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Sunday 2nd Epiphany 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

O9:30 Morning Worship @ St Johns  

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church  
  

Sunday 9th Baptism of Christ 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

09:30: Holy Communion @ St Johns 

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 16th Epiphany 2 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns Purbrook 

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 23rd Epiphany 3 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 30th Presentation of Christ 

08:00 Holy Communion 1@ Christ Church 

09::30 Holy Communion @ St Johns 

11:00 Baptism of Effie Olway @ Christ Church 

18:00 Refuel @ Christ Church 
  

Services  
Christ Church& St Johns  
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Sat 08-Jan 14:30 Wedding of Jordan & Dannika 

Wed 12-Jan 14:15 Christ Church Wives  

Sat 15-Jan 10:00 Coffee Morning @ St Johns Church Hall 

Tue 18-Jan 12:45 Funeral of Bridget Roberts @ St Johns 

Thu 20-Jan 19:00 SJP PCC 

Wed 26-Jan 19:30 CCP PCC meeting  

Sat 29-Jan 10:00 Coffee Morning @ St Johns Church Hall 

Diary Dates for Christ Church & St Johns 

New Year Prayer 2022 
 
Lord of all creation, 
Lord of all the years, 
Thank you for steering us through the fragmented landscape of two 
pandemic-riddled years. Here we stand at the beginning of a new year, 
not knowing what lies ahead. Our only security lies in you, Lord. 
Please take our hands and guide us, day by day, into January and be-
yond. We will not be afraid, Lord because you have promised never to 
leave us, never to forsake us. And you keep your promises. We are 
safe. 
2022, here we come… expectantly, 
In Jesus’ name, 
 
Amen 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers 2022. 

  
Looking to the New Year   
 
The month of January is named after the Roman god Janus, who is 
depicted as having two faces. As we look back on a difficult year 
dominated by the pandemic, how should we look forward to 2022 
with fresh hope?  
 
The apostle Paul writes: ‘But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind 
and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenwards in Christ 
Jesus.’ (Philippians 3:13,14). 
 
Firstly, to make a new start, you need to forget the things which are 
behind. Paul saw himself as an athlete running for Christ and 
purposely not looking back. He refused to allow his past sins and 
difficulties to define who he was. By God’s grace, he no longer saw 
himself that way. The same can be true of ourselves, as we confess 
our sins and failures to receive God’s forgiveness and new life. 
 
Secondly, we need to focus on the things that lie ahead. The athlete 
is entirely focused on winning the race and gaining the prize. Like Paul, 
we have to be single-minded in making Jesus the focus of everything 
we do. How can we go deeper in our prayer life and Bible reading this 
year? What will it mean to better serve Christ in our workplace and 
neighbourhood, or family and children? 
 
Paul looked forward to the day when he would stand before God, who 
would say ‘well done, good and faithful servant’. In light of all that 
Jesus had done for him, Paul wanted to give his very best to Jesus. As 
we stand at the beginning of this New Year, let’s ask ourselves, ‘What 
can I do this year that will help me bring glory and honour to God?’ 
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From the Editor 

Looking out of my window while preparing this magazine, 
it is grey and wet.  I am just thankful to be warm and dry, 
like our two rescue cats as they snuggle up together on 

blankets in our patio chairs put in the garage for the winter.   
Having spent their first couple of years living rough, being fed by a kind 
person who was looking out for them.  We adopted them on Christmas 
Eve 2020 and they spent a long time indoors.  We were hoping they 
would adjust  to living in a home, but it wasn't to their liking.  When we 
settled down for the evening to watch tv they would go upstairs.  Then 
when we went to bed they would come downstairs and play.  I installed 
a new cat flap so they could go outside. They decided to stay out all the 
time and we worried where they were.   
 
So I put blankets in the garage and installed 2 webcams, one in the 
conservatory where their food is and one in the garage. It has been a 
consolation to be able to see them curled up in the garage and to see 
them come in for food at night. 
 
As we enjoy our homes and getting together with friends and family 
over this New Year take a thought for the many who are homeless and 
those who come from other war afflicted countries.  Please pray for 
them,  many have lost everything they own and have to adjust to 
another climate and culture. 
 
Ruth Fowler 
 
As I am now printing again any contributions would be welcome by the 
middle of the month In my pigeon hole at Christ Church  
or email 
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
Ps  If you send me an article for the magazine I 
will always acknowledge it, so if you don’t hear 
from me it means it has probably gone into 
cyberspace! 

Victor 

Jack 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (21) 

‘THE HEAD THAT ONCE WAS CROWNEDWITH THORNS’ 

Thomas Kelly was the son of an Irish judge. He was ordained but fell foul 
of his bishop and founded his own sect, which nearly died with him. But 
this hymn has stood the test of time 

Kelly’s practical faith was tried during a year of severe famine. He was 
loved by the poorest of the people for his kindness. One man cheered up 
his anxious wife by saying ‘hold up, Bridget ---there’s always Mister Kelly 
to pull us out of the mire after we’ve sunk for the last time!’ 

The head that once 

was crowned with thorns 

Is crowned with glory now: 

A royal diadem adorns 

The mighty Victors brow. 

Thomas Kelly (1769 – 1855) 

 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

+ 

Dave Fowler 
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LITTLE JACK HORNER ETC (BUT WE DON’T) 

Once again Ruth and I had the privilege of taking your generous  
donations to the food bank the week before Christmas. What a sight met 
us as we walked into the Wecock church, it was wall to wall food, no 
space was left uncovered and no seasonal foodstuff was left out. So this 
is a big thank you for your generosity once again. Although the 
supermarkets, all the major ones support the foodbank we do, the 
people who help distribute the food were very very pleased to see us as 
they stopped what they were doing to talk to us!!  

You see although they are grateful to the supermarkets for their 
contributions they were more than grateful and thankful for our 
donations because we represented real people who had responded with 
gifts from the heart. This they found encouraging. We were told that 
they would be distributing  160 plus food parcels the Tuesday before 
Christmas so that those in need would have all they needed for their 
family to be part of the festive season. It would seem that as the New 
Year dawns there will be even more calls on the food bank and I’m sure, 
as you always do, will generously respond to the needs of others. For 
many of us the start of the New year is a looking forward, a time of 
rekindled hope for the future even though we know in some respects we 
may be disappointed. But we have our faith to sustain us, many 
dependant on the food bank don’t have this in their armoury and the 
future only holds for them endless anxiety, we can do our bit to help 
alleviate this by continuing, and perhaps increasing, our support for this 
worthy cause.  

You know where to put your donations in the church and don’t be put 
off if the bins are full just leave it in the vicinity, if we don’t notice it 
someone will contact us to tell us the food bank is overflowing. If you are 
unable to get to church but would like to donate our contact details are 
on the back of the magazine and we will endeavour to collect from you. 
Jesus tells us what we can do for the less fortunate, He also tells us how 
to store up treasure in heaven, let us do our bit to make sure they have 
to keep increasing the size of our vaults!! God bless you all and a 
heartfelt thank you.                    Dave fowler 
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Remembering Sir Ernest Shackleton 
 
One hundred years ago, on 5th January 1922, Sir Ernest Shackleton, the 
Irish-born British Antarctic explorer, died of a heart attack in his bunk in 
South Georgia. He had led three British expeditions to the Antarctic. He 
was 47. 
 
It is now believed he may have had a hole in his heart. His feats of brav-
ery and endurance were mixed with sudden illness, but he was never 
willing to have his heart properly examined. 
 
He set a Furthest South record when he commanded the Nimrod expe-
dition in 1907-09. On that occasion he showed acclaimed leadership by 
refusing to try for the Pole because of the likelihood that he and his 
men would die on the return journey. 
 
But his greatest achievement was to enable the rescue of his crew after 
the Endurance became trapped and then crushed by ice in the Weddell 
Sea in 1915. A long trek, hauling lifeboats over ice, was followed by 
Shackleton and two companions reaching South Georgia in a small boat 
– followed by a trek over mountains and glaciers to a whaling station, 
from where a rescue ship was launched to bring home the remainder. 
 
This has been described as “an utterly unbelievable story of bravery, 
heroism and endurance”. Shackleton was not known to be a Christian, 
but he and his men said they felt Providence was guiding them, espe-
cially during the 36-hour march across South Georgia, when all three 
said they felt sure there were four of them, and not three, making the 
journey 
 
 
by Tim Lenton, community reporter for the Parish Pump 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Christ church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer to Christ 

Church that if any parishioner takes out a home insurance cover with 

them before 31st December 2021 they will donate £130. to our 

church.  To view this offer go to their website  

They have yet again extended it for another year.31st Dec 2022 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help Christ Church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 

Income to date £92.68 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details:  

For Christ Church:  

Parish: Portsdown Christ Church: Diocese: Portsmouth: PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

For St John’s:  

Parish: Purbrook St John the Baptist,  Diocese: Portsmouth,   PGS Parish  

Code: 290629070 

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving  

To give direct to St John's  

please speak to the Vicar or Church Warden 
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The New Year 

 

If we put our hand in God’s hand 

As we enter this New Year 

Not knowing what the future holds 

But that our Friend is near 

We shall not fear what lies ahead 

If He is by our side, 

Nor wander from the pathway 

If He will be our guide. 

The Sinless One from heaven came 

To dwell with us on earth, 

He sought and bought us with His blood 

And offered us new birth. 

Now as we travel through this year 

He knows the things He’s planned, 

So let us trust and know just this – 

Our times are in His hands. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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Hope 

 

It’s a time of exultation 

When hope triumphs over fear 

And we’re filled with jubilation 

At the turning of the year 

As the clock begins its striking 

When we reach the midnight hour 

None can help themselves from liking 

Love and hope’s stupendous pow’r! 

Forget the woes and tears and troubles 

Of the year that’s just gone by 

Hope – just like the champagne bubbles 

Puts a gleam back in our eye! 

Hold firm that hope although the pages 

From the calendar are torn 

Hear the counsel of the sages: 

Hope is every day reborn! 

 

By Nigel Beeton  
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All Saints, Bighton, Hampshire By Kim Clayton 
 

This was the starting point 
of a walk we did back in 
January which also included 
the church of St Nicholas at 
Bishop’s Sutton, St John the 
Baptist at New Alresford 
and St. Mary the Virgin at 
Old Alresford.  A very good 
walk with more churches 
than pubs! Also just round 
the corner from St. Mary’s 
is Old Alresford House 
where the headquarters of 
the Diocese of Winchester is based. 

All Saints is not the easiest of churches to find, standing at the end of a small 
lane that leads to the entrance to the Manor House. It is surrounded by trees 
making it less than visible. (We had to go to the back of the church grounds to 
take our picture!) In 959 King Edward granted the manor of Bighton to the 
Abbot of Hyde and a church here is mentioned in the Domesday Book. 

The current church dates from 1190 when the chancel was built, while the 
nave is slightly later. There are two Norman style pillars in the nave both with 
very different capitals. One of the most outstanding features of the chancel 
and nave is the wonderfully painted ceiling, a recent addition, painted by Sir 
Ninian Comper in 1904. 

Probably the oldest content of the church is the massive font, carved from a 
single piece of Purbeck marble and is probably older that the church itself. A 
far more recent addition is the pulpit which was designed in 1960 by 
Sebastian Comper, the son of Sir Ninian. 

St Nicholas at Bishop’s Sutton is another early Norman church but it had to be   

extensively rebuilt in the 17th century after it was badly damaged during the 

English Civil War, the major battle of Cheriton was fought nearby. 
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16 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

We are delighted to announce services resumed.  We are here 
to help, so do call us on 07842 367490. 

 We are always looking for new volunteers, so if you feel you 
could give some time to supporting those in our community, 
then do get in touch. 

 Good Neighbours Team 

Christ Church Wives  

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 12th January  

At 8 Binness Way Farlington, Portsmouth 

For  ‘Tea and chat, 

Every one welcome 

Norma Gibney 

Mother’s’  
  
No Meeting in January 

The next meeting will be on the 1st February 

Church service led by Revd. Andy Wilson, followed by the A.G.M. 

Ros Molloy



17 

For the Record 

Baptisms 

None 

Weddings 

None 

Funerals 

9th December 2021 at Christ Church 
Roy Philip Hunter Downie, died 15th 
November 2021, aged 90 years 
  
15th December 2021 at St John’s 
Donald Brian Harrison, died 16th November 2021, aged 87 years 
  
22nd December 2021 at St John’s 
John William Murrant, died 1st December 2021, aged 87 years 

As for the future…. 

 
O my Father, my God, I am in Your hand; 
and may I rejoice above all things in being so. 
Do with me what seems good in Your sight; 
only let me love you with all mind, soul and strength. 
 
By John Wesley 
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Don’t cover over your garden 
 
The TV presenter Monty Don has said that having pavement or tarmac 
on your property is one of the ‘worst contributions’ that homeowners 
can make to climate change. 
 
The Gardeners’ World presenter points out that hard surfaces prevent 
water from being absorbed into the ground, which is a growing problem 
because of increased flooding. 
 
Instead, Don urges people to consider having as many absorbent 

surfaces in their gardens as possible. Writing in the BBC Gardeners’ 

World Magazine, he explains: “We need for excess water to slowly work 

down into our underground aquifers and make its way gradually to our 

rivers and out to the sea.” 

 

Help your garden, help your planet 
 
The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) has launched a modern-day ‘Dig for 
Victory’ campaign to help tackle climate change. 
It is asking the UK’s 30 million gardeners to consider digging up their 
garden paving and instead to plant trees, grass and bee-friendly flora, to 
help nature survive. 
 
The RHS has calculated that if every gardener in the UK grew at least one 
medium-sized tree in their garden, then that would be the equivalent of 
storing the carbon produced from driving 11 million times around the 
planet. 
 
Further research from a YouGov survey has found that only 19 per cent 

of gardeners say that they have adopted sustainable gardening practices 
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The Baptism of Jesus 
 
(Mt 3:13-17; Mk1:9-11; Lk3:21-22; Jn1:31-34) 
 
He came to John 

In the Jordan 

That day, 

Jesus, 

Man that He was, 

Purer than the water that 
washed Him. 

In His Baptism 

Man before God, 

God before man. 

He came to Jesus 

In the Jordan 

That day 

Spirit, 

God that He is, 

Affirming son-ship, 

In a love 

That asks painful questions 

And answers with an empty tomb. 

 by Daphne Kitching 
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VOLUNTEERS STEP-UP FOR A CHALLENGE IN 
2022 
  
If the past two years have taught us anything it’s that we never know 
what’s around the corner.  The pandemic has affected everyone, but 
not equally. 
  
Classic phrases like “you’re on mute” have become the norm, but not 
for those without internet access.  Savings were to be had from lost holi-
days and outings, but not for those on the breadline. 
  
Many local residents start the New Year having lost jobs, income and 
sadly family members.  At these times, volunteers within local Citizens 
Advice have stepped-in to help; and they’re needed now, more than ev-
er. 
  
If you’d like to take on a challenge, make a difference to your communi-
ty and meet people, then volunteering with Citizens Advice Havant 
could be your New Year’s resolution. 
  
Volunteering opportunities are numerous and varied and include roles 
as assessors, advisers, customer service, research and social media whiz-
zes.  
  
What volunteers said: 
  
Ken has been volunteering for over four years, Ken said “The past couple 
of years has really proved the need for services such as Citizens Advice”. 
  
“The greatest reward is seeing the weight lift from someone’s shoulders 
as they start to share their problem.  The old adage, a problem shared… 
springs to mind.” said Ken. 
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Long-term volunteer Andy said, “I just really wanted to help people”. 
 
One volunteer benefits adviser has won sums of around £180,000 in back 
payments for clients at Tribunal in 2021. 
  
Fancy stepping up to the challenge?  
  
Drop-in at their informal volunteering event, anytime between 10 and 1 
on Tuesday 25 January 2022 on the 1st floor of the Meridian Centre Hav-
ant PO9 1UN 
  
Further details are on their website www.citizensadvicehavant.org 

Excerpt from ‘The Glory in the Grey’ 
 
Almighty God, Redeemer… 
Sunshine and storm, mist and greyness 
Eddy round our inner lives. 
But as we trace the pattern, looking back, 
We know that both darkness and light have 
been of thine ordaining, 
For our own soul’s health. 
Thy constant care in all, and everywhere, 
Is manifest. 
 
 
By George MacLeod, founder of the Iona Community 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.citizensadvicehavant.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5334696a59c541f2322208d9b0c63d6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637735187744752115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLC
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Summary of the discussions from the joint Christ Church Portsdown  

(CCP) and St John’s Purbrook (SJP) October 2021 PCC meeting   

 

• Church Hall floor (CCP) – PCC grant approved with CCP match 

funding, start date sought to commence sub floor works  

• Treasurer’s report (CCP) little change, October parish share paid, 

decision yet to be made on future payments 

• Treasurer’s report (SJP) Parish share up to date, work in progress 

to close accounts for coffee shop 

• Diocesan budget 2022 – key points discussed, including 3% in-

crease in clergy stipend and possible effect on future Parish share 

and concerns too much reliance on finance from parishes 

• Parish Restructure update  
• Deanery conference – discussion and feedback, some positive 

discussion with other cluster church members  
• Working with cluster of 6 parishes – churchwardens from cluster 

churches met, willingness to work together, action plan pro-
duced. Clergy also meeting together. 

• Merger of CCP and SJP Parishes – formal process restarted for 
one parish and two churches, separate from Deanery reorganisa-
tion 

• Sunday services/ Covid – Covid restrictions, no further easing, 

but under constant review; Sunday services, All Souls, Remem-

brance, Christmas and Christingle services were discussed, details 

in pew sheet; Christmas gifts collection to take place in both 

churches 

• Safeguarding – training being offered by Diocese 

• Next meetings  – SJP Thursday 18th November, CCP Wednesday 

24th November  

Vicky Stephen 
PCC Secretary 
Christ Church Portsdown 
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Free travel 
Living on earth may 
be expensive, but it 
includes an annual 
free trip around the 
sun. 

Lint 
Considering all the 
lint you get in your 
dryer, if you kept 
drying your clothes 
would they eventually 
just disappear? 

Chocolate 
 
When I look at 
chocolate, I hear 
two voices in my 
head.  
 
The first one 
says, ‘You need to 
eat the chocolate. 
 
The second one 
says, ‘You heard. 
Eat the 
chocolate.’ 
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