
  

http://www.christchurchportsdown.org 

Portsdown Post 
May 2021 



2 

From the Vicarage 

Over recent weeks it has been a joy to welcome some of 
you back to our services. There are still limits on how 
many of us can meet together and what we can do. Not 
being able to sing leaves a big gap in a shared worship, 
but we have been encouraged by being together. 

We have continued our online services and will do for as long as 
there is a congregation to serve in that way. The service is pre-
recorded, and I miss not being able to join others on Facebook as we 
watch and worship together. 

There are those who are not able to join us either in person or 
online. You remain very much part of our church and are not 
forgotten. 

What we do as a church is under continual review, and there will be 
further changes as and when that becomes possible. 

In the meantime, we are facing major challenges with the Church 
Hall. Work to resolve problems with the floor uncovered some old 
asbestos which needs to be safely removed. This has to be done by a 
specialist company and will take place soon. Unfortunately, it will 
cost us not much under £10,000 to do this, which puts our already-
stretched finance under huge pressure. 

Alongside all this, we also face change as the Diocese has proposed a 
major review of the parish structure, which you can read about at 
portsmouth.anglican.org/our-strategy . 

The plan is to group parishes together in Team Ministries. For Christ 
Church this could mean a merger with the parishes of Purbrook, 
Crookhorn, Waterlooville and Hart Plain to form one large parish, 
with one PCC and one Incumbent. The exact details of how this will 
work, including how clergy will be allocated, are as yet unclear. 
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I have arranged a meeting for the PCCs of Christ Church and St John’s to 
ask questions of the Diocesan leadership team (including our 
Archdeacon). This will take place on 11th May. Do pray for this process 
and do contact me or any member of the PCC if you wish to discuss it or 
ask any questions. 

Revd Andy Wilson 

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown 

Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook 

The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7 
5RS 

PCC update 

To maintain good governance of the church during this difficult time, the 
PCC has continued to meet. Since March 2020, we have only been able 
to meet once in person, but at other times we have met online. 
Additionally the Standing Committee meets online most weeks. 

At the online meeting on 24th February, the PCC discussed the following: 

• the return of ‘in-person’ services from Good Friday 

• the need to replace the church hall floor 

• the need to repair the flat roof above the church hall kitchen 

• the Deanery Mission Plan which proposed merger of parishes 

• At the online meeting on 24th March, the PCC discussed the 
following: 

• Replacement of the church hall floor will cost at least £20,000. A 
possible grant is being investigated, which may fund part of this. 

• The church hall flat roof has been resealed as a short-term fix. 
• Discussions concerning the Diocesan restructure continue. 
• It was agreed to recommence the main Sunday morning service to 

start at 11am from 11th April. This will enable clergy to be present at 
services at both St John’s and Christ Church. The St John’s service is 
now at 9.30am. 

It was agreed to delay the APCM until Wednesday 14th July. 
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From the Editor 

As I write this we have managed to escape, or that is what 
it feels like.  We are in the country and it is so good to be in 

different surroundings, to be talking to different neighbours and being 
able to sample different shops, even though at the moment we can’t 
actually eat out in a café or garden centre, and it is rather chilly sitting 
outside, your coffee gets cold very quickly! 

All around us are nesting birds, we have lots of sparrows who we are 
told have a nursery in the hedge opposite and the adults put the babies 
to bed every night.  The first swallows have arrived, 3 pairs swooping 
and diving around us.  The blackbirds sing their songs,  especially when 
the sun goes in and a black cloud passes over.  Maybe they are warning 
that its going to rain?  There is a single magpie around, is his mate 
already sitting on a nest?  And a lone rook perches on the telephone 
wires, perhaps he/she is taking a rest from sitting on a nest high above 
or searching for food to feed the chicks.  There is so much competition 
for the insects to feed all those babies that flying insects are not a 
problem at the moment! 

Our boys are experiencing their first stay in the cattery, when they 
come home it will be time to let them start exploring outside, so far 
there has been no curiosity for the outside, hopefully that will change 
when they find they have their own door and food on demand and 
don’t have to brave the elements anymore. 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org. 
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Christian Aid - Mission of the month 

 Christian Aid week   

 10-16th May 2021 

 

68 year old Rose lives in Kenya. When she was a child there was plenty 

of rain. It fell at the right time providing lots of nutritious food to eat. 

Now this is just a memory. 

The climate crisis has galvanised extreme weather and her community 

is feeling the brunt of it.  The situation is made worse by the 

coronavirus pandemic.  For months at a time Rose lives with 

drought,which not only causes a lack of food but also water which is 

essential for handwashing to stay safe against the virus. 

With a reliable source of water, people like Rose would be free from 

long painful journeys to fetch water, they would be able to grow fresh 

vegetables to eat and would be able to better protect themselves from 

coronavirus. 

Our gifts this Christian aid week can help make this a reality. There are 

many ways to donate to Christian aid….. 

 

Envelopes will be available in church throughout May. 

By telephone 020 7523 2269 

On the website www.christianaid.org.uk 
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Quiztian Aid     

How about joining Christian Aid for a fun filled 

online quiz – suitable for all the family?? Sign 

up free beforehand at caweek.org/quiztianaid. 

Donations can be made on the night.    

Saturday 8th May at 7pm 

Christian Aid cake sale 

This will take place outside Christ Church after the 11.00 service on 

Sunday 16th May. All money taken will go to Christian Aid. 

Prayers 

Giver of life, thank you for the light of each day and for your mercy, new 

every morning. Pour in your Spirit of hope and renew our resolve to 

work together to stop this climate crisis. 

 Amen 

Water of life, who quenches all our thirsts, become in us a spring that 

gushes up to eternal life, flowing through our giving, acting and praying 

that all may drink deeply from your abundance and all of creation may 

thrive. 

 Amen 

 

Jackie Quinn    Christian Aid week organiser 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (13) 

“All things bright and beautiful” 

The chief writer of hymns for children in the nineteenth century was 

undoubtedly Mrs Cecil Frances Alexander, whose husband became 

primate of all Ireland. Of her 400 hymns, several were written to 

expound the meaning of phrases from the Apostles’ Creed. ‘All 

things bright and beautiful’ explains in language children can 

understand the Creeds opening words: ‘I believe in God, the Father 

Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.’ 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 

The Lord God made them all. 

 

He gave us eyes to see them, 

And lips that we might tell 

How great is God Almighty 

Who has made all things well. 

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895) 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

 

Dave Fowler 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2021 

they will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go 

to their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details: For Christ Church: Parish: 

Portsdown Christ Church Diocese: Portsmouth PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving .  
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Ascension 
(Luke 24:44-53) 
 
Scriptures fulfilled, 

Minds opened, 

We followed Him to Bethany. 

And there was joy in the blessing 

Of our risen Lord, 

Jesus, God on earth. 

  

And in the blessing 

Was the leaving, 

And in the leaving 

Was the blessing – 

His Spirit of life and power 

To witness to the world 

Of our ascended Lord, 

Jesus, man in heaven. 

  

By Daphne Kitching 
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My Garden? 

I thought I owned a garden 

A lovely place to be 

A bird said, “Beg your pardon, 

“This land belongs to me!” 

  

A squirrel dropped a nut on me 

Which wasn’t what I’d planned 

“Get lost!”, said he, “for can’t you see 

“You trespass on my land?” 

  

A pheasant flapped and squawked so loud 

I scarce could hear me think! 

“Get off my ground, for two’s a crowd!” 

He kicked up such a stink! 

  

The wild-life around me 

So loudly do protest! 

They growl and screech till I can see 

That I am just a guest! 

  

By Nigel Beeton 

  



14 

 The hymns of the Wesleys 

by Canon David Winter 
 
Later this month the Church calendar celebrates the lives of John and 
Charles Wesley.  John’s great gift to the Christian cause was the little 
matter of founding the world-wide movement known as Methodism. 
His brother Charles had an equally profound impact through his 
hymns. He actually wrote over 6,000, most of which aren’t sung 
nowadays, but among the ones we do still sing are all-time favourites 
– ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’, ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’. 
‘Jesu lover of my soul’, ‘Hark the herald angels sing’ – and scores 
more. 

40 years ago almost everybody knew quite a lot of hymns, but sadly 
that’s no longer true. Traditional hymns aren’t usually sung at school 
assemblies, not even in church schools, and while the audience for 
‘Songs of Praise’ on BBC TV is substantial, most of those watching are 
over 50. 

With only about ten per cent of the population even irregular church-
goers there is inevitably a lack of familiarity with hymns of any kind. 
Christmas carols are an exception, as is ‘Jerusalem’ and ‘Amazing 
Grace’, because they are frequently heard outside church. 

Singing hymns is a wonderful experience at its best – just ask a Welsh 
rugby crowd singing ‘Bread of heaven’! It seems a pity to lose it. 

It’s not a bad idea to take ten minutes and think about what is your 
favourite hymn, and why – ancient or modern doesn’t matter. Then 
try singing it in the bath or under the shower – a very purifying 
experience! 
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Could You Just Listen? 

When I ask you to listen to me and you start giving me advice you have 

not done what I asked.  When I ask you to listen to me and you begin 

to tell me why I shouldn’t feel that way, you are trampling on my feel-

ings.  When I ask you to listen to me and you feel you have to do some-

thing to solve my problem, you have failed me - strange as that may 

seem. 

Listen!  All I ask is that you listen, not talk or do, just hear me.  Advice is 

cheap. 

When you do something for me that I can and used to do for myself, 

you contribute to my fear and inadequacy; but when you accept as a 

simple fact that I do feel what I feel no matter how irrational, then I can 

stop trying to convince you and get down to the business of under-

standing it. 

Irrational feelings make sense when we understand what’s behind 

them.  And when that’s clear, the answers are obvious, and I don’t 

need advice.  Perhaps that’s why prayer is so important for some peo-

ple – God listens and stays with us but doesn’t give advice all the time 

or try to fix things.  God listens and gives us the power to work things 

through for ourselves, but I need you to be with me too. 

So please just listen. 

Author unknown 

Contributed by Jim Molloy 
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For the Record 

Baptisms 

 none 

Weddings 

none 

Funerals 

7th April 2021 

David Peter PRATT, died 6th March 2021, aged 71 years 

16th April 2021 

Joan KADLECK, died 2nd April 2021, aged 98 years 

23rd April 2021 

Sheila Madeline Wendy WATKINS, died 21st March 2021, aged 92 years 

 

 Ascension 
 
To complete Your seamless robe, and so to complete our 
faith, You ascended through the air into the heavens, 
before the very eyes of the apostles. In this way You 
showed that You are Lord of all, and are the fulfilment of 
all creation. Thus from that moment every human and 
every living creature should bow at Your name. And, in 
the eyes of faith, we can see that all creation proclaims 
Your greatness. 

A prayer of Bernard of Clairvaux (1090 – 1153). He was the main 

inspiration of the Cistercian Order of Monks.  
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Quotes 
Rogation Sunday (9th May) is about asking for God’s protection and 
blessing on our endeavours.  
  
If your troubles are deep-seated or long-standing, try kneeling. – Anon 

Pure prayers have pure blessings. – Thomas Goodwin 

To spend an hour worrying on our knees is not prayer. Indeed, there are 
times when it is our duty, having committed a problem to God in prayer, 
to stop praying and to trust and to do the necessary work to arrive at a 
solution. – Oliver Barclay 
 
Prayer is not an argument with God to persuade Him to move things our 
way, but an exercise by which we are enabled by the Holy Spirit to move 
ourselves His way.  –Leonard Ravenshill 
  
Ascension Day is when the Church recalls the day Jesus left this earth. 
Here some Christian writers ponder His future second coming: 
 
Many people will be surprised when Jesus comes again – but nobody will 
be mistaken.   – Anon 
 
He that rose from the clods we expect from the clouds. – Thomas Adams 

Christ’s ascension into heaven was the real commencement of His reign. –
 John Calvin 
 
Astronauts sink into insignificance beside this ascension! – Vance Havner 

 Pentecost Sunday is when the Church remembers that long-ago day in 
Jerusalem when God poured the Holy Spirit out upon the praying disci-
ples. 
 
A Christian may not always be conscious of the Holy Spirit’s presence, but 
he would not even be a Christian in his absence. – John Blanchard 



19 

Before Christ sent the Church into the world, He sent the Spirit into the 
Church. The same order must be observed today. – John R W Stott. 
 
The gift of the Spirit was a fruit of the resurrection of Christ. – John Cal-
vin 
 
God commands us to be filled with the Spirit, and if we are not filled it is 
because we are living beneath our privileges. – DL Moody 
 
The Spirit-filled life is not a special, deluxe edition of Christianity. It is 
part and parcel of the total plan of God for His people. – AW Tozer 
 
There are churches so completely out of the hands of God that if the 
Holy Spirit withdrew from them, they wouldn’t find it out for many 
months.  – AW Tozer 
 
The Spirit is not given to make Bible study needless, but to make it effec-
tive. – JI Packer 
 
In one sense, Pentecost can never happen again. In another sense, it 
may always be happening, since we live in the age of the Spirit. – AS 
Wood 
 
We could not pray at all were it not for the Holy Spirit. – D Martyn Lloyd-
Jones 
 
There is one thing we cannot imitate; we cannot imitate being full of the 
Holy Spirit. -Oswald Chambers 



20 

A Brighter Tomorrow 

There is much we can do just to brighten 

This world of all take and no give 

There’s a great deal that we can contribute 

Through the everyday lives that we live. 

By supporting one’s elderly neighbours 

Or through lending a hand in some way 

It’s by taking a bunch of spring flowers 

To someone to brighten their day. 

It’s by sparing a few precious hours 

In the service of those most in need 

It’s all about setting a standard 

And trying to give others a lead 

It’s the way that we tend to treat others 

And help and aid folks in distress 

It’s the care and assistance we offer 

That will set us apart from the rest. 

The choice that we face is quite simple 

The rewards plain for all men to see 

‘As you did all of this to my brother 

Then’ said Christ, ‘you did it to Me.’ 

  

By Colin Hammacott 
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 Calling all past ‘Young Wives’ see if you can recognise some-
one?  Photo’s contributed by Ros Molloy 
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What did I do with the car? 
As I left a meeting at our church, I could not find my car keys. 
They were not in my pockets. They were not in the church. 
Then I thought – I’ve left them in the car! As I burst through the doors of 
the church, my heart sank: the church car park was empty. 
With a heavy heart I called the police, confessed that I had left my keys in 
the car, and that it had been stolen. Then I made the really difficult call, 
and told my wife that the car had been stolen. There was a little 
gasp.  “You did not have the car.  I dropped you off.  Remember?” 
My heart sang as relief flooded through me. “Of course! Thank God! Well, 
come get me quick – I am already running late… what is keeping you?” 

My wife replied with ominous calm: “What’s keeping me? I’ll tell you 

what’s keeping me.  The police are here. They think I’ve stolen the car…” 

The puppies 
A client brought a litter of Golden Retriever puppies to the local veterinary 
clinic for inoculations and worming.As the look-alike pups tumbled over 
and under one another in their box, the experienced vet realised it would 
be difficult to tell which had been treated and which hadn’t. So, the vet 
turned on the water tap, wet her fingers and gently moistened each dog’s 
head as she finished giving it the necessary shots. 
After the fourth puppy, the vet noticed her hitherto talkative client had 
grown silent and was looking rather reverent.  As the animal doctor 
sprinkled the last pup’s head, the owner leaned forward and whispered, 
“Thank you so much. I hadn’t realised you baptised them, too.” 
 
True love? 
I was officiating at a wedding and during the preparations the bride and 
groom wanted to have two turtledoves on the altar as a symbol of their 
forever love. I politely said no birds or animals. 
They hid the birds in a back room, anyway. Immediately after the service 
they went outside, each of them with a bird in its cage. They opened the 
cages in unison. One bird flew out and made a hard right turn. The other 
flew out and made a hard left turn. 
We all stood there watching the symbols of their forever love fly off in 
opposite directions. 
A true story from the Revd Mark Martin 
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Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd Andy Wilson  

Associate Minister Revd Laura Cameron  

Curate  Revd Matt Grove  

Church Warden Stephen Anderson  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office Emma Evans  

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Ismay Doughty  

Christ Church Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


