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From the Vicarage
Compared with every other year I have known,
moving into August feels very different this year.
Usually in August many families are setting off for an
overseas holiday, others are planning time away in
large family groups. Some are looking forward to
music festivals. For many years going to a festival in
Oxfordshire was an important part of our family summer.
At Christ Church some of us had expected to start this August at the
East of England showground near Peterborough for the New Wine
Summer Conference, a wonderful time of worship, teaching and
spending time with friends.
Instead, the showground has been used as a Covid testing centre and
New Wine went online. A shorter, 5-day conference has been released
on the New Wine website. The advantage of this is that we have been
able to go to the sessions whenever we wanted and not have to miss
out when two events clashed.
If you haven’t caught up with this, even if you have never been to New
Wine, then you can watch it all at breaksout.new-wine.org
In one of the opening sessions, Danielle Strickland, speaking from
Canada, started with that famous verse from Paul’s first letter to the
Corinthians:
“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.” She suggested
that in this time when so much has been taken away from us, when
things that we previously depended on are no longer there, when even
our church life has been disrupted almost beyond recognition, that we
are forced to reassess what really matters to us.
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I guess most of us have done some reassessing over the last few months.
Maybe we have been forced to let go of some things that were
important to us. Some, sadly, have lost people who were important to
them.
But these three remain, faith, hope and love. Sometimes they may seem
very fragile, but even if everything else has gone, if we can hold on to
these three, then we will survive this time, and better times will come.
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. (1 Cor 13:13).

Andy
Rev Andy Wilson
Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown
Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook
The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7
5RS
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From the Editor
As we go into the ‘holiday season’ it isn't all
‘gloom and doom’ although not many of us
have been able to spread our wings abroad after lockdown,
at least we have lovely weather to be at home in. My heart does go out
to people in flats and apartments without a garden to sit out in, but now
we are allowed to venture out more we live in a beautiful country, so lets
get out there (self distancing of course) and enjoy it.
Squinney doesn't venture far, in the hot weather he can be found in our
(very) wild front garden lots of shade there, the brambles have taken us
over for now, we have so many sparrows that it seems a shame to cut
back while they are visiting us and they roost in the shrubs at night so I
am loath to cut them back yet.
The little foxes can be seen early morning playing in the back garden and
when I fill the bird feeders at night I can see glowing eyes peering at me.
Once I saw a little fox sunning himself at the bottom of the garden I crept
away unwilling to disturb him.
So we have been spending our time planting up baskets and tubs of
flowers and the bees and butterflies make use of them its lovely to just
stand and watch them as we take the time to ‘stand and stare’

Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org.
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Following the recent Government announcement that church buildings
were able to reopen for public worship from 4th July, the Bishop of
London, Sarah Mullally, who leads the Church of England’s Recovery
Group, said that the months since lockdown began “have been an
extraordinary time – the first period without public worship and the
sacraments in England in more than 800 years.”
She said also that there will have been “real joy” as people began “to
come together again – if even at a physical distance – but I also know that
many will be understandably cautious at this news.
“We will not be returning to normality overnight – this is the next step on
a journey. We’ve been planning carefully, making detailed advice
available for parishes to enable them to prepare to hold services when it
is safe and practical to do so. It is important to say that the change in
Government guidance is permissive, not prescriptive.

“I would particularly like to thank clergy and lay leaders for all they have
done during the time our buildings have been closed.”
Bishop Sarah warned that there will still be restrictions, “and we must all
still do everything we can to limit the spread of the virus… The online
services and dial-in worship offerings we have become used to will
continue.
“This has been an incredibly difficult time for the whole country,
especially for those who have been ill, who have suffered financial
hardship, the loss of livelihoods and indeed, for many, those they love.
We know that is not over and the Church has a task ahead to bring
consolation and hope.
“Churches and cathedrals have risen to the recent challenges, finding
new ways of meeting for worship, of serving our neighbours, and of
reaching new people with the love of God. The challenge before us now is
to take the next steps carefully and safely, without forgetting all that we’ve
discovered about God and ourselves on the way.”
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Mission of the Month –Bible Society
Guatemalan town celebrates as Bible arrives in native tongue
‘This is my first Scripture,’ beamed Trinidad López, 39, as she held a copy of
the first Bible in her language. ‘I have never owned my own Bible until today! Now, I have the full Bible in Achí of Cubulco!’

Trinidad was among more than a thousand excited Achí of Cubulco speakers who gathered in a sports centre in the mountain-fringed town of
Cubulco in Guatemala to attend the launch of the first full Bible in their
own language.
It was a joyful occasion in a beautiful country that remains plagued by serious poverty, organised crime and corruption in the ruling elite.
Hundreds had taken part in a celebratory parade around the town on 21
September, 2019, driving specially decorated cars, or carrying colourful
banners and singing.
Thanks to your generous donations, the community of Cubulco received
4,500 Bibles in their language, which is spoken by more than 51,000 people. They live in and around the town of Cubulco, which is 125 miles along
ragged, winding, bumpy roads to the north of Guatemala City. Most are
subsistence farmers growing basic grains, and around 60 per cent live on
less than a dollar a day.
One of the translators, Magdalena Antret, worked on the project for eight
years and said, ‘I feel very happy and emotional about all the work that was
done for all our [Achí] people.’
High on a mountain top in the village of Chimachó, Pastor Francisco de la
Cruz, who shepherds a 400-strong congregation, said, ‘It is a great blessing
and a great joy to have the Bible in our hands because it makes it easier for
us to understand God’s message.’
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The new Bibles are of huge value to the Bible studies that have been
ongoing in schools and churches for a number of years, meetings that
help tackle the very high rate of illiteracy in the area.
‘I love being able to teach children to read and write using Bible stories,’ said Macario Juáre, who has been using the various Scripture materials produced by the translation team over the years. ‘I hope that all
children learn to read and write in our language, and engage with the
word of God, and that many children who have never been to church
will, bit by bit, learn about it through the Bible stories and through the
full Bible, which is now ready.’
We are so grateful for your support in enabling the Achí of Cubulco to
be printed, produced and distributed. Please pray that the new Bible
will have a great impact! And also please pray for our continuing Bible
and literacy work in local languages and Sunday schools in Guatemala

Translator Magdalena Antret is
thrilled that the Bible has
finally been published in the
Achí of Cubulco language in
Guatemala

Guatemalan town celebrates
as Bible arrives in native
tongue
All photos credit: United
Bible Societies
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (3)
“Let all the world in every corner sing”
When George Herbert was 36, he left the political rat race of the court
of King James 1st to become the rector of a country parish near
Salisbury.
One day on the way to play and sing at the cathedral, he stopped to
help a man whose horse had collapsed in the mud. His friends were
surprised when Herbert, usually so smart and clean, arrived ‘so soiled
and discomposed’.
Herbert had no regrets; the failure to help, he said, would have made
discord in his conscience.
Let all the world in every corner sing
My God and King!
The heavens are not too high,
His praise may thither fly;
The earth is not too low,
His praises there may grow.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!
George Herbert (1593 – 1632)
Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous Hymns and their stories’
Compiled by Christopher Idle

Dave Fowler
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Amazon Smile
Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on
Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a percentage to a charity of your choice.
Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose
The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church
Portsdown

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it
will automatically select Christ Church as your charity
Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a
good time to select Smile.

Ecclesiastical 130
Our church is insured with an insurance company called
Ecclesiastical.
To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer
to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home
insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020
they will donate £130. to our church. To view this offer go
to their website
Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130
and quote
TRUST 130
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Church Giving
GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from
cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you
usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching
to Direct Debit or online payment.
The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be
done online or by telephone
You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk
or by calling 0333 002 1271
To register you will need the following details: For Christ Church: Parish:
Portsdown Christ Church Diocese: Portsmouth PGS Parish Code:
290629068

You will also need your own bank details.
If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a
one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/
giving .
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The Chief Purpose of Man
How clever man is, he has conquered the skies,
Reached for the stars and stepped onto the moon,
But he still does not know why he is here
Or what is the purpose, or why he was born.

And did it all start with one big bang
As stars and galaxies burst into space?
Or was it the hand of a mighty Creator
Who lovingly fashioned this wondrous place?
Into this world God planted a garden
And placed man there to enjoy its delights,
But he soon disobeyed, and sin entered in,
And so, man was banished and thrust from God’s sight.
How gracious God is, He has reached out again
To reconcile man and bring him back home,
Sin’s debt has been paid by the death of His Son,
To know God as Father is why man was born.
By Megan Carter
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Morning Prayer
When morning in russet and saffron clad
Is mantling the hills in a dew-soft plaid
To the song of the moorland two-wings glad
Let my heart upraise;
When light creeps in through the chinks of the door
When the mist ascends from the mountain floor,

When the ocean shimmers like burnished ore,
Let me give thee praise.
O God of the morning, Christ of the hills, O Spirit who all the firmament
fills,
O Trinity blest who all goodness wills,
Keep us all our days.
From Prayers of the Western Highlanders
Lord of the mountains
You, O God, are the Lord of the mountains and the valleys. As I travel over
mountains and through valleys, I am beneath your feet. You surround me
with every kind of creature… Open my eyes to see their beauty, that I may
perceive them as the work of your hands…
Tonight, I will sleep beneath your feet, O Lord of the mountains and
valleys, ruler of the trees and vines. I will rest in your love, with you
protecting me as a father protects his children, with you watching over me
as a mother watches over her children. Then tomorrow
the sun will rise and I will not know where I am; but I
know that you will guide my footsteps.
A prayer of the Sioux Indians
13

When tourists get lost
Have you ever got into trouble while abroad? The true story is told of a
group of tourists who went to Israel some years ago and arrived in
Jerusalem very eager to see the sites of the old city.
Four members of the group were so engrossed in taking pictures of
each other by the Wailing Wall that they ignored the summons from the
tour group leader to go back to the bus. A little while later, they realised
that they were all on their own in Jerusalem. That’s when their
problems started.
The four tourists decided to head back to their hotel. But no one could
remember the exact name of the hotel. So, they hailed a taxi, and asked
it to drive around Jerusalem looking for the hotel. An hour or so later,
the driver gave up and demanded payment.

That’s when they discovered that they did not have enough money to
pay the driver.
So the driver took them to the police, who demanded some
identification. That’s when the four tourists remembered that they had
left their passports in the hotel safe…
Some hours later, the tour guide tracked down the missing tourists.
They greeted her with tears of relief as she provided the police with
their passports, paid their debt, and prepared to lead them safely back
to their hotel. The police gave some parting advice to the tourists:
“From now on, you stay close to your friend!”
Stay close to your friend. It’s good advice for all of us. If your life is going
in the wrong direction, if you have run up debts of wrong-doing, if you
feel lost and alone, you need to take action. You need to stop going on
like this. Turn around and go in another direction. The Bible calls this
action of ‘stopping and turning around’ repentance.
14
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CAP still helping people out of debt
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) have been thanking their donors for
helping “some wonderful things happen” despite the challenge of coronavirus.
“These beautiful moments were made possible by your support,” says
Paula Stringer, UK chief executive of CAP. “We’ve been able to make
sure our clients don’t go without essentials like food, fuel and staying in
touch with loved ones. Our frontline workers have distributed 345 instances of emergency client support so far, and they will be able to continue providing this for many more.
When one client could not get to the supermarket because her car needed repairs, she was astonished to find that her Debt Coach, Beth, had
arranged for a delivery of groceries to her house. In return, she sent this
message:
“I was so shocked and welling up. It was such an amazing thing to do.
Your gift came at the right time, as I wouldn’t have had enough to get
that much food.”
During lockdown, CAP has adjusted its service to offer phone appointments to clients, 479 of these so far.
“We’ve also seen a fabulous 494 people become debt free during lockdown! Despite the new challenges, we’re seeing that there really is always hope,” says Paula Stringer.
God doesn’t mind if you are messy – says online service
A vicar who has nearly 170,000 followers on Instagram and who regularly broadcasts on YouTube, says that God welcomes us all, however
‘messy’ we may believe our lives to be.
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The Revd Chris Lee, vicar of St Saviour’s in Wendell Park, warned against
any of us being ‘embarrassed’ about the state of our lives when considering
whether to ‘open our hearts’ to God or not.
“God is not going to stand at the door of your heart, knock and look in and
think to Himself ‘you know what, I am not going to come in, it is a little bit
messy there’,” he said.
Chris Lee was leading a recent weekly online service for the Church of England.
He said that Christians are not called to be ‘bouncers’ who police whether
people are leading ‘good enough’ lives to come to church.
“No, as (the Gospel of) Matthew records Jesus saying, whomever welcomes
one of you, welcomes Me. Anyone is welcome, God’s grace is sufficient for
all of our needs.”
He added: “God’s welcome is wide, His love is deep, He is generous to all
who come to Him. As Christians we should be welcoming. We are not called
to be bouncers at the doors of our churches seeing if people are good
enough, clean enough, moral enough, to come in, we should be welcoming
to all people.”
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Parable: The Strength of a Seed
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement
Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.
Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian
faith.
At this time of year we enjoy the fruits of our gardens, fields and hedgerows: vegetables ripen, crops are harvested, and berries begin to show
bright among the leaves. Much of this growth started with a few seeds in
spring: the miracle of life coming from small dead-looking things. There is
a league table of long-lived seeds. The winners so far are from the narrow
-leafed campion, buried by squirrels in the Siberian permafrost over
30,000 years ago. When those seeds finally germinated, they became
healthy plants that flowered and produced seeds of their own.

The Bible contains many links between seeds and spiritual growth, and
the parable of the sower is the most famous (in Matthew 13). A person
may hear or experience something of God which has the potential to germinate into a life of following Him, resulting in the fruit of others coming
to know God too. But things can happen that snatch that seed away, killing it before it has finished germinating, or choking its growth.
What about the knowledge of God that gets trampled, churned too deep
in the mire of life to receive the warmth and light it needs to develop into
faith? Buried seeds don’t always die, but they can lie dormant, remaining
alive but inactive until the earth is turned over. The possibility of that moment of connecting with something divine, scrap of knowledge, or snatch
of conversation resulting in a changed life may seem infinitesimally small,
but it’s not zero. The seed may be incredibly tough, just waiting for a
chance to grow.
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The Gospel narrative plays on the fact that it took a long time for the
disciples to understand the full implications of Jesus’ teaching: a
germination process that took many of them three or more years. They
could have been discouraged, but Jesus was not. I don’t think it’s too
much of stretch to draw out of the parable of the sower to include the
observation that it can take a long time, sometimes decades, for people
to work their way through the various barriers, sticking points, and
phases of forgetfulness that may keep them from following through on
their spiritual experience.
When we finally receive – or are open to – the encouragement,
challenge, or experience that helps our faith in Christ grow, we can
experience the rich fruit of a transformed life
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Musings on modern life:
Gardens are not made by singing ‘Oh how beautiful’ and sitting in the
shade. – Rudyard Kipling
Summer Sales: much trouble is caused by our yearnings getting ahead of
our earnings. –Anon
Please don’t walk on our church lawn. Grass grows by the inch but is worn
down by the foot! – Anon
We cannot control the evil tongues of others; but a good life enables us to
disregard them. – Cato
If parents haven’t learned something from experience, they can always
learn it from their children. – Anon
When a girl reduces, she is going out of her weigh to please some man. –
Anon
Tomorrow never comes, but the morning after certainly does. – Anon
Buying what you do not need is an easy road to needing what you cannot
buy. – Anon
By all means marry. If you get a good wife, you’ll be happy. If you get a
bad one, you’ll become a philosopher. – Socrates
There’s a way of transferring funds that is even faster than internet
banking. It’s called marriage. – James Holt McGavran
In character, in manners, in style, in all things, the supreme excellence is
simplicity. –Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Terrorists no longer scare me. Not after the past months at home with my
partner, three children, two dogs and a moody cat. – Anon
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For the Record
Baptism
26th July 2020: Antonia Willow Do’urden (aged 6 months)

Weddings
None

Funerals
1st July 2020: John Lindsey (aged 93 years)

Meditation on the Good Use of Sickness
Lord, you are good and gentle in all your ways; and your mercy is so
great that not only the blessings but also the misfortunes of your
people are channels of your compassion. Grant that I may turn to
you as a Father in my present condition since the change in my own
state from health to sickness brings no change to you. You are
always the same, and you are my loving Father in times of trouble
and in times of joy alike.

Blaise Pascal (1623 – 1662), mathematician and scientist
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Keep your distance!
I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch you with a
six-foot pole” would become national policy, but here we
are!
All in a name
I’m dyslexic, and recently attended a Zoom conference about the
disorder with a friend. The speakers asked us to share a personal
experience with the group. I told them stress aggravates my condition, in
which I reverse words and letters when I’m tense. When I finished
speaking, my friend blurted out: “Now I know why you named your
daughter Hannah!”
What am I?
A teacher gave her young class a lesson on Zoom. It was about the
magnet, and what it does. The next day in a short test, she included this
question: “My full name has six letters. The first one is M. I am strong
and attractive. I pick up lots of things. What am I?”
When the answers were sent in, the teacher was astonished to find that
more than half her students had answered the question with the word:
“Mother.”
Multiply
Noah opened up the ark and let all the animals out, telling them to “Go
forth and multiply!” He began to close the great doors of the ark when
he noticed that there were two snakes still sitting in a dark corner.
Concerned, he said to them: “Didn’t you hear me? You can go now. Go
forth and multiply.”
“We can’t,” said the snakes sadly. “We’re adders.”
Sick of preaching
Our new vicar had just been prescribed bifocals. The reading portion of
the glasses improved his vision considerably, but the top portion of the
glasses didn’t work so well. In fact, he was experiencing dizziness every
time he looked through them. He tried to explain this to the
congregation on Sunday: “I hope you will excuse my continually
removing my glasses. You see, when I look down, I can see fine, but
when I look at you all, it makes me feel sick.”
22
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Associate Minister
Curate (Lay Minister)
Church Warden
Lighthouse
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Christ Church Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Revd Andy Wilson
Revd Laura Cameron
Matt Grove
Stephen Anderson
Jackie Quinn
Emma Evans
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Ismay Doughty
Norma Gibney
Ros Molloy
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges

Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

