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Matt Grove will join us as Curate 

during July 2020. Here he 

introduces himself: 

It was great to meet some of you when 

I last visited Christ Church earlier in the 

year. None of us could have imagined 

back then how things would work and 

how different life would look now for 

us all.  

For me, that means a postponement of my ordination, a delay in my 

move into the Parish, and sadly that I will have to wait a little longer to 

meet you all and for us to get to know each other. In the meantime, 

here is a little something about me by means of introduction and so 

that you know something of what you are letting yourselves in for! 

I was born and bred in Hedge-End and have lived there all my life. I 

came to faith nearly ten years ago. Although I might have described 

myself as a Christian before, this was when faith became real to me 

and impacted on how I lived my life. This was the start of a life 

changing time that has led me to reconciliation, forgiveness and a 

greater sense of meaning and purpose. About seven or so years ago I 

first started to explore a call to Ordained Ministry. This led me back to 

education, studying in the evenings for three years and doing two 

years at Winchester University studying Theology and Ethics, before 

being recommended to train for ordination.  

My training for Ordination was undertaken at Wycliffe Hall Oxford. The 

first two years were on a mixed-mode pathway, meaning two days of 

study at college and a private study day, mixed with the remainder of 

the week engaged in ministry in two different parishes within the 

diocese of Winchester.  
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My final year was a full-time residential year in Oxford. These three years 

have been incredibly informative and formational, and there is a great 

privilege in learning from people like Michael Green, and more recently 

Tom Wright. However, I think it is perhaps my personal formation and 

discipleship in this time that has reminded me of God’s provision and 

purpose and that has ultimately drawn me ever more closer to him and 

to a deeper awareness of his love and grace. This is the foundation 

through which I come to minister the gospel of grace which I embrace. I 

am also a strong believer in fun and joy having their place and 

importance in and amongst the seriousness of church life. I could be 

described as an evangelical, however it’s not a label that I wear 

particularly comfortably, because I find a depth of expression in the 

breadth of tradition and churchmanship, there is always a beauty in 

sharing in that together.   

Much of my time is also spent with my four children. My wife and I 

separated nearly two years ago, so I have since developed a new pattern 

to life which enables me to spend quality time with my children. In my 

leisure time I also love to walk and explore, I like to read, I love a beer 

and takeaway or a coffee out, I like my football, but coming from the 

other end of the M27 I’m maybe best to keep that quiet! I really look 

forward to meeting you all and to everything that the next few years has 

in store as we witness to the gospel together.  

With love and best wishes, 

Matt  
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From the Editor 

Recently I was cooking Sunday breakfast/brunch 

feeling quite low (Sundays are so strange in 

lockdown) when I put some music on via my phone and it 

came up with some tracks by Hillsong, a Christian church who started in 

Australia.  I was instantly uplifted by the beautiful words of praise they 

were singing to God and joined in by singing the words. 

This month thousands of Christians would have been travelling to the 

New Wine Conference in Peterborough.  It is a wonderful experience to 

be able to share praise, worship and learning with so many people of all 

ages and all walks of life.  A real community living in tents and caravans 

sometimes in sunshine and sometimes in rain.   

It takes me back to when, as a young teenager, I first realised that I 

wanted to follow Jesus.  I went to a Pentecostal church where the 

congregation were mainly from the British West Indies and boy could 

they raise the roof with their singing and worship! 

But some Sundays I would attend evensong at St Albans Cathedral I 

worked opposite the cathedral and would sometimes go in to pray during 

my lunch time, so it seemed natural to go there on a Sunday as well. 

That initial education gave me an open mind about the way people liked 

to praise and worship God, and that Christians can come from all 

backgrounds we all love God and what He has done for us through His 

son Jesus. 

Maybe ‘Next Year New Wine?’ 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org. 
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Lockdown in Bethlehem 

The Covid-19 pandemic has taken a heavy toll of death and illness around 

the world. However, the statistics don’t always tell the full story. 

On the face of it, Palestine has escaped lightly, with only two deaths and 

under 400 cases at the time of writing; but the economic impact on the 

people has been devastating. 

This is particularly true of the Christian artisans in and around Bethlehem, 

who make their living carving nativity sets, crosses and other souvenirs 

from olive wood for sale to tourists and pilgrims. It’s a tradition that 

started early in the 14th century, when the Franciscans first settled in 

Bethlehem. They brought in Italian wood carvers who taught local people 

how to make olive wood carvings for pilgrims, and the craft has been 

handed down within families ever since. 

A group of Christian pilgrims from Greece brought Covid-19 to Palestine 

in late February. The first local cases in Bethlehem were discovered on 

5th March, and within 48 hours the city was locked down, with no visitors 

coming in or out, the churches, mosques, shops and schools all closed. 

That may seem an extreme reaction, but Palestine’s healthcare system is 

fragile. If the virus spread through the crowded refugee camps it could be 

unstoppable. 

With no tourists coming in, the artisans have no income. They are 

growing vegetables in their back gardens to survive. The lockdown was in 

place until early June, but even then, tourists will not be visiting for 

months, perhaps a year or more. Their only hope is to sell overseas. 

‘Made in Bethlehem’ is a part-time not-for-profit fair-trade business 

importing the work of these artisans from two fair-trade wholesalers in 

Bethlehem.  The prices are set to just cover the costs of buying, shipping 

and selling. If you would like to help the Christian artisans of Bethlehem, 

please visit the online shop at Facebook, @MadeInBethlehem  or email 

made.in.bethlehem@gmail.com 
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Mission of the Month –July 2020 Mission to Seafarers 

Readers of my articles in previous years will know that some 90% of the 

things we could not live without  - including food, fuel, medicines, raw ma-

terials, clothes and household goods are transported by sea.  We have 

much to thank all Seafarers who do this essential job for, without which our 

Country would grind to a halt.  For much of the time they are out of sight 

and out of mind, but while the core job itself does not change much the 

conditions and circumstances can vary considerably.  It is a lonely and dan-

gerous job which the World-wide Covid19 pandemic has exacerbated.  Per-

haps in the long history of the Mission to Seafarers, not even war has had 

such a sudden, unexpected and profound impact.  Sustaining work at the 

front line has become difficult or impossible.  What follows are the word of 

The Reverend Canon Andrew Wright, Secretary of the Missions 

“The new reality has come at a time of great anxiety for Seafarers.  Closure 

of borders has made it very difficult to transit to and from ships.  Many 

have been unable to leave at the end of  their contracts.  Those due to join 

ships have been unable to do so.  Shore leave when in port has become 

difficult.  Many Seafarers are very worried about their families back home.  

All this has had an inevitable impact on the morale of crew.  The Mission 

has been proactive in working with partners to flag up these issues. 

It is my hope that the world will sit up and recognize just how vital Seafar-

ers are to their daily lives, applauding them alongside others in this age of 

quiet heroism.  Against a very challenging background they are keeping the 

supply lines moving, including of food and medical goods.  These men and 

women deserve our profound thanks. 

In the middle of all this, there has been great creativity.  There is so much 

lateral thinking at the front line with Chaplains and teams working so hard 

to maintain some sort of service. 



7 

Digital Chaplaincy has also become very Important.  Many Chaplains 

already maintain relationships with their seafarer networks via social 

media.  In addition, we have now created a ‘Chat to a Chaplain’ facility.  

This enables seafarers to connect instantly to one of the 25 Chaplains 

on duty round the clock.  They can respond with friendship, advice, 

perhaps even a prayer.  This programme has strong ecumenical 

elements.  We are also pioneering new approaches to challenge 

events, and a more digital approach to ’Sea Sunday’. 

 

These are difficult days, but they are also days for opportunity and 

exploration, and I do hope you find this short summary stimulating and 

thought –provoking” 

  

As a Mission agency of the Church of England, the Mission to 

Seafarers—an International Christian organization entirely funded by 

voluntary donations –provides vital welfare services to those who risk 

their lives at sea.  Support is provided 365 days a year, every day of 

the week, and helps ensure that crew in port can quickly contact their 

families and, when disaster strikes, actively help to get them home 

safely. 

 

The Mission depends on your valuable contributions to continue its 

important work, and your support is 

very much appreciated. 

 

Jim Molloy Mission to Seafarers rep. 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES 

“Praise, my soul, the King of heaven” 

A tiny remote country parish in Southern Ireland did not seem the ideal 

place for a brilliant young graduate to start his ministry. But when in 

County Wexford a neighbouring clergyman was terminally ill he 

confessed to Lyte that he had begun to re-examine his life as he 

studied the New Testament. He had at last stopped relying on religious 

duties and good deeds for his peace with God and had begun to trust 

completely in the mercy of Christ and his saving power. This gave Lyte 

for the first time a truly personal faith. And it inspired him to write 

hymns such as this version of Psalm 103. 

 

Praise , my soul, the King of heaven; 

To his feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Who like thee his praise should bring? 

Praise him! Praise him! 

Praise the everlasting King. 

Henry Francis Lyte (1793 – 1847) 

 

Taken from the Lion book “ Famous hymns and their stories”  

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

Dave Fowler 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020they 

will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go to 

their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details: For Christ Church: Parish: 

Portsdown Christ Church Diocese: Portsmouth PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving .  
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23rd Psalm for the hard-pressed student 

 

The Lord is my real instructor and I shall not want. 

He gives me peace, when chaos is all around me. 

He gently reminds me to pray before I speak 

and to do things without complaining. 

He reminds me that He, and not my school, is my Salvation. 

He restores my sanity every day and guides my decisions 

that I might honour Him in everything I do. 

Even though I face absurd amounts of social isolation, 

live streaming and exams, I will not stop – for He is with me! 

His presence, His peace, and His power will see me through. 

He will raise me up, even if I fail to get a good grade. 

He claims me as His own and knows that I have done my best. 

His faithfulness and love are better than any A+. 

In eternity it won’t matter what degree I got. 

When it’s all said and done, 

I’ll be working for Him a whole lot longer than 

I’ll be in school (even when it doesn’t feel like it) 

and for that, I bless His name! 

 

Author unknown 
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 Peace be with you 

 

(Jn 20:24-31, 14:5,11:16) 

 

Through absence, 

Through doubt, 

Through questions 

And fears, 

Through locked doors 

And longing 

Jesus comes. 

  

His risen presence 

Bringing blessing, 

Hope and healing, 

Restoration 

And His precious, 

Faith-affirming 

Gift of peace. 

  

By Daphne Kitching 
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HAVE YOU NOTICED? 

We are well into lockdown although as I write this some things are 

beginning to ease up. I know for many of us that these times have 

caused us to experience different negative emotions and questions such 

as, frustration, resentment, at times anger, asking ourselves why do we 

follow the rules and others don’t? These feelings are nothing new, as 

we read through the scriptures, especially the Old Testament, we see 

these questions and emotions continually cropping up, we find many 

examples in the Psalms for instance and if we look into what the 

prophets kept telling the people of Israel you will see that these various 

prophets kept highlighting the selfishness of people and how it 

impacted on the life of others. I think we can all agree that there is, 

sometimes, a negative side of all this and the fact that we all miss the 

pre virus everyday normal things that made up our lives. We miss going 

out for breakfast, visiting our favourite coffee shops, in my case getting 

a haircut, I’m starting to look like the Dulux dog!!  

However there is a positive side to all this. There has been less traffic on 

the road, what used to take us 20 minutes to get somewhere now takes 

10 minutes or less, it used to take us ages to get out of the end of our 

road now we have to be careful to look both ways more than once as 

the A3 was at times completely empty both ways. A bit busier now. 

Many of us, during our enforced confinement have been tackling jobs, 

inside and out, that we have been threatening to do since the old king 

died and that was probably Henry 8th!! The problem with this to do list 

is the more time we spend at home the longer this list gets, still I’m sure 

that progress is being made on some of the less arduous jobs. Mind you 

in times past we would look at what needed doing, tell ourselves it’s too 

late to start anything now let’s go out for a coffee, why do today what 

you can put off until tomorrow?!!  
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One of the biggest benefits to all this, for us, has been we have been 

able to sit outside especially during the early evening and just hear the 

birds singing. Usually there is a party going on, lots of noise, loud music 

and, dare I say it, drunken laughter? As twilight falls as we sit there a fox 

will pass through, totally ignoring us, worse than a cat for taking no no-

tice. Ruth spotted a vixen and her cubs playing on the lawn the other 

morning,  hedgehogs still call unseen during the night and the bird popu-

lation seems to have increased. Most of the time it’s so quiet you feel 

like you are the only people left in the world. Jesus must have felt this 

quiet in the times he spent in solitude away from it all communing and 

getting strength from being alone with his father. Having been to Israel 

and seeing some of the places that Jesus spent time, both in company 

and in solitude, his places of solitude were pretty bleak and barren with 

only the wind as an accompaniment and yet you could see how this soli-

tude helped focus his mind. Even in our times of peace and quiet there 

are still distractions however I remind myself that this shouldn’t stop me 

spending a little extra time in prayer and reading learning more about 

our heavenly father and how to follow in the footsteps of his son. Like 

many of you, we have Christian books on our shelves that haven’t been 

opened since we bought them or partially read them and then put them 

down, and another picked up. Perhaps, yes please, our heavenly father 

will motivate me and fire me up to read some of them.  

So let us promise ourselves that no matter how long this lockdown is, 

the positive times will outweigh the negative and we will achieve the 

goals, the jobs done and the time spent in the company of our Heavenly 

Father and his Son to our mutual satisfaction and that we can say we 

didn’t waste this time needlessly. 

Continued on next page 
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Finally there is a lovely hymn written by John Milton that we can perhaps 

sing now and then while these times are still with us:- 

 

“Let us, with a gladsome mind, 

Praise the Lord, for He is kind”  

For His mercies shall endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 

He His chosen race did bless 

In the dreary wilderness – 

He hath with a pitying eye 

Looked upon our misery. 

 

(From hymns of light and love) 

God bless you all and keep you safe till He comes. 

Dave Fowler 
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As fine silver… 

Malachi 3:3 says: “He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.” 

This verse puzzled some women in a Bible study. They got to wondering 

what this statement meant about the character and nature of God. One of 

the women offered to find out the process of refining silver and get back 

to the group at their next Bible Study. 

That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an appointment to 

watch him at work. She didn’t mention anything about the reason for her 

interest beyond her curiosity about the process of refining silver. 

As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and 

let it heat up. He explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold the 

silver in the middle of the fire where the flames were hottest, so as to burn 

away all the impurities. 

The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot, and then she 

thought again about the verse that says: “He sits as a refiner and purifier 

of silver.” She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in 

front of the fire the whole time the silver was being refined. 

The man answered that yes, he not only had to sit there holding the silver, 

but he had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire. If 

the silver was left a moment too long in the flames, it would be destroyed. 

The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, 

“How do you know when the silver is fully refined?” 

He smiled at her and answered, “Oh, that’s easy – when I can see my im-

age in it.” 

If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, remember that God has His 

eye on you and will keep watching you. His aim is not to abandon or de-

stroy you, but to refine you – until He sees His image in you. 
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Church News 

House of Bishops backs phased approach to revising access to church 

buildings 

The House of Bishops is continuing to review advice to clergy on the 

Church’s efforts to limit the spread of the coronavirus. 

The Bishops have agreed in principle to a phased approach to lifting 

restrictions with regard to church buildings, in time and in parallel with 

the Government’s approach, with three broad stages as infection levels 

improve. 

An initial immediate phase has allowed very limited access to church 

buildings for activities such as streaming of services or private prayer by 

clergy in their own parishes, so long as the necessary hygiene and social 

distancing precautions are taken 

Subsequently it is hoped to offer access for some rites and ceremonies 

when allowed by law, observing appropriate physical distancing and 

hygiene precautions. 

Worship services, with limited congregations meeting, will begin when 

Government restrictions are eased to allow this. 

The Bishops agreed that the decision on the timing of when to 

implement the revised advice on ministers or worship leaders praying 

and streaming from their church buildings should be made by individual 

Diocesan Bishops, depending on their local situation. 
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Lo, I am with you always 

Wide fields of corn along the valleys spread; 

The rain and dew mature the swelling vine; 

I see the Lord in multiplying bread; 

I see Him turning water into wine; 

I see Him working all the works divine 

He wrought when Salem-ward His steps were led; 

The self-same miracles around Him shine; 

He feeds the famished; He revives the dead; 

He pours the flood of light on darkened eyes; 

He chases tears, diseases, fiends away; 

His throne is raised upon these orient skies; 

His footstool is the pave whereon we pray…. 

  

From a poem by John Charles Earle (1749 – 1818) 
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For the Record :   
Baptisms –none 

Weddings – none 

Funeral 

4th June 2020: Charles William Clarke, died 26th April 2020, aged 80 

years 

30th June 2020: Florence Mockford, died 3rd June 2020, aged 95 years 

Good Neighbours 

The services we can currently perform are now severely 

restricted.  However, we are still able to offer daily telephone call 

service, telephone befriending and collecting prescriptions.  We do 

have several contacts so, if we are unable to help, we may be able to 

point someone in the right direction.  If you require are services, or 

know of anyone who needs our help they can contact us via email: 

good.neighbours@christchurchportsdown.org  

or call the Good Neighbours Helpline on 07842 367490 

We are still here to help ! 

Pauline Metcalfe 
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Laughter Lines 
New version of Apostles’ Creed 

When our church began live streaming its services, our minister 

was at first a bit nervous. Still, he kept his cool, and you would never have 

known he was struggling until he reached the Apostles’ Creed. Then he firmly 

announced that Jesus was…”confused by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary…” 

New style of prayer 

Our minister is still getting used to live streaming our church services. Last 

Sunday he invited us to join him digitally in prayer by saying firmly: “Let’s bow 

our eyes and close our heads.” 

Crazy? 

Our minister wanted the title of his next sermon to be posted ahead of time on 

the church website. He rang our church warden and said that the title was to 

be: ‘Are Ministers Crazy?’ 

Not hearing this as a question, the church warden dutifully posted: ‘Our 

Minister’s Crazy.’ 

The queue 

While waiting in a socially distanced queue early one morning for the 

supermarket to open for us ‘seniors’, I was surprised to see a young man 

saunter along and try to cut in at the front of the queue. A furious old lady 

waved her cane at him, and he quickly backed away. 

A moment later, the young man tried again. He managed to dodge the old lady, 

but then two old men started shouting at him. Again, the young man backed 

away. 

But he wasn’t giving up, and soon the young man approached the queue for the 

third time. By now, all of us pensioners were ready for him, an angry wall of 

opposition. 

The young man stood there for a moment, and then shrugged his shoulders. “If 

you people won’t let me unlock the door, none of you will ever get in to shop.” 

I need to practice social-distancing – from my refrigerator. 
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Coronavirus:  For the first time in history, we can help save the human race 

by lying in front of the TV and doing nothing.  Let’s not mess this one up! 



Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd Andy Wilson  

Associate Minister Revd Laura Cameron  

Curate (Lay Minister) Matt Grove  

Church Warden Stephen Anderson  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office Emma Evans  

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Ismay Doughty  

Christ Church Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


