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From the Vicarage 

September is usually the month when everything 

starts again. Many of our activities pause for August 

and start up again in September. Except that this 

year is different. Most of our groups have not met 

since March and we don’t know when it will be safe 

for them to recommence. 

We have been able to begin small services in church. From 22nd March, 

our Sunday services were online only for 17 weeks. That first online 

service was on Mothering Sunday. We discovered a few days earlier 

that no-one would be allowed in the church building other than myself 

and members of the Vicarage household. Now that our children have 

all left home that meant just my wife, Jacqui, and I. 

I quickly worked out how to livestream using Facebook on my mobile 

phone, which was held by a rubber band onto an old tripod, that I 

used to use for photography 30 years ago, and off we went. After the 

service we distributed the flowers that had been provided for the 

service to the houses around the church. 

The following week, we were advised that no-one was allowed into 

the church building, and so the service switched to the Vicarage dining 

room, again with just Jacqui assisting.  

Then in July we were allowed back into the church building and Jacqui 

returned to the AV desk at the back of church to operate sound and 

vision. It has been good to be joined by our Curate, Matt, in front of 

the camera. 

The purchase of a new camera has enabled us to provide better 

picture quality. We have experimented with sound and, if we make 

sure that nothing else is using the church internet, we can usually get 

an uninterrupted broadcast. (We did have problems one week when 

the church PC was trying to perform an online backup during the 

service!) 

 



3 

Last month we were allowed a small congregation, but the 10.30 service 

has remained online only. Each Sunday we have had a service at 3.00pm, 

either a Communion service or Refuel, a quiet reflective service. We are 

limited to around 25 people in the building at present and, as attendance 

at the service is growing, we are wondering whether to add a second 

service each Sunday afternoon. 

With no singing allowed, no books, and the congregation all wearing face 

masks, it is different from our services before lockdown, but it provides 

an alternative to our online services.  

Do join us on Facebook at 10.30 each Sunday morning (or later if you 

prefer) or in person on Sunday afternoons, but do check on the time of 

the afternoon service, as we may make changes at short notice. 

We cannot start many of the things we would expect to at this time of 

the year, but as and when we can, we will reconnect with one another. 

In the meantime we remain connected to our God, who does not 

depend on our physical meetings. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you. (Isaiah 43:2) 

Andy 

Rev Andy Wilson 

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown 

Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook 

 

The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7 
5RS 
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From the Editor 

I know its mad but I am off camping in Somerset 

next week!  As we couldn't go to the ‘New Wine’ 

conference this year due to it being cancelled because of the 

corona virus my friend and I decided as seasoned campers of a few years 

that we would pick a campsite in lovely Somerset. 

Somerset has always felt like my 2nd home, I have ancestors who lived in 

Chard and worked in the lace making industry there .  My Dad worked for 

EMI at Wookey (where we are camping!) and he lived with my step-mum 

in Wells. I also had ancestors who lived in Bath, but sadly died in the 

workhouse. 

We all have had to adapt this year, some people have managed to go 

abroad, both my nephew and niece who live in Germany managed to get 

away before the virus started to break out again. 

But many of us have settled for this country, and although the weather 

isn't guaranteed to be wall to wall sunshine, at least we haven't risked 

being stranded in another country unlike many earlier on (my brother 

included) to find flights cancelled, and hotels closing down. 

We have lots to be thankful for, we live in a beautiful diverse country and 

we should appreciate our ‘Green and Pleasant Land’ with all the freedom 

we have to live and worship as we choose to. 

We still have the little foxes with us I watched them early morning 

chasing each other round and round in the garden, and the birds are still 

visiting especially lots of sparrows the mild winter and good summer has 

benefitted them and they spend hours flying from our garden to the 

other side of the road in the hedges that they nest in. 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org. 
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers a best-loved psalm 

Psalm 23 – a psalm for the pandemic 

There are few psalms as personal and real as Psalm 23. It records Da-

vid’s experience of God as his Shepherd going through dark times. In 

the midst of the effects of a global pandemic, this psalm speaks to the 

fears that can overwhelm us. 

He Knows Me: ‘The Lord is my shepherd…’ Just as a good shepherd 

knows every sheep in his flock, so God know each one of us intimately. 

He Provides for Me: ‘He makes me lie down in green pastures…’ Just as 

the shepherd knows the needs of his sheep, so God will provide what 

we need in our lives and circumstances. 

He Guides Me: ‘He guides me along the right paths…’ Just as the shep-

herd leads the sheep to the best pastures, so God provides the best for 

us, as we listen and follow Him. 

He Protects Me: ‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley…’ Just 

as the sheep have no need to fear danger when following the shep-

herd, so we live knowing God’s presence and protection. 

He Comforts Me: ‘your rod and your staff, they comfort me.’ As the 

shepherd’s rod defends the sheep, and the staff enables him to control 

the sheep, so God comforts us through His Word and discipline. 

The final verses of the psalm (v5-6) offer the security of knowing that 

our lives are in His hands, even through death, as He leads us to the 

home we’ve been looking for all our lives. 

Some years ago, a great actor was asked to recite Psalm 23, but asked 

one of the other guests to do the same. His remarkable rendition was 

followed by the other man, an older Christian speaking from the heart. 

Afterwards the actor said: ‘The difference between us is that I know the 

psalm, but he knows the shepherd.’ 
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Mission of the Month –Church Army 

STORIES FROM THE FRONTLINE 

Southampton 

We love hearing stories of where our workers are pushing through the 
current obstacles and even using them to be God’s hands and feet to 
people where they live and work. It’s even better when we get to hear 
those stories first hand from the people who are there. 

Lockdown has been incredibly frustrating for many of the Church Army 
evangelists . Our work is by nature people focused and not being able to 
interact properly has certainly provided many challenges. 

This is certainly the case for Ruth Hills, Evangelist in Southampton who 
had just started to gain momentum with a group of people from the 
Townhill estate where she is ministering to. A lady Claire* had given her 
life to God a few months earlier, through Ruth’s outreach and wanted 
more teaching.  Another woman, Jo* really wanted to know more after 
she prayed for healing and her prayer was answered– she has since given 
her life to God.  Ruth was amazed and delighted. 

The face to face groups Ruth had been running were really starting to take 
off, then lockdown happened.  Ruth and her team of church volunteers 
decided to continue using Zoom which was a challenge in itself since 
many in the community are not highly technical and don’t have 
computers.  Most managed by using phones.  One girl was provided with 
a basic tablet which enabled her to join meetings. 

Ruth realised that one group ‘EDGE’ (evolved from a children’s activity 
session) the parents really valued the Zoom meetings and wanted to meet 
together more often.  An offshoot of EDGE evolved, enabling the parents 
to talk better.  This group then converted to an online Alpha course by 
popular demand. 

Lockdown has been very difficult for many of the families, especially 
home schooling; one family had no pens or paper at home-something 
that Ruth could help with 
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Food parcels, emotional support, and a monetary gift to keep a car 
essential for work on the road have all been part of Ruth’s work over 
the last few weeks including support for battered women. 

Where a need is identified this is carefully considered and where some 
giving is required. This can be posted on online church groups, for 
example Jo recently injured herself in a fall at home and was on full 
bed-rest and unable to cook for her husband and five children.  
Volunteers from the church rallied round and a meal rota was set up.  
Elsewhere a team of volunteers were mobilized to help sort out a flat 
which was in poor condition; this prevented children from a vulnerable 
family potentially being taken into care. 

God has been doing wonderful things in peoples lives.  He is Lord of all 
even lockdown and Zoom! Please pray that through Alpha, the regular 
gatherings and support people in Townhill are experiencing that more 
lives can be changed and we will see many more surrendering their 
lives to God 

*names changed. 

https://www.churcharmy.org.uk/  

 

Our Church Army rep is Dave Fowler 

 

 

https://www.churcharmy.org.uk/
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (4) 

“ O for a thousand tongues to sing” 

Charles Wesley was never quite sure of his own birthday. It was, 

after all, just before Christmas; he was his mother’s eighteenth 

child, born some weeks premature, so small and frail that he 

seemed more dead than alive. For two months he neither cried nor 

opened his eyes. 

But he was quite sure of the date of what he called his ‘second 

birth’- 21st May 1738. On that day he responded to the love and 

grace of God. He wrote this hymn a year later, ‘For the anniversary 

day of one’s conversion’. 

 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

My great Redeemers praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

The triumphs of his grace! 

 

Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788) 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

 

Dave Fowler 
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For the Record 

Baptism 

None 

Weddings 

None 

Funerals 

25th August 2020: Angela Maude Cope, died 16th July 2020, aged 82 

years 

Bishop Christopher leads prayers at foundations of new school 

THE Rt Rev Christopher Foster led a short, socially-distanced service of 

prayer at the foundations of the new Cornerstone C of E Primary School 

site in Whiteley. He was joined by Rev Philippa Mills, vicar of Whiteley 

Church, as well as local councillors, school governors and teachers, repre-

sentatives of Midas Group, the construction company, and local MP Flick 

Drummond. During the service Rev Philippa Mills, vicar of Whiteley 

Church, invited people to tie crocheted butterflies to display area as a 

visual expression of their hopes and dreams for the project and the 

school 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020 

they will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go 

to their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details: For Christ Church: Parish: 

Portsdown Christ Church Diocese: Portsmouth PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving .  



12 

Oberammergau 

Death stalked the streets in the Bavarian 
village 

As the plague brought havoc, death and 
despair, 

Europe was ravaged as millions died, 

Neither man or woman or child was 
spared. 

They gathered together in desperation 

A vow was given – if they could be saved 

A play would be made of the Saviour’s life 

This was the promise the villagers gave. 

Miracle of miracles their village survived, 

Not one more death their lives had been 
saved, 

So every ten years this Play is performed 

To honour the God who had come to their 
aid. 

Prayers were made and the answer came 

A heavenly lesson we too can own, 

That He who dwells in ineffable light 

Is also the One who brings blessings down. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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Next to you and lonely 

(Matthew 25:40) 

Cups of tea and people, 

People who do and who know. 

People with purposeful expressions, 

Their eyes searching beyond her, through 
her, 

The invisible one. 

She’s next to you and she’s lonely. 

Smiles and one-way conversations, 

With thoughts and eyes elsewhere, 

Never noticing the masks of brightness 

Hiding hurting children, 

The tired ones, 

Who are next to you and lonely. 

And the makers of the cups of tea, 

The knowers and the doers, 

Those who smile and seem to have so 
much. 

They too wear masks that hide their 
crying, 

The together ones 

Sit next to you and are lonely. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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I SAY A LITTLE PRAYER FOR YOU 

There’s a lovely song by Jim Reeves where his son asks ‘Daddy teach me 

how to pray’ and he struggles with the request because he didn’t do 

much praying, The disciples made the same request of Jesus and from 

that desire to pray we got the ‘Lord’s prayer’’ This is a prayer that fits all 

needs especially when we can’t find words to pray and its both  good to 

pray on our own or in a group. If nothing else it’s a prayer we should 

pray at least once during the day especially if one struggles to find 

words to pray. I must confess I struggle to pray on my own, my prayer 

discipline is poor;  

However during the lockdown period I have been doing daily prayer, 

morning, evening and compline and this has helped me no end to focus 

on spending time in the company of our Heavenly Father and his Son. I 

have no problem praying in a group as I find that praying with others, 

and listening to their prayers,  gives me inspiration to pray and it 

sometimes helps a group to set a theme for their prayer time together. 

That’s why it’s important that when praying in a group you speak up, 

yes our Heavenly Father can hear you, hallelujah, but the rest of us 

need to as well. Compline at the end of the day, it means completion, is 

a lovely short service, and winds up the day nicely preparing one for a 

nights rest. In that service there is a hymn that is used as a prayer and I 

find it most helpful as I gather my thoughts for the night:- 

Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray 

That you, with steadfast love, would keep 

Your watch around us while we sleep. 

From evil dreams defend our sight, 
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From fears and terrors of the night; 

Tread underfoot our deadly foe 

That we no sinful thought may know. 

O Father, that we ask be done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son;; 

And Holy Spirit, by whose breath 

Our souls are raised to life from death. 

One of the things I find useful in helping me to pray is to ask God what 

does He want to lay on my heart that he needs me to talk to him about, 

invariably He will give me inspiration from some source or another and I 

find I can centre my prayers on that. One of the things I have learned 

about prayer is not to be impatient nor to expect our Father to give me 

‘my’ answer and not His. However I have learned that whether God an-

swers your prayer, in whatever form, or not, He will always give the pe-

titioner a blessing.  

Prayer is the powerhouse of our faith, the driver behind all we do both 

as individuals and as a community. When Talking to our Heavenly Fa-

ther I try to keep my words natural, not talk in a language or tone I 

don’t normally use, however that doesn’t mean be over familiar, re-

member who you are talking to. Most importantly of all don’t be short 

on thanking God, giving Him honour and praise, even if, at times, you 

don’t feel you have anything to be thankful for. Our praise and prayer 

time should be enjoyable, after all we are entering into the presence of 

our God, after which, leaving Him, we should ‘ go out with joy and be 

lead forth with peace’.  

 

Continued on next page 
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There’s a lovely line in my all-time fvourite hymn ‘The voice of prayer is 

never silent’ for me this means that no matter what time, day or night I 

pray, I am joining with others around the word praising God. Let us en-

joy our prayer time and not see it as just another part of our Christian 

life 

On the Church of England website you can find all the daily prayer ser-

vices but if you don’t have access to the internet you can find them all 

in the ‘book of common worship’ God bless you all 

 

Dave Fowler 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer  

A Notice to all Readers: 

It may appear as you are reading this, that this is a Fowler/Fowler 

Edition of the Portsdown Post! 

If it were not for the ‘Parish Pump’ which I have leaned on during 

this time of Covid-19, it would have been impossible to fill the 

pages. 

So please remember that it is your magazine and help me out with 

some articles! 

Your editor. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
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Miscellaneous observations on our Christian walk… 

God doesn’t want our success; He wants us. He doesn’t demand our 
achievements; He demands our obedience. – Charles Colson 

I believe in loyalty to the local church. I don’t believe in that view of the 
invisible Church that makes you invisible at church! – Vance Havner 

When we are truly abandoned to God, He works through us all the time. –
 Oswald Chambers 

Prayer is not about doing lots and lots of things, but clearing the space for 
God to be there. – Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury 

Modern prophets write as though God existed by kind permission of man, 
but the prophets of old wrote as though man existed by kind permission of 
God. – Anon 

It would be even worse to think of those who get what they pray for as sort 
of court favourites, people who have influence with the throne. The re-
fused prayer of Christ in Gethsemane is answer enough to that.  – CS Lewis 

I know the Bible is inspired because it finds me at a greater depth of my 
being than any other book. – Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Our worship rings hollow if in our daily lives we despoil the world around 
us (the proof of God’s provision) and neglect our sisters and brothers who 
bear the image of the Creator. – The Rev Andrew Dotchin 

A Christian is never in a state of completion but always in a process of be-
coming. –Martin Luther 

Paul was thankful for others – brothers and sisters in Christ, fellow serv-

ants, ministry partners. In his correspondence Paul didn’t just leave it at 

generalised expressions of gratitude – he often took time to identify spe-

cific individuals for whom he was grateful and to let them know how much 

he appreciated their contribution to his life. Do we do that?  – Nancy Leigh 

DeMoss 
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IT’S A LONG WAY TO GO  

I don’t like being a moaner especially as there are so many positive 

things to talk about even in these uncertain times, however the so 

called “spoil heap” and its surrounds rears its ugly head once more. 

This ‘heap’ was the result of putting compostable, accent on the com-

postable, rubbish from the maintenance of the church yard such as 

grass clippings and plant pruning’s etc in the hope that it would rot 

down and be used as compost. It is NOT  a public tip nor is it a general  

waste heap, however some people seem to think it is leaving us all 

sorts of rubbish. I have to point out that some of these people are not 

part of our church family!! This rubbish is mainly of the non-

biodegradable variety such as plastic wrappings from flowers, the for-

mers that make up wreaths and any other plastic detritus etc that 

people are putting on graves, wrongly I might add!  

The last time this all built up as a heap it cost us over £500 to get it 

taken away by a firm. In these lockdown times where the income to 

the church has been drastically reduced we don’t have that sort of 

‘spare’ money, as it is we are hard pushed to meet our commitments 

financially. So my “request” is please please if you maintain a grave 

and its surrounds take away the rubbish whatever it is, don’t put it on 

the heap and please don’t put it in the church or hall dust bins. If you 

see anyone depositing rubbish of any sort, green or otherwise please 

polity ask them to take it home. The churchyard and its surroundings 

are there for the benefit of us all where one can walk and rest quietly 

in pleasant surroundings please help us to maintain it for that pur-

pose. 

Dave Fowler 
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Celebrating 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower 

If we find it difficult to cross the Atlantic just 

now, it was even worse 400 years this 

month. On 6th September 1620, 102 

determined Puritans climbed on board the 

Mayflower and set sail from Plymouth. They 

had 30 crew to steer them across 3000 

miles of open, perilous ocean. 

Those Puritans, or ‘Pilgrim fathers’, could never have dreamed that their 

journey would become one of the most influential in world history. Their 

courage and purpose for the voyage would help shape the very history 

and culture of the USA. 

The Pilgrim fathers themselves were in search of religious freedom and a 

new life. Years before they had rejected the Church of England, due to its 

Roman Catholic past, and in 1608 they had moved to Holland, where they 

could worship freely. But life was very hard there, and so the New World 

beckoned to them. 

They had originally intended to use two ships, but the Speedwell sprang a 

leak shortly after sailing, and so they crowded as many as possible into the 

Mayflower. After a long and difficult 10 weeks at sea, they reached 

America, but could not reach their intended destination, Virginia, because 

of heavy seas. They finally landed in Provincetown Harbor, Cape Cod, 

Massachusetts on 11th November. 

That presented the next great challenge: the bitter, harsh winter of 

Massachusetts.  Half of the Pilgrims perished that first winter, of hunger 

and cold. Without the help of the local Indigenous peoples to teach them 

food-gathering and other survival skills, all of the colony would probably 

have perished. 
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After months of hard work, by the ‘Fall’ of 1621 the tiny colony had its 

first harvest. They celebrated this great achievement with their new 

Indigenous friends. It became Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims had been 

convinced that God wanted them to go to the New World.  They wrote: 

“We verily believe and trust the Lord is with us, and that He will 

graciously prosper our endeavors according to the simplicity of our 

hearts therein.” 

The Mayflower was one of the earliest pilgrim vessels, and so became a 

cultural icon in the history of the United States. This year, until 

coronavirus put a stop to things, many celebrations in the USA, England 

and the Netherlands had been planned. 

MU’s ‘Thank You Key Workers’ Appeal 

The Mothers’ Union wants to help families of key workers by 

offering them a range of free day trips/experiences and short 

breaks. It is appealing to MU supporters to help make this possible. 

As a spokeswoman for MU explains: “There has been an outpouring of 

compassion and care during the crisis from our hospital workers to our 

delivery drivers, carers to cleaners and our refuse collectors to bus 

drivers. But because of their personal sacrifices, quality family time has 

not always been possible. 

“Therefore, we are extending our existing Away from it all Programme 

(AFIA) to say a special ‘thank you’ to key workers in these 

unprecedented times. 

“Any donation will help provide a range of day trips/experiences and 

short breaks for families of key workers, especially for those who have 

been kept apart or who are on low incomes – families who would 

generally be unable to have experiences like this.” 
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Middle class 

Young son to father: “Dad, what is the middle class?” 

Dad: “The middle class consists of people who are not poor enough to 

accept charity and not rich enough to donate anything.” 

Borrowed 

Teacher:  We borrowed our numerals from the Arabs, our calendar from 

the Romans, and our banking from the Italians. Can anyone think of 

other examples? 

Student:  Well, we borrowed our lawnmower from the Smiths, our 

ladder from the Browns, and our hose from the Jones…. 

Late 

Being the office supervisor, I had to have a word with a new employee 

who never arrived at work on time.  I explained that her tardiness was 

unacceptable and that other employees had noticed that she was 

walking in late every day. 

After listening to my complaints, she agreed that this was a problem and 

even offered a solution.  “Is there another door I could use?” 

A sure way to forget all your troubles is to wear tight shoes. 

This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat. It was obvious she 

thought her cat understood her. I came into my house and told my dog. 

We laughed a lot. 

I told my suitcases that due to the pandemic, there will be no holiday 

this year. Now I’m dealing with emotional baggage 
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Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd Andy Wilson  

Associate Minister Revd Laura Cameron  

Curate (Lay Minister) Matt Grove  

Church Warden Stephen Anderson  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office Emma Evans  

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Ismay Doughty  

Christ Church Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


