 

Statistics change hourly, so anything quoted here will be out of date by the 
time you read it, but we need to put this plague (if that is what it is) into 
perspective. Do you remember the Ebola epidemic which swept through 
regions of Africa from 2014 onwards? More than one in three sufferers died 
from that virus, but there’s now a vaccine which can be used when Ebola 
threatens. Past influenza pandemics have been nowhere near as severe. 
‘Asian Flu’ in 1957, led to 3,550 deaths in England and Wales, or something 
like 2.4% of actual cases. In 2009, the fatality figure for the swine flu 
epidemic was about 0.026%. The figures for today’s Covid-14 virus suggest 
that around 80% of cases are mild, 14% develop severe symptoms, 4% 
become critically ill and the death rate is 2%. 

This virus was first publicised by Doctor Li Wenliang, who was detained and 
censured by the Chinese police for “spreading false rumours”. Although he 
himself subsequently died of the disease, there can be no doubt that his 
courage saved many lives. There are echoes here of words from St John’s 
Gospel: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.” As for the people of China where the virus originated, the Bishop 
of Newcastle, Christine Hardman, tweeted a Sri Lankan poster, which shows 
the right Christian attitude. It says, “HATE THE VIRUS, NOT THE CHINESE.  
Let’s pray for them instead”.                    Amen. And do wash your hands. 
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Message from Tearfund 
campaign to Stop The Spread of Coronavirus 
Vulnerable communities need more than a 

clean loo in order to thrive. 

Toilet, taps and training are a lifesaving trio 

that help flush away poverty. 

And when it comes to stopping the spread of coronavirus (Covid-19) in 

the communities where we work, taps (for hand washing) and training 

(to understand how viruses spread) are vital.  

That’s why we’re stepping up our hygiene training worldwide in 

response to coronavirus – teaching communities how to wash their 

hands correctly and to limit the spread of the virus. But we need your 

support to help make this happen. 

That’s where Tap Twinning comes in. It’s like Toilet Twinning – but with 

taps!  

Here’s how it works: Your £60 donation will help provide hygiene 

promotion and support in vulnerable communities across more than 45 

countries. So people know how to protect themselves from Covid-19 

through handwashing and good hygiene. 

Every time you look at the certificate on your kitchen or bathroom 

windowsill, you’ll know that you have helped vulnerable communities 

that need our support the most. People whose immune systems are 

weakened because of poverty and malnutrition; people who don’t have 

ready access to healthcare. 

Help us stop the spread. Twin your Tap 

today! 

Toilets, taps and training – a lifesaving trio 

We are flushing away poverty,  

one toilet at a time. 

https://www.toilettwinning.org/ 
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From church notice-sheets: 

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Brown, our children’s minister, 

to come forward and lay an egg on the altar. 

Baptisms: after Easter, the North and South ends of the church will be 

utilised. Children will be baptised at both ends. 

Coming up:  Theological Open House. We discuss thought-provoking 

topics. Your opinions are hardly welcome. 

Next Sunday Mrs Brown will sing a solo at the morning service before the 

vicar preaches on the subject of ‘Terrible experiences and how to survive 

them’. 

Players picked for St Andrew’s darts team will be pinned to the board on 

Thursday. 

All in the month of APRIL 

It was: 

500 years ago, on 6th April 1520 that Raphael, Italian Renaissance artist 

and architect, died, aged 37. (Unknown illness.) 

250 years ago, on 7th April 1770 that William Wordsworth, British 

Romantic poet, was born. He was Poet Laureatte 1843-50. 

200 years ago, on 8th April 1820 that the famous Ancient Greek statue of 

the Venus de Milo was discovered on the island of Milos in the Aegean. 

150 years ago, on 22nd April 1870 that Vladimir Lenin, Russian communist 

politician and revolutionary was born.  First head of state of the Soviet 

Union, founder of the Russian Communist party, leader of the Bolshevik 

Revolution, and founder of Comintern (Communist International). 

100 years ago, on 25th April 1920 that Britain was assigned the Mandate 

for Palestine.  It officially took control of Mandatory Palestine in 

September 1923 and held it until the creation of the state of Israel in 1948. 
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For the Record :   
Baptisms –none 

Weddings – none 

Funeral 

27th March 2020: Henry (Harry) William Patrick ROOKE, died 5th March 

2020, aged 88 years  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY! 

Harvest Hoedown 
Saturday 26th September 2020, 7pm 

to 10.30pm 
Barn Dance + meal, Church hall 

 
Advent Fayre 2020 

Saturday 28th November 2020, 12 
noon to 3.30pm 
 

MORE DETAILS WILL FOLLOW 
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Highlights of PCC Meeting on 4th March 2020 

• The PCC noted that a new main noticeboard had been erected and 

thanks were expressed to all involved; 

• The PCC noted that a variety of social activities were being planned 

by the Social Committee and opportunities to link with the Social 

Committee of St John’s, Purbrook were being developed; 

• The PCC noted that repair work to the Church Hall roof was under-

way; 

• The Vicar updated the PCC on the progress in getting a Minister for 

the Berewood development; 

• The PCC noted that nominations were needed for two churchward-

ens, two deanery synod representatives and four PCC Members; 

• The PCC agreed to the arrangements for a short course called 

‘Talking Jesus’ which would involve three sessions of two hours and 

include video and discussions.  The course was likely to be held in 

June; 

• The PCC agreed to the arrangements for a course in the autumn 

called “Christianity Explored’; 

• The PCC agreed to include a new Mission Support organisation 

called ‘Alabare’ for former veterans in the south of England and 

Wales; 

• The PCC agreed to support the ‘JustOne’ and ‘Schools Mission’ 

events in the area with a £50 donation to each; 

• The PCC noted that progress with the Church drive was slower than 

expected but progress on other buildings matters had been made; 
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• The PCC noted that the Havant Deanery has reported all parishes in 

the area had met their Parish Share payments to the Diocese; 

• The PCC agreed to produce a simple information postcard on future 

events and services to be given out to all new visitors after services at 

Christ Church. 

Graham Olway MBE 

Christ Church PCC Secretary 



Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd Andy Wilson  

Associate Minister Revd Laura Cameron  

Reader (Lay Minister) Sandra Morgan  

Church Warden Stephen Anderson  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office Emma Evans  

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Ismay Doughty  

Christ Church Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


