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Sunday 3rd 18th after Trinity 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

O9:30 Morning Worship @ St Johns 

10:30 On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church  
  

Sunday 10th 19th after Trinity 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30 On line Morning Worship  

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 17th 20th after Trinity 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

10:30  On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Holy Communion United Service @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 24th Bible Sunday / 21st after Trinity 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30  On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Morning Worship &Baptism @ Christ Church 

18:00 Refuel@ Christ Church 
  

Services  
Christ Church 

& St Johns  
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Tue 05-Oct 14:15 Mothers Union in small hall 

Wed 06-Oct 19:00 Deanery Conference @ St Alban’s West Leigh 

Wed 13-Oct 14:15 Christ Church Wives 42c Stakes Road Purbrook 

Wed 20-Oct 19:30 CCP Standing Committee 

Thur 21-Oct 14:00 St John’s Standing Committee @ Vicarage 

Fri 22-Oct 14:30 Good Neighbours Cream Tea @ Christ Church 

Wed 27-Oct 19:30 Joint Christ Church & St Johns PCC @ CCP 

Diary Dates for Christ Church & St Johns 

Saturday 30th All Souls Service @ St Johns 16:00 

Sunday 31st 4th Before Advent 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30 On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Morning Worship 

15:00 In Loving Memory @christ Church 

To the Son 
Most gracious Son, may your teaching dispel the darkness of ignorance 
in our mind, and may your commands be beacons of light showing us 
the path to peace.  And as we walk on that path, may we find your foot-
prints on the ground, that we may place our own feet where you have 
trodden.  We believe that you will strengthen our limbs when they 
grow weary, and raise our spirits when they become heavy, because 
nothing gives you greater pleasure than watching us follow the way of 
salvation.  We pray that you will always be our friend and our guide, 
and so bring us to your Father’s heavenly kingdom. 
A Prayer of Erasmus, 1469–1536 – most renowned scholar of his age. 



4 

From our Curate Matt 

For those of you that attended our recent 
Harvest celebration, or that watched online, 
you will remember that we were 
encouraged to reflect on the generosity of 
God, of his abundant and continued 
provision in, through and for his creation, 
and to see all of creation as a gift of God’s 
grace.  

A chance to reflect on God’s abundance, was perhaps a welcome 
contrast to the chaos of the fuel crisis, the ever looming uncertainty of 
COVID and future restrictions, and the rather bleak predictions of 
shortages of food and goods over the coming months.  
 
The ‘is Britain running on empty’ headline, fits uncomfortably 
alongside the gospel reading for that day, which encouraged us to look 
to the birds of the air that neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and to the lilies of the field, that neither toil nor spin. These seen 
together, draw something of a contrast between God’s provision and 
the experience of shortage, but perhaps the contrast would be better 
drawn between His provision in and for His creation, and our 
exploitation of it. This is maybe particularly meaningful in 
consideration of the fuel crisis, and indeed of the ensuing chaos and 
repercussions. 
  
However, it seems to me to also say something profound about the 
witness of nature itself, as we look to the birds and the air and the lilies 
of the field we can feel a sense of freedom, simplicity and continuity. 
Maybe that is why Jesus draws our attention to them. 
As we continue to sow, to reap, to gather into barns, to toil and to 
spin, we perhaps need to allow our attention to be once again drawn 
to the witness of God’s provision that is attested to within the natural 
world around us. 
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The witness of nature has become especially meaningful for me this 
year. An excess of time alone, of course been exacerbated by lockdown 
and social restrictions, has meant that solitude and quiet reflection 
doesn’t quite allow me to connect with God in the way that it once did. 
  
 What has been needed then has been something of a spiritual change, 
looking increasingly to nature, to God’s fingerprints within His creation, 
as I walk some of the footpaths that criss-cross the country side nearby. 
The regularity of this, and the things that I have seen along the way, 
shown me not only the consistency, but also the ever changing, that is to 
found within nature. These all bear witness to an unchanging God, a God 
that, in the person of Jesus is the same yesterday and today and forever, 
but that continues to meet us where we are in new and fresh ways as he 
reaches to us in love, in an ever changing world, or certainly an often 
changing experience. 
  
 So as we leave behind what has been an unusually warm September, we 
do so with the anticipation of darker evenings, colder weather and a 
looming winter. Yet we are reminded that for everything there is a sea-
son, and a time for every matter under heaven. So may we continue to 
find our unchanging God, revealed to us in new and fresh ways. 
 
Rev Matt Grove 
Curate of Christ Church Portsdown 
and St Johns Purbrook 
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From the Editor 

 AS we go into Autumn, the nights are drawing in and the 
leaves are changing colour do we ask the question ‘are 
things getting better?  Or do we say ‘here comes winter 

again a time of worry and fearfulness?’ 
Certainly at the time of writing this things are difficult, we are due to 
travel down to Devon and although our trusty Honda is very 
economical on petrol we still need to start out with a full tank!  Then 
there is the shortage of essentials on supermarket shelves, the worry of 
gas and electric prices going up.  This is  just at a time when we should 
be feeling the joy of being able to go out more, and meeting up with 
friends and relatives we have been unable to see during the pandemic  
 
In spite of all this, we are so blessed in this great country we live in, the 
things we are going through will be resolved eventually, God will 
continue protect us from disasters as long as we continue to follow and 
trust in Him as a country.  A prayer or two wouldn't go amiss for God 
also blesses the person who prays. 
 
During the pandemic, I rediscovered how rewarding it was to pray for 
others. To pray through worries and problems that arose.  And we have 
seen so many answers to prayer.  A new garage roof so that this winter 
it wont leak, 2 new cats (who have finally worked out the cat flap), a 
shower that stopped dripping so we didn't have to buy a new one, a 
refund of money when I ordered the wrong electric hob and there was 
no way to go into the store to sort it out, and countless other prayers 
that maybe we will never know the result of.   
 
Ruth Fowler 
As I am now printing again any contributions would be welcome by the 
middle of the month 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 

 

Victor Jack 
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Veterans Breakfast 2021 

Dear All, 
 
Having seen some of you recently I have had a number of 
enquiries regarding when we could have the next 
breakfast. Some of you may not be aware the Christ 
church hall has taken a huge hit in that the hall floor has 
had to be lifted and is being renewed at great expense. 

This job is still ongoing and therefore the church hall is currently out of 
action.  
 
However, after some investigating St Johns Church Hall, Purbrook, is 
available for our use and they look forward to our using the space with a 
small donation to costs of electricity etc.  
 
6 November is a preliminary date for our Breakfast. Please let me know if 
you would like to attend. COVID protocols will be in place which I will send 
out in due time.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you and hopefully seeing you soon.  
 
Best wishes 
 
Tracey  
07776256310  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=veterans+badge&id=280FD155FBEFD03AEBEAFD30703C80A766EA99DB&FORM=IQFRBA
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (18) 

“Rock of ages” 

It was August 1756. A small group of people were meeting in a wooden 
barn in a village in Southern Ireland. The speaker, was a layman named 
Morris, could hardly spell his own name, but he could read and 
understand the apostle Paul’s words in Ephesians: ‘But now in Christ 
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ.’ And as he spoke, sixteen-year-old Augustus Toplady put his trust 
in Christ for the first time. 

Toplady could be a fierce controversialist, but this hymn has outlasted 
all his volumes of argument. 

Rock of ages, cleft for me 

Let me hide myself in thee. 

Let the water and the blood 

From thy riven side which flowed 

Be of sin the double cure, 

Cleanse me from its guilt and power.’ 

Augustus Toplady (1740 – 78) 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 
Compiled by Christopher Idle 

Dave Fowler 

Editors note: There is a legend that Augustus Toplady was inspired to 

write this hymn after finding shelter from a thunderstorm in a cleft in a 

rock at Burrington Combe in Somerset, England in 1776. While evidence 

to support that story is lacking, it does provide a vivid image through 

which to understand the hymn. Christ and His redemptive work on the 

cross are like that cleft in the rock, where we can find shelter from the 

deluge of sin's guilt and power. 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Our church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2021 

they will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go 

to their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help Christ Church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials 

online this will be a good time to select Smile. 

Income to date £92.68 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details:  

For Christ Church:  

Parish: Portsdown Christ Church: Diocese: Portsmouth: PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

For St John’s:  

Parish: Purbrook St John the Baptist,  Diocese: Portsmouth,   PGS Parish  

Code: 290629070 

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving  

To give direct to St John's  

please speak to the Vicar or Church Warden 
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Nigel Beeton writes:   Psalm 119, at 179 verses is not only the longest 
chapter of any kind in the Bible, and is longer than the books of Ruth, 
James, and Philippians! There is a story of a condemned prisoner who 
exercised his right to have a Psalm recited prior to his execution, chose 
Psalm 119, and received his pardon before the end of the Psalm! Almost 
every single verse mentions God’s Word, His Law, His Statutes, or His 
Ordinances. That’s how important it is to be familiar with the Word of 
God. Many of us neglect it at our peril, but many Christians spend longer 
in a day watching commercials than they do reading God’s Word… This 
poem is based on only one stanza, Nun, which begins at verse 105, and 
is one of the most familiar passages: 
 
Thy Word 
 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my way. 
Thy Word is right, and  I will keep 
Thy Law from day to day. 
Thy Word will revive my weary soul 
Afflicted it was, and astray. 
Lift me O Lord, and make me whole 
By Thy side, O Lord, I will stay. 
Although the wicked lay a snare 
Thy ordinance makes me bold; 
Within Thy tenderness and care 
No devil can get a hold. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my way. 
Thy Word is right, and I will keep 
Thy Law from day to day. 
 
By Nigel Beeton 
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Nigel Beeton writes:  I loved books when I was a child. I read book after 
book, and learned my love of the language at a tender age. I think ‘Biggles’ 
was my favourite! Maybe I should have been reading Psalm 119, but I 
promise that I did read that, too! 
 
Remember the Stories? 
 
Remember the stories that we used to read? 
Heroic adventures – we loved them indeed! 
We’d read in the garden, if wet, in the porch, 
Or under the covers at night with a torch! 
Our fingers would avidly trace lines of text 
Of what Katy Did, and what she Did Next. 
And, starting this journey along Mem’ry Lane 
We can’t forget Biggles, up there in his plane! 
We laughed and we laughed at Jennings at school. 
Tormenting his teachers by acting the fool. 
Just William’s young friends, and their latest trick – 
“I’ll scream and I’ll scream till I make myself sick!” 
Black Beauty the horse brought a tear to our eye – 
Some stories brought laughter, and some made us cry. 
Like Paddington Bear, and the things he would do 
Arriving by train from Darkest Peru. 
There was Noddy, and Rupert, and Peter Pan, too; 
The woodland adventures of Winnie-the-Pooh; 
Little Women and Crusoe and Chalet School Girls; 
Just So – all such stories were wonderful pearls! 
This poem could go on for page after page 
If your favourite is missing, please don’t fill with rage – 
Just nip to the loft, and dig through that box, 
And sit down and read – ignoring the clocks! 
 
By Nigel Beeton 
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VARIETY IS THE SPICE 

Christchurch has many strengths, one of them is the variety of services 
available. Andy and Matt ensure that all spiritual tastes and persuasions 
are catered for, and although there is always room for fine tuning the 
balance is about right. Now aside from the mainstream services there is a 
lovely, occasional and deeply refreshing service that happens about every 
two months. This service is called “Refuel” and is very ably led by Sheila 
Gill. It is different from our other services in as much as it’s a very quiet 
reflective service relying on periods of quiet, with background spiritual 
music and readings, for us to listen to what our heavenly Father wants to 
say to say to us. That’s not to say He doesn’t speak to us in our other 
services but in these services there is a lot happening collectively so on 
an individual basis we can’t always hear Him speaking.   

However during Refuel the emphasis is on quiet reflection and spending 
a little private time with our Father that we don’t always manage during 
a busy week. We are asked to enter the church quietly, doesn’t mean you 
can’t say hello, just save the fellowship chat till the end, and sit yourself 
down. Sheila, with verses and quotes on the screen, quietly sets the 
scene, and then, with a selection of spiritual songs and music we are led 
to focus our minds, not empty them, on the things that spiritually matter 
to us. Sheila, who shows her love of the Lord by walking closely in His 
footsteps, keeps the service gently moving on until suddenly you find an 
hour has gone by and it’s time to leave. This service not only Refuels your 
spiritual batteries but also brings balm and refreshment to the whole of 
your being. If, like me, you find it hard to set aside a  part of your day for 
spending a quiet time in the company of Jesus and His Father then this 
service is for you. It’s not a replacement for our other services rather it’s 
a complimentary addendum. If you would like to know more about what 
this service is all about have a chat with Sheila, she will be only too happy 
to give you the background and reasons behind the service. Better still 
come along to the next one, look for pew sheet that will tell you when in 
October the next one is. Get your meat from the services led by Andy and 
Matt but indulge yourself with a little fine dining from Sheila!! 

Dave Fowler 
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Dracula isn’t here! 
A church in North Yorkshire has been trying to convince eager tourists 
that the vampire’s grave is NOT in their churchyard. 
Recently the church leaders at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Whitby, 
even put up a poster in the entrance door which reads: “Please do not ask 
staff where Dracula’s grave is as there isn’t one. Thank you.” 
Whitby inspired Bram Stoker to write his novel, Dracula, in 1897. And it 
seems that Stoker first came across the name ‘Dracula’ in Whitby’s 
library.  It was another name for the blood-thirsty Romanian ruler, ‘Vlad 
the Impaler’. 
St Mary the Virgin stands beside Whitby Abbey, and has a churchyard. 
This prompts many tourists to ask for the exact location of Dracula’s 
grave, even though of course Dracula never existed. 
The grave that can be found, however, is that of a man named Swales, 
who is also mentioned in the book. 
 

Pumpkin 
A lady had recently become a Christian and been baptised. Curious, one of 
her colleagues at work asked her what it was like to be a Christian. 
The lady was caught off guard and didn’t know how to answer.  Then she 
saw the office ‘jack-o’-lantern’ on a nearby desk and blurted: “Well, it’s 
like being a pumpkin.” 
Her colleague asked her to explain that one. So she said: “Well, God picks 
you up out of the patch and brings you in and washes off all the dirt on 
the outside that you got from being around all the other pumpkins. 
“Then He cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out from inside you. 
He removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then He carves you 
a new smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all to see. 
“It is our choice to either stay outside and rot on the vine, or come inside 
and be something new and bright.” 
Are you something new and bright?  Will you be smiling today, and 
shining with His light? 

Daylight saving 31st October 
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

We are delighted to announce services resumed.  We are here 
to help, so do call us on 07842 367490. 

 We are always looking for new volunteers, so if you feel you 
could give some time to supporting those in our community, 
then do get in touch. 

 Good Neighbours Team 

THE RUSTY CUTTERS  

Can you wield a strimmer? The volunteer workforce who care 

for the churchyard at Christ Church are looking for more help. 

Speak to Peter Clark or Revd Andy for details. 
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For the Record 

Baptisms 

5th September 2021 at St John’s:  

Evie Grace Parker, aged 5 months 

 

26th September 2021 at Christ Church 

Jamie Robert George, aged 11 months 

 

Weddings 

None 

Funerals 

24th September 2021 at The Oaks, Havant Crematorium 

John Frederick Hadley, died 29th August 2021, aged 84 years 

Dear Loving, Father God,
As the season changes and we enjoy the beautiful colours of autumn, 
there are other changes which we don’t enjoy. Changes we cannot con-
trol; changes and suffering in the world, beyond our comprehension; 
changes to our work routines, or health, or circumstances; changes 
which cause us anxiety and uncertainty. 
When everything seems to be falling around us like the autumn leaves, 
help us, Lord, to remember that you stand firm. You are our rock. You 
never change. You are always faithful, always with us, as we move into 
each new day and each new season. 
Thank you for loving us so much that you gave us Jesus, so that by 
putting our trust in Him, we can know the security of your love, for ever! 
In His name, we thank you, Sovereign Lord. 
Amen, 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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Loosely based on Psalm 23,  
adapted for seafarers everywhere… 

 

The Seafarers Psalm 
 

The Lord is my pilot, I shall not drift 

He lighteth me across the dark waters; 

He steereth me in the deep channels. 

He keepeth my log. 

He guideth me by the star of holiness for his name sake. 

Yea though I sail mid the thunders and tempests of life, I 
shall dread no danger, for thou art near me. 

Thy love and care, they shelter me. 

Thou preparest a harbour before me in the  
homeland of eternity. 

Thou anointest the waves with oil, my ship rideth calmly. 

Surely sunlight and starlight shall favour me on the  
voyage I take, 

And I will rest in the port of my God forever. 
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MOTHERS UNION -MARY SUMNER DAY 9TH AUGUST 2021 
 HAVANT AND PORTSMOUTH DEANERY held a Mary Sumner Day Service 
at St James Church, Emsworth 
and a tea in the Parish Rooms. Attended by about 50 people. 
The Reverend Andrew Sheard (Vicar) led a very uplifting Service for us 
including Elizabeth commissioning 
Vivien Gowlett as their new Branch Leader. 
Apparently Andrew was so impressed with our work he even mentioned 
it in his weekly newsletter to 
the Parish and encouraged everyone to accept Mary Sumners Prayer as 
their daily prayer. 
All the Branches including Bedhampton, Blendworth,Catherington and 
Clanfield, Denmead, Emsworth 
and Portsdown attended. 
We held a Raffle and Bring and buy stall and of course a delicious tea. 
I felt it was a very happy afternoon, especially as many of us had not met 
for 18 months. 
We raised £200 for the “Summer of Hope” appeal for our work across 
the World. 
  
We meet on the first Tuesday of the month in the small hall at Christ 
Church, come and join us. 
  
Sheila King 
Deanery Leader 

Christ Church Wives are meeting again 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th October  

At 42c Stakes Road Purbrook. For  ‘Tea and chat, 

Every one welcome 

Norma Gibney 
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Where – Christ Church 

When - 20th November 7.30 pm 

Who – The Big Quiz is suitable  

 
for a wide age range, but we would suggest, as a guide, that Year 6 and 
above would enjoy it, as it is not suitable for very young children.  It is a 
‘Christian’ event, but it is definitely not ‘Churchy’, and very suitable to in-
vite friends, family, work colleagues indeed anyone else, along for a light-
hearted evening’s fun.  The questions will be in groups covering a range of 
topics so even if you know nothing about sport you will probably shine on 
music or something else….. 
Last year there were teams meeting on Zoom from both St John’s and 
Christ Church and it worked really well.   We sent £275 to Tearfund which 
was fantastic.  This is another really good opportunity for us to contribute 
together to a worthwhile goal. 

Teams – 
Many people will be able to come along as a team, perhaps as a guide 6 or 
8 in each – but fewer or more will also work.  It’s up to you.  But if you 
don’t have a ready- made team, we will find one for you.   There is plenty 
of room in the church for everyone to spread out – perhaps two parallel 
pews for each team so the folk in front can turn round to discuss ques-
tions and answers – but everyone should have a good view of one of the 
screens where the questions will be shown.  This is a great opportunity for 
the ‘precovid’ house groups to come together again, or other groups in 
the churches, or as last year the “bell ringers”. 

Masks – 
In order to make the evening as comfortable as possible for everyone we 
would ask that people wear masks when arriving and sitting down with 
their team, but after that it will be for each team to decide whether to 
take them off or not. 
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Programme – 

There will be 8 sets of questions and answers will be given after each 
group.   But there will be an interval halfway through when we will serve 
tea and coffee and cake (gluten free will be available).  In order to avoid 
folk having to crowd around the ‘kitchen’ area, we will serve each team 
separately. 

It should all be finished by around 9.30 or 9.45. 

 Cost – 

£5 per adult, £3 for children, payable on the night. 

All proceeds going to Tearfund. 

We do need to know how many are coming and what team you are in (if 
you’re not in a team don’t worry, we can sort that out for you).  So please 
email us at  simon@wardmitchell.co.uk or phone on (023) 92375953 
setting out your name and how many are going to be with you and, if 
known, your team’s name. 

Please let us know by Wednesday 17th November 

Please don’t use Facebook. We apologise to those who tried to get in 
touch with us that way last year as we didn’t pick it up till too late. 

So get the 20th November in your diary and think about who you would 
like to be in your team!  If you have any questions or anything we haven’t 
covered do email or phone us. 

 

 Elizabeth and Simon Mitchell 

mailto:simon@wardmitchell.co.uk
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A Sunday School 
teacher had just 
concluded her lesson 
and wanted to make 
sure she had made her 
point. She said, “Can 
anyone tell me what 
you must do before you 
can obtain forgiveness 
of sin?” 

There was a short pause 

and then, from the back 

of the room, a small 

boy spoke up. “Sin?” 

Musings on everyday 
life 

If you can smile when 
things go wrong, you 
probably have 
someone in mind to 
blame. 

The easiest way to find 
something lost around 
the house is to buy a 
replacement. 

When dog food is new 
and improved tasting, 
who tests it? 
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Advent @ Christ Church 

Sat 4th Dec 2021 1.00 till 3.00 

A great opportunity for us all to get together socially 
and prepare for Christmas. There will be a big safe 
welcome for all, your family, friends and neighbours 

too – in the Church. 

Entertainment including the Pompey Pluckers and the 
Gospel Road Community Choir. Refreshments of 

course, to include mince pies and cookies. Children’s 
Corner with lots to do and make; decorate the 

Christmas Tree, watch a Christmas video. 

Tombola with so many prizes to win and the Christmas 
Raffle will be on display from November for you to get 

your tickets. 

A Thanksgiving Tree will give you the opportunity to 
hang a message of gratitude on it’s branches. 

Please come and enjoy a relaxed afternoon. 
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