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‘He has risen! He is not  

here.’ Mark 16:6  
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers the eternal promise of Easter 

Easter Hope  

“So many people right across the country are anxious about 
employment, anxious about food, isolated from loved ones and feel 
that the future looks dark.”  These are words from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s sermon on Easter Day 2020. Who would have thought 
that we are experiencing the same uncertainties this Easter! 

Yet the Easter story remains one of hope overcoming darkness and 
despair. The women arrived at the tomb on Easter morning with 
mixed emotions, as they came to anoint Jesus’ body. ‘But when they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 
rolled away.’ (Mark 16:4). They were confused, as they tried to make 
sense of Jesus’ death. Their hopes were dashed with an uncertain 
future. In the current pandemic, we too are left asking: Where is God 
in all this? 

The young man at the tomb reminds them that God is still in 
control: “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the 
place where they laid him.” (Mark 16:6). 

The women had forgotten Jesus’ promise to the disciples that He 

would die and rise from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection is also the sure 

foundation of hope for us in the present crisis. He turns our confusion 

and fear into joy and wonder!  

We can trust Jesus’ plan for the future of our world and lives, despite 

the fact that things can’t return to the way they were: “There needs 

to be a resurrection of our common life, a new normal, something 

that links to the old, but is different and more beautiful. We must 

dream it, build it, make it, grasp it, because it is the gift of God and 

the call of God.” (Justin Welby). 
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From the Editor 

This month as we start being able to 
experience new freedoms it feels very 

strange to start doing the things that we have always 
taken for granted. 

I don’t know about you but past holidays and even travelling a distance for 
work seem unreal.  I find myself returning to those places in my thoughts 
and find it quite comforting to remember all the happy times we have had 
meeting up with family and friends.  On one holiday to Malta there were 
seven of us, all from different age groups, there were a few difficult 
moments but on the whole it was worthwhile. 

On another holiday, four of us went round the world, visited Australia and 
my sisters-in-law’s met my cousins and experienced the hospitality of 
other Australians.  We had some adventures, as any experienced traveller 
will affirm you never know what might happen next, we got into scrapes 
but coped with them.  Storms causing flight delays, transport not turning 
up and wrongly allocated hotel rooms but we still managed  to have a 
memorable time, 

It is hard though for many people who have loved ones abroad, we just 
have to hope and pray that things will get better eventually and that we 
will be able to visit them again.  I miss my family in Germany, and they are 
not able to visit me.  Who would have ever guessed that we would be  
unable to even take a short flight or hop on a ferry? 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
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Mission of the Month – 

Every flight begins with prayer before take-

off because God is, and always will be, at the 

centre of all we do. 

Flying the coronavirus vaccine to the ends of the earth 

As the UN–backed COVAX inoculation programme slowly rolls out across 

developing countries, MAF plays its part in transporting the vaccine and 

medical staff to the remotest places on earth. MAF’s Jo Lamb caught up 

with Vaughan Woodward - Deputy Director of MAF’s Global Disaster 

Response - to find out how MAF is helping to vaccinate the world… 

MAF has a history of vaccine delivery - we are one of the ‘last mile’ 

delivery options to many remote locations. We’ve flown cool bags and 

bins full of vaccines packed with ice, freezer blocks or coolant. 

MAF’s cold-chain delivery usually requires refrigerator temperatures, but 

recently we carried Ebola vaccines in the DRC, which required freezing 

temperatures maintained with dry ice. 

What’s so different about delivering coronavirus vaccines? 

The new technology mRNA coronavirus treatments require super chilling 

at -70°C, which is beyond our usual frozen cargo of -18°C.These 

temperatures can be maintained with dry ice, but there are aviation 

regulatory limitations on the quantity of dry ice that can be safely carried 

in MAF’s aircraft. The maximum approval is 200kg and a box of 995 Pfizer 

vaccines requires 23kg of dry ice. 

Countries will be supplied with the vaccine under the COVAX programme 

of which MAF operates in 19 of them. We've already delivered doses to 

Kalimantan and Lesotho – now we’re waiting to hear from other health 

authorities.' 
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Protocols have been passed onto our programmes for when we carry 

vaccines that need to be ‘super-chilled’ with large quantities of dry ice. 

We’ve also purchased CO2 monitors for our aircraft for when we carry this 

dry ice. We’re looking into obtaining ‘super-chilling’ freezers for our 

aircraft. 

What’s involved in a ‘last mile’ delivery of the coronavirus vaccine? 

‘Last mile’ vaccine delivery somewhat depends on the infrastructure of a 

country. Many countries lack dry ice production or ‘super-chilling’ freezers 

needed for the storage and distribution of the mRNA treatments. As aero-

logistical specialists, we have also considered the whole supply-chain issue 

and are working with authorities to ensure a smooth roll-out of the 

vaccination distribution programme. 

The transportation of needles and syringes are just as important as the 

vaccine itself.  Delivering the vaccine without them would run the risk of 

vaccines spoiling or being left unused. 

MAF needs to transport medical staff to remote areas to accompany the 

vaccine and to administer the doses. MAF will carry the vaccination team, 

the vaccines and other materials to support authorities as they run their 

remote vaccination programmes. 

People in remote areas who lack freezers or any kind of refrigeration, 

need advance notice so that they can come to an airstrip for their 

vaccination. The whole delivery process will need to be coordinated to 

prevent vaccines spoiling. 

MAF works with many community health-care workers who are 

coordinating such activities. During previous vaccination rollouts, we’ve 

worked with partners such as MedAir, Samaritan’s Purse and Medical 

Teams International who help plan the logistics. 

Vaughan Woodward - Deputy Director of MAF’s Global Disaster Response 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (12) 

“All creatures of our  God and King” 

Francis of Assisi was born into a wealthy Italian family. But when 

Francis was converted to Jesus Christ he turned his back on a life of 

luxury and travelled around the countryside and in the growing 

cities, preaching the gospel while living in utter poverty. 

In the last year of his short life, ill, in pain and almost blind, Francis 

wrote his ‘Canticle of the sun’, an early Italian version of ‘O all ye 

works of the Lord’. 

“All creatures of our God and King, 

Lift up your voice and with us sing 

Alleluia Alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, 

Thou silver moon with softer gleam; 

O praise him, O praise him, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!” 

Francis of Assisi (1182 – 1226) 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

 

 Dave Fowler 
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Saying good-bye 

An inexperienced curate was sent to do a graveside 

burial for a homeless man with no family or friends. Not knowing 

where the cemetery was, he made several wrong turns and got 

lost. When he eventually arrived, the hearse was nowhere in sight, 

the backhoe was next to the open hole, and the workmen were 

sitting under a tree eating lunch. 

When the curate looked into the open grave and even found the 

vault lid was already in place, he felt very guilty. The homeless man 

deserved something, even though it was late. And so, the curate 

delivered an impassioned burial service, sending the deceased into 

the great beyond in some style. The workmen looked on in silence, 

but as the curate returned to his car, he overheard one of the 

workmen remark: ‘I’ve been putting in septic tanks for 20 years 

and I never seen anything like that!’ 

Miscellaneous observations on daily life… 

Marathon runners with bad footwear suffer the agony of defeat. 

If you think nobody cares whether you’re alive or dead, try missing 

a couple of mortgage payments. 

In order to keep a true perspective of one’s importance, everyone 

should have a dog to worship him and a cat to ignore him. 

The trouble with doing something right the first time is that no-

body appreciates how difficult it was. 

The most effective way to remember your wife’s birthday is to for-

get it once. 

I ate a kid’s meal at McDonald’s today. His mum got really angry. 
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Amazon Smile 
Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping 

on Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a percentage to a charity of your 

choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ 

Church Portsdown  As your chosen charity, after that whenever you 

shop on Amazon Smile it will automatically select Christ Church as 

your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will 

be a good time to select Smile. According to Amazon Smile we made 

£67.11 as of February 2021 

A Notice to all Readers: from your editor. 

It may appear as you are reading this, that this is a Fowler/Fowler 

Edition of the Portsdown Post! 

If it were not for the ‘Parish Pump’ which I have leaned on during 

this time of Covid-19, it would have been impossible to fill the 

pages. 

So please remember that it is YOUR magazine and help me out with 

some articles! 

To add a footnote, thank you to those of you who have responded! 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details:  

For Christ Church:  

Parish: Portsdown Christ Church: Diocese: Portsmouth: PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

For St John’s:  

Parish: St John the Baptist Village: Purbrook Diocese: Portsmouth PGS 

Parish Code: 290629070  

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving  

For St. Johns please contact the vicar or warden.  
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The Crossroad 

 

The road was hard, no turning back 

The way ordained by mighty God, 

‘Your will not mine’ was all He said 

As humbly down that path He trod. 

The crowd that cheered Him once with palms 

Began to shout for Him to die, 

They chose Barabbas in His stead 

And with one voice cried ‘Crucify!’ 

Between two thieves on Calvary’s hill 

They put to death the Prince of Life, 

One cried for help, the other cursed 

The first was promised Paradise. 

This promise now is for us all 

Christ gave His life to set us free, 

The cross divides, it always will – 

The question is: what side are we? 

 

By Megan Carter 
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Can it be Easter Already? 

 

Can it be Easter already? 

Can that be really so? 

The carols and the Christmas tree 

Don’t seem that long ago! 

Can it be Easter already? 

Do April showers splash? 

The weeks gone by since Christmas day 

Have gone in just a flash! 

Can it be Easter already? 

The time of Lent has passed 

The forty days and forty nights 

Went by so very fast. 

If it is Easter already, 

That time has sped away. 

Perhaps it’s time to ponder, pause 

And savour every day! 

 

By Nigel Beeton 
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In praise of the afternoon nap 

A short nap in the afternoon improves your memory and keeps your 

brain more agile. 

People who nap tend to speak more fluently, have greater mental agili-

ty, and remember things better than those who do not break up their 

day with sleep. 

Even a five-minute nap can offer your brain a chance to down-time and 

replenish itself, so that it is ‘good to go’ again. 

If you want longer than five minutes, try to stop at 40 minutes, before 

you enter the deepest stage of sleep. If you do carry on, sleep for two 

hours, which is a full sleep-cycle. The study was published in the British 

Medical Journal. 

 A fun recipe for your sweet-toothed readers to try after Lent… 

Mars Bar Cake 

 This quick and easy cake is a favourite in many families. 

Ingredients: 3 Mars bars; 150g butter;150g rice crispies; 150g choco-

late  

Method:  In a pan, slowly melt the Mars bars and butter together. Re-

move from the heat and add the rice crispies, a little at a time, until 

they are covered with the mixture. Spread mixture onto a baking sheet 

and place in the fridge until hard. Melt the chocolate and cover the 

mixture with it.  Return to the fridge for a further half an hour.  Cut in-

to pieces. 
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Mothers' Union  

Dear members,  

I am sure that you will not be surprised to hear that we will not be 

commencing meetings until lockdown ends.  Our first meeting will be 

on July 6th.  I will try to arrange an AGM for a limited number of mem-

bers to attend in May weather permitting !  

Love to all Ros x  

 

 

Pat Ferrier recently celebrated her 

98th birthday 
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Though I Run Through the Valley 

By Pamela Johnson, Authentic, £9.99 

Amid decades of war and political strife in 

Myanmar one family has fought back with their 

weapon of choice – the Bible. Three generations 

of Emmerline’s family have been living out their 

love for God by rescuing children who have been 

orphaned, abandoned or made destitute by their 

country’s upheaval. 

Daring to trust God, the family has made many sacrifices to provide a 

home for orphans so that the children of Myanmar can hope for a 

better future. Read this, and you will better understand what it was like 

being a Christian in a predominantly Buddhist Myanmar at a time of 

ethnic cleansing and military dictatorship. 

Royalties from the sale of this book will go to Vision Beyond Borders and 

the Daw Gyi Daw Nge Orphanage. 

 

Quotes 

Whenever the Church returns to Jesus and begins to take him seri-

ously,  there is always a resurrection.  – T R Glover 

Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books 

alone, but in every leaf in springtime. – Martin Luther 

The miracle of Christ’s resurrection: out of the grave into my heart. 

– David J Netz 

Those who say they will forgive but can’t forget, simply bury the 

hatchet but leave the handle out for immediate use.  – D L Moody  
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Our Patron Saint who isn’t English  

The English have a patron saint who isn’t English, 

about whom next to nothing is known for sure, and 

who, just possibly, may not have existed at all. But 

that didn’t stop St George being patriotically 

invoked in many battles, notably at Agincourt and in the Crusades, 

and of course it is his cross that adorns the flags of English football 

fans to this day. 

It’s most likely that St George was a soldier, a Christian who was 

martyred for his faith somewhere in Palestine, possibly at Lydda, in 

the early fourth century. At some point in the early centuries of the 

Church he became associated with wider military concerns, being 

regarded as the patron saint of the Byzantine armies. There is no 

doubt that St George was held as an example of the ‘godly soldier’, 

one who served Christ as bravely and truly as he served his king and 

country. 

The story of George and the dragon is of much later date and no one 

seems to know where it comes from. By the Middle Ages, when 

George was being honoured in stained glass, the dragon had become 

an invaluable and invariable visual element, so that for most people 

the two are inseparable. Pub signs have a lot to answer for here: ‘The 

George and Dragon’. 

However, it’s probably more profitable to concentrate on his role as 

a man who witnessed to his faith in the difficult setting of military 

service, and in the end was martyred for his faithfulness to Christ. 

The idea of the ‘Christian soldier’ was, of course, much loved by the 

Victorian hymn-writers – ’Onward, Christian soldiers!’ The soldier 

needs discipline. The heart of his commitment is to obedience.  
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The soldier needs discipline. The heart of his commitment is to obedience.  

The battle cannot be avoided nor the enemy appeased. He marches and 

fights alongside others, and he is loyal to his comrades. In the end, if the 

battle is won, he receives the garlands of victory, the final reward of those 

who overcome evil. 

St George’s Day presents a challenge and an opportunity. The challenge is 

to distance the message of his life from the militarism and triumphalism 

that can easily attach itself to anything connected to soldiers and fighting. 

The opportunity is to celebrate the ideal of the ‘Christian soldier’ – one 

who submits to discipline, sets out to obey God truly, does not avoid the 

inevitable battle with all that is unjust, wrong and hateful in our world, 

and marches alongside others fighting the same noble cause. 

Discipline, obedience, courage, fellowship and loyalty – they’re not the 

most popular virtues today, but that doesn’t mean that they don’t de-

serve our admiration. 

SPRING  (Acrostic Poem) 

Spring has arrived with armfuls of blossom, 

Petals of every colour and hue, 

Rain and sun caressing the earth 

Inspiring spring bulbs to come into view 

Now is the time of new beginnings 

Giving us pleasure all season through. 

By Megan Carter 
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80th Anniversary of the Portsmouth Blitz & Cpl Walter Wicken RE. 

2021 marks the 80th Anniversary of two of the major air raids on the 

City of Portsmouth during World War 2.  Portsmouth was a major 

target of the Luftwaffe Bombers being a key Naval Base & Dockyard 

also a Garrison Town. The city officially suffered 67 air raids between 

July 1940 and May 1944, three of these categorised as major attacks. 

The three major raids took place on August 24, 1940, January 10, 1941 

and March 10, 1941. In the Portsmouth blitz 930 people were killed, 

1,216 hospitalised and 1,621 suffered less severe injuries. After each 

raid military teams from the Army & Navy would assist the authorities 

to clear the rubble from the streets & secure damaged buildings, 

among these would be Royal Engineer Bomb Disposal squads who had 

to deal with any unexploded bombs that were discovered .  Cpl Walter 

Wicken & members of his team were employed on dealing with such 

an unexploded bomb on 14th March 1941, probably from the air raid 

that took place on 10th March, Walter & five of his comrades were 

tragically killed during the process of disarming that bomb. These 

brave men are laid to rest in the Military Cemetery at Christ Church 

Portsdown .   On Remembrance Sunday 2010 members of Cpl Walter 

Wickens family attended the service at Christ Church & afterwards 

paid their respects & laid a wreath on his grave.  This year marks the 

80th Anniversary of Walters death & his Great Grand Nephew Jon 

Wicken asked our Vicar Andy Wilson if flowers could be placed on 

Walters grave as due to the Covid restrictions the family could not 

travel, Andy placed the flowers & said prayers in memory of Cpl Walter 

Wicken & his comrades on Sunday 14th March 2021 in the bright 

morning sunlight at Christ Church . 

Due to the family contacting Christ Church with details of Walter 

Wicken prior to their visit in 2010 a lot more is known about him than 

other military personnel buried in the Cemetery.  
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It is not known how such a large team all lost their lives together 

dealing with the same bomb, a tragedy for all the relatives who received 

War Office telegrams that day, including the mother of Cpl Walter 

Wicken.  Walter was born on 7th June 1905 in Rotherhithe , South East 

London . This was the area of Surrey Commercial Docks on the River 

Thames , Walter’s father  Alexander Wicken worked in the docks as a 

porter.  Walter was the oldest of eight children having six sisters & one 

brother.  Walter’s father served in France during WW1 & returned 

home in 1917 on medical discharge, many men from the area did not 

return home.  Four years after that war ended, Walter aged 19 joined 

the Merchant Navy & travelled to Canada, Australia & New Zealand.  In 

1929 Walter’s father died & Walter became the main bread winner for 

the family, being so much older than his siblings he became a father 

figure & gave his sisters away at their respective weddings.  As they 

married & had children the family began to grow & his mother Alice 

ended up having 13 Grandchildren.  Walter never married & on the 

outbreak of war in 1939 aged 34 decided to join up.  Younger men were 

being called up first but Walter reasoned that as he was single he 

should enlist with the youngsters of 18. He did so without informing his 

family & was drafted into the Royal Engineers starting off his service in 

France with the Expeditionary Force & returning to UK in June 1940 

after Dunkirk.  He did not serve outside UK again & was trained as a 

Bomb Disposal operative.  These units were assigned to the larger 

towns & cities within the UK during the period of German bombing & 

Walter’s unit was assigned to Portsmouth. One of the letters Walter, 

now a Corporal , wrote home, showed his section address as Park 

Avenue, Purbrook within our Parish of Portsdown.  Walter & his team 

would have been on standby to head into the city after the air raids to 

deal with unexploded bombs that had been observed or detected by 

the Air Raid Patrol Wardens.  
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Walter’s  body along with those of his comrades killed on that fateful 

day, were interred in the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery at 

Portsdown, wooden crosses being placed to mark the graves initially, 

later being replaced by the stone headstones inscribed with details that 

we see today .  Walter’s grave stands out from the others as his family 

arranged for kerb stones to be added to the grave at a later date. Walter 

the East End boy from London now rests in peace near the city he helped 

to protect, behind the church with D Day links to the invasion of France 

& subsequent end to the war, that he bravely joined but was not to 

survive.  

Keith Fisher  

Cpl Walter 

Wicken on the 

Left ,  with a  

Royal Engineer 

comrade  

Alice Wicken 

mother of Cpl 

Walter Wicken  

visits his grave. 
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Sunday Services from 11th April 

On 11th April and following Sundays, attended services will be held at: 

9.30am at St John’s 

11.00am at Christ Church 

You will not need to book for these services (although they are subject to a 

reduced capacity). Anyone is welcome to attend the services at either 

church. 

The online service will continue at 10.30am each Sunday 

DAILY HOPE PHONE LINE 

The Church of England’s free phone line of hymns, 

reflections and prayers is still available 24 hours a day at 

no charge on 0800 804 8044. 

Easter Prayer 

Dear generous, loving Father, 

How can we thank you for the precious gift of your Son Jesus, for His life of 

obedience and servanthood, for His choosing to die that agonising death 

on a cruel cross, so that we can be forgiven, and most of all for His death-

defeating resurrection on the first Easter morning and the gift of His Spirit 

to those who put their trust in Him? 

We can’t possibly thank you adequately Lord, but we want to try! Thank 

you, thank you Father, that Jesus, our Servant-King is alive, Lord of heaven 

and earth – and yet still serving us, so that we too can live and serve. 

Help us to be your Easter people and live lives of faithful witness to the liv-

ing Lord, empowered by your Holy Spirit, building in all that we think, say 

or do for your kingdom to come. Hallelujah!  Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 



Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd Andy Wilson  

Associate Minister Revd Laura Cameron  

Curate  Revd Matt Grove  

Church Wardens CCP Stephen Anderson 
Karina Golledge 

 

Church Warden SJP Bill Jeffrey  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office Emma Evans  

PCC Secretary   

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Ismay Doughty  

Christ Church Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


