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Sunday 7th 3rd Sunday before Advent 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

O9:30 Morning Worship  and baptism@ St Johns  

10:30 On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church  

18:00 New Wine @ CoGS (must be booked first0 
  

Sunday 14th Remembrance 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

10:30 Remembrance @ St Johns 

10:30 On line Morning Worship  

10:30 Remembrance @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 21st Christ the King 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns Purbrook 

10:30  On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 28th Advent Sunday 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30  On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Services  
Christ Church 

& St Johns  



3 

Tue 02-Nov 14:15 Mothers Union in CCP small hall 

Wed 03-Nov 19:30 PCC Standing Committee via Zoom 

Sat 06-Nov 10:00 Veterans Breakfast in SJP church hall 

Wed 18-Nov 14:15 Christ Church Wives Down End Road Drayton 

Thu 18-Nov 19:00 SJP PCC Meeting 

Sat 20-Nov 19:30 Quiz Night @ Christ Church 

Wed 24-Nov 19:30 CCP PCC meeting @ Christ Church 

Thur 25-Nov 14:00 SJP Standing Committee 

Diary Dates for Christ Church & St Johns 
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From the Vicarage – November 2021 

During November we travel through the period 
between All Saints Day and Advent, sometimes known 
as ‘Kingdom Season’. On these Sundays before Advent 
Sunday we are encouraged to celebrate and reflect on 
the reign of Christ in earth and in heaven. This 

culminates on the last Sunday of the church’s liturgical year, the 
Sunday next before Advent Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King. The 
church’s year begins at Advent with the hope of the coming Messiah 
and culminates with the proclamation of his universal sovereignty. 

I reflected on the Kingship of Christ in heaven at the recent funeral of 
Jean Matthews, for many years a faithful worshipper at Christ Church. 
Jean’s family asked to sing the hymn ‘I vow to thee, my country’ as 
part of the service. It is a hymn that is best known as a patriotic hymn 
that speaks of dedication to the nation. 

The hymn began life as a poem written by Cecil Spring Rice, a British 
diplomat who, between 1912 and 1917, served as ambassador to 
Washington. He is credited, at least in part, with persuading the United 
States to join the first World War. 

His poem, entitled Urbs Dei (‘The City of God’), but also known as ‘The 
Two Fatherlands’, was written some time between 1908 and 1912, 
before the outbreak of war, whilst Spring Rice was serving in the 
Embassy in Stockholm. Its call to offer love to country without 
questioning, to the point of sacrificing upon the altar of war “the 
dearest and the best”, has led some to suggest that it is not 
appropriate to sing in an act of worship, especially as, other than in the 
title, there is no direct mention of God in the hymn. 

However, the second verse of the hymn points us towards Christ the 
King. We are told of “another country” whose “fortress is a faithful 
heart” and whose “pride is suffering”. We are called to be faithful to 
the King of that country and to share in his suffering. However, it is his 
faithfulness and his suffering that gives us permission to enter that 
land. 
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When we struggle with the pressures and difficulties of this world, it is 
good to be reminded that this is not the full story, for there is another 
country. 

“For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen 
but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what 
cannot be seen is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:17-18) 

And there's another country, I've heard of long ago, 
Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know; 
We may not count her armies, we may not see her King; 
Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 
And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 
And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace. 
  

Revd Andy Wilson 
 
Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown 

Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook 

The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, 

PO7 5RS 

02392 267261 
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From the Editor 

 While we were away I spent time researching my family 
history.  If you have experience of this you will know that it 
can take you over! 

I am not very disciplined and can end up all over the place, especially as 
I have so many branches in my tree now. 
 
I finally discovered the reason why a couple from Norfolk ended up in 
Castle Combe in Wiltshire, it has taken years to find out and it never 
ceases to amaze me how far people travelled, usually something to do 
with work and sure enough my ancestor turned out to be a coachman 
to the Lord and Lady of the manor.  
 
So in reading up about Charles Simeon it reminded me that he knew  
Henry Venn, who was Rector of Holy Trinity Clapham where some of 
my ancestors were baptised ,married and buried. And where the 
Clapham Sect met and worshipped.  They campaigned against slavery 
led by William Wilberforce who was a member of parliament.  There is 
a blue plaque outside of the church stating this and it is my ambition to 
visit the church one day.  
 
Our rescue boys are settling back in after their stay in the cattery, again 
no interest in the cat flap, they prefer to stay indoors which is probably 
a good thing now firework season is with us again.  
 
Ruth Fowler 
As I am now printing again any contributions would be welcome by the 
middle of the month 

In my pigeon hole at Christ Church or email 

magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 

 Victor Jack 
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 When a poor man came in sight------- 

 
Well things are gradually getting back to normal, whatever that means. In 
the past 18 months or so the pandemic has caused many of us to rethink 
so many things, changing attitudes and a  new outlook on what is really 
important has caused many of us to take stock of our daily lives. Because 
of our circumstances many of us can change the direction our lives are 
going but there are still many in our society where changing the direction 
of their lives is not an option, Jesus tells us that the poor will always be 
with us and that is as true today as it was when He spoke those words. 
Hardship and poverty have not gone away because of the pandemic in 
fact, for many people, it’s just made their circumstances more difficult 
and worrying! Many of us are fortunate, the biggest decision we have to 
make on a daily basis is what shall we eat today and, in some cases it just 
means a quick trip to the supermarket, problem solved!  

However for many in our society this is a decision that they haven’t got 
the resources to make, due to circumstances beyond their control, funds 
are not readily available or, if they are, not in any great quantity. The 
food banks have still been beavering away during the whole of this 
stressful time and fortunately for many who receive donations from 
them, the supermarkets have still been massively supporting the various 
centres who provide food aid. On our visits to the food bank we support 
we have seen the generosity of all the supermarkets, and long may this 
continue. However it’s perhaps time that we resumed our contributions 
as a church and started once more to bring in donations to leave at the 
back of the church, you know the things that are needed, and Ruth and I 
will gather them up and transport them to the food bank. I know, 
especially as the festive season approaches, that there are many calls on 
your purse but a couple of extra items in your basket will go a long way 
to making life easier for those who need our help. Could I ask also that 
you give that little extra,  special something for the Christmas period? 
God bless you all for your thoughtful generosity. 

Dave Fowler 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (19) 

‘And can it be’ 

In spite of their differing temperaments, brothers John and Charles 
Wesley did many things together. At Oxford they formed the ‘Holy 
Club’ and earned the name ‘Methodist’; in Georgia they were none-too
-successful missionaries; in London in 1738 they each found the 
experience that bought them peace with God. They also published 
hymn books together. Although no one is quite sure which of the 
brothers wrote this hymn, Charles, who wrote nearly 7000 new songs 
of praise to God, usually gets the credit. 

 

And can it be that I should gain 

An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 

Died he for me, who caused his pain? 

For me, who him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be 

That thou, my God, shouldst die for me! 

 

Charles Wesley (1707- 88) 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

 

Dave Fowler 



9 

What they said………...special Quotes 

John Newton (convicted slave ship captain, author of many of our best 

loved hymns including :Amazing Grace and How sweet the name of Jesus 

sounds) 

We can easily manage if we take each day, the burden appointed to it.  

But the load will be too heavy for us if we carry yesterdays burden over 

again today, and then adding the burden of the tomorrow before we are 

required to bear it. 

Mother Teresa 

Never worry about numbers.  Help one person at a time, and always start 

with the person nearest to you. 

Barack Obama 

Don’t wait for good things to happen to you.  If you go out and make 

some good things happen, you will fill the world with hope; you will fill 

yourself with hope. 

St Catherine of Siena 

Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire. 

Marghanita Laski. Atheist philosopher 

What I envy most about you Christians is your forgiveness.  I have no one 

to forgive me. 

 

Contributed by Marion Pegg 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Christ church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer 

to Christ Church that if any parishioner takes out a home 

insurance cover with them before 31st December 2021 

they will donate £130. to our church.  To view this offer go 

to their website 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 

and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help Christ Church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 

Income to date £92.68 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details:  

For Christ Church:  

Parish: Portsdown Christ Church: Diocese: Portsmouth: PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

For St John’s:  

Parish: Purbrook St John the Baptist,  Diocese: Portsmouth,   PGS Parish  

Code: 290629070 

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving  

To give direct to St John's  

please speak to the Vicar or Church Warden 
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Nigel Beeton writes: November is also the month of remembrance, 
made more poignant this year by the recent withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. Was it a waste? It’s not for me to say, but the gallantry 
shown by our armed forces can never be a waste. We, like their families, 
are so proud of what they did in the name of freedom. I cannot think of 
a more appropriate poem than the one that I wrote in 2009 in response 
to the loss of our soldiers out there, O Gallant Youth: 
 

O Gallant Youth 
 

Through long dark years our young have fought and died, 

In Freedom’s name our country’s foes defied; 

Now in Remembrance they are glorified, 

O Gallant Youth, we owe so much to you. 

Though they were young, when came their country’s call, 

Ready they were to stand up strong and tall. 

They did not flinch when asked to give their all, 

O Gallant Youth, we give our thanks for you. 

Rows of graves, with headstones white 

Tributes to our gallant men, 

From Sun’s rise till it sets from sight 

We’ll always remember them. 

Though they know well how high the price before – 

Legions of men and women lost in war – 
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Our young today are standing firm and sure! 

O Gallant Youth, we are so proud of you! 

Desert sands, through wind or flame 

Far flung seas, or skies of blue 

Where you go in Freedom’s name 

We’ll always think of you. 

Go, in our name, to duty or to fight, 

Go, with our hopes into the darkest night; 

The hand of God will lead into the light. 

O Gallant Youth, we send our prayers with you! 

Follow your fellow men from ages past 

Stand side by side with them, sincere, steadfast 

Fight for the right until you come at last 

Home, Gallant Youth, to those that wait for you. 

By Nigel Beeton   
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 Advent @ Christ Church 

Sat 4th Dec 2021 1.00 till 3.00 

A great opportunity for us all to get together socially 
and prepare for Christmas. There will be a big safe 
welcome for all, your family, friends and neighbours 

too – in the Church. 

Entertainment including the Pompey Pluckers and the 
Gospel Road Community Choir. Refreshments of 

course, to include mince pies and cookies. Children’s 
Corner with lots to do and make; decorate the 

Christmas Tree, watch a Christmas video. 

Tombola with so many prizes to win and the Christmas 
Raffle will be on display from November for you to get 

your tickets. 

A Thanksgiving Tree will give you the opportunity to 
hang a message of gratitude on it’s branches. 

Please come and enjoy a relaxed afternoon. 
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

We are delighted to announce services resumed.  We are here 
to help, so do call us on 07842 367490. 

 We are always looking for new volunteers, so if you feel you 
could give some time to supporting those in our community, 
then do get in touch. 

 Good Neighbours Team 

Christ Church Wives are meeting again 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 10th November  

At ‘Downlands’ Down End Road Drayton 

For  ‘Tea and chat, 

Every one welcome 

Norma Gibney 

Mother’s’  
  
November 2nd at 2.15 pm in the small hall. 
  

Pauline Wale will be talking about M. U. Projects and showing us gar-

ments and cot coverings made by members for the baby unit at Queen 

Alexandra Hospital. 

Ros Molloy
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For the Record 

Baptisms 

None 

Weddings 

None 

Funerals 

27th October 2021 at Christ Church 
Jean Mary Matthews, died 2nd October 
2021, aged 91 years 

Prayer for November 
 
Father, 
In these short, dark days of November, with all the uncertainties and 
complications in our new Covid 19 landscape, help us to feel the reas-
surance of Your presence in the gift of each new day. Help us to be 
guided through the darkness by Your light – by Jesus, who will never 
leave us or forsake us. 
In His name – the name above pandemics and shortages and rising bills 
and all anxieties – we pray. 
 
Amen. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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Mission of the Month– The Simeon’s Trust 
He was born at Reading, Berkshire, in 1759 and baptised 
at St Laurence's parish church on 24 October of that year. 
He was the fourth and youngest son of Richard Simeon 
(died 1784) and Elizabeth Hutton.[3] His eldest brother, 
named Richard after their father, died early. His second 

brother, John, entered the legal profession, became an MP and re-
ceived a baronetcy. The third brother, Edward Simeon, was a director 
of the Bank of England. 

Simeon was educated at Eton College and King's College, Cambridge.As 
an undergraduate at King's from 1779, brought up in the high church 
tradition, he read The Whole Duty of Man and then a work by Thomas 
Wilson on the sacrament, and taking communion at Easter experienced 
a Christian conversion. In 1782 he became fellow of King's College and 
was ordained deacon. He graduated B.A. in 1783 and, in the same year, 
was ordained a priest of the Church of England.  He began his ministry 
as deputy to Christopher Atkinson (1754–1795) at St Edward King and 
Martyr, Cambridge. Atkinson introduced him to John Venn and Simeon 
then met Henry Venn, confirming his evangelical and Calvinist views. 

Simeon received the living of Holy Trinity Church, Cambridge, in 1783. 
The appointment, technically a curacy, followed the death of the Rev. 
Henry Therond. Simeon's father intervened with James Yorke, 
the Bishop of Ely, and he was appointed, under the age of 23, as a cu-
rate-in-charge for the bishop. He was at first unpopular, and indeed the 
congregation would have preferred John Hammond (died 1830), who 
had been curate there, and became lecturer. Services were disrupted, 
and he was insulted in the streets. Simeon remained there for the rest 
of his life, eventually with a crowded church. 

Simeon died, unmarried, on 13 November 1836, and was buried on 19 

November in King's College Chapel, Cambridge. His memorial by 

Humphrey Hopper in Holy Trinity, Cambridge, was described by archi-

tectural critic Nikolaus Pevsner as an "epitaph in Gothic forms” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading,_Berkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Laurence%27s_Church,_Reading
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Simeon#cite_note-FOOTNOTESimeon18471%E2%80%932-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_John_Simeon,_1st_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Simeon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eton_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Whole_Duty_of_Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Wilson_(bishop)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacrament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Edward_King_and_Martyr,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Edward_King_and_Martyr,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Venn_(priest)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Edward_King_and_Martyr,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Venn_(Clapham_Sect)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvinist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Trinity_Church,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Yorke_(bishop)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Ely
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_College_Chapel,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humphrey_Hopper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolaus_Pevsner
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Simeon's funeral at King's College, Cambridge on 19 November 1836 
from Memoirs of a King's College Chorister (1899) 
Simeon gained influence among the undergraduates of the university. He 
became a leader among evangelical churchmen, and was one of the 
founders of the Church Missionary Society in 1799. He also helped found 
the London Society for Promoting Christianity Amongst the Jews (now 
known as the Church's Ministry Among Jewish People or CMJ) in 1809, 
and acted as adviser to the British East India Company in the choice of 
chaplains for India. 

According to the historian Thomas Macaulay, Simeon's "authority and 
influence … extended from Cambridge to the most remote corners of 
England ... his real sway in the Church was far greater than that of any 
primate. 

Simeon is remembered in the Church of England with a lesser festival on 
13 November.He is commemorated in the Episcopal Church of the Unit-
ed States with a Lesser Feast and in the Anglican Church of Canada with a 
Commemoration on 13 November. 

He established a trust for the purpose of acquiring church patronage to 
perpetuate evangelical clergy in Church of England parishes.  It arose 
from the bequest of John Thornton, who died in 1813, of ten advowsons, 
left to a trust, of which Simeon was one of the trustees. Simeon expand-
ed the group of livings with money he had inherited.  The Simeon's Trus-
tees, of what was called the Simeon Fund, are responsible for the patron-
age (or a share of the patronage) in over 160 Church of England parishes 

 

Mission of the month rep for Simeon’s Trust is Stuart Davies 

Christ Church Portsdown and Church of the Good Shepherd Crookhorn 
Are Simeon Fund .patronage Parishes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_Missionary_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church%27s_Ministry_Among_Jewish_People
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_East_India_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaplains_for_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Macaulay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calendar_of_saints_(Church_of_England)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Festival_(Anglicanism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/November_13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Church_of_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commemoration_(Anglicanism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advowson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parish_(Church_of_England)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Thornton_(philanthropist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advowson
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Where – Christ Church 

When - 20th November 7.30 pm 

Who – The Big Quiz is suitable  

 
for a wide age range, but we would suggest, as a guide, that Year 6 and 
above would enjoy it, as it is not suitable for very young children.  It is a 
‘Christian’ event, but it is definitely not ‘Churchy’, and very suitable to in-
vite friends, family, work colleagues indeed anyone else, along for a light-
hearted evening’s fun.  The questions will be in groups covering a range of 
topics so even if you know nothing about sport you will probably shine on 
music or something else….. 
Last year there were teams meeting on Zoom from both St John’s and 
Christ Church and it worked really well.   We sent £275 to Tearfund which 
was fantastic.  This is another really good opportunity for us to contribute 
together to a worthwhile goal. 

Teams – 
Many people will be able to come along as a team, perhaps as a guide 6 or 
8 in each – but fewer or more will also work.  It’s up to you.  But if you 
don’t have a ready- made team, we will find one for you.   There is plenty 
of room in the church for everyone to spread out – perhaps two parallel 
pews for each team so the folk in front can turn round to discuss ques-
tions and answers – but everyone should have a good view of one of the 
screens where the questions will be shown.  This is a great opportunity for 
the ‘precovid’ house groups to come together again, or other groups in 
the churches, or as last year the “bell ringers”. 

Masks – 
In order to make the evening as comfortable as possible for everyone we 
would ask that people wear masks when arriving and sitting down with 
their team, but after that it will be for each team to decide whether to 
take them off or not. 

Tearfund the 

Big Quiz Night 
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Programme – 
There will be 8 sets of questions and answers will be given after each 
group.   But there will be an interval halfway through when we will serve 
tea and coffee and cake (gluten free will be available).  In order to avoid 
folk having to crowd around the ‘kitchen’ area, we will serve each team 
separately. 

It should all be finished by around 9.30 or 9.45. 

Cost – 
£5 per adult, £3 for children, payable on the night. 
All proceeds going to Tearfund. 
We do need to know how many are coming and what team you are in (if 
you’re not in a team don’t worry, we can sort that out for you).  So please 
email us at  simon@wardmitchell.co.uk or phone on (023) 92375953 
setting out your name and how many are going to be with you and, if 
known, your team’s name. 

Please let us know by Wednesday 17th November 
Please don’t use Facebook. We apologise to those who tried to get in 
touch with us that way last year as we didn’t pick it up till too late. 
So get the 20th November in your diary and think about who you would 
like to be in your team!  If you have any questions or anything we haven’t 
covered do email or phone us. 
 
 Elizabeth and Simon Mitchell 

mailto:simon@wardmitchell.co.uk
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Summary of the discussions from the July 2021 PCC meeting 
Following APCM all positions within the church and PCC are 
filled. 

• Church Hall floor- no further progress, awaiting quotation pending 
the sourcing of suitable flooring materials; possibility old top floor 
could be sold. 

• Diocesan/Deanery restructure – paused for further consultation 
and feedback, events planned for September and October 2021. 

• Sunday services- no change for the time being, online services to 
continue 

• Church drive- no progress, further work will only take place when 
hall floor is operational and subject to church finances 

• Social events proposed - Tear fund, Holiday at home with COGS, 
Teddy Bears Picnic tba, and Advent event. 

• Employment update – Administrator leaving, volunteer (unpaid) 
sought for 3 hours a week 

• Archdeacon’s visit – had taken place on 25th July 

• Treasurer’s report - little change, slightly increased income due to 
continuing church services and gift aid, Gift Month to be August 
2021; bank signatories updated. 

• Correspondence – several letters of thanks had been received from 
Mission Partners, St John’s have joined Christ Church Mission of the 
Month with immediate effect. 

• COVID restrictions – following relaxation of Government re-
strictions, all decisions re: churches to be made by clergy in their 
own parishes; Vicar to consider feedback and decide on any chang-
es; congregations would be requested to follow existing and chang-
ing rules. 

• Rusty Cutters – volunteers required to join team 

• Next meeting – Wednesday 18th August 2021 at 7.30pm 

 Vicky Stephen 

PCC Secretary 
Christ Church Portsdown 
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Summary of the discussions from the September 2021 PCC 
meeting 

• Church Hall floor - dry rot treated; old floor sold and removed; two 
grant applications being submitted; quotations to be obtained for 
both sub floor and floor surfaces 

• Diocesan/Deanery restructure – consultation events taking place, 
PCC attending Deanery meeting early October. CCP and SJC joint 
service and joint PCC taking place in October. 

• Sunday services/ Covid - no change in services for the time being, 
online services to continue. After trial, wafers to be dipped in to 
wine at all Communion services. Covid restrictions will continue to 
be relaxed in a measured way. 

• Social events – Planning continuing for the Tear fund quiz, Good 
Neighbours cream tea and Advent @ Christ Church, details in pew 
sheet and magazine. 

• Harvest  – 27th September in both churches, non-perishable food 
and toiletries for Roberts Centre and All Saints hostel. 

• Treasurer’s report - little change, parish share paid up to date; Gift 
Month going well, donations will be used for church hall floor work. 

• Services schedule October to December – confirmed, details in 
pew sheet and in magazine; 7th November service to include cli-
mate change to coincide with COP 26. 

• Correspondence – letter of thanks received from Christian Aid for 
donation. 

• Safeguarding – DBS checks for PCC to be updated as necessary, 
training tba 

• Next meeting – joint meeting with SJC at Christ Church on Wednes-
day 27th October 2021 at 7.30pm 

Vicky Stephen 
PCC Secretary 
Christ Church Portsdown 
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