
  

http://www.christchurchportsdown.org 

Portsdown Post 
June 2021 



2 

From the Vicarage 

Last month I wrote about a meeting that I had arranged 

for the PCCs of Christ Church and St John’s to meet with 

the Diocesan team who are leading the proposed parish 

restructure. I am sorry to say that the picture is not 

much clearer after that meeting than it was before. There 

will be further discussion at the Deanery Synod on 7th June.  

In the church’s year we have now journeyed through Lent, Easter, 

Ascension and Pentecost. We have recalled the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ and his return to be with his Father in 

heaven. We have celebrated the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Now we enter what can sometimes seem like the endless Sundays of 

Trinity. This season is known as ‘ordinary time’. I like ordinary time. 

It’s not ‘boring time’. Although there are no major festivals, we have 

much to celebrate. Every week we remember God’s continuing 

goodness to us. In our Communion services we mark the sacrifice that 

Christ made for us, and each time we meet together as church we are 

reminded of his love for us. 

All of us need to know, and to be reminded, that God loves us. We 

need to know that when we are celebrating, we certainly need to 

know it when we are sorrowful, and we need to know it in the 

ordinary times of life, when we are just getting on with living as best 

we can. 

May you know his love for you today.  

So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is 

love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. (1 John 4:16) 

Revd Andy Wilson 
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PCC update 

To maintain good governance of the church during this difficult time, the 

PCC has continued to meet. Since March 2020, we have only been able to 

meet once in person, but at other times we have met online. Additionally 

the Standing Committee meets online most weeks.  

At the online meeting on 28th April, the PCC discussed the following: 

• The work on the church hall floor has revealed asbestos which now 

needs safe removal at an additional cost of £7,964 + VAT. The 

Polling station for the May election will be moved to the church 

building. 

• The Diocese is proposing merging Portsdown parish with the 

parishes of Purbrook, Crookhorn, Waterlooville and Hart Plain. A 

meeting with the Diocesan team has been requested. 

• A donation of £100 has been made on behalf of the PCC to the 

Bishop’s farewell gift. 

• Repairs are needed to the church tower at a cost of £1,640 + VAT. 

• No further work will take place on the church drive until the church 

hall situation is resolved. 

• Portsdown Vicarage is to be sold, with funds going to the Diocesan 

stipend fund. 

• Church expenditure is exceeding income. 

 

Revd Andy Wilson 

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown 

Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook 

The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, 

 PO7 5RS 
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From the Editor 

Finally it seems to be spring.  Everything is growing rapidly 
thanks to the rain.  I heard about ‘no cut May’ from friends 

in Devon, it seemed a good idea at the time.  True the insect world like 
it and I watched sparrows eating the seeds from the dandelion's but its 
going to be hard work mowing! 

Our young vixen is still visiting each night and her cubs peer at me 
curiously as I top the bird feeders up at dusk.  Its good that they are 
wary of humans not everyone appreciates their cuteness, but in 
suburbia they have a place in the order of things and help keep the 
vermin population down  

As hopefully we start to come out of the lock downs and restrictions 
that we have endured for so many months,  please pray for people 
whose lives have been changed by the experiences they have suffered  
during this time,  whether they have been ill or a loved one has been 
lost due to covid19 or for another reason.  We recently experienced a 
funeral of a close family member and another was hospitalised.  So we 
too had a taste of not being able to console or hug  others when it was 
needed.  

Our new cats had the house to themselves as we had to stay overnight 
to travel, they like their new home, the food and toys, but are still not 
sure about us.  Hopefully when the new cat flap is fitted they will 
venture out. 

Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org. 
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Churches stepped up support for their communities during 
pandemic  
More than 4,000 Church of England parishes have stepped up their 
support to local communities in the face of rising levels of poverty, 
loneliness and isolation since the Covid-19 pandemic, according to new 
research. 
Church volunteers have delivered food, shopped, walked dogs and 
collected prescriptions this past year, according to a report by the 
Church of England and Church Urban Fund. 
Church volunteers have also done gardening projects, been ‘phone 
buddies’, aided with job-hunting, and helped people get online, as 
local people struggled with the social and economic effects of the 
pandemic. 
Despite restrictions on meeting socially, nearly a quarter of churches 
even started a completely new activity during the pandemic. More of 
them adapted two or more of their existing community activities in 
order to meet local needs. 
Overall, 37% of churches reported that they were 
providing more support to their communities, with this figure rising to 
41% in rural areas. 
Food provision and pastoral support were by far the biggest area of 
support provided by churches, with nearly 80% of churches involved in 
running or supporting a food bank or similar service. Many opened 
food banks for the first time. 
Church leaders reported that isolation, loneliness and mental health 
difficulties, food poverty, unemployment and debt are more 
widespread in their communities as a result of the pandemic. 
Church buildings, because of their size and ventilation, have been well 
used for activities from ante natal classes to socially prescribed 
exercise. In fact, many became ‘symbols of hope’, with flags, posters 
and artwork as a “form of visual encouragement”. 
Church Urban Fund Chief Executive Rachel Whittington said: “2020 
was a year like no other, and yet churches across the UK rose … with 
undeterred compassion, displaying the love in action which lies at the 
heart of the Christian gospel.” 
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Reflected Faith: Sit and be Still 
How do you ‘sit’ in church? I’m a wriggler and change my position on 
the seat often. I cross one leg over the other, then swap them over, 
stretch them out, then cross them at the ankles. I do the same with my 
arms.  I lean one way and then the other. 
 
In other words, ‘I’m a fidget.’ But having been absent from a church 
building for so long, I wanted to think this month about simply sitting 
and being still before the Lord. 
I’m well aware we’ve done little else this last 18 months – but if you 
manage to get into a church building, for whatever reason I’d like to 
encourage us all to just sit still and breathe in the place. To relish being 
‘back’! 
 
To sit ‘heavily’ in that spot.  To feel the solidity of the surface you are 
sitting on.  Lean into it.  Feel how it supports you.  Feel each part of 
your body where it is touching the chair or pew. 
Look around you at all the distinctive seating set aside for the different 
participants of the church: the choir, the worship leader, a deacon or 
curate, the priest and so on. 
 
In an Anglican church there will be a chair especially dedicated for the 
use of the Bishop. 
 
However plain or fancy each piece of furniture is within your building, 
they all have the same purpose.  To hold the person and keep them 
safe 
  

Revd Dr Jo White  
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The Ancient Church 
Sometimes I sit within my pew 
And gaze upon an ancient view 

Of stones, which, set by mason’s line 
Have stood through centuries of time; 
Of glass, whose colours, vivid, bright 

Have told their wondrous tales of light 
And filtered sunshine’s timeless rays 

To countless eyes through countless days. 
The pulpit where, through long past years 
God’s servants preached to faithful ears; 

The lectern and its Bible read 
Aloud to both the quick and dead; 

The feet, which down that aisle have trod 
To worship everlasting God; 

The angels, as they downward gaze 
Have heard ten thousand songs of praise! 

Songs of joy, and infant cries 
As they gathered to baptize, 

Songs of love and celebrations 
In marriages and confirmations, 

Songs of sadness and of loss 
Sung before the Saviour’s cross. 

So many lives have come, then flown 
Within this ancient house of stone. 

So, as I sit and wonder how 
Such history should guide me now? 

Such faithful worship through the years 
May move me to shed humble tears. 
These ghosts bring me joy, not fear 

I know I’m just a tenant here 
And in one way they are my guide – 

They keep me free from pompous pride! 
 
By Nigel Beeton 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (14) 

“Let us with a gladsome mind” 

John Milton had ‘a delicate, tuneable voice’ and had inherited his 
father’s love of music and books. He often sat up well after midnight 
to study Latin or Greek by candlelight. When he complained of 
headaches and tired eyes, no one recognized the warning signs; in 
his early forties he became totally blind. 

Milton was 15, in his last year at St Paul’s in 1623, when he wrote 
these lines. He put Psalm 136 into English verse, perhaps as a school 
exercise. This version makes him the youngest contributor to many 
hymn books. 

Let us with a gladsome mind, 

Praise the Lord for he is kind: 

For his mercies aye endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

John Milton (1608 – 74) 

 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories. 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

  

Dave Fowler 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2021 

they will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go 

to their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 

Update: Amazon Smile has its own ‘app’ so whenever you order you can 

just select the app 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details: For Christ Church: Parish: 

Portsdown Christ Church Diocese: Portsmouth PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving .  
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Charity 

Charity or love what’s in a name? 
The King James Bible translates them the same. 
Corinthians 13 tells the great theme 
Of love everlasting, everyone’s dream. 

Loved by all brides on their wedding day 
The verses they all want the preacher to pray 
The wonders of love that overrules all, 
That holds on believing whatever befalls. 

Love always trusting always prevails 
Enduring, protecting, love never fails. 
Faith hope and charity, virtues all three 
But love is the greatest and ever will be. 

 
By Megan Carter 
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The Post Card 

A post card from you sent to me 
Causes me to smile with glee! 
I can’t have the blues 
As I read the news 
Of your time with the sun and the sea! 

I love how it lands on the mat 
So it’s there when I hang up my hat; 
And no more time passes 
Ere I reach for my glasses 
And happily read all your chat! 

A message by text’s not the same. 
And Facebook is all just a game. 
I know some will say 
It’s the new modern way, 
But the lack of a card? It’s a shame! 

By Nigel Beeton 
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This month (10th June) the Duke of Edinburgh would have turned 
100. This article is from the Archbishop of Canterbury’s recent 
tribute to him in the House of Lords. 
 

Remembering Prince Philip 
 
“We have thanked God for Prince Philip’s life of extraordinary 
service. There are some rare people who bring energy into a room – 
the Duke of Edinburgh was very much one of those people. His 
presence lifted a gathering. He might have challenged and 
interrogated, but whatever he said, he never bored anyone. 
 
“The Duke of Edinburgh had a profound moral imagination, 
extraordinary foresight and even vision. He saw the world not just 
as it is but as it could and should be, as worked out in his 
commitment to young people, especially through the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, to the Commonwealth, to our Armed Forces, 
and to engineering, technology and design… In Edmund Burke’s 
words, he had an instinctive sense that the social contract was 
found in the traditions we inherit from the past, in our obligations 
to the present and in our responsibility to those yet to be born. 
 
“His genuine and deep sense of humility and his service came from 
the same place, which was his faith… He had a sincere Christian 
faith absolutely untainted by false piety… He understood deeply 
how important faith is for the vast majority of the world’s 
population. He engaged the rich diversity of faiths within the UK and 
the Commonwealth. He was a pioneer in recognising the crucial role 
that faith leaders play in advocating for creation care. He was 
literally half a century ahead of his time in this area.” 



15 



16 



17 

For the Record 

Baptisms 

 none 

Weddings 

none 

Funeral 

14th May 2021: Walter Reginald Johnson,  

died 13th April 2021, aged 91 years 

God’s Care 

How brief is our span of life compared with the 

time since You created the universe.  How tiny we 

are compared with the enormity of Your universe. 

…yet during every minute and ever second of our 

lives You are present, within and around us.  You 

give your whole and undivided attention to each 

and every one of us.  Our concerns are Your con-

cerns.  And You are infinitely patient with our stu-

pidity.  I thank you with all my heart…. 

Fulbert of Chartres (c.970–1028)  
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Mission of the Month -
Alabare 
Ken Completes The Pen Y Fan 
150 Challenge 
Huge congratulations to Major 
Ken Hames who has completed 
150 lifetime ascents of Pen y Fan 
in the Brecon Beacons, through 
extreme weather including hail, 
snow and gale force winds. 

 
Ken took on the last 10 of his ascents in the last five days.  He has been 
joined by various supporters over the last couple of days including teams 
of civilians, Veterans and those currently serving from the Queen's Dra-
goon Guards and 7MI, plus the Chairs from our Ambassador groups re-
pressing Gloucestershire and Wales, Ian Harris and Robert Talbot Rice. 
 
"I have just completed my challenge to raise money for Alabaré Christian 
Care & Support and in particular our Homes for Veterans. The past couple 
of weeks I've been up and down the mountain many times. It was a very 
humbling experience -  some times it was really horrendous weather for 
this time of year - 70 mph winds, snow, and hail. Sometimes I was up 
there my own and on a couple of occasions I had to turn people away on 
the mountain as it was too dangerous to keep going. 
  
In the last 5 days to have lots of visitors from Veterans, the regular Army, 
our Ambassadors and the generally public. They were very very sup-
portive of a what we were doing. We're almost at our fundraising target 
and for those who've contributed thank you very much.  There's still time 
to make a donation on my just giving site. Your donation will really make a 
difference to the lives of homeless Veterans. Despite how knackered I am, 
I am looking for to the next challenge."  
 
If you would like to donate online to Alabare go to: 
https://www.alabare.co.uk/donate 
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers the value of encouraging others. 
Barnabas the Encourager 
This month we remember the life of St Barnabas. His real name was 
Joseph, a wealthy Levite from Cyprus. However, he is known by his 
nickname ‘Son of Encouragement’ (Acts 4:36). Throughout Acts we see 
him encouraging others in different ways. 
 
He was an example of generous giving (Acts 4:36-7), when he sold 
property and offered the money to the church for those in need. In 
the midst of a caring and sharing community, he was singled out as a 
symbol of generosity. Are we prepared to be generous to those in 
need around us? 
 
He later encouraged a new Christian in the person of Paul (Acts 9:27). 
After Paul’s conversion and aware of his reputation, Barnabas came 
alongside him and brought him into the fellowship of the church. Are 
we ready to help those who are new in the faith to find a place in our 
church? 
 
Finally, Barnabas was sent to the church in Antioch where he ‘saw the 
evidence of the grace of God’ (Acts 11:23). It was a church which 
brought Jewish and Gentile believers together for the first time. Like 
Barnabas, do we rejoice when we see God doing new things in 
people’s lives? Are we also willing to embrace these things and 
facilitate change? 
 
Encouragement is one of the spiritual gifts in the New Testament 
(Romans 12:8). It can be greatly undervalued, but it is still crucial in 
growing the church. Like Barnabas, will we nurture gifting; strengthen 
the doubters and those tempted to give up; show generosity to God’s 
people and beyond and will we strengthen people to move beyond 
their own comfort zones to help those in need? 
 
Be prepared to ask the following questions: ‘Are there people 
alongside us who will encourage us?’ and ‘How can we be encouragers 
to others?’ 
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Prayer for Encouragement in June 
 
Father, 
At this time of year, we remember Barnabas, a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and faith, who encouraged people to stay true to you – and others to 
trust you for the first time. 
 
Lord, we have gone through difficult days. The pandemic has taught us that 
we are not in control. We don’t know what each new day might bring. As 
we move into June and the hope of more normality after the restrictions of 
Lockdown, we too need encouragement. 
 
Help us to have courage to step forward with confidence and common 
sense. Most of all help us to stay true to you and to trust you, knowing that 
you are the security we need, knowing that you will never leave us or for-
sake us. Help us to be en-couraged! 
In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 

Miscellaneous musings on life 
 
It is not marriage that fails, it is people that fail. – Harry Emerson 
Fosdick 
A happy marriage is the union of two good forgivers. – Robert 
Quillen 
The contented man is never poor, the discontented never rich. –

 George Eliot 
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Old and alone and needing help… 
An old Italian priest lived alone. He wanted to plant his annual 
tomato garden, but it was very difficult work, as the ground 
was so hard.  A member of his church, Vincent, who used to help him, was 
in prison. So the old priest wrote a letter to his parishioner and described 
his predicament: 
Dear Vincent, I am feeling pretty sad because it looks like I won’t be able to 
plant my tomato garden this year. I’m just getting too old to be digging up 
a garden plot. I know if you were here my troubles would be over. I know 
you would be happy to dig the plot for me, like in the old days. I remember 
you in my prayers. 
Fr Louis 
A few days later he received a letter from his parishioner. 
Dear Fr Louis, whatever you do, don’t dig up that garden. That’s where the 
bodies are buried. Thanks for your prayers. 
Vinnie 
At 4 am the next morning, the local police arrived and dug up the entire 
area, without finding any bodies. They apologised to the old priest and 
left. That same day the old priest received another letter. 
Dear Fr Louis, You can go ahead and plant your tomatoes now. That’s the 
best I could do under the circumstances. 
Vinnie 
 
Don’t forget the other half 
 When my daughter said her bedtime prayers, she would bless every 
family member, every friend, and every animal (current and past).  Then 
one night, after we had finished the nightly prayer, she added: “And all 
girls.” This soon became part of her nightly 
routine. 
Finally, my curiosity got the best of me and I asked her why she had begun 
adding the part about all girls.  Her response? “Because at church the 
minister only ever says ‘all men!’” 



23 



Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd Andy Wilson  

Associate Minister Revd Laura Cameron  

Curate  Revd Matt Grove  

Church Warden Stephen Anderson  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office Emma Evans  

PCC Secretary Graham Olway  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Ismay Doughty  

Christ Church Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


