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From Matt our Curate 

I’d firstly like to thank you all for 

your welcome and support over the 

last few months and for your 

messages and prayers for my 

ordination in October. It has 

certainly been a strange time, 

especially trying to settle 

somewhere new and learn about 

the pattern of life and worship in the parishes. The phrase heard 

most frequently is ‘How we normally do things’ or ‘before COVID’. 

Of course this alludes to a time and normality that I only know 

through those of you that share it with me. It reminds me how we 

often anchor our present uncertainty within the assured experience 

that the past offers us, and in the hope of what might be to come.  

Indeed, this pattern is somewhat intrinsic to the life of faith. As we 

read through our bibles, we find a history of people making quite 

bad decisions, that deny themselves the fullness of flourishing that 

God desires for us all. Yet we also encounter God’s interactions 

within that, we find that he pursues, welcomes, forgives and gives 

of himself for us, we find a God that loves for love of loving. To read 

scripture, is to remember both human nature and divine nature, 

and to find both reconciled as we encounter Christ in the Gospels. 

As we do so, we find that to ‘remember’ gives us an understanding 

of the past, it puts the present in context and it gives us hope for 

the future, all with a fuller biblical focus that allows us a greater 

glimpse of the flourishing God offers, the depth of His grace and the 

fullness of His love.  
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For many reasons, the month of November is a time of remembrance. It 

is a time that we remember the sacrifice of the many for the few, of lives 

lost in the quest for, and preservation of, our liberty and freedom. It is a 

time to pause, to reflect, to give thanks, to remember and to hopefully 

prize peace more ardently.  

However, it starts with All saints Day, a time to remember the 

community of saints. Those that have walked the journey of faith before 

us, leaving the paths once trodden as guides for us to follow, and a 

wealth of memories, writings and thoughts in their wake to offer us 

encouragement along the way. Later in the month we celebrate Christ 

the King, a time to remember and to celebrate the majesty of Jesus, a 

time to crown him with every good thing due his name. The end of the 

month marks the beginning of  Advent, as we remember once more, and 

perhaps more pertinently this year, that hope is not found in the 

absence of anxiety and uncertainty, but in the birth of a baby, a saviour 

and a king, and as we prepare for him the be born in our hearts again. 

Until then,  may this month be a time for us all to remember, to 

remember the fallen, to remember all that God has done, all that Jesus 

is, and all that means for us. May that draw us all into a deeper 

understanding of the past, a fuller context for the present and may we 

be so filled with hope for the future, that it bursts forth as we share it 

with others.  

With much love and prayers this November, 

 

Matt   

Revd Matt Grove 

Curate of Christ Church Portsdown 

St Johns Purbrook 
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From the Editor 

As we go into ‘Lockdown’ once again the things 

important to us are once again brought down to 

the basics, being with our immediate family, our homes and our pets.  

My brother sends me regular updates of his daughter who is a teacher 

and recently had to self isolate because of a fellow teacher,  and her 2 

rescue dogs (they rescue people not the other way round) and their new 

cat Chewie (his son in law is a star wars fan)  I forward them on to our 

cousin who is working from home and also has 2 dogs.  It’s a good way to 

keep in contact over the miles.  In Germany they too have gone into 

Lockdown.  What is important at this time is to keep in contact with each 

other, to support each other and to pray for each other. 

I have been reading a series of books about a family during the 2nd world 

war.  They suffered far more than us, the food shortages, lack of 

information about their loved ones husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, 

sisters and brothers.  All separated by events they couldn't control. 

My parents were separated for years when my father was posted to 

North Africa and Israel. Letters were all they had when they got through.  

David and I were only separated for about 15 months, almost 

immediately after our marriage, and letters and a long distance person to 

person phone call were all we had.  But it made me appreciate what they 

went through 

At least there will be an end to what we are going through, even if 

families are unable to meet up at the moment they will eventually.   

All we can do is pray. 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org. 
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CAROLS WITH COMPASSION: A VIRTUAL CAROL SERVICE IN 

PARTNERSHIP WITH TBN 

At a time when we're not sure how Christmas will look, and we're facing 

the prospect of carol services being cancelled for fear of infection 

spreading, we're offering a free virtual carol concert to celebrate our 

unchanging God. Airing on Sunday 6 December at 8pm, this hour-long 

carol service will be uplifting and faith-building. Together we’ll celebrate 

the hope of the Christmas message with heart-warming Christmas carol 

singing and Bible readings in a traditional church setting with a 

contemporary twist. 
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Mission of the Month –Simeon’s Trust 

Simeon's Trustees and Hyndman's Trustees are leading and long-standing 

Church of England patronage trusts, with patronage interests in nearly 

200 parishes in over 40 dioceses, often as sole patron. Founded in 1836 by 

Charles Simeon (who is commemorated in the Church of England 

Calendar on 13 November), Simeon's Trustees are guided by his charge to 

his founding trustees and their successors, for the benefit of the parishes 

in our care. Hyndman's Trust was brought together with Simeon's in 1990. 

The trusts are generally thought of as representing the evangelical 

tradition in the Church of England, but Simeon's Charge does not set out a 

'party' position, and we have patronage interests in parishes in a range of 

traditions, which we respect. 

Our main role is when a benefice is in vacancy, working with PCCs, 

Dioceses and, for a significant number of our benefices, other patrons, 

towards the appointment of a new minister. 

However, in addition to involvement at other key times, we give ongoing 

prayer support for our parishes and clergy 

Prayer Diary 

A weekly diary is published on the website, each week of the year a 

Simeon’s Trust parish is mentioned in prayer by supporters. 

Both Christ Church Portsdown (October 22nd) and 

Church of the Good Shepherd Crookhorn (October 

29th) are included. 

Charles Simeon is remembered on the 13th Of 

November the anniversary of his death in 1836 
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DO YOU KNOW WHY? 

I know how proud you are of your children and  grandchildren etc and 

like to proclaim the fact with a sticker in the back window of your cars. 

Stickers worded like, Dad’s little princess, Mum’s taxi, Grandad’s little 

angel or just plain  child on board!! But do you really know why you 

show that sticker? Yes it’s nice for you proclaim that you are very proud 

parents / grandparents but there is a more serious essential reason why 

those stickers were bought out in the first place. Years ago there was a 

series of serious Road Traffic Accidents (RTA’s) involving children in cars. 

One involved a young child being catapulted 30 yards through the 

windscreen, one involved a baby in a section of a car thrown across the 

opposite carriageway on a motorway and one where a child was thrown 

out of a car into the undergrowth at the side of the road and not found 

till several hours later. In all these cases the parent /grandparent / 

guardian was not at the scene having either been taken away by 

ambulance, interviewed by the police or being treated in an ambulance 

for minor injuries and shock so nothing was known about young children 

being in the vehicle.  

These are just 3 examples but there were quite a few at the time. It was 

because of these incidents that these child on board stickers etc were 

bought out, to warn the emergency services that in the case of an 

accident, unless told otherwise, they should be looking for a young child 

and to spread the search a distance away from the vehicle. However a 

word of caution about the display of these stickers. As officer in charge 

of 2 fire crews I attended a serious RTA, car badly damaged with a child 

on board sticker in the back window. The driver obviously gone to 

hospital. Inquiries made to the police and people in the vicinity asking 

about a child drew a blank so a search was initiated to look for a child. 

After about half an hour a family member turned up and being asked 

about a child in the car was told ‘oh no it’s with its grandma at home’!!! 

Think about your sticker in your window. 

Dave Fowler 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (7) 

“All people that on earth do dwell” 

Some may remember the city of Geneva for holidays among the 

lakes and mountain scenery; others think of the United Nations and 

international diplomacy. It has also come to stand for the religious 

traditions of the Puritans and the historic ‘Geneva Bible’ 

Even in the sixteenth century, Geneva was a great ‘united nations’ 

of refugees fleeing from religious persecution. Among them was 

Scotsman William Kethe, who shared in translating the Bible and 

wrote this enduring hymn, based on Psalm 100. Its famous tune, 

written by a Frenchman, is known as the ‘Old Hundredth’ 

 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

Him serve with fear, his praise forthtell, 

Come ye before him, and rejoice 

William Kethe (d. 1594) 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

 

Dave Fowler 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020 

they will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go 

to their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details: For Christ Church: Parish: 

Portsdown Christ Church Diocese: Portsmouth PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving .  
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Sending 

(Gen.1:1, Jn.1:1, Jn 20:21,22) 

As it was in the beginning 

Sending Lord, 

Of your Son and your Spirit, 

Of your people through generations, 

Now, Lord, you send us 

To where you already are, 

Love-links 

To the margins and the mainstream, 

To the visible and the hidden needs 

Of those in darkness. 

As it was in the beginning Lord, 

Speak the light 

Of your word of truth. 

Jesus, 

Sent and sending, 

Life and Light, 

Switch us on 

In the power of your Spirit, 

That, sent, we might shine your presence 

And bring glory to the Father 

And to the Son 

And to the Holy Spirit. 

Part of your mission 

As it was in the beginning. 

By Daphne Kitching  
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War and Peace 

War is not a new thing 

It’s been here from the start, 

When Cain slew brother Abel 

And their lives were torn apart. 

Brother still fights brother 

And nations go to war, 

It seems these things will never end 

Perhaps we need to ask ‘what for?’ 

Man has chosen his own path 

Where might and power tell, 

But God desires a better way 

Where harmony and peace can dwell. 

And so a time will come at last 

When all man’s rule will cease, 

Emmanuel will come to reign, 

Our Lord and Saviour, Prince of 

Peace. 

By Megan Carter 
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Remembrance by Tracey Harvey 

As we approach another remembrance date it comes to mind that the 

men, women, children and even animals who lived through and took part 

in that horrific period of the Great War and WWII world history it could 

very easily become forgotten along with those wars since:, Vietnam, 

Korea, Falklands, Northern Ireland, Kosovo, Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Forgetting must never be allowed and as part of that heritage of fortitude 

and resilience of conflict we have a number of our own congregation, St 

Johns and our communities, who served during the years and in any 

number of areas and locations around the world. Things that could not be 

talked about and possibly still cannot be spoken of: Royal Navy, Army, 

Royal Airforce activities and exploits that we will never come to be aware 

of that stretch the human psyche to its limits and beyond. Our Veterans 

breakfast club has a host of people who have been part of our rich history 

in a variety of ways: Bletchley Park, Diving, Radar, Engineers, Gunners, 

Nurses, Bomb disposal, reconnaissance, to name only a few. Our earliest 

serving member served from 1942.  

With permission of her son I am able to tell you a little of her war and 

service connection. At the outbreak of War in 1939 Patricia Ferrier at 16 

years of age worked in Whitehall. Due to the bombing taking place the 

staff were moved to Liverpool for safety; where they were bombed there 

instead! Her role? Due to her ability to speak German she translated from 

German to English the Red Cross Prisoner of War notifications that 

arrived in the UK. Once translated they would be transposed into 

telegrams and sent on to the families of those interred. Pat then decided 

to join the RN as a radar mechanic which she carried out until the 

completion of war. 

Pat’s husband Alex Ferrier CGM PoLWC was also in the RN as a leading 

signalman 
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After the Polish Warship Squadron was established consisting of ships 

that escaped from Poland in 1939 he was assigned to the ORP Grom, a 

Polish destroyer to liaise with the RN ships.  He was highly decorated for 

his heroic actions during the German attack and sinking of the Grom, be-

ing awarded one of the highest Polish military decorations; the PoLWC, 

The Polish Cross of Valour. There is film footage on youtube which shows 

this ship being hit and the rescue that followed. Included is a RN crew-

man’s dog which was also rescued and is in the footage with Alex and his 

comrades: “News from Norway (Grom Sunk)”  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWrHm2UixSI   

Shortly after the French armistice with Germany in 1940 he was involved 

in the ‘Fire Ships’ action to prevent French warships falling into German 

hands on the African Coast. 

Alex received the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal for being part of a team 

of crack divers who rode an underwater vehicle (much like a torpedo with 

seats) called a “Chariot”. Each 2man team became known as a “Human 

Torpedo” (indeed at times they were torpedoed out of the torpedo 

chambers) . They were responsible for the submersible taking explosives 

and placing them by hand underwater on the hulls of ships or Uboats 

with the intent to disable the sea going assets of the enemy. Unfortu-

nately, after one of the successful taskings Alex and a colleague had to 

escape on foot. They were captured and became POW. At the end of the 

war he returned home safely to meet and marry Pat.  

These teams were part of the SOE and the forerunner of SBS. Further 

links for reading: 

https://www.underwatertrust.org.uk/the-operations/ 

Above the Waves The Story of the Midget Submarines and Human Torpe-

does a book by CET Warren & James Benson 
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I am sure that those of you who are reading this have your own stories 

to tell? It would be a privilege to read them and so important to have 

our history remembered for our future generations. 

Lest we forget. We will remember them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Soldier’s Prayer 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve, 

I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things, 

I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches, that I might be happy, 

I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 

I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men, 

I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life, 

I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 

I got nothing that I asked for – 

But everything that I had hoped for, 

Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. 

I am among all men most richly blessed. 

Soldier in American Civil War 
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The Revd John Crew considers an historic moment in recent history.  

80 years on, we still need courage and endurance 

This year is the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain – when the horrors 

of the Luftwaffe bombs were heavy over British skies. On this 

Remembrance Day we can only imagine the terror of living in Coventry, in 

Liverpool, in London during those months, 80 years ago. It must have 

seemed like the beginning of the end of the world. 

It is a good time to stop and thank God that in the end, evil did not prevail. 

Hitler did not win the battle to dominate Europe. His expected ‘rule of a 

1000 years’ lasted a mere 12 years (1933 to 1945). And we can thank God 

for the courage and endurance of our fathers and grandfathers, our 

mothers and grandmothers, in the midst of such towering darkness and 

destruction. 

Sadly, 80 years on, the world is still at war. Man’s greed, arrogance and 

desire for domination have not gone away. There are still battles to be 

fought for our land, major problems to be solved. Coronavirus, economic 

uncertainty, terrorism, climate warming… the threats are different from 

Hitler, but our need for courage, endurance and perseverance is the same. 

It is a good time to pray for our nation and ourselves, to turn to God in 

repentance and in faith, to ‘walk more nearly’ and ‘follow Him more 

clearly’. It is a good time to be ready to serve our God and serve our 

neighbour in whatever ways lie open before us. 
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Russia’s new draft law bars pastors trained overseas from preaching  

Russia’s new draft law on freedom of conscience and religious association 

will make it impossible for pastors trained outside of the Russian Federa-

tion to preach in a church or even conduct home Bible study groups, warn 

Barnabas Fund contacts. 

The bill amending Federal Law, which was recently recommended for ap-

proval by the State Duma, calls for the compulsory recertification in Rus-

sian educational institutions of pastors and “personnel of religious organi-

sations” who have received religious education abroad, otherwise they 

will not be able to engage in teaching and religious activities. 

Its main goal is to “prevent the participation of clergymen who have re-

ceived religious education abroad and spread religious extremist ideology 

in the activities of religious organisations”. 

The new law is also intended to prevent “the involvement of members of 

a religious group in extremist activities and activities aimed at financing 

terrorism”. 

Sergei Ryakhovsky, head bishop of the Russian United Union of Christians 

of Evangelical Faith – Pentecostals (ROSHVE), said in an interview with an 

international news agency in September that the bill will deal a “powerful 

blow” to religious organisations. It “directly impedes the spread of the 

Gospel” and does not meet its stated goals of combating extremism, he 

said. 

A Barnabas Fund contact said the new bill is being introduced at a time 

when the government is making it increasingly difficult for Christian theo-

logical educational institutions to operate. 

“Over the past two years there has been an insistent campaign to revoke 

licences from Christian educational institutions,” our contact said. “I don’t 

know of a single university or seminary where there were no inspections 

and various judicial instances. 
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They needed to prove that the government was illegally trying to revoke 

the licences “Moscow Biblical Seminary was unable to prove this, was 

left without a licence and was forced to close.” 

Refugee bakers feed people in need from church kitchen 

A bakery set up in a church kitchen to train refugee women in bread-

making skills is now supplying its local food bank with more than 200 

loaves a week following the coronavirus lockdown. 

Proof Bakery in Coventry, founded two years ago in conjunction with the 

Church Urban Fund, is sending 250 loaves a week to Coventry Food Bank, 

paid for by regular customers – and increasingly donors from as far afield 

as Scotland and Singapore. 

The bakery, specialising in sourdough but teaching a range of baking 

skills, meets in St Catherine’s Church in Stoke Aldermoor, Coventry. So 

far 11 refugee women have graduated from the bakery’s training pro-

gramme, with three currently employed at the bakery. Two of its bakers 

are refugees from the conflict in Syria. 

The bakery is aiming for 500 donated loaves a week for the food bank 

and people in need. “We are expecting demand to keep increasing as 

more people lose employment. And with the bakery restarting its train-

ing programme for refugees this month, there is no better time to sup-

port it.” 

Egypt tops list as 3.7 million Scriptures given to children last year 

Bible Society teams worldwide provided almost 3.7 million Scripture 

items for children last year. More than 1.1 million children’s Scriptures 

were distributed in Egypt alone. This is the largest number for one na-

tion, in a place where ministry with young people is a top priority. 

Through festivals, competitions and quizzes, the Bible Society of Egypt 

engages with hundreds of thousands of children each year 
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Poppy Appeal 2020 

Look out for the Poppy Appeal again this year, but not so much via 

street collections. Instead, the Royal British Legion will focus on 

contactless donations, as a safer way forward during the pandemic. 

One such method will be ‘point of sale donations’. This means that 

when you shop at your supermarket and reach the till or online, you 

may be invited to round up your total to the nearest pound to help the 

Poppy Appeal. 

A spokesman for the Royal British Legion said: “The Poppy Appeal 2020 

is very much still going ahead”, but that “the safety and wellbeing of our 

volunteers, staff and members is paramount. 

This means that collectors who fall into the vulnerable category have 

been advised “not to take part in activity on behalf of the Poppy Appeal 

that would expose them to any additional risks while coronavirus is still 

present.” 

And yet the need is still huge: “Members of the Armed Forces 

Community are suffering significant hardship as a result of the Covid-19 

outbreak and we at the Royal British Legion will do everything we 

possibly can to support them.” 
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Family tree 

At a drinks party at a wealthy golf club, the conversation 

turned to the subject of ancestry. “Of course, we trace our 

family back to coming over with William the Conqueror,” observed one 

lady with satisfaction. She turned to a second woman, who was new to 

the club, and asked, “What about you dear? Can you go back very far?” 

“Not very far,” came the reply. “You see, all the early family records 

were lost in the Flood.” 

Food 

People at my workplace have started a funny new tradition where they 

give names to the food in the office fridge. Today I ate a sandwich called 

Mark, followed by some cake called Rosie. 

Objects of faith 

A teacher gave her class a ‘show and tell’ assignment. Each youngster 

was asked to bring in an object to share with the class that represented 

their religion. 

Benjamin got up in front of the class and said: “I’m Jewish, and this is a 

Star of David.” 

Mary stood up next and said: “I’m a Catholic and this is a Rosary.” 

Then Tim stood up. “I’m a Baptist, and this is a casserole.” 

Miscellaneous musings modern life… 

In filling out an application, where it says, ‘In case of emergency, notify:’ I 

put ‘DOCTOR.’ 

Member of the congregation to minister: “I didn’t say it was your fault, I 

said I was blaming you.” 

Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 

The older you get, the tougher it is to lose weight because by then, your 

body and your fat are really good friends. 
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Why should you bother to pray?  

The great preacher C.H. Spurgeon once said this of prayer: ‘God says to 

His own son: “Ask of Me and I will give you the nation for your inher-

itance.” [Psalm 2:7-8] If the royal and divine Son cannot be exempt from 

the rule of asking, that He may have; you and I cannot expect that rule to 

be relaxed in our favour. God will bless Elijah and send rain – but Elijah 

must pray for it.’ And God promises us that if we really seek Him, He will 

make sure that we find Him. 
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