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Christmas can’t come too early
Every year it happens. I hear Christians lamenting how ‘Christmas
comes earlier every year.’
Since this September (or before!) supermarkets, shops and garden
centres have been selling Christmas jumpers, socks and pyjamas
and all kinds of other seasonal merchandise. Should we be annoyed
or exasperated? Should we have gone around reminding people
that it’s much too early for tinsel and mistletoe?
This year, of all years, the answer from churches and Christians of all
denominations must surely be a resounding ‘NO.’
As people began looking to Christmas for some light in the gloom of
the pandemic – and hard-hit businesses desperately need to
increase their income and chances of survival – it sounds a woefully
wrong note if the Church is saying ‘hold back, it’s not time yet…’
Because Christmas is that time of year when increasing numbers of
people want to come to church services and share in the story of
the new-born King. It is when carols are played in shopping centres,
and there are openings to speak of the meaning of the season.

Churches might not be able to host big indoor carol services this
year, but the challenge is how we take the Christmas message out
into the streets and neighbourhoods around our buildings.
This year has been one like no other for millions of people, with
little prospect of better news into the New Year. So we need to be
declaring the Christmas message of hope and light and joy in the
darkness. And to be doing so at every opportunity.
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But also, we need to be doing so with sensitivity and care, for the many
who will find it hard to be celebrating this pandemic year, and with the
prospect of large family gatherings in doubt because of Covid 19
regulations.
Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell wrote in his 2009 book ‘Do Nothing
Christmas is Coming’, “Christmas is one of the most joyful times of the
year. It is also one of the most stressful. It is laden with expectations. It is
often overtaken with grief. It might be the season of good will, but it can
feel like the last straw on an already overburdened camel.” He added
ruefully, “Wise men would not ride this one.”
Archbishop Cottrell is right that Christmas has to be approached
sensitively, that we need to take care in how we celebrate, that for many
people who have lost loved ones and livelihoods during this traumatic
year, Christmas will not be easy.
We come alongside people with the news that the baby born in the
manger grew up to be the Man of Sorrows, acquainted with grief, who
experienced suffering and bereavement. God, born as Man, who shared
our pain as well as our celebrations, ultimately died on a cross to rise
again.
Our mission is to bring a message of hope, and to do so with love,
humility and sensitivity to a hurting disorientated world – one that’s
eager for light in the gloom.
The Revd Peter Crumpler is a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts,
a former Director of Communications with the CofE, and the author of
‘Responding to Post-Truth’ (Grove Books).

3

From the Editor
Last month I wrote as we were once more going
into ‘lockdown’.
The new rules for our area (2) seem almost as harsh. As we all try and
get our heads round what we can or cannot do! My cousin’s son is in an
acting school, they are putting on a show in London and really want me
to go, they think January. What a quandary! I cant go and stay with
them, not supposed to travel in a car with them, avoid unnecessary
travel, and as it isn't for Christmas I suppose it will be classed as that.
It is difficult at the moment, and as it is winter it can be depressing to
have to ‘stay at home’. But as I look out of the window I see the winter
flowering shrubs, the birds feeding, and so many different species. They
all have their individual characteristics, the finches, sparrows and
starlings arrive and feed in groups, robins and bluetits tend to arrive on
their own. The rooks wait patiently on the rooftops and the doves and
pigeons follow the little birds to pick up their leftovers.

Then there are the squirrels, you could get annoyed as they swing from
the bird feeders, but they are so skilled in their aerobatics as they jump
from branch to branch it is difficult to be angry with them.
At night when I top up the feeders my head torch illustrates tiny mice as
they balance on the branches and the feeder trays, the light picks up
pairs of eyes as the little foxes watch me.
All this in a normal time I would miss because I would be going about
being busy, driving from place to place and not taking the time to
wonder at God’s Creation that He has put in place for us to enjoy.
Ruth Fowler (magazine@christchurchportsdown.org.).
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CAROLS WITH COMPASSION: A VIRTUAL CAROL SERVICE IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH TBN
At a time when we're not sure how Christmas will look, and we're facing
the prospect of carol services being cancelled for fear of infection
spreading, we're offering a free virtual carol concert to celebrate our
unchanging God. Airing on Sunday 6 December at 8pm, this hour-long
carol service will be uplifting and faith-building. Together we’ll celebrate
the hope of the Christmas message with heart-warming Christmas carol
singing and Bible readings in a traditional church setting with a
contemporary twist.
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Mission of the Month –The Children's Society
Suhail's Story
Suhail arrived in the UK aged just 14 years old. Like many young refugees
and migrants, he had to fight hard to start a new life. He struggled with
mental health but has now found his feet. He has a passion for
photography and takes photos of his time in London.
Fighting quicksand
When Suhail first arrived in the UK, it wasn't easy. 'You basically start a
new life, in a new country, new culture, with new things around. It’s like
you’re stuck in the middle of somewhere like clay or quicksand. When you
try to get out, it’s really hard.'
Being alone, he had to learn to get by the hard way. ‘It’s really extremely
hard, because you don’t know anything. Especially if you have to do
everything on your own without your family.'
At first he felt desperately sad. He had no one to turn to. 'I used to get
really emotional, I felt like crying
It was a hard time. Still is. But right now I feel a little bit better.
Suhail was introduced to us and we were able to work with him through his
more difficult times. We helped with his age dispute and supported him with his
mental health.

'Many times I struggled to keep my life. I was going to end it. But it was
The Children’s Society and their help, giving me a plan and what I should
do when I felt like this...I can definitely say that is one of the reasons I am
still alive now.'
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Now I feel different, I feel a little bit strong
Suhail is feeling more confident now 'and hoping that everything will one
day sort out.
I feel less lonely compared to other places I've been
'All the different ways I have experienced difficulties, losing my family,
coming here, I learned from each of them. I got the wisdom and
understanding from these things.
Hopefully I will get back to my family and find them, and go to university.
Being the person that I want to be.'
Suhail quote
This is a true story but names and identifying details have been changed
to protect the young person.
https://www.thechildrenssociety.org
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (8)
“GLORIOUS THINGS OF THEE ARE SPOKEN”
John Newton played an important part in the battle to have hymns
– as distinct from psalms – accepted in church. While in Liverpool,
he and his wife Mary would often spend an hour on Sunday
evenings praying and singing with friends. In his first parish as a
minister at Olney in Buckinghamshire, the weeknight meetings
where this hymn was first sung soon had to move to larger
premises. And on Sundays, Newton’s ministry attracted so many
that a gallery had to be built in the church to make room for
everybody!
Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
He whose word cannot be broken
Formed thee for his own abode.
On the rock of ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvations walls surrounded,
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes.

John Newton (1725 – 1807)
Taken from the Lion book ‘Great hymns and their stories’
Compiled by Christopher Idle

Dave Fowler
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Amazon Smile
Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping
on Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a percentage to a charity of your
choice.
Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose
The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ
Church Portsdown As your chosen charity, after that whenever you
shop on Amazon Smile it will automatically select Christ Church as
your charity
Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will
be a good time to select Smile.

Ecclesiastical 130
Our church is insured with an insurance company called
Ecclesiastical.
To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer
to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home
insurance cover with them before 31st December 2020
they will donate £130. to our church. To view this offer go
to their website
Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130
and quote
TRUST 130
Remember unless it is extended further time is running out!
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Church Giving
GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from
cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you
usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching
to Direct Debit or online payment.
The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be
done online or by telephone
You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk
or by calling 0333 002 1271
To register you will need the following details:
For Christ Church:
Parish: Portsdown Christ Church: Diocese: Portsmouth: PGS Parish Code:
290629068
For St John’s:
Parish: St John the Baptist Village: Purbrook Diocese: Portsmouth PGS
Parish Code: 290629070
You will also need your own bank details.
If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a
one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/
giving
For St. Johns please contact the vicar or warden.
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Who Knew?
Who saw the man and pregnant girl
Pressing through the crowded street
Struggling through the human swirl
On tired legs and aching feet?
Who knew?
Who heard her cries, in labour’s pain
Deep within a battered shed?
Who cared for their impoverished shame
Who thought about her grassy bed?
Who knew?
Who, listening to an infant’s cries
Hearing a birth, they thought it strange?
Expressed an int’rest, or surprise?
Who recognised that awesome change?
Who knew?
Who saw the shepherds rush along
Through sleeping streets at dead of night?
Who heard the angels’ glorious song?
Or saw the star that shone so bright?
Who knew?
Who, fighting through the Christmas throngs
Or, settling down to watch TV
Eats Christmas food, sings Christmas songs
Who can the coming Saviour see?
Who knows?
By Nigel Beeton
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Christmas to Me
Christmas to me is nativity
And the sound of carol-singing;
But to others it is revelry
And the sound of shop tills ringing.
Christmas to me is shepherds

On a hillside attending their sheep;
And the sound of angelic voices
Over a town bathed in sleep.
Christmas to me is the Magi
Who put all of their faith in a star,
And in search of the little Christ child
They willingly travelled so far.
Christmas to me is worship
Giving thanks for the Saviour’s birth;
But to many of the folk I know
Christmas has no real worth.
So what will YOU see this Christmas?
Will you think of that baby so small?
And recognise that the love of God
Came to earth that first Christmas of all?

By Colin Hammacott
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From the archives two articles from Meg & Ron Wells published in the
Portsdown Post in 1996/1997

A Letter in Time?
During the first week of last October there was a series of letters
published in the 'Times' correspondence columns on the subject of the
necessity or otherwise for brides to promise that they will obey their
husbands. I found the letters for the most part tedious and sterile.
Learned theologians though some of the correspondents might be, some
of them wrote as if they had never even kissed a girl, let alone married
one. I decided I would try and stop their nonsence, and wrote the
following letter, which was published on October 7th 1997.
To the Editor of The Times.
Sir, Discussion as to whether a bride should say 'obey' reminds me of my
own wedding on August 19th 1939.
In the prayer book service that was coming into use, the bride could
chose whether to say 'obey' or not. I said to my bride 'I will not have you
promise anything so absurd'. She replied 'Very well dear, if you say so, I
wont'.
Sadly, she died on June 16th this year. We were still as deeply in love as
we were on the day we married.
yours faithfully
Ronald V Wells.
The correspondence in 'The Times' ceased, as I had hoped it would. There
was nothing more to say!

I had not, however, anticipated a further result:
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I rapidly accumulated a bundle of of personal letters from complete
strangers thanking me for my letter. All were congratulatory, one was
from an old gentleman. Even more surprising was a letter from a young
married couple, thanking me for the inspiration and hope I had given
them. Others thought the first paragraph the best joke they had read for
a long time. The most extraordinary one was from a Roman Catholic parish priest who recognised that ours have been a Christian marriage, congratulated me on its success and our example to others. He promised to
pray for me and Meg.
Are we too diffident about successful and exemplary marriages? Marriages grounded in love, respect and Christian principles? Need all the reports
in the media be to devoted to marriage failures?
There are many who boldly and falsely assume that a Christian marriage
must be of necessity be a dull and timid one. How little do they know!
Ron Wells

Miscellaneous observations …
The love of God is broader than the measures of man’s mind. – Frederick Faber
Advertising: The science of arresting the human intelligence long
enough to get money from it. – Stephen Leacock
Many Christians have so busied themselves with programmes and activities that they no longer know how to be silent and meditate on God’s
Word or recognise the mysteries that are in the Person of Christ. – Ravi
Zacharias
And finally, in the build-up to Christmas, remember:

Drive carefully. It’s not only cars that can be recalled by their maker
15

No Room?
It is very unfortunate that our familiar translation of the New Testament uses the word 'inn' for the place where Mary and Joseph found
no room. The Greek word means a large covered space, not anything
in the least as cosy as the word 'inn' implies.
Moffat, one of the earlier modern translators, uses the word 'klan'
which is the equivalent to 'caravanserai', an extremely unsuitable environment for a young woman in the early stages of labour. It would b
crowded with people of both sexes, with little or no privacy available.
Soem sensible person must have sized up the situation and got her
away into the place where the beasts where housed. Here Mary could
be private and quiet.
We do not know what help she had. There are all sorts of old legends
about that. Women will always help in that situation. All we are told is
that the baby was put in a manger for a cradle. This would be out of
the draught and full of clean straw or hay.
By the time the Magi arrived the Holy Family were in a house (Matthew
2 v 11) This may have been up to two years after the birth in the stable,
since then Herod had ordered the killing of all the boys under two
years of age (Matthew 2 v 16). Ephiphany, the visit of the Magi, and
the Nativity are not the same event, whatever our Christmas cards may
lead us to believe.
Meg Wells
Kingsclere Ward
St Marys Hospital
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Preparing for Advent & Christmas 2020: Comfort
and Joy
Comfort and Joy holds together the hope that Christmas will bring joy and celebration after a uniquely
difficult year with an acknowledgement that – for
those who have lost loved ones or livelihoods, or who are potentially still
not able to be together with loved ones – it may be the Church’s role,
both nationally and locally, to provide consolation, rather than assume
everyone will be ready to join in jubilation. What are the key elements of
Comfort and Joy?
As in previous years, the national Church will work with dioceses and
churches to make a range of digital and print content available, branded
with the Comfort and Joy theme:
Reflections
There will be weekly reflections published on social media and available
by email and app for each Sunday of Advent. We have partnered with a
number of public figures to produce short reflections exploring the
theme. Comfort and Joy: Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas mirrors
the structure of a traditional carol service, exploring both biblical texts
and the words of much-loved Christmas carols.
The reflections for each day from Christmas Day to 2 January feature contributions from Kate Bottley, Jonathan Bryan, Bob Chilcott, Martha Collison, Stephen Cottrell, Guli Francis-Dehqani, Chine McDonald, Sally Phillips
and Justin Welby. The booklet is introduced by the Archbishops and has
been edited by the Ven John Kiddle, Archdeacon of Wandsworth, author
of the best-selling God With Us: Your Christmas Journey.
They will also be made available freely via audio, smart speaker, as well
as via app and email formats with accompanying prayer activities for children and families.
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Working with the Archbishop of York's Youth Trust and the Evangelism &
Discipleship team, we will also produce a series of youth reflections in
December.
National online services streaming dates
In collaboration with a range of Christian charities and organisations, we
will produce nine online services throughout Advent and Christmas. This
will include an online service for each Sunday of Advent, a Christingle
with the Children's Society, nine lessons and carols and midnight services. Charities involved include Christian Aid, Church Army, Embrace
and Marie Curie. The online weekly services have been very well received on social media and continue to attract a diverse audience including regular churchgoers, people exploring faith and a wide age demographic. They will all be broadcast on the Church's YouTube and Facebook pages.
29 November 9:00am - Worship at Home for the First Sunday of Advent
with St Martin-in-the-Fields
6 December 9:00am - Worship at Home for the Second Sunday of Advent with HOPE Together
13 December 9:00am - Worship at Home for the Third Sunday of Advent.
A Christingle service with The Children's Society
20 December 9:00am - Worship at Home for the Fourth Sunday of Advent with Marie Curie
22 December 9:00am - Worship at Home: A service of Lessons and Carols with Christian Aid
24 December 11:30pm - Worship at Home: Midnight Mass with the
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of Dover
27 December 9:00am - Worship at Home for the First Sunday of Christmas with Church Army
31 December 9:00am - Worship at Home: A service with the Archbishop
of York on New Year's Eve
3 January 9:00am - Worship at Home for Epiphany with Embrace the
Middle East
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David Pickup a solicitor, considers governments ordering travel – and
stay-at-home

Joseph and his Amazing Journey
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree
that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world… And everyone went to their own
town to register. So Joseph also went up from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David. (Luke 2 1-4)
What a year we have had! But I suppose Joseph had had a demanding
year as well. Having learning that his betrothed was pregnant due to
divine intervention, he then learned of the Roman government’s
demand for a census.
These Bible verses show Joseph being a good citizen. Leaving home for a
long journey in order to please the government would not have been
welcome, but Joseph complied and obeyed the law.
This year the situation is reversed. Millions of us want to make a long
journey, to visit our loved ones across the UK. But this year, because of
coronavirus, the Government is asking us to stay at home.
The Romans had censuses for a good reason: to help them run the
business of the empire. This Government has restrictions in place for a
good reason: to help the slow the spread of a deadly virus.
Following government rules and laws it not always easy or pleasant but
as Christians we should be good citizens. As always this is a light-hearted
guide to a complicated subject. If you are going home for Christmas, get
proper advice – and have a Merry one.
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I am writing to acknowledge with huge gratitude, receipt
of Christ Church Portsdown's donation of £400, which we
received by BACS transfer on Thursday. On behalf of all at
Alabaré Christian Care &Support, thank you so much for
this generous contribution to ourwork; we so appreciate you choosing us
as your Charity of the Monthfor June.
During this Covid 19 crisis, we have been able to provide a safe
home to 350 homeless and vulnerable people across the South West,
ensuring that they have access to food, medication and other
essentials. We have also been able to reorganise in order to
continue to deliver the support they need, often by telephone rather
than face to face, and we have made it a priority to ensure that our
staff and residents are protected through the use of PPE and social
distancing. The ongoing impact of the virus on the homeless
community remains uncertain, and Alabaré is determined to continue
to work to ensure that they are provided with long-term solutions.
The support of the churches makes a huge difference to the
assistance we can offer, through prayer, volunteers and donations.
Please pass on our thanks to the congregation for their generosity
and encourage them to hold our work in their prayers, especially at
the current time when there is still so much uncertainty around and
when we are working with very vulnerable people. Your support is
truly valued
Helen Inglis
Church Engagement Officer, Alabaré Christian Care & Support
From the Editor: Due to an oversight (by me) this should have been
published in July .I thought it would be good for people to see that our
Mission of the Month gifts really are appreciated.
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Children’s Christmas Carols
Deck the Halls with Buddy Holly
We three kings of porridge and tar
On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave to me
Later on we’ll perspire, as we dream by the fire.
He’s makin a list, chicken and rice.
Noel, Noel, Barney’s the king of Israel.
With the jelly toast proclaim
Olive, the other reindeer
Frosty the Snowman is a ferret elf, I say
Sleep in heavenly peas.
In the meadow we can build a snowman, then pretend that he is sparse
and brown
O come, froggy faithful.
Next Christmas
The grandson had just taken a photograph of his grandmother who’d
come to stay for Christmas and her 89thbirthday. ‘Grannie, I sure hope
I’m around next year to photograph you on your 90th birthday,’ he said
tactfully.
‘Why not?’ his grandmother shrugged. ‘You look healthy enough.’
Friction at Christmas
This Christmas, when your family gets together, remember: a certain
friction between the generations is inevitable. After all, the young and
the old have all the answers and those in between are stuck with all the
questions.
Drive
He was a careful driver during the Christmas period. At the railway
crossing he stopped, looked and listened. All he heard was the car
behind him, smashing into his boot.
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Church Leaders
Vicar
Associate Minister
Curate
Church Wardens CCP
Church Warden SJP
Lighthouse
Parish Office
PCC Secretary
Treasurer
Churchyard Secretary
Magazine Editor
Website Manager
Safeguarding Rep
Christ Church Wives
Mothers Union
Good Neighbours

Revd Andy Wilson
Revd Laura Cameron
Revd Matt Grove
Stephen Anderson
Karina Golledge
Bill Jeffrey
Jackie Quinn
Emma Evans
Graham Olway
Jacqui Wilson
Dave Fowler
Ruth Fowler
Matt Doe
Ismay Doughty
Norma Gibney
Ros Molloy
8am—8pm

Church Hall
Church Hall Manager
Christ Church Toddlers

Jacqui Wilson
Mandy Kind

Scout & Guide Hut
Beavers Tuesday
Brownies Thursday
Cubs Wednesday
Explorers Monday
Guides Thursday
Rainbows Monday

Elaine Isaac
Becky Hodges
Elaine Isaac
Mark Isaac
Maria Calway-Kennedy
Lorna Danter

Rainbows Thursday

Becky Hodges

Scouts Friday

Mark Isaac

