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From the Vicarage
“It is not a sprint, it’s a marathon. No it’s not, it’s a
triathlon.” So commented another Vicar in the
Diocese recently as we come to terms with entering
autumn and winter with Coronavirus increasing in
prevalence and all that that brings with it.

At Christ Church we have been able to introduce a Sunday service
which can be attended. This takes place at 3pm each week and is
usually a service of Holy Communion. Seats are limited; we can
accommodate 20-25 people (depending on whether they are alone or
with others) and usually about 15-18 attend. There seems no
immediate prospect of us expanding this.
We are continuing the online service, released on the Christ Church
YouTube and Facebook pages at 10.30 each Sunday. I still see this as
our main service of the day. We also have a Thursday Communion
Service once each month. The next one will be on 22nd October at
10am.
It was a joy for me recently to join some of the Christ Church children
(and their parents) on Zoom. Each week they are meeting for a virtual
children’s meeting to look at a Bible story and encourage one another.
It was great to see them again and hear about some of the things they
have been doing.
This is all very different to the church life that we previously knew. So
how do we respond to the news that we are in this for the long haul?
The Bishop of Oxford has suggested the following six ways to live well
in response to the Prime Minister’s ‘Rule of Six’. I offer them to you.
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•

SIX MONTHS IS THE NEW HORIZON
Focus on Easter and lean back into the great themes of the church
year.

•

SIX DAYS TO WORK AND A SABBATH TO REST
Reclaim the gift of one day each week for rest and re-creation.

•

SIX PEOPLE TO JOURNEY WITH
Rediscover church as small groups of people supporting one
another.

•

SIX WAYS TO BE SALT AND LIGHT
Identify the people and community organisations you can support.

•

SIX PERCENT TO YOUR CHURCH
If your income is stable, increase your giving to sustain the local
church.

•

SIX PEOPLE TO PRAY FOR
Pray for people you know to discover the riches of our faith.

May you know God with you as we continue this unusual journey.
Andy
Rev Andy Wilson
Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown

Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook
The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7
5RS
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From the Editor

I am writing this on a wet and windy day in Devon. I think over the years
that many magazines have been produced at least electronically while we
have been away somewhere. Our wedding anniversary is in October so
we tend to make a holiday of it, and when we were both working it was a
good time to take leave because most people we worked with preferred
to go away in the summer months. Usually I would have to time it so
that I wasn't too late in printing the hard copies.
As to when that will be watch this space! The instructions are still the
same about people not being able to handle an object, put it down and
then someone else handling it!
So on-line it is, and we should be grateful that we can watch things online
even on our TV’s on free view through You Tube and Face Book app. This
afternoon I was watching the new curate at St Luke's Southsea being
ordained by our bishop, bishop Christopher. Distancing, hand antiseptic,
and masks all in evidence. Pray for our very busy bishop, he is at Christ
Church on the 10th, ordaining our curate Matt.
At least we can have access to these things, unlike Christians in other
countries, we may miss meeting together, singing and coffee but they
have never been able to do that open and free. Pray for the persecuted
Church. We may have to draw on our faith more it isn't easy on your
own, but we can look forward to the day when we can get together again
Squinney is in his holiday home probably curled up and asleep in this wet
windy weather!
Ruth Fowler
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org.
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Book Review
Though I run through the Valley
By Pamela Johnson,
Authentic, £9.99
At a time of ethnic cleansing and military
dictatorship, being a Christian in
predominantly Buddhist Myanmar brought
huge risks and danger. Yet despite
persecution, one family chose to use the weapon of love to combat
evil.
‘Though I Run Through the Valley’ tells the incredible story of three
generations of Karen Christians living out their love for God and each
other by rescuing over 1000 children who have been orphaned,
abandoned or made destitute by their country’s upheaval. Theirs is
not a story of merely evading the enemy and surviving, but instead
one of seeking out the vulnerable and teaching them how to thrive.
Daring to trust God against all the odds, this is the powerful story of
one family’s sacrifice over many years to protect and show the love
of Christ to many lost children in Myanmar. Let us come before His
presence with thanksgiving. – Psalm 95:2

Editor: This was recommended by the Parish Pump, watch the you
tube report
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Mission of the Month –Care for the Family
We are a national charity which aims to promote strong family life and to
help those who face family difficulties.
Since 1988, Care for the Family has sought to promote strong family life
and help those who face family difficulties. Our work has been focused on
the UK and the Isle of Man, but increasingly through digital technology,
we are reaching a wider audience.
We focus primarily on the following areas of family life: marriage,
parenting and bereavement. Our aim is to be accessible to every family
whatever their circumstances and to create resources and support that
are preventative, evidence-based and easy to apply.
Every family and marriage is unique. Parents may have one child or many,
be fostering or adopting, be parenting a child with additional needs,
parenting alone or apart from their children. Couples may have been
together for many years or just beginning their marriage adventure.
Whatever the context and circumstances we want to do all we can to
support both marriages and families to help them thrive.
However, we also know that on every journey they will experience
difficult times as well as the good. Our telephone befriending services are
there to support them when the going is tough. In particular, we are
aware that all will experience grief and loss during their lifetime. We want
to help those who are living with loss to discover hope for the future, and
the strength to rebuild their own lives and the lives of those that they
love.
Motivated by our Christian faith, ethos and compassion we committed to
supporting families of all faiths or none, with outstanding services and
resources.
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Care for the Family’s work was launched in 1988 by Rob Parsons. It all
started with Rob leaving his job as a senior partner in a successful law
practice to set up the family charity from a small office in a room at the
back of a hairdresser’s in Cardiff. The first initiative in those early days
was a series of marriage seminars. Drawing from his own experiences
of family life, and often joined by his wife Dianne, the events were the
first of their kind and were immensely popular, encouraging and
strengthening hundreds of couples.

Rob and Diane

Care for the Family Mission rep is Robin Humphris
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (6)
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
The second half of the twentieth century has seen a flood of exciting
new versions of the Bible as well as an upsurge of contemporary
hymn-writing.
When Timothy Dudley-Smith was sent a review copy of the 1961
New English Bible, he was very struck by the beginning of Luke’s
Gospel. In this version, the Magnificat, or ‘Song of Mary’, begins
with the words ‘Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord’. They
inspired him to write a paraphrase, which is now one of the most
popular of modern hymns.
Tell out, my soul,
The greatness of the Lord!

Unnumbered blessings,
Give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of his word;
In God my Saviour
Shall my heart rejoice.

Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926)
From the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’
Compiled by Christopher Idle-

Dave Fowler
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For the Record
Baptism
20th September: Douglas Lee Lovell, aged 8 weeks.

Weddings
None

Funerals
11th September: Maureen Gladys Cook, died 27th August 2020,
aged 81 years
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Amazon Smile
Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on
Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a percentage to a charity of your choice.
Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose
The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church
Portsdown

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it
will automatically select Christ Church as your charity
Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a
good time to select Smile.

Ecclesiastical 130
Our church is insured with an insurance company called
Ecclesiastical.
To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer
to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home
insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020
they will donate £130. to our church. To view this offer go
to their website
Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130
and quote
TRUST 130
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Church Giving
GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from
cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you
usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching
to Direct Debit or online payment.
The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be
done online or by telephone
You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk
or by calling 0333 002 1271
To register you will need the following details: For Christ Church: Parish:
Portsdown Christ Church Diocese: Portsmouth PGS Parish Code:
290629068

You will also need your own bank details.
If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a
one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/
giving .
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Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22,23, Ps 34:8)
To ripen your fruit in our lives,
Lord, give us opportunities.
To grow in your Spirit,
Know your warmth
And your light,
Allow the segments of
Self-control, gentleness,
Faithfulness, goodness,
Kindness, patience, peace and joy
To be lubricated and sweetened
By love,
Showing the world
Your nature transforming
Our natures,
In the fruit bowl of our lives
In Jesus.
Lord give opportunities
For the hungry to taste
Your ripening fruit in us,
See that you are good
And come to you.
By Daphne Kitching
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A Helping Hand
This world of all take and no give,
There’s a great deal that we can contribute
Through the everyday lives that we live.
By supporting one’s elderly neighbours
Or through lending a hand in some way
It’s by taking a bunch of spring flowers
To someone to brighten their day.

It’s by sparing a few precious hours
In the service of those most in need
It’s all about setting a standard
And trying to give others a lead

It’s the way that we tend to treat others
And help and aid folks in distress
In the care and assistance we offer
That will set us apart from the rest.

The choice that we face is quite simple
The rewards plain for all men to see
As you did all of this to my brother
Then said Jesus, you did it to me.

By Colin Hammacott (who worked for the NHS)
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Church News
Oppression and discrimination against Christians has increased during
Covid, says Release International, which has launched an appeal to help
Christians suffering during the pandemic.
Many Christians have been denied food and relief aid and excluded
from support systems during lockdown. They have been abandoned by
families because of their faith and refused relief by governments and
NGOs.
At the same time, several countries have stepped up persecution
against Christians. One of the worst offenders is China, where Christians
have been arrested for simply holding prayer meetings online.
“The situation has got much worse for many Christians during
lockdown,” says Release International CEO Paul Robinson.
“Covid-19 is having a devastating impact on the lives of many poor
Christians. In places hostile to the faith Christians are experiencing
increased hardship.
“Food is now in short supply. They are unable to work and can’t earn,
and support is being withheld because of their faith. Their cries for help
are being ignored by local charities who are distributing food packages
only to families of other faiths. We can’t afford to delay. These
Christians need our help.”
In Algeria, many Christians have had to stop work because of the
lockdown, and so lost their income. They have been rejected by society
and their families as a result of their faith. There is no social security in
the country or government support.
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Eritrean Christians fleeing persecution have been barred from refugee
camps and are unable to get support from UNHCR. And they refuse to
resort to crime to get the money and supplies they need.
In Pakistan the situation is especially hard for converts from a Muslim
background. The only form of social security is family support, and Muslim families often withdraw support for family members who change
their religion.
In several countries, lockdown has led to an increase in persecution.
In Upper Egypt, where Christians face discrimination for their faith,
some organisations are allegedly refusing food and support to Christian
families. Release partners report: “The authorities are helping Muslims
but not Christians. And churches that try to help are being closed by police order.”
In China, Release partners say the government is using the pandemic to
step up its crackdown against Christians. They have accelerated campaigns such as the forced demolition of crosses. Pastors have been
rounded up for sharing the gospel and distributing facemasks on the
street. The authorities have “totally prohibited” online church services
and prayer meetings, as “nothing constituting a religious service is allowed.”
In Nigeria, the lockdown deepened the insecurity facing many Christian
villagers, who face attacks by Fulani militia.
Paul Robinson of Release International says: “Right now, it’s up to us in
the family of faith to give them our support.” Partners of Release International are providing food parcels to impoverished Christians in Algeria, Ethiopia, Egypt, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey.
If you can help, go to: www.releaseinternational.org/covid
15

16

Quotes
Gratitude is the heart’s memory. – French proverb
‘Tis the season for kindling the fire of hospitality in the hall, the genial fire
of charity in the heart. – Washington Irving
How worthy it is to remember former benefits when we come to beg for
new. – Stephen Charnock
It is only with gratitude that life becomes rich. – Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Don’t grumble because you don’t get what you want; be grateful you don’t
get what you deserve. – Anon
There is nothing so stirring in the matter of moving us to pray as being
thankful to God for what He has done for us and with us. – E F HallockThe
entire Bible is a book on godliness. – Anon
Where Scripture leads, we may safely follow. – Loraine Boettner
There is no faith without God’s Word. – John Calvin
The weaker we feel, the harder we lean. And the harder we lean, the
stronger we grow spiritually, even while our bodies waste away. – J I
Packer
God does not witness to the world by taking His people out of suffering,
but rather by demonstrating His grace through them in the midst of pain. –
C Samuel Storms
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Noah and the Ark – 2020 version
In the year 2020, Noah was living in England when the Lord came
unto him and said, “Once again, the earth has become too wicked to
continue. Build another Ark and save two of every living thing. You
have six months before I will start the unending rain for 40 days and
40 nights.”
Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his
garden, but no Ark. “Noah”, He roared, “I’m about to start the rain!
Where is the Ark?”
“Forgive me Lord”, begged Noah “but things have been difficult. I
needed Building Regulations approval because the Ark was over 30
square metres. I’ve been arguing with the Fire Brigade about the
need for a sprinkler system. My neighbour's claim that I should have
obtained planning permission for building the Ark in my garden because it is a development of the site even though in my opinion it is a
temporary structure, but the roof is too high.
“The Local Area Access Group complained that my ramp was going
to be too steep and the inside of the Ark wasn’t fully accessible.
Getting the wood has been another problem. All the decent trees
have Tree Preservation Orders on them and we live in a Site of Special Scientific Interest set up in order to preserve the Spotted Owl. I
tried to convince them that I needed the wood to save the owls –
but no go!
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“When I started gathering the animals the RSPCA sued me for intending
to confine wild animals without the proper paperwork. The County
Council, the Environment Agency and the Rivers Authority have ruled
that I can’t build the Ark until they’ve conducted an Environmental Impact Study on your proposed flood. The Trade Unions insist that I can’t
use my sons to build the Ark; I can only employ members of the Shipbuilding and Allied Trades union. Finally, Customs and Excise have seized
all my assets, claiming I am going to attempt to leave the country illegally
with endangered species.
“So, forgive me Lord, but it will take me at least another ten years to finish this Ark.”
Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine, and a rainbow
stretched across the sky. “No need for me to destroy the world after all,”
observed God.
“The government has the matter already in hand.”
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Helping Christians in Beirut after the explosion
The charity Barnabas Fund has thanked its supporters for their generous
response to an emergency appeal that followed the disastrous
explosion at the port in Lebanon on 4th August.
It meant that Barnabas Fund was able to send more than £85,000 to
help Christians in Beirut with food and the repair of their homes. As a
spokesman for Barnabas Fund explains: “All those being assisted were
already very poor and vulnerable, even before the explosion. Some of
those we are helping are Muslim-background believers from nearby
countries, who cannot receive other aid because coming forward would
reveal the fact that they were converts from Islam, thus endangering
themselves.”
Four of the five neighborhoods worst affected are predominantly
Christian. Help is still very much needed. If you would like to give, a
monthly food parcel costs £27, or to help repair a home costs £380. Visit
https://barnabasfund.org
A Notice to all Readers:
It may appear as you are reading this, that this is a Fowler/Fowler
Edition of the Portsdown Post!
If it were not for the ‘Parish Pump’ which I have leaned on during
this time of Covid-19, it would have been impossible to fill the
pages.
So please remember that it is your magazine and help me out with
some articles!
Your editor.
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A spirit guest?
When new neighbour's moved in next door, they held a
House Warming party and invited the entire road. My
husband and I were glad to go along, as our daughters were both five
years old. But next morning I was taken aback when my daughter told
me that the mother had taken her into the kitchen and given her ‘a spirit
guest’, which my daughter had really enjoyed. Now she wanted me to
get her ‘a spirit guest.’
I was wondering how to contact the local vicar for exorcism when I
realised that my daughter meant ‘asparagus’.
Moses revisited
Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned in
Sunday school.

“Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy
lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got
to the Red Sea, he had his engineers build a pontoon bridge and all the
people walked across safely. Then he radioed headquarters for
reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the
Israelites were saved.”
“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his mother
asked, somewhat alarmed.
“Well, no, Mum. But if I told it the way the teacher did, you’d never
believe it!”
The police officer asked me where I had been between 5 and 6. He
seemed irritated when I answered “kindergarten.”
The cable repairman was on my street and asked me what time it was. I
told him it was between 1:00 pm and 5:00 pm.
22
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Associate Minister
Curate (Lay Minister)
Church Warden
Lighthouse
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Christ Church Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Revd Andy Wilson
Revd Laura Cameron
Matt Grove
Stephen Anderson
Jackie Quinn
Emma Evans
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Ismay Doughty
Norma Gibney
Ros Molloy
8am—8pm

02392 267261
01329 830145
02392 666488
07982 253 597

02392 619709
02392 379992
02392 384873
07745 128499
02392 373099
02392 373099
07305040028
02392 359145
02392 268928
07842 367490

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

07745 128499
02392 351532

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges

02392 343247
02392 615510

Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

02392 343247
02392 343247
02392 253011
07971027569

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

02392 615510

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

02392 343247

