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Sunday 29th November 2020 (1st Sunday of Advent)
In line with the latest Government regulations there will be no attended
services today at either of our churches.
Do join us online from 10.30am on the Christ Church Facebook page,
(facebook.com/ChristChurchPortsdown) and the Christ Church Portsdown YouTube
channel.
St John’s will be open for independent, private prayer from 9am to 4pm today
(Sunday) and on Thursday.

Next Sunday: 6th December 2020 (2nd Sunday of Advent)
From 2nd December, attended church services are permitted once more, but with
limited numbers and tighter restrictions than before. Please note the government
regulations for Tier 2 state that if you attend a service, you must not interact with
anyone outside of your household or support bubble whilst in the building. We
expect to be able to find a seat for you, but there is the possibility that any service
could be full, in which case you may be asked to not enter the building.
9.00am

Communion at St John’s

10.30am Morning Worship (online only)
This service will be broadcast live on the Christ Church Facebook page,
(facebook.com/ChristChurchPortsdown) and the Christ Church Portsdown
YouTube channel.
3.00pm

Communion at Christ Church

Living Advent Calendar
The team who produce the Havant Passion Play are producing a living Advent
Calendar on YouTube. There will be a short video each day from now until Christmas.
Go to YouTube and search for “HPP - Living Advent Calendar”.

Christmas Services
The celebration of Christmas in our churches will be very different this year.
The situation is fluid, but current plans are:
Sunday 20th December
9.00am
Service of Christmas Readings at St John’s
10.30am
Service of Christmas Readings online
3.00pm
Service of Christmas Readings at Christ Church
Christmas Eve
St John’s open for individual private prayer all day culminating in:
5.00pm
Communion for Christmas Eve at St John’s
7.30pm
Communion for Christmas Eve at Christ Church
Christmas Day
Online service for Christmas Day available to view from 8.00am
8.00am
Christmas Day Communion at St John’s
10.00am
Christmas Day Communion at Christ Church
Carol Service: We will not be permitted to sing at any of our indoor services.
However, we may be able to hold a simple carol service outside (e.g. in the car park
at St John’s). We are awaiting clarification as to whether this is permitted.
CHRIST CHURCH NORTH DRIVEWAY
Although the PCC is ready to commence this work, and the Faculty permission has
been received from the Diocese, the process in obtaining planning permission from
Portsmouth City Council is proving slow. Therefore the full project will not take place
for several months. With this in mind, the PCC has instructed L A Kattenhorn &
Partners Ltd to carry out a temporary project to create a safe walkway on the north
drive, adjacent to the handrail. This work is scheduled for 17th December. From that
date it will not be possible for vehicles to use the north drive (until the full project is
completed). At the same time, the shingle on the south drive will be replenished.
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Sunday 29 November 2020
1st Sunday of Advent
Collect
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the
light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.
Isaiah 64:1–9
64

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the
mountains would quake at your presence— 2 as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3 When you
did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains
quaked at your presence.
4
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any
God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 5 You meet those who
gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry,
and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 6 We have all
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy
cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for
you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our
iniquity. 8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our
potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O
Lord, and do not remember iniquity for ever. Now consider, we are all your
people.
Psalm 80:1–8, 18–20
1

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that led Joseph like a flock; 2 Shine forth, you
that are enthroned upon the cherubim, before Ephraim, Benjamin and
Manasseh. 3 Stir up your mighty strength and come to our salvation. 4 Turn us
again, O God; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 5 O
Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 6 You
feed them with the bread of tears; you give them abundance of tears to drink.
7
You have made us the derision of our neighbours, and our enemies laugh us
to scorn. 8 Turn us again, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved. 18 Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand,
the son of man you made so strong for yourself. 19 And so will we not go back
from you; give us life, and we shall call upon your name. 20 Turn us again, O
Lord God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

1 Corinthians 1:3–9
3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I
give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the testimony of Christ
has been strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship
of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Mark 13:24–37
24

‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see “the Son of Man
coming in clouds” with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out the
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven. 28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the
very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away. 32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do
not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when
he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for
you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when
he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’

