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Sunday 6th 4th before Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

O9:30 Morning Worship @ St John’s  

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church  

18:00 New Wine @ CoGS 
  

Sunday 13th 3rd before Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

09:30: Holy Communion @ St John’s 

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 20th 2nd  before Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

09:30 Shared Service Holy Communion @ St John’s 

11:00 No Service 
  

Sunday 27th First Sunday before Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St John’s 

11:00 Baptism of Albie White @ Christ Church 
  

Services  
Portsdown & Purbrook 



3 

Tue 01-Feb `14:15 Mothers’ Union Service CCP 

Wed 02-Feb 19:30 Christ Church Standing Committee via Zoom 

Thu 03-Feb 14:00 St John’s Finance & Standing Committee @Vicarage 

Wed 09-Feb 14:15 Christ Church Wives hosted by Norma Gibney 

Thu 10-Feb 18:00 Vestry Hour @Vicarage 

Sat 12-Feb 10:00 Coffee Morning St John’s Church Hall 

Tue 15-Feb 11:00 Funeral of Naomi McLean Christ Church 

Wed 16-Feb 19:30 Christ Church Standing Committee @Christ Church 

Wed 23-Feb 19:30 Shared PCC @Christ Church 

Thu 24-Feb 18:00 Vestry Hour @Vicarage 

Sat 26-Feb 10:00 Coffee Morning St John’s Church Hall 

Diary Dates for Christ Church & St John’s 

He Prayeth Well 
 He prayeth well, who loveth well 

Both man and bird and beast, 
He prayeth best, who loveth best 
All things both great and small; 
For the dear God who loveth us, 

He made and loveth all. 
  

By Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
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As we move into February, so we move into yet another 
phase of dealing with Covid. Over the last two years we 
have had a variety of instructions and guidelines from 
the government and from the Church of England. It has 

been my responsibility, in discussion with the PCCs, to decide how to 
respond to these in our churches. To be honest, it has not been easy – 
and that is still the case. 
  
If you were in any of our morning services on 16th January, you would 
have heard Matt preaching on 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 where Paul uses 
the image of the human body to remind us of our need for one 
another. Matt told us one of Aesop’s fables, sometimes known as ‘The 
Belly and the Members’, in which the feet and the hands complain 
because the stomach gets all the food. The rest of the body refuses to 
provide food to the stomach, only to discover that they themselves 
then get no nourishment. 
  
Emergency Covid measures, such as limited attendance, social 
distancing and the wearing of face coverings, are no longer 
compulsory in any setting. However the Church of England guidelines, 
drawing inspiration from Paul’s words, remind us that ‘within the 
Church we believe that everyone is known and loved individually by 
God and that as many members within one body we are called to be 
responsible to and for one another, respecting the more vulnerable 
whose suffering is our suffering.’ 
  
To continue to care for one another, whilst recognising that nothing is 
compulsory, I will continue to ask those who attend our services to 
wear face-coverings during February. We will continue to share the 
peace from a distance. We will continue to distribute communion by 
the president dipping the wafer in the wine before giving it to the 
communicant. I will look at gradually increasing the number of hymns 
and songs that we sing. 
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The good news is that we are able to recommence more activities. At St 
John’s we have already started a Saturday morning coffee morning twice 
each month, to which everyone is invited (see Diary Dates). At Christ 
Church, with the church hall returning to use, we will recommence 
Neighbourhood Lunches very soon. In March, we will be starting a Lent 
Course (meeting all together) and will be looking at running small groups 
after Easter. 
  
We have been through a difficult time, and it is not over, but with the Lord, 
there is always much to look forward to. 
  
Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s great 
love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:21-23) 

 

Andy 

 

Revd Andy Wilson 

Vicar, Christ Church Portsdown 

Priest-in-Charge, St John the Baptist Purbrook 

  

The Vicarage, 9 Marrels Wood Gardens, Purbrook, Waterlooville, PO7 5RS 
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From the Editor 

As we are now delivering (thank you to all those faithful 

people who have once more stepped up to undertake this) 

I do hope that you enjoy reading the magazine once again in your own 

homes.  Apologies for the on-line versions disappearance, this is 

hopefully temporary due to problems with the diocese website.  

 

Since I last wrote I have added another web cam, this time in the hall so 

that we can track our 2 cats movements.  As I write this they are in the 

garage, one on each chair, they are recovering from their first visit to our 

vet for their annual vaccination and check up.  It was quite a military 

operation to catch them, put them into the carriers and transport them 

to the vets.  Jack doesn't travel too well but we managed and they still 

come into the house when all is quiet.  Prayer can be about all sorts of 

things and lots of prayers were said before, during and after the event.  I 

ask myself  ‘why am I so amazed when they are answered?’  I watch the 

sparrows in the garden and am reminded of the saying in the bible 

Matthew 6 v 25-32  ’look at the birds in the air they do not sow or reap or 

store away in barns; and yet your heavenly father feeds them. Are you 

not more valuable than they‘. Mahalia Jackson sang a song which was 

based on the text - ‘I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, His 

eye is on the sparrow and I know He watches over me’. 

 

Ruth Fowler 
contributions would be welcome by the middle of 
the month In my pigeon hole at Christ Church  
or email 
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
Ps  If you send me an article for the magazine I will always acknowledge 
it, so if you don’t hear from me it means it has probably gone into 
cyberspace! 

Victor 
Jack 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (22) 

Amazing Grace 

Motherless at six and sent to sea on his eleventh birthday, John Newton 
soon became a teenage rebel. He was pressganged into the navy, flogged 
for desertion, and later became involved in the slave - trade. 

        Born in March 1748, aged twenty – three, he was on board a cargo 
ship in a violent storm. Worn out with pumping and almost frozen, he 
called out for God’s mercy, and was amazed to be saved from almost 
certain death. 

        Newton’s life had many twists and turns. Eventually he renounced 
his involvement with slave – trading and, at thirty – nine, became a 
minister in the church. 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

John Newton (1725 – 1807) 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

Dave Fowler 
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Mission of the Month CMS -Church Mission Society 

A new year brings the opportunity to set new priorities. Many of us have 
done this for years, while others have given up all together. 
This year, more than setting some goals, I encourage us to dream again. 
The last two years have been brutal. We entered into survival mode. 
Simply getting through another day. 
But in recent weeks I have been reminded that God is the restorer of 
broken dreams, and reflecting on an easily overlooked story in Genesis 
26. Isaac is restoring the ancient wells: a process I imagine is full of 
emotions, accessing again the wells his father dug, the source of life in 
the area. 

Dormant dreams 
Some wells had been there for years and needed uncovering: What 
dreams have been laying dormant and need to be uncovered in your 
life? 
What does it look like to step back into these dreams? The first step 
might be to share one of the forgotten dreams with someone you trust. 

What to leave behind 
Isaac’s slaves dug a few wells that caused quarrelling and enmity; they 
then moved on: What have we been a part of, that we need to move on 
from? 
I’m sure these wells were dug with really good intentions. Yet they 
caused issues for Isaac and his estate, so they moved on. Maybe the 
thing you were involved with served a good purpose, but it’s a new 
season and therefore time to set it aside. 

Future promise 
The story also speaks of God’s promise that he is making a way for the 
Israelites and that they will be fruitful; and of a fulfilled promise after 
Isaac encounters God. What promise are you holding on to? 
Sometimes holding on to promises can be hard. Reminding each other of 
ways we have seen God at work can help boost our faith. How have you 
seen God move in your life and work things out for good for you? 
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THE RUSTY CUTTERS starting again in March 

Can you wield a strimmer? The volunteer workforce who care 

for the churchyard at Christ Church are looking for more help. 

Speak to Peter Clark or Revd Andy for details. 

Remember and share 
Isaac built an altar and dug a well. How can you mark and share with 
others what God has done for you and your community? 
At CMS, I work with people exploring a call to mission. If one of your 
unfulfilled dreams has been to serve God overseas, I’d love to talk with 
you. 
It might be that you served God in an overseas context and have 
testimonies from that time. Who needs to hear that testimony today? 
Who can you encourage by sharing God’s story in your life? 

Pray 
Pray for God to help us to uncover and refresh dreams for his Kingdom 
as we enter the New Year and as we come out of survival mode. 

By Susann Haehnel, vocational recruitment manager at Church 
Mission Society 

Our CMS rep is Jacqui Wilson 
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Christ church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer to Christ 

Church that if any parishioner takes out a home insurance cover with 

them before 31st December 2021 they will donate £130. to our 

church.  To view this offer go to their website  

They have yet again extended it for another year.31st Dec 2022 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help Christ Church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials online this will be a 

good time to select Smile. 

Income to date £102.63 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details:  

For Christ Church:  

Parish: Portsdown Christ Church: Diocese: Portsmouth: PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

For St John’s:  

Parish: Purbrook St John the Baptist,  Diocese: Portsmouth,   PGS Parish  

Code: 290629070 

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving  

To give direct to St John's  

please speak to the Vicar or Church Warden 



12 

Anna 
(Luke 2:36-38) 

 
All those years in the temple, 

In waiting widowhood. 
All those years 

Worshipping, wondering, 
What had it all been about? 

Seven years of marriage 
Then this lifetime alone, 

And yet 
There was this sense of purpose, 

Of Spirit-significance 
Impending, 

Then there he was, 
The child. 

And Simeon sang 
Of salvation and sorrow, 

Of rising and falling, 
Of light and loss, 

Of revelation and piercing. 
I gazed at the child, 

Glimpsed the glory of God 
And gave thanks 

For the years. 
 

By Daphne Kitching  
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God’s Valentine 
 

For God so loved the world He sent His Son 
There was no other way to let us know, 

So Jesus came to us from heaven’s realm 
To bring God’s love to all of us below. 

  
He took on flesh, became like one of us, 

Taught and healed and loved wherever He went 
Showing the Father’s love for all to see 
He truly was a gift from heaven sent. 

  
The Bible is God’s precious Word of Life 

A living breathing word like no other, 
It is a heavenly letter of love to us 

Sent ‘From your God the Everlasting Father’. 
  

By Megan Carter 
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St Peter’s, Racton 
West Sussex 
 
By Kim & Dave Clayton 
 
A real little gem this one, right 
by the side of the road from 
Emsworth to West Marden. The 
church existed in 1142 when it 
was given to Lewes Priory.  
 
Today it belongs to the Dean and Chapter of Chichester. 
The church consists of a chancel, nave and bell cote with a south porch. It is             
constructed of flint rubble and is partly plastered with ashlar dressing. The 
nave is the oldest part of the church dating to the 12th century, while the 
chancel was added in the 13th century. The porch is modern, probably added 
during one of the Victorian restorations. 

The east window was opened and the whole west wall was rebuilt in the 14th        
century. The present east window has five trefoil headed lights and transoms. 
The stained glass is fairly modern, though could be a rework of the original 
14th century window. The trussed rafter roof is ancient and resembles a 
baronial hall, complete with a carved coat of arms. A very splendid affair for 
such a small church. 

There are a number of tombs and memorials in the church for various 
generations of the Gunter family. The Gunter’s were linked with Racton for 
several centuries and the ruins of Racton Manor can still be found. It was 
Colonel George Gunter who helped Charles II to escape from Brighton to 
Normandy after his defeat at the Battle of Worcester. It is believed the King 
stayed in the nearest thatched cottage outside and to right of the church 
porch. 

Nearby is the Victoria Inn at West Marden, a refreshing stop with a 
welcoming log fire! 
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

We are delighted to announce services resumed.  We are here 
to help, so do call us on 07842 367490. 

 We are always looking for new volunteers, so if you feel you 
could give some time to supporting those in our community, 
then do get in touch. 

 Good Neighbours Team 

Christ Church Wives  

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 9th February  

42c Stakes Road Purbrook 

For  ‘Tea and chat, 

We meet from 2.15pm to 4pm 

Everyone welcome 

Norma Gibney 

Mother’s’  
  
Tuesday February 1st 14.15  Church service followed by our 
A.G.M. and tea in the small hall. 

 
 Tuesday March 1st 14.15 All things Welsh for St. David’s Day. 
 
Ros Molloy
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For the Record 

Baptisms 
Sunday 30th January at Christ Church 
Effie Poppy OLWAY 

Weddings 
Saturday 8th January 2022 at Christ Church 
Jordan Gregory MERRICK and Dannika Cheryl-Jane 
MOORE 

Funerals 
Friday 7th January at Portchester Crematorium 
Vernon Courtney PETHERICK, died 10th December 2021, aged 92 years 
  
Tuesday 18th January at St John’s 
Bridget Mary ROBERTS, died 17th December 2021, aged 81 years 
  
Thursday 27th January at St John’s 
Jennifer Irene CORMACK, died 19th December 2021, aged 39 years 

Dear Lord God, 
February can be a difficult, cold month, and this year there is much to be 
concerned about, with the pandemic still affecting our lives in so many 
ways. But thank you, Lord, that February can also be a month of wonderful 
signs of hope.  Help us, when we look down, to see the snowdrops – some-
times known as Candlemas Bells – and other bulbs pushing through the 
dark earth, showing the promise of Spring and brighter days ahead. 
And then, help us to look up, to see the light of Jesus, Your revelation to all 
the world, in that baby who grew and died and rose again to offer salvation, 
hope and life to all who put their trust in Him. 
Thank you, Father, for Jesus and that, because of Him, nothing – no pan-
demic, no circumstance – can ever separate us from You. 
Thank you for Your Holy Spirit, living in all who trust in You, giving us 
strength for each new day of this and every month. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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The Christian faith of Denzel Washington 

The American actor Denzel Washington, 66, mentioned his Christian faith 

in a recent interview with the New York Times. 

Washington described himself as God-fearing and warned against the 

dangers of the digital age. He said: “The Bible says in the last days … we’ll 

be lovers of ourselves. The No. 1 photograph today is a selfie, ‘Oh, me at 

the protest.’ ‘Follow me.’ ‘Listen to me.’…We’re living in a time where 

people are willing to do anything to get followed.” 

NYT Journalist Maureen Dowd said that during the interview, Washington 

encouraged her to read the Bible. He said: “You have to fill up that bucket 

every morning. It’s rough out there.” He went on: “If you don’t have a 

spiritual anchor you’ll be easily blown by the wind and you’ll be led to 

depression.” 

Speaking recently at The Better Man Event conference in Florida, 

Washington said: “I hope that the words in my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart are pleasing in God’s sight, but I’m human. I’m just like you… 

If you want to talk to someone, talk to the One that can do something 

about it.” 

Washington also said that before his 97-year-old mother died last year, he 

promised her he would “attempt to honour her and God by living the rest 

of my days in a way that would make her proud.” 

Washington has been married to Paulette Pearson for 38 years. With 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu officiating, he and his wife renewed their 

wedding vows in 1995 in South Africa. 
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 60 years since we first orbited Earth 

It was 60 years ago, on 20th February 1962, that John Glenn became the 

first American astronaut to orbit the Earth. He made three orbits in the 

space capsule Friendship 7, which he named himself. 

The three circles of the globe – which lasted just under five hours – made 

the Presbyterian Christian a hero and a household name – but he was 

not the first man in space. He was preceded by two Russians, Yuri Gaga-

rin and Gherman Titov, in April and August 1961. 

The American launch was postponed four times because of mechanical 

issues and uncertain weather, and the flight was not without its frighten-

ing moments. An apparent problem with the heat shield necessitated a 

change in plans during the flight, but this turned out to be a relatively 

insignificant sensor problem. 

Glenn was one of the first US astronauts – the Mercury Seven – who 

were immortalised in Thomas Wolfe’s 1979 book, The Right Stuff, which 

became a film and more recently a TV series. 

Glenn, who represented Ohio as a Democratic senator for 25 years from 

1974, returned to space in 1998 aboard the space shuttle Discovery, 

making him the oldest person to fly in space. That mission’s main aim 

was to study the effects of space flight on older people. He died in 2016, 

aged 95. 

Glenn said that seeing the Earth from orbit stirred in him a tremendous 

sense of wonder that strengthened his faith, adding: “To look out at this 

kind of creation out here and not believe in God is to me impossible.” 
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Report on the search for a new minister 
From a church council:  We are still looking for a suitable candidate, and 
sadly the Bible doesn’t provide any role models whom we would really 
want in our church. For example: 
Adam: Good man but had problems with his wife. Also, we hear that he 
and his wife enjoyed walking nude in the woods. 
Noah: Former pastorate of 120 years, yet with no converts. Also, prone 
to unrealistic building projects. 
Abraham: Twice offered to share his own wife with another man. 
Joseph: Obsessed with the meaning of dreams, plus he had a prison rec-
ord. 
Moses: Modest, but a poor communicator, and even stuttered at times. 
Moreover, he had a temper, and there were rumours he left an earlier 
church over a murder charge. 
David: Very promising leader, except that he wrote poetry, and then 
had an affair with his neighbour’s wife. 
Solomon: We suspect he was a bit of a wise guy, and anyway our par-
sonage would never hold all those wives. 
Elijah: Prone to depression, and he set things on fire. 
Deborah: Played the tambourine, so not at all suitable for us. 
Jeremiah: An alarmist, always lamenting things. Plus, he buried his un-
derwear outside. 
Isaiah: Claimed to have seen angels flying in the church. 
Jonah: Says God had him swallowed up by a great fish, and that later it 
spit him out on the shore near here because he was called to ministry. 
We hung up. 
John: Said he was a Baptist, but he doesn’t dress like any Baptists we 
know. Has slept outside, eats a weird diet, and provokes denominational 
leaders. 
Peter: Too blue collar, and too impetuous. Had also been known to 
curse. 
Paul: Powerful message, and people responded to him, but he had been 
known to preach all night. That would never do for us. 
Judas: Seems to have been a steady plodder, with excellent connec-
tions. Knew how to handle money. We’re inviting someone like him to 
preach this Sunday. Possibilities here. 
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Summary of the discussions from Christ Church Portsdown PCC 
meeting on 24th November 2021 
  

• Church Hall floor – PCC grant received, Veolia decision expected 
December; anticipated completion of sub floor by Christmas, main 
floor by end of February. 

• Diocesan budget 2022 – increase in parish share, Diocesan budget 
deficit to be covered by Diocesan resources; 

• Parish Restructure update – holding time adopted pending arrival 
of new Bishop; cluster churches already working together informal-
ly at clergy and churchwarden levels. 

• Sunday services/ Covid – Covid restrictions, no further easing, but 
under constant review; Sunday services, Advent and Christmas to 
continue as planned, details in pew sheet; Christingle planned with 
changes to meet health and safety requirements.  Charity gifts to 
church by 12th December. 

• Social events – Tear fund quiz, great success, with donations made 
by participants; Advent event, update on planning and progress, 
more volunteers needed. 

• Treasurer’s report – little change, parish share deficit caused partly 
by lack of hall income and cost of hall floor; approximately 3% in-
crease in parish share for 2022 

• Children and Families – following meeting with families, planning 
was taking place to produce a rota for each month, some in church, 
with focus on children and their families/carers taking part where 
possible. 

• Next meeting – Thursday 16th December at 7pm at Christ Church, 
joint meeting with St John’s which they will host. 

Vicky Stephen 
PCC Secretary 

Christ Church Portsdown 
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Those who want to get married
A minister was preparing to marry a local couple within a 
couple of weeks. At the close of the morning service, he 
saw them both in the congregation, and wanted to ask 
them to come forward, but he couldn’t think of their 
names. So he said: “Will those wanting to get married 
please come to the front?” 
Immediately, nine single ladies, six single men, three wid-

ows, and four widowers walked up the aisle. 
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