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Sunday 1st 9th after Trinity 

O9:30 Morning Worship @ St Johns 

10:30 On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church  
  

Sunday 8th 10th after Trinity 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30 On line Morning Worship  

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 15th 11th after Trinity 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30  On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 22nd 12th after Trinity 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30  On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 29th 13th after Trinity 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30 On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 

Portsdown & Purbrook Services 
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Sun 01 Aug 13:00 Baptism of Elsie & Henry Chadwick SJP 

Mon 02 Aug 13:00 Wedding of Lucy George & Robert Dorn SJP 

Mon 02 Aug 19:00 SJP PCC 

Fri 06 Aug 14:00 Wedding of Scarlett-Mae Powles & 
Kester Doughty CCP 

Wed 11 Aug 10:00 Holiday at Home @ CoGS until 14:00 

Wed 11 Aug 19:30 CCP Standing Committee 

Thu 12 Aug 10:00 Communion SJP 

Sat 14 Aug 14:00 Wedding of Charlotte Thomas &  
Luke Folkard SJP 

Sun 15 Aug 12:30 Baptism of Jesse Scott SJP 

Wed 18 Aug 19:30 CCP PCC   

Sat 21 Aug 15:00 Wedding of Sarah Keen & Jonathan Hoskins 
SJP 

Diary Dates for Christ Church & St Johns 
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From the Vicarage 

Welcome to this first shared magazine for the parishes 

of St John’s Purbrook and Christ Church Portsdown, an-

other step in the growing relationship between our two 

parishes. 

 

Since the start of the pandemic we have not been able to distribute 

a printed magazine. Now, as we begin to do that once more, seemed 

a good time to bring the two publications together. Over the coming 

months we will be seeking to make this a magazine for both parish-

es. 

 

We have come a long way since the nineteenth century when there 

was open hostility between our two parishes! It is good that those 

days are well behind us.  

 

When I arrived at Christ Church 14 years ago, I found that the parish 

was part of a cluster with the parishes of Purbrook, Crookhorn, Wa-

terlooville and Denmead. This had come out of the diocesan ‘Kairos’ 

initiative. Some of you may remember a series of joint services cul-

minating in a wonderful day at Crookhorn College in 2011 with a va-

riety of workshops culminating in a shared Communion presided 

over by our then relatively new bishop. 

 

In 2013 we established the Portsdown Cluster. The three parishes of 

Portsdown, Purbrook and Crookhorn were invited to look at ways of 

working together. This had mixed success – there was a cluster 

weekend away and a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, but these oppor-

tunities were not taken up across all three parishes. 
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At the beginning of 2019, I became priest-in-charge at St John’s, remaining 

Vicar at Christ Church. Since then we have looked to bring these two par-

ishes together. We began to make some progress, but the Covid pandemic 

has made this difficult. We were looking at whether we should formally 

merger the two parishes into one, but this has now been put on hold, 

while wider conversations take place. 

 

We are now being asked by the diocese to consider our relationship with 

other parishes across Waterlooville, taking us back to the ‘Kairos’ cluster 

(with the addition of Hart Plain). It is not yet clear what form this relation-

ship will take, but there will be further meetings in September and Octo-

ber to discuss it. 

 

In the meantime, my hope is that our two parishes can resume our efforts 

to come closer together, so that we can better serve the community in 

which we are placed. 

 

Revd Andy Wilson 

 

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown 

Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook 

 

The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7 5RS 

02392 267261 
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From the Editor 

 

 

Well here we are back in print at last.  The last time I printed 
Portsdown Post was March 2020. edition   We just managed to get 
home from Devon, do a shop which included a new cooker, hob and 
new mattresses before everything closed down. 

The old mattresses stayed in our summer house until a few weeks ago 
when we managed to get them to the tip.  There was no problem with 
the delivery of the new mattresses, but the driver would only leave 
them outside.  They refused to take the old ones away and as it was 
winter they had to stored somewhere dry until we could dispose of 
them.  

Looking back at that time it was a trivial problem compared with what 
was going on all over the country. 

Now we have passed ‘Freedom Day’ and life has become easier for us 
in this country, please pray for those people who are still suffering from 
the effects of loss, of loved ones, of income, of health. 

The boys are still indoors, they love looking out of the windows and I 
have put a new cat flap in for them, but for now they seem happy to 
sleep behind the sofa or on a chair.  They have the run of the house at 
night and get plenty of exercise running up the stairs.  They spent their 
first 2 or 3 years braving the elements so who can blame them for 
wanting to keep warm (or cool) and dry? 

We are being visited by lots of starlings and sparrows, a few blue tits 
and the occasional finch.  Lots of fledgelings learning to fend for 
themselves and the little foxes are growing up fast. 

 Ruth Fowler 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org. 
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The Queen on York Minster 
York Minster is to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year with a 
statue of the monarch, placed in a niche high on its medieval west 
front. 
The figure of the queen will be slightly larger than life, and she will be 
holding the historic symbols of monarchy: the orb and sceptre. She will 
be the first British monarch to have reigned for 70 years. 
The statue will be the centre point of a makeover of the open space in 
front of the Minster, where a new Queen Elizabeth Square is to be 
created. More details are expected in the autumn. 
 

 Remembering Sir Walter Scott 
Sir Walter Scott, the Scottish historical novelist, poet and playwright, 
was born 250 years ago, on 15th August 1771. His best-known works 
include Ivanhoe and Rob Roy. 
Often considered to be both the inventor and the greatest writer of 
historical novels, he was inspired by a stay with his grandparents in the 
Scottish borders during his early childhood, while he recovered from 
polio. From them he heard stories and ballads about the area and 
became fascinated by the history and culture of Scotland, where all his 
early work was set – often published anonymously. 
 
On a visit to the Lake District in 1797 he met Charlotte Carpenter, who 
he married after a whirlwind romance, much to the disapproval of his 
parents, who suspected she was a French Catholic. But she was a 
British citizen who had been christened in the Church of England: the 
couple were happy until her death in 1826. 
 
Scott was widely admired for both novels and poetry and was once 
offered the post of Poet Laureate, which he declined. He was plagued 
during later life by financial problems, largely brought about by taking 
on the debts of friends and colleagues, but also by expenses incurred 
from his Abbotsford estate, near Galashiels 
 
 by Tim Lenton 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (16) 
 

 “When I survey the wondrous cross” 

Isaac Watts was about 20 when he ventured to complain to his father 
about the grim verse of the metrical psalms they had to sing at Above 
Bar Chapel in Southampton. ‘Try then whether you can yourself produce 
something better,’ was the answer. 

The young man who had learned Latin at four, Greek at nine, French at 
ten and Hebrew at  thirteen, sat down to write straight away, and never 
looked back. In all, he wrote about 750 hymns. Many people regard this 
as the greatest of them all. 

 

“When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride” 

Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) 

 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 
 

Dave Fowler 
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 The Revd Dr Jo White considers our need for quiet and space. 
In England, hopefully by the time you read this, all the lock-down and so-
cial isolation measures will have been relaxed. Church buildings and ser-
vices will be ‘back to normal’. Working folk will be back in their workplac-
es, and all will be well with us all. 
I live in hope – but I am well aware that the reality will probably be differ-

ent.  It’s the difference between a switch that turns the light fully on or 

fully off and a dimmer switch that allows the brightness to increase or de-

crease slowly.  All of us will need time to ‘rest’ before we get our mojo and 

energy levels back up again. This last 16 months or so have been hectic 

and traumatic for everyone in different ways. That’s why coming into the 

quietness and space of a church building can be so uplifting. 

Don’t be afraid to fail  
In my local church, we use a parish prayer which includes the line: ‘Help us 
to be brave enough to fail – but try again.’ 
Encouraging words indeed, and if we look back throughout the centuries, 
many men and women who have made the world a better place have tak-
en those words to heart. 
For example, where would we be today without electricity? Yet at school, 
Thomas Edison was told he was “too stupid to learn anything.” He was 
sacked from his first two jobs; and made 1,000 unsuccessful attempts at 
inventing the light bulb. But in the end, he succeeded, and changed the 
course of world history. 
Car manufacturer Henry Ford revolutionised transport in the USA, but he 
had five businesses fail before he founded the successful Ford Motor Com-
pany. 
Winston Churchill was a Nobel Prize-winning, twice-elected Prime Min-
ster, but he struggled at school, was defeated in early elections for public 
office, and did not become Prime Minister until he was 62. 
As the late Nelson Mandela wisely observed: “Do not judge me by my suc-
cesses, judge me by how many times I fell down and got back up again.” 
So, let us commit ourselves to loving God with all our hearts, to putting 

our abilities at His disposal, and to never giving up. 

Colin Hammacott 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2021 

they will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go 

to their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help our church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 

Update: Amazon Smile has its own ‘app’ so whenever you order you can 

just select the app 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details: For Christ Church: Parish: 

Portsdown Christ Church Diocese: Portsmouth PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving .  
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 The Water of Life 

‘O taste and see that the LORD is good’ Psalm 34:8 

She came to the well around midday, 

To avoid all the gossip she came alone, 

She met a Man there who told her all things 

Five husbands she had and one not her own. 

He asked for a drink, and they started to talk, 

A Samaritan woman there with a Jew 

Breaking all barriers to meet her need 

He told her how she could be made new. 

The water of life that He would give 

Would mean that she never would thirst again 

This transforming draught He offers to all 

Once tasted you never will be the same. 

At Cana He turned the water to wine 

A miracle no-one but He could do 

Just as the water was wondrously changed 

If you drink from this Fount it can happen to you. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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The ‘someone’ may find life 

Is just not worth living 

For the problems they have 

At home, work, or play – 

But the friendship you take 

Through the kind act of giving 

Your time, a few talents, 

May brighten their day. 

No job is too small 

Or too menial to offer 

For God to pick up 

As the means of His grace, 

And through your endeavour 

To serve without favour 

He’ll come down to earth 

And you’ll look on His face. 

By Sam Doubtfire 
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News 
Christian Aid launches emergency Global Hunger Appeal 
Christian Aid has launched an emergency appeal, warning that more than 
30 million people in 20 countries are “teetering on the brink of famine”. 
The Covid health pandemic, climate crisis, and continued conflict has 
exacerbated hunger and food insecurity in 20 countries. Countries like 
South Sudan, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Nigeria (in the North East) and 
Afghanistan are particularly affected. 
 
In South Sudan, 60% of the population are struggling to get enough food 
to eat, and 82% are living in extreme poverty. According to the 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, six of the country’s 
counties are already categorised as being in IPC Phase 5 Catastrophe – 
which means people face starvation, death, destitution and debilitating 
levels of acute malnutrition. 34 states are in the emergency acute food 
insecurity phase as people experience very high acute malnutrition and 
excess deaths.  The most food insecure states are Jonglei, Unity, Upper 
Nile, Lakes, Warrap and Northern Bahr el Ghazal. 7.2 million people are 
now affected during this lean season, expected to be the worst on 
record. 
James Wani, Christian Aid’s South Sudan Country Director, based in Juba, 
said: “Floods, drought, conflict and Covid-19 have joined forces to deliver 
devastation and fuel the food crisis in South Sudan – the combined result 
is the destruction of crops, livelihoods, houses and dwellings, while roads 
have become impassable, markets have stopped, supply chains have 
been crippled, and food prices have soared.” 
 

Conflict growing in Ethiopia 
“It is more than words and it is even unspeakable!” a Christian from 
Ethiopia’s Tigray region has told Barnabas Fund. 
He was struggling to express the horrors that Christians have suffered in 
seven months of conflict: deaths of pastors, of other Christians in 
ministry and of ordinary believers; rape of Christian women including 
Christian workers; destruction and looting of churches and monasteries; 
deliberate violation of church services.  
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Some Ethiopian church leaders are calling it a genocide. 
The conflict in Ethiopia is creating suffering at a level not seen for decades. 
An international roundtable meeting last week warned urgently of “human 
rights atrocities and the full-blown humanitarian crisis” in Tigray. 
“We are seeing wide-scale human suffering that is entirely preventable,” 
said the roundtable statement. “Systematic violence is being inflicted upon 
civilians, including widespread sexual violence, and extra-judicial and 
ethnically motivated killings. The population’s essential livelihood assets 
and health services are being destroyed.” 
Huge numbers of Tigrayan people are now displaced. Some have fled over 
the border to Sudan, but there is no humanitarian assistance for them 
there. Others have taken shelter in church compounds, but how can they 
be fed? 
If you would like to help via Barnabas Fund, please go to: 

 https://barnabasfund.org 

Peace, perfect peace 
 
Dear Jesus 
When we pray for Your help and blessing, we remember the words, “be still 
in the presence of the Lord’.  Fill us with the peace of mind and serenity 
which only You can give, and restore us once again. May we remain safe 
and content, knowing Your peace will continue to dwell in us. 
 
By Terence Trimmer 

https://barnabasfund.org/
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

We are delighted to announce services resumed.  We are here 
to help, so do call us on 07842 367490. 

Our AGM will be held on Saturday 4th September at 10.30am 
in the church.  Hopefully, refreshments will be served. Every-
one is welcome, so we look forward to seeing you. 

 We are always looking for new volunteers, so if you feel you 
could give some time to supporting those in our community, 
then do get in touch. 

 Good Neighbours Team 

THE RUSTY CUTTERS  

Can you wield a strimmer? The volunteer workforce who 

care for the churchyard at Christ Church are looking for more 

help. Speak to Peter Clark or Revd Andy for details. 
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For the Record 

Baptisms 

11th July 2021 at Christ Church 

Leo Daniel KOCHER, aged 7 months 

Weddings 

None 

Funerals 

14th July 2021 at St John’s 

Sylvia Florence WEBSTER, died 20th June 2021, aged 90 years 

 

27th July 2021 at The Oaks Crematorium, Havant 

Jack Charles EVANS, died 7th July 2021, aged 84 years 

 

29th July 2021 at Christ Church 

Martin Marshall BAGGS, died 27th June 2021, aged 85 years 
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Mission of the Month August 2021 – The Bible Society 

Entering the 
ministry in 
China:  

the threat of 
cults 
 
 

When churches in China were forced to shut their doors during the 
pandemic, cult groups used the internet to try and lure people away from 
the truth. 
‘As churches were closed, people were consuming all sorts of content 
online,’ said Feng Chao, pastor at a rural church in Shandong in East 
China. ‘Some believers who are not able to distinguish falsehood from 
what is true have been lured away to join ‘cult groups.’ 

Illiterate or semi-illiterate rural believers who cannot read the Bible 
themselves and rely on ministers and church fellowship were particularly 
vulnerable.  
Elderly believers were also at risk. With a lower level of digital literacy 
they were unable to access their church’s WeChat (an all-in-one 
messaging app that is a combination of the equivalent of Facebook, 
WhatsApp, Google News and more) official accounts to listen to sermons 
online. Instead, it was all too easy to stumble upon false teachings online. 
It is akin to looking for a fact online, and finding so much false news. 
The situation of many of these believers in China is made more difficult 
by a shortage of pastors and preachers. It’s estimated that there is just 
one trained pastor for every 6,700 Christians in China. 

This is something that Bible Society supporters are helping to remedy. 
Thanks to your support, every year Bible Society provides top-quality 
church leadership training as well as scholarships for young Bible students 
to encourage them to enter the ministry.  

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/latest/news/china-special-part-2-of-3-millions-of-sheep-but-few-shepherds/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/latest/news/climbing-many-mountains-to-spread-gods-word-in-china/
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Juggling 
 family  
Life 
 with  
mission 
 
 
 
 
 

Han Xue’s church has 1,000 members. 
Han Xue graduated from a seminary college in 2018 and now ministers at 
a 1,000-member church. She hopes that more young people will step up 
to serve. ‘Personally, I also hope to have a good marriage life, please re-
member me in prayers!’ she said. (Xue was to marry two weeks after 
speaking to us!) 
Xue’s comments about her impending marriage might seem normal on 
the surface, but in China combining ministry with a normal family life can 
be very challenging.  
Feng, who warned about the cults, added, ‘I hope that church workers 
will have a better work life balance and keep ourselves healthy.’ Feng 
confessed that his church duties have sometimes prevented him from 
attending Meet-the-Parents sessions at his daughter’s school 
 
Author: Simon Bartz, 24 June 2021 
 
Mission of the Month rep is Roy West 
  
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/ 



20 



21 



22 

Hard to tell 
During a summer music festival, a punk rocker stopped at the 
front desk of the reception tent to ask if there were any 
messages for her. The desk clerk handed her an unsigned note, and she 
asked for a description of the person who had left it. “That’s easy,” replied 
the clerk. “He wore tight pink-leather trousers, high-heeled black boots 
and a T-shirt with strategically cut holes. There was a row of coloured 
safety pins through the outside edge of one ear, and he wore purple 
eyeshadow. And his hair was orange and spiked.” 
“Oh, man!” she said, obviously disappointed, “that could be anybody!” 
 
The purpose of the font 
That Sunday our Family Service included two baptisms and many young 
children were there. In his talk, the Vicar asked the children if any of them 
knew what the font was for – and the answer came back: “For washing 
babies’ hair”! 
 
Good camping advice 
 Going camping this month?  Take along a tuba or a drum and carefully 
place it beside your tent.  It will keep the spaces on either side of your 
tent well and truly vacant. 
 
Who first 
While flying home, my mother was sitting across the aisle from a woman 
and her eight-year-old son. Mum couldn’t help laughing as they neared 
their destination and she heard the mother say to the boy, “Now 
remember – run to Dad first, then the dog.” 
 
Good and bad 
An honest confession is good for the soul – but probably bad for the 
reputation. 
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Church Leaders 
Vicar Revd Andy Wilson  

Curate  Revd Matt Grove  

Church Wardens CCP Stephen Anderson  

 Karina Golledge  

Church Warden SJP Bill Jeffrey  

Lighthouse Jackie Quinn  

Parish Office   

PCC Secretary CCP Vicky Stephen  

Treasurer Jacqui Wilson  

Churchyard Secretary Dave Fowler  

Magazine Editor Ruth Fowler  

Website Manager Matt Doe  

Safeguarding Rep Ismay Doughty  

Christ Church Wives Norma Gibney  

Mothers Union Ros Molloy  

Good Neighbours  8am—8pm  

Church Hall 
Church Hall Manager Jacqui Wilson  

Christ Church Toddlers Mandy Kind  

Scout & Guide Hut 
Beavers Tuesday Elaine Isaac  

Brownies Thursday Becky Hodges  

Cubs Wednesday Elaine Isaac  

Explorers Monday Mark Isaac  

Guides Thursday Maria Calway-Kennedy  

Rainbows Monday Lorna Danter  

Rainbows Thursday Becky Hodges  

Scouts Friday Mark Isaac  


