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Sunday 5th 2nd Sunday of Advent 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

O9:30 Morning Worship @ St Johns  

10:30 On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church  

18:00 New Wine @ CoGS (must be booked first) 
  

Sunday 12th 3rd Sunday of Advent 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

10:30 On line Morning Worship  

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 19th 4th Sunday of Advent 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Carols & Lessons @ St Johns Purbrook 

10:30  On line Morning Worship 

11:00 Christingle @ Christ Church 

18:00 Carols by Candlelight @ Christ Church 
  

Friday 24th Christmas Eve 

14:30 Family Carols@ Christ Church 

16:00 Family Carols @ St Johns Purbrook 

23:30 Midnight Communion @ Christ Church 

Services  
Christ Church 

& St Johns  
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Wed 01-Dec 19:30 CCP Standing Committee via Zoom 

Sat 04-Dec 13:00 Advent @ Christ Church 

Tue 07-Dec 14:15 Mothers Union Christmas Party CCP small hall 

Wed 08-Dec 14:15 Christ Church Wives  

Thu 09-Dec 11:00 Funeral of Roy Downie 

Fri 10-Dec 14:00 Good Neighbours Carols & Cakes 

Wed 15-Dec 19:30 CCP Standing Committee meeting @ Christ Church 

Thur 16-Dec 19:00 Shared PCC Meeting @ Christ Church 

Diary Dates for Christ Church & St Johns 

Saturday 25th Christmas Day 

08:00 Christmas Communion @ St Johns Purbrook 

10:00 Christmas Communion @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 26th 1st Sunday of Christmas 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns Purbrook 

Please be aware all services are subject to change due to circumstances 
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From our curate Matt 

Advent, it seems to me, can often be time of huge 
contrast. In many ways it seems to be a time in which life 
steps up a gear, that the drive towards Christmas really 
gets going with gusto! It’s busy, it’s demanding, there 

seems like a thousand things to do and not enough time to do it. 
Although we know when Christmas is (it’s the same day every year), it 
often seems to catch us off guard. Even as I write this, I’m reminded that 
it’s now only 31 days away!! My unpreparedness starts to overwhelm 
me!!! 

It’s easy perhaps, to become overwhelmed with it all, to become swept 
up in the commotion and business, only coming back down to land on 
Christmas night when the shops are finally shut and there is nothing left 
to buy…..or is there something I’ve forgotten!! Well, there are all the 
presents still to wrap!! It’s not surprising then perhaps that we can be 
left wondering where it all went come Boxing Day morning. We can be 
left asking what all the work was actually for, and was it all worth it, 
often the stress and anxiety of advent gets the better of us come 
Christmas.  

In many ways then, Advent becomes about preparing for Christmas, and 
of course that is how it ought to be, but it does so in a way that 
exacerbates, rather than contrasts, with the speed and immediacy of life 
more generally. What we lose, under the weight of these preparations 
and expectations, is not only something of the true joy of Christmas, but 
more than that, we lose something of the true beauty of Advent in and of 
itself.  

Perhaps you are now expecting me to say something or other about the 
‘true meaning of Christmas’, or something of the standard lament at 
what Christmas has become, with the true story of Jesus being lost within 
it’s midst. I am however, going to try and resist such a message, instead I 
think I want to offer a slightly more positive and hopeful thought. 
Because, I think, Advent reminds us that patience is indeed a virtue, it 
reminds us perhaps to reflect on the journey rather than the destination, 
and to find the grace and joy that each day offers us along the way.  
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Once we find our pace, once we find time to slow down, to use the 
waiting, to embrace it, to find meaning in the anticipation of what’s to 
come, it is then that we can begin to see beyond the lament of what 
Christmas may have become. It is then that we begin to see and to witness 
joy, joy that spreads far beyond the walls of church, joy that is lived out in 
a very real sense, by those that live in our community.  

Now, yes, there is something of the true meaning of Christmas being lost 
in the process, I admit that fully, but perhaps I’m an optimist, or maybe 
more likely I’m optimistic about people. For when we pause for a moment, 
when we take in Advent, when we embrace the season, and the anticipa-
tion of  it, when we look and listen to what’s going on around us, what we 
then find might not always be the truth of the Christmas story, we might 
not find faith as such, but we can and do find that for many, many, people, 
for millions of people the world over in fact, Christmas is instinctively a 
time for finding joy, and hope, and positivity, it is a time that people look 
for it, desire it, try to make it manifest in their lives and the lives of those 
that they love. It is instinctively a time that people seek, in some way, to 
see the good in each other and in the world around them. Indeed much of 
the business of advent, is an acknowledgment of just how special Christ-
mas is.  

For us as Christians, our purpose within that, is perhaps then to share the 
reason why that instinct is indeed well founded, why it makes sense, and 
why it is particularly true during the advent season. For centuries, Chris-
tians have reflected on the Birth of Jesus Christ, the word made flesh, God 
born amongst us, as saying something truly and profoundly affirming 
about humanity, and about God’s love for his creation. Because of this, it 
is a time of joy, of hope, a time that God himself, from the depths of his 
love for, and his affirmation of, each and every one of us, sought to make 
that joy and hope manifest with our shared life together. It is perhaps the 
one single act in all of history, that says that there is something beautiful, 
something of worth, something of significance, held within humanity itself, 
in fact it is of such beauty, such worth, such significance, that Jesus was 
born amongst, as one of us, and out of his love for us all.  

Revd Matt Grove curate of Christ Church & St Johns 
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From the Editor 

 As we approach the end of another extraordinary year 
I wonder what will stand out in your memories? 
 

I have to confess to being just as much in a muddle as last year!  Not 
much has been achieved in the Fowler household, during lockdown it 
was all too easy to say oh well there's always tomorrow. Things that 
have been achieved are down to the work of others, a new garage roof 
for one and that was completed in a day! 
 
This quote from the Bible seems very relevant: 
Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
Therefore don't be anxious for tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious 
for itself. Each day's own evil is sufficient. Matt 6:34 NIV 
 
I find myself very reluctant to make long term plans that can’t be 
changed.  But on the other hand in spite of the worrying news that 
things could be getting much worse, I find myself accepting that its not 
much point.  Just ‘go with the flow’ or should it be: 
Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the 
Rock eternal. Isaiah 26:4 NIV 
 
Ruth Fowler 
 
As I am now printing again any contributions would be welcome by the 
middle of the month 

In my pigeon hole at Christ Church  
or email 
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
 
Ps  If you send me an article for the 
magazine I will always acknowledge it, so if 
you don’t hear from me it means it has probably 
gone into cyberspace! 

Victor Jack 



7 

Remembrance Sunday 14th November 

 

Some pictures from the 
Remembrance Services of 
Christ Church & St Johns 
Taken by Kim Clayton for 
St Johns & from Christ Church 
website  
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (20) 

‘Jesus lives’ 

The German Lutheran who wrote this hymn was assistant pastor to his 

father. He could not remember his own sermons well enough to preach 

without notes – and reading the sermon was frowned on. So he 

became a lecturer instead, and as Professor of Philosophy he filled his 

lecture room to overflowing. 

His kindness overflowed too. He gave away so much that when Prince 

Henry of Prussia visited him, he found him living in one empty room 

without food or fire. But, if only with this one Easter hymn, he has 

made many others rich. 

Jesus lives! Thy terrors now 

Can, O death, no more appal us; 

Jesus lives! By this we know 

Thou, O grave, canst not enthral us 

Alleluia 

Christian Gellert (1715 – 69 

Translated by Frances Cox (1812 -97) 

 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

 

Dave Fowler 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Christ church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer to Christ 

Church that if any parishioner takes out a home insurance cover with 

them before 31st December 2021 they will donate £130. to our 

church.  To view this offer go to their website  

They have yet again extended it for another year.31st Dec 2022 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help Christ Church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 

Income to date £92.68 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details:  

For Christ Church:  

Parish: Portsdown Christ Church: Diocese: Portsmouth: PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

For St John’s:  

Parish: Purbrook St John the Baptist,  Diocese: Portsmouth,   PGS Parish  

Code: 290629070 

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving  

To give direct to St John's  

please speak to the Vicar or Church Warden 
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Christmas Rush 

 

 That time again, my trolley’s full 

Buying all the Christmas fare, 

A turkey crown, a rib of beef, 

Crisps and nibbles, lots to spare. 

 Christmas crackers and serviettes, 

Paper for wrapping and cards to send, 

Nuts and oranges, figs and dates 

The list goes on, there seems no end. 

 In all this rush it’s good to pause 

And think about that special Day, 

When shepherds watched and angels sang 

As a Baby lay in a bed of hay. 

  

By Megan Carter 
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The Word of Light 
  

The Word was in the beginning 
The Word was with the Lord; 

When the worlds were set to spinning 
By that same Almighty Word. 
Not a thing that was created 
Was made without His will, 

And His pow’r has permeated 
Our world, and does so still. 

  
In Him was life, and light eternal 

To all men He gives His light; 
Shining in the gloom nocturnal 

Shines like day within the night! 
And to men in sinful starkness 

The Word in glory comes – 
And the deep surrounding darkness 

To the Word of Light succumbs! 
  

Though by Him the world was moulded 
When He came unto His own, 
Yet mankind, in sin enfolded 
Their Creator they disowned. 

But for those who do believe Him – 
Who see that He is right – 

He makes those who do receive Him 
Into Children of the Light! 

  
By Nigel Beeton 
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Cop 26 – What was achieved?  What next? 

The news cycle has moved on, for several weeks every news bulletin and 

paper were dominated by the talks in Glasgow.  Christians have prayed 

for positive outcomes and in Christ  Church we marked the half way point  

with a service focusing on the implications for the poorest communities if 

projected temperature increases are not reduced.  

So – what happened which we can celebrate;- 

When COP26 started we were on a trajectory towards a devastating 2.7°C 

of warming, and needed world leaders to get on track for the safer level 

and agreed target of 1.5°C. Official country climate plans have now 

shifted the dial slightly and put us on a trajectory for 2.4°C. And if all the 

promises made during COP26 were to be kept – including pledges to end 

and reverse deforestation and reduce methane emissions – warming 

could be kept to below 2°C.  

But right now these are just words. And while remaining within 2°C of 

warming would limit the worst effects of the climate crisis, every fraction 

of a degree matters to people on the frontline. For millions of vulnerable 

people, it could mean the difference between life and death. Nations 

have been asked to return next year with stronger plans. We must do 

everything we can to hold the leaders of high-emitting nations to account 

for delivering these plans for rapid, deep and sustained emissions cuts in 

line with 1.5°C.  

Fossil fuels 
Almost 40 nations and institutions have committed to end overseas public 

finance for coal, oil and gas by the end of 2022, something Tearfund has 

been campaigning for. If fully implemented, this could shift at least $24 

billion a year out of fossil fuels and into clean energy.  
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We welcome this progress. Yet, we urgently need to see more high-

emitting countries commit to end support for coal, oil and gas.  

Finance 
Climate-vulnerable countries need richer nations to provide the finance to 

meet their own climate targets and adjust to the impacts of climate 

change. Perhaps most disappointing of all wealthy nations have fallen far 

short. They failed to commit to anywhere near the level of new financial 

support that’s needed. And they failed to agree concrete action on how 

they will meet long-overdue commitments, such as the $100 billion per 

year promised back in 2009. In the months ahead, wealthy countries must 

be held to account to step up to their responsibilities. 

What next – COP27 

Climate justice won't be achieved by any one decision or conference. We 

will need to call for justice and pray for - 

• those who will be most affected by the decisions made at COP26, 
whose daily lives are being impacted by the climate crisis  

• leaders of high-emitting nations to step up urgently with stronger 
plans and short-term targets for emissions cuts in line with 1.5°C 

•  fresh vision for those who campaign and work for climate justice; 
for information and ideas visit http://www.tearfund.org/action 

 
 
Elizabeth Mitchell 

http://www.tearfund.org/action


16 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

We are delighted to announce services resumed.  We are here to help, 
so do call us on 07842 367490. 

 We are always looking for new volunteers, so if you feel you could give 
some time to supporting those in our community, then do get in touch. 

 Good Neighbours Team 

Christ Church Wives are meeting again 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th December 

Carols & Mince pie  

6 Christ Church Gardens 

Widley 

Everyone Welcome 

Norma Gibney 

Mothers Union 
  
Tuesday December 7th at 2.15 in the small hall. 
 

An Advent / Christmas get together for members. Carols, readings, 
poems and chat with tea and cakes. 
 
Ros Molloy 92268928
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For the Record 

Baptisms 
None 

Weddings 
None 

Funerals 

9th November 2021 at St John’s 
Marian Winifred Bull died 10th October 2021 aged 88 years 
 
18th November 2021 at Christ Church 
Francis Ian Pratt died 24th October 2021 aged 73 years 
 
24th November 2021 at The Oaks, Havant Crematorium 
Lorraine Ann Norris died 8th November 2021 aged 61 years 
 
26th November 2021 at The Oaks, Havant Crematorium 
Sylvia Mary Johnson died 22nd October 2021 aged 87 years 
 
27th November 2021 at Christ Church 
Richard Keith Hill-Brown died 9th November 2021 aged 84 years 
 
30th November 2021 at The Oaks, Havant Crematorium 
Ian McAll died 6th November 2021 aged 76 years 
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The latest book by The Revd. 
George Gebauer. 

It is called FORGOTTEN HEROES  and 
is the story and war record of AL-
FRED, JUST ONE OF SUCH FORGOT-
TEN HEROES OF WHICH THERE ARE 
MANY TO BE FOUND IN ALL THE 
ARMED FORCES WHO FOUGHT IN 
THE SECOND WORLD WAR. (we learn 
more of Georges family). 

It is available  direct 
from:   www.newgeneration-
publishing.com at £9.99  
 

Maybe a Christmas present for someone? 

Quotes 

The incarnation was a historical and unrepeatable event with permanent 

consequences. Reigning at God’s right hand today is the man Christ Jesus, 

still human as well as divine, though now His humanity has been glorified. 

Having assumed our human nature, He has never discarded it, and He 

never will. – John Stott 

We rob ourselves of much joy if we forget the loving and caring presence 

all round about us of the angels of God. – Maurice Roberts 

The Christian story is precisely the story of one grand miracle. – C S Lewis 

He that made man was made man. – C H Spurgeon 

Christmas is the day that holds all time together. – Alexander Smith 

Filling the world, He lies in a manger! – Augustine 

Where there is peace, God is. – Anon 

http://www.newgeneration-publishing.com/
http://www.newgeneration-publishing.com/
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Mission of the Month The Children’s Society 

Molly’s Story 

Since 10 years old, Molly has looked after her mum, dad, 
nan and step dad. But she hasn't let caring get in the way of 

a bright future. Since joining our young carer programme, Molly has be-
come more focused on her dreams and she regularly speaks out for young 
carers' rights. 

‘From the age of about 10 I’ve been looking after my mum, my nan, my 
dad and step dad. I started off looking after my mum who had a slipped 
disc and a pacemaker fitted. 

My nan is registered blind, my dad had a head injury a few years ago and 
he lost a lot of his memory, and then my step dad had an aortic valve re-
placement four years ago that went wrong.' 

Molly cooks, cleans, picks up medicine and pays the bills. But she hasn't 
let that stop her, she's grown in confidence and she's finding the time to 
pursue her dreams. 

She is now a champion for young carers. It has given her a new focus.‘I’m 
very keen to help other young carers, as there are so many out there, 
younger than me, who do so much more. I raise awareness about the is-
sues that young carers face and what my life is like being a carer.' 

‘Young carers are becoming more outspoken - positive things are happen-
ing for young carers that I know have helped me and will help other peo-
ple, so I just want that to keep on happening.’ 

‘If there are any young carers out there, I want them to know they are not 
alone, that there are others out there like them, and that there are people 
around that who will help, and who won’t judge.’ 

Through our young carer programme, Molly has grown in confidence. 
She's made friends and discovered a life beyond caring. ‘I’ve managed to 
talk on radio, talk in newspapers about being a young carer about how it’s 
changed my life. 
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'I’ve won an award from David Cameron for my work volunteering with 
young carers, which was amazing. And then it’s influenced me in my de-
gree choice – journalism – talking about things, talking to the media and 
influencing change and everything like that, it’s just insane.’ Molly later 
graduated with a First Class degree in Journalism. 

'There are people who will just do everything to get them to their goals, 
to get them to what they need to be, and what they want to be.’ 

Carers could be as young as five 

By definition, a young carer is someone under the age of 18 who looks 
after a family member or friend who has a physical or mental health con-
dition, or misuses drugs or alcohol. They may also look after brothers, sis-
ters or elderly relatives too. 

We have worked with those as young as five years old but there could be 
child carers who are even younger. 

This is a true story but names and identifying details have been changed 
to protect the young person 

Our Christingle Service is on Sunday 19th December at 11:00.  All proceeds 
from the service will go to Children’s Society. 
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Smile Lines 

Camels 
In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the 
inn, over which was pictured a large star.  The third camel and its rider 
were going directly away from it. “Why is the third man going in a 
different direction?” her mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s looking 
for a place to park.” 
 

Angel tidings 
The little boy was to be an angel in the Christmas play and his one line 
was: “Behold, I bring you good tidings.”  He asked what tidings were 
and his mother explained that the word meant news. 
On the night of the play, the youngster had stage fright and, after a 

long silence, blurted out: “Hey, have I got news for you!” 
 

Grandfathers 
I was talking to my young Sunday School class, and a four-year-old boy 
suddenly asked me: “Miss, do you have a grandfather?” 
I replied, “I used to have two, but they both went to Heaven to be with 
Jesus.”  He thought, shook his head sadly, and said, “One of my grand-
fathers hasn’t gone to Heaven.” 
(Long pause while I tried to decide how to proceed.) 
“He’s gone to Bexhill-on-Sea.” 
 

Replace 
Did you know? By replacing potato chips with grapefruit as a snack, you 

can lose up to 90% of what little joy you still have left in your life 
 

Split 
A professor was lecturing his physics class.  “If molecules can be split 
into atoms and the atoms split into electrons, can the electrons be bro-
ken down any further?” 
“I’m not certain,” replied one of his pupils, “But a sure way to find out 

would be to post some of them in a Christmas package marked 

‘fragile.’” 
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