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Wednesday.2nd Ash Wednesday Communion & Ashing 

  

Sunday 6th 1st Sunday of Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

O9:30 Breakfast Church @ St John’s  

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church  

18:00 New Wine @ CoGS 
  

Sunday 13th 2nd Sunday of Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

09:30: Holy Communion @ St John’s 

11:00 Baptism @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 20th 3rd Sunday of Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion 2 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St John’s  

11:00 Holy Communion @ Christ Church 

18:00 Refuel @ Christ Church 
  

Sunday 27th Mothering Sunday 

08:00 Holy Communion 1 @ Christ Church 

09:30 Holy Communion @ St John’s 

11:00 Morning Worship @ Christ Church 
  

Services  
Christ Church & St John’s  
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Tue 01-Mar 14:15 Mothers Union in CC small hall 

Thu 03-Mar 14:00 St John’s Finance & Standing Committee 

Fri 04-Mar 14:00 World Day of Prayer at Waterlooville Baptist Church 

Tue 08-Mar 14:00 Lent Course 1 CC Hall /19:00 Lent Course 1 CC Hall 

Wed 09-Mar 14:15 Christ Church Wives  Contact Norma Gibney 

Wed 09-Mar 19:30 Christ Church Standing Committee CC Hall 

Thu 10-Mar 18:00 Vestry Hour Vicarage 

Thu 10-Mar 19:15 St John’s PCC  SJP Church Hall 

Sat 12-Mar 09:00 Who Let The Dads Out? CC Hall 

Sat 12-Mar 10:00 Coffee Morning @ St Johns Church Hall 

Tue 15-Mar 14:00 Lent Course 2 CC Hall/19:00 Lent Course 2 CC Hall 

Thu 17-Mar 19:30 Deanery Synod 

Fri 18-Mar 12:30 Good Neighbours Community Lunch CC Hall 

Sat 19-Mar 12:00 Lent Lunch CC Hall 

Tue 22-Mar 14:00 Lent  Course 3 CC Hall/19:00 Lent Course 3 CC Hall 

Wed 23-Mar 19:30 Christ Church PCC CC Hall 

Thu 24-Mar 18:00 Vestry Hour Vicarage 

Sat 26-Mar 10:00 Coffee Morning St John’s Church Hall 

Tue 29-Mar 14:00 Lent Course 4 CC Hall/19:00 Lent Course 4 CC Hall 

Diary Dates for Christ Church & St Johns 
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From our Curate Matt 
 
As we come into March, we find ourselves 
once again in the season of Lent. Focused as 
it is on introspection, self-examination, 
penitence, self-denial, study, and a 
preparation for Holy week, Lent remains the 
time in the Christian calendar that is 
perhaps the least effected by 

commercialisation, but is perhaps it’s opposite. It reminds us of 
course, of the journey taken by Jesus through the wilderness, before 
commencing his public ministry. Likewise, it too becomes for us 
something of a journey. Pope Benedict wrote how ‘Lent stimulates us 
to let the Word of God penetrate our life and in this way to know the 
fundamental truth, who we are, where we come from, where we must 
go, what path we must take’. It is then, a time of preparation and 
discovery as we approach the darkness and the light of Easter, and a 
continuation of a life long journey towards the divine. To help to equip 
us for that journey, our Lent course this year focuses on the essential 
elements needed along the way. Through the five weeks, we will need 
a Compass – to find direction, Nourishment – To sustain us along the 
way, Light –  To Gain Wisdom, Shelter – To find security, and Water – 
To Enjoy refreshment. 
  
The journey is of course a journey of purpose, for Jesus it marked the 
start of his public ministry, of a time in which these questions of 
fundamental truth, of who we are, where we come from, where we 
must go, what path we must take, were both being asked, answers 
were given, and the path started to be made known. Rather than a 
time of restriction, of giving things up, Lent is perhaps better spent as 
a time of immersing ourselves in the source of these answers, of 
allowing the Word of God penetrate our lives, of finding afresh the 
path being made known to us, and to equip us, both individually and 
collectively for what is to come, for Easter and beyond. 
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For us, especially this year, it marks the start of something new and 
perhaps a little uncertain too. What will the next year hold for us as a 
community of disciples as we continue to walk the path of Christ, 
particularly as we continue to emerge from lockdown and restrictions, as 
we find ourselves changed along the journey and shaped, formed and 
equipped through lent for what is to come. It has been a time of 
darkness, of loss and of grief, but behold the light that approaches, the 
resurrection that is to come, the love of God that is made known, and the 
new life that is ours in Christ Jesus. 
  
I’ll end with these words from Mother Teresa, ‘As Lent is the time for 
greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst. Repent and believe, Jesus tells us. 
What are we to repent? Our indifference, our hardness of heart. What 
are we to believe? Jesus thirsts even now, in your heart and in the poor. 
He knows your weakness. He wants only your love, wants only the chance 
to love you. 
 
Matt 
 
Revd Matt Grove 
 
Curate at Christ Church Portsdown 
And St John’s Purbrook 
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From the Editor 

We have a very full magazine this month which is great.  I 
have really enjoyed producing it.  Thank you to every one 
who contributed to it.  Not much of the ‘Parish Pump’ 

more of YOUR magazine! 
 
As we go through the journey of Lent, looking forward to the 
remembrance and celebration of Easter in our church calendar, life is 
returning to near normal here but please pray for the situation that is 
unfolding in the Ukraine.   
 
Some of you will remember the start of the 2nd World War and how it 
seemed to be so distant to this country at first.  But people were still 
suffering in other countries, losing their homes and even their lives. 
 
Now it is happening to another country, there is not much we as 
individuals can do so far away, but we can still pray .  Prayer can still 
make us feel as if we  can do something useful and although our God is 
right there with those people He still needs us to voice our care and 
concern and above all our love for them. 
  
Ruth Fowler 
 
As I am now printing again any contributions would be welcome by the 
middle of the month In my pigeon hole at Christ Church  
or email 
magazine@christchurchportsdown.org 
Ps  If you send me an article for the magazine I will always acknowledge 
it, so if you don’t hear from me it means it has probably gone into 
cyberspace! 

Victor 

Jack 
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FAMOUS HYMNS AND THEIR STORIES (23) 

Jesus loves me 

In October 1949 Chairman Mao Tse Tung declared the establishment of 
the People’s Republic of China. Soon mainland China was closed to 
Christians outside. 

The church in China went through a very hard time. But in a message 
received in in 1972, there was a a sentence which read ‘this I know 
people are well.’ 

To the authorities the words did not make sense. But friends outside the 
bamboo curtain knew immediately that their fellow believers were in 
good heart. 

Jesus loves me, this I know 

For the Bible tells me so 

Little ones to him belong, 

They are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me…. 

The Bible tells me so. 

Anna Warner (1820 – 1915) 

 

Taken from the Lion book ‘Famous hymns and their stories’ 

Compiled by Christopher Idle 

 

Dave Fowler 
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Mission of the Month—Tearfund 

We are so grateful that both St John’s and Christ Church are able to 
support Tearfund through an annual parish gift. 

Below is a good news story of how some of our money is used. 

Burundi is a landlocked country in central Africa where 52% of children 
under 5 are malnourished.  Apart from the daily misery that brings to 
them and their parents, it leads to poor development and under 
achievement, and of course early death for some. 

Climate change, which leads to soil degradation and lower yields, only 
makes matters worse, keeping people locked in a cycle of desperate 
poverty. 

Eularie is one Mum who was widowed when her youngest child was one. 
She had farmed the family’s plot while her husband worked as a 
carpenter, but after his death she did not have enough to feed her 
children and they were reduced to one meal a day, inevitably the baby 
fell sick.  Tearfund’s partner, the Diocese of Matana, has started a 
programme of extra feeding using a locally sourced porridge, made to  
include groundnut oil, rich in vitamin A. 

It also provides advice and guidance on what plants are appropriate to 
cultivate in a changing climate and how to improve variety in diet 
ensuring a better proportion of vitamins and protein. 

Importantly it has also supported the development of self- help savings 
and loan schemes, where local people come together (usually in groups 
of 20 – 25, which are small enough to manage) so that folk can save very 
small amounts of money, and this can enable the provision of small loans 
to assist in purchase of items needed to ‘grow’ a business.  Eularie was 
able to purchase some livestock which gives her a cash income and 
allows her to send her children to school which in turn will contribute to 
a much better future for them. 
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In total 597 churches have been supported in Burundi to start pro-
grammes like this and 15 feeding centres have cared for 9000 children 
providing locally sourced enriched porridge.   Of course, there are many 
thousands who are still to be helped but the success of this programme 
encourages other churches to join in and increase its effectiveness. 

Please join us in regularly praying for Tearfund – there is an accessible 
website:  www.tearfund.org   where there is always updated infor-
mation. 

Elizabeth and Simon Mitchell 

Don’t Forget 

Clocks go forward 1 hour on 27th  

March at 1am! 

 

http://www.tearfund.org
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Ecclesiastical 130 

Christ church is insured with an insurance company called 

Ecclesiastical. 

To celebrate their 130 years, they have extended their offer to Christ 

Church that if any parishioner takes out a home insurance cover with 

them before 31st December 2021 they will donate £130. to our 

church.  To view this offer go to their website  

They have yet again extended it for another year.31st Dec 2022 

Www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or call 0800 783 0130 and quote 

TRUST 130 

Amazon Smile 

Another way to help Christ Church financially is to donate via shopping on 

Amazon Smile. Amazon donate a  percentage to a charity of your choice. 

Simply go to Amazon Smile and choose  

The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Christ Church 

Portsdown  

As your chosen charity, after that whenever you shop on Amazon Smile it 

will automatically select Christ Church as your charity 

Editor: if you are anything like me, ordering essentials 

online this will be a good time to select Smile. 

Income to date £92.68 
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Church Giving 

GIVING Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from 

cancelled hall bookings and the lack of collections at services. If you 

usually give in the plate (cash or envelopes), please do consider switching 

to Direct Debit or online payment.   

The best way to do this is via the Parish Giving Scheme, which can now be 

done online or by telephone  

You can register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk  

or by calling 0333 002 1271  

To register you will need the following details:  

For Christ Church:  

Parish: Portsdown Christ Church: Diocese: Portsmouth: PGS Parish Code: 

290629068  

For St John’s:  

Parish: Purbrook St John the Baptist,  Diocese: Portsmouth,   PGS Parish  

Code: 290629070 

You will also need your own bank details.  

If you prefer to give direct to Christ Church (either by Standing Order as a 

one-off payment) then see details at christchurchportsdown.org/more/

giving  

To give direct to St John's  

please speak to the Vicar or Church Warden 
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Mother’s Way 

(Luke 2:19,51) 

You treasure those things, 

Keep them safe in your heart, 

Where did the years go? 

Everything still so fresh… 

The birth, those moments alone, 

Your first looking 

Into each other’s love. 

And the visitors 

With their wonder and wisdom, 

With their gifts and their gazing, 

Everything still so fresh… 

Then the growing years, 

Baby into boy, 

Into man, 

Into joys and sorrows, 

Into life away from your helping, 

Yet you alone hold His history in your head. 

You treasure those things, 

Keep them safe in your heart, 

Of course you do… 

You are his mother. 

 By Daphne Kitching  
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 Nigel Beeton writes:  “People are saying things like ‘we’ve lost two years’, 
but I don’t agree. It’s been a very bad time, and for those who’ve lost loved 
ones, a nightmare. But for those of us who have come through, we’ve had 
a glimpse of what generations before have come through. And, as the 
seasons turn, perhaps now at last we can look forward to warmth and 
summer again?” 

The Vernal Equinox 
In the season of the Spring 

The day is equal to the night; 
Summer’s song we soon shall sing! 
Evenings filled with summer light! 

Winter’s cares seem long ago 
Mornings spiked by bitter frost 

But we shall bask in summer glow 
For the seasons have now crossed. 
Thank you, Lord God, for the Spring 

And for all the seasons, too, 
Of life’s rhythms we shall sing 

Giving all the praise to You. 
By Nigel Beeton 

Grace of Love 
The God of life to encompass thee, 
Loving Christ encompass lovingly, 
The Holy Ghost encompasser be 

Cherishing, aid, enfolding to send 
To defend. 

The Three be about thy head to stand, 
And the Three be about thy breast, 
The Three about thy body at hand 

For each day, for each night of rest, 
The Trinity compassing strong 

Thy life long. 
From Poems of the Western Highlanders 
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MODERN MANNA AND QUAILS PERHAPS! 

The year got off to an incredible start where the food bank is 

concerned and it’s all down to you! Your generosity to the needs of 

others never fails to delight me as I see our Heavenly Father at work in 

our church community. Our recent trip to the food bank was our most 

satisfying so far, 6 well filled, heavy carrier bags with a wide variety of 

foodstuffs which fortunately for us we didn’t have to carry them far.  

As I have mentioned before the supermarkets are very generous but 

Tesco goes the extra mile. I occasionally ask to buy several carrier bags, 

usually 10, and ask the cashier not to open them out. I explain that we 

want them for the food bank we supply from Christ Church. Several 

cashiers just grab a handful of bags and pass them over, no specified 

number but more than 10 and when I check our receipt have not been 

charged for them.  

Our God is great. Chatting to the foodbank volunteers and watching 

them sort out the various items of food into categories we were 

amazed at the wide range of food they process and the sensitive ways 

they cater to those they supply. A case in point, young single people 

with no access to a kitchen apart from a microwave and kettle, these 

people get provided with meals that these items can help prepare such 

as pot noodles. Not something that I have ever eaten but these sorts of 

foods at least ensure they get something hot and filling inside of them.  

The volunteers work to a formula, the needs of single people of 

whatever age, couples no children, then various families of ascending 

numbers and it works remarkably well.  
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As well as the staple items that we as a church donate the food bank has 

asked if we can also provide bottles of squash, no specified flavour, 

packets of rice, packets of mashed potatoes and various tinned desserts 

such as rice pudding. Ruth has printed an updated list of the things the 

food bank needs and you’ll find it with the bins at the back of the church. 

 Now I know Christmas has just gone but Easter looms on the horizon and 

so could I appeal to your generosity in donating Easter eggs? Lidl are 

doing eggs for under a £1 and you can find low priced eggs in Tesco as I 

am sure you can in other supermarkets. Last date for Easter is the Friday 

before Good Friday, so Sunday the 3rd of April is the last date for Easter, 

we will deliver on Monday the 4th. 

 Bless you all.     Dave Fowler 

LENT LUNCHES 
 Saturday March 19th.  12.00 - 13.00 in the hall. Proceeds to TEAR  FUND. 
  
Saturday April 2nd.      12.00 - 13.00 in the hall. Proceeds to 
A.F.I.A.  Mothers’ Union  ‘Away From It All ‘ holiday project. 
  
Please come and enjoy the company of friends over a bowl 
of home made soup, roll, cheese and tea or coffee. 
Mothers’ Union cards will be for sale including Easter cards. 
Ros Molloy 
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

We are delighted to announce services resumed.  We are here to help, 
so do call us on 07842 367490. 

 We are always looking for new volunteers, so if you feel you could give 
some time to supporting those in our community, then do get in touch. 

 Good Neighbours Team 

Christ Church Wives  

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 9th March at 42c Stakes Road 

Purbrook. 

For  ‘Tea and chat, 

Every one welcome 

Norma Gibney 

Mothers’  
  
March 1st. St. David’s Day. Please bring anything Welsh.  Pat is 
making Welsh cakes to have with our tea. 

 April 5th. Dee Humphris will tell us about her London Marathon 
experience. 
 
Ros Molloy
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For the Record 

Baptisms 

27th February 2022 at Christ Church: 
Albie John WHITE, aged 1 year 

Weddings 

None 

Funerals 

15th February 2022 at Christ Church: 
Naomi Ann McLean, died 23rd December 2021, aged 11 years 
  
17th February 2022 at Havant Cemetery: 
Pamela Wynne Tunaley, died 10th January 2022, aged 81 years 

2022 LENT COURSE: LENTWISE 
Five sessions exploring spiritual essentials for the journey of faith, using 
passages from John’s Gospel. Led by Revd Andy & Revd Matt, open to all. 
  
Session 1 (8th March): Finding direction 
Session 2 (15th March): Keeping going 
Session 3 (22nd March): Gaining wisdom 
Session 4 (29th March): Finding security 
Session 5 (5th April): Enjoying refreshment 
  
Each session will be run at 2.00pm and repeated at 7.00pm, lasting up to 

90 minutes. There is an accompanying booklet available. Please contact 

Revd Andy for further details. 
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FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL 
 

 Sabbaticals and Jubilees 
 The Israelites had instructions for each week (Leviticus Chap.25) to 

observe the seventh day as a ‘day of rest’, the SABBATH. Every seventh 
year was a time for restoration. After 7 x 7 years, plus one, the fiftieth 
year was a time of celebration – a JUBILEE. During those seventh 
(sabbatical) years, farmers allowed their fields to lie fallow; people were 
encouraged to free slaves,  cancel debts and give back property so that 
everyone  could freely participate in joyful celebration. 
  
Nowadays when academics or pastors need a time of study, rest or 
research it is known as a sabbatical. But In Luke Chapter 4 Jesus quotes 
Isaiah Chapter 61 to remind us that HE is the one who can bring about 
such times of "relief to the poor". 
 In 1969, after 7 years as CMS members working in Uganda we came to 
Portsmouth. My husband had his job at the College of Education. Our 
children had a new school: the five-year-old said "the playground is like 
a road and the "toylits" are outside.” The seven-year-old was put in the 
B stream "because children from abroad are behind." He was made 
painting monitor despite having a colour deficiency! In addition as they 
were both "metric" they had to learn Imperial measures, as well as a 
new national anthem.      I was alone in a council flat, waiting for our 
freight to arrive, and for our house purchase to be completed. "You 
must be so glad to be home!" It was a fallow time. 
  
However St. Jude’s clergy (Don Churchman, Peter Stevens & Henry 
Ames) suggested we join Christ Church. We became neighbours of 
Margaret and Len Herrington, with choir member Norma Chislett over 
the road. With his CMS connections Rev Vernon Herbert was very 
welcoming. Peter Collins was Curate, living at 159 The Dale. Joining in 
the Home Group of Phyllis and Alec Price (before he was Curate) was a 
great blessing. Gradually "fallowness" ended and, like St Paul (Phil 4 v 
12) we had some contentment. 
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It seems to me that it is no accident that COVID/Lockdown/mask-wearing 
restrictions have been times of fallowness. Now, as we meet with the 
changes that are gradually coming, "a Queen's Jubilee Year" could be 
more than a celebration. For Christians it can be a time of restoration, 
reflection, rethinking priorities and responsibilities. Most of all it is a time 
of great thankfulness. 

Cynthia Whittle 

 

World Day of Prayer 

This years service will take place at Waterlooville Baptist Church on 

Friday 4th March at 2pm. 

The theme is ‘I Know the Plans I Have for You’, prepared by the women 

of England, Wales and Northern Ireland 

As we participate in the service we will be part of a wave of prayer, as 

the sun rises over Samoa, and ending some 36 hours later back in the 

Pacific as the sun sets. Over 120  countries and islands around the world. 

Please come and join us.  All are welcome Men. Women and  Children; 

and join us for Tea and Biscuits after the service, 

Norma Gibney 

 



20 

1st March St David’s Day, time for daffodils 
1st March is St David’s Day, and it’s time for the Welsh to wear daffodils or 
leeks. Shakespeare called this custom ‘an honourable tradition begun upon 
an honourable request’ – but nobody knows the reason. Why should any-
one have ever ‘requested’ that the Welsh wear leeks or daffodils to honour 
their patron saint? It’s a mystery! 
We do know that David – or Dafydd – of Pembrokeshire was a monk and 
bishop of the 6th century. In the 12th century he was made patron of 
Wales, and he has the honour of being the only Welsh saint to be canon-
ised and culted in the Western Church. Tradition has it that he was austere 
with himself, and generous with others – living on water and vegetables 
(leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting himself to works of mercy. He was much 
loved. 
 
1st March –SHROVE TUESDAY,  Pancake Day 
Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just before Lent?  The tradition dates 
back to Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians spent Lent in repentance and 
severe fasting.  So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church bell 
would summon them to confession, where they would be ‘shriven’, or ab-
solved from their sins, which gives us Shrove Tuesday.   At home, they 
would then eat up their last eggs and fat, and making a pancake was the 
easiest way to do this. For the next 47 days, they pretty well starved them-
selves. 
Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and today’s pan-
cake races are in remembrance of a panicked woman back in 1445 in 
Olney, Buckinghamshire.  She was making pancakes when she heard the 
shriving bell calling her to confession.  Afraid she’d be late, she ran to the 
church in a panic, still in her apron, and still holding the pan. 
Flipping pancakes is also centuries old.  A poem from Pasquil’s Palin in 
1619 runs: “And every man and maide doe take their turne, And tosse their 
Pancakes up for feare they burne.” 
Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes can be used to 
highlight four significant things about this time of year: eggs stand for crea-
tion, flour is the staff of life,  while salt keeps things wholesome, and milk 
stands for purity. 
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Why God made mums according to some 7 year olds 
1. She’s the only one who knows all the passwords we use online. 
2. Mostly to clean the house, I think. 
3. To help us out of there when we were getting born. 
.What ingredients are mothers made of? 
1. God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and one part of 
mean. 
2. They had to get their start from men’s bones. Then they mostly use 
string, I think. 
3. They have a lot more hair than dads, are softer to hug, and wear wool-
ly jumpers. 
 What did your mum need to know about your dad before she married 
him? 
1. His last name. 
2. She had to know his background, like has he put anything too dis-
gusting on Facebook? 
3. She needed to check out his bank account, to make sure he could buy 
her clothes. 
 Who’s the boss at your house? 
1. Dad is, because mum says so. She just helps by reminding him what to 
do each day. 
2. Mum. You can tell by room inspection. She sees the stuff under the 
bed. 
3. Dad was, until Mum found what he had written on Facebook about 
Granny. 
 What’s the difference between mums & dads? 
1. Mums work at work and work at home and dads just go to work at 
work. 
2. Mums know how to talk to teachers without scaring them. 
3. Dads are taller and stronger, but they panic when the dishwasher 
overflows. 
 What does your mum do in her spare time? 
1. She takes my brother to football and my sister to violin lessons. 
2. To hear her tell it, it’s like she pays bills all day long. 
3. I think that must happen during the night, because then she just lies 
there and sleeps. 
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Summary of the discussions from Christ Church Portsdown (CCP) and 
St John’s Purbrook (SJP) Joint PCC meeting on 16th December 2021 at 
Christ Church 
 

• Garden of Remembrance (SJP) – Cleared and tidied at no cost. 

• Christingle (SJP) - awaiting response from guides. 

• Parish share (SJP) – liability for CCP outstanding parish share raised, 
it would form part of merger discussions. 

• Church Hall floor (CCP)  Veolia grant for £20,00 approved for engi-
neered floor, £2,000 ‘third party contribution’ needed to be paid, 
PCC agreed; quote for 4mm wear layer floor from Kelleher Flooring 
was agreed and accepted by PCC. 

• Advent event (CCP) – great success, over £700 raised, thanks to SG 
and KG for organising. 

• Treasurer’s report (CCP) – update circulated, JW advised parish 
share for November and December would not be paid, total arrears 
£22,150 

• Treasurer’s report (SJP) – nothing to report 

• Christmas services – AW reported these would go-ahead as 
planned 

• Joint Service – service at SJP on 16th January 2022 moved to 20th 
February and subject to review 

• Berewood – AW reported that following a recent meeting with the 
Archdeacon and others it was hoped that a minister would be ap-
pointed at some stage, but currently all are subject to pause 

• Refreshments provided by SJP, were shared at the end of the 
meeting 

• Next meetings – Thursday 20th January (SJP)      Wednesday 26th 
January (CCP) 

Vicky Stephen, PCC Secretary 
Christ Church Portsdown 
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CHRIST CHURCH PORTSDOWN PCC Minutes of the meeting held on 
Wednesday 26th January 2022 at 19.30 in Christ Church Portsdown 

• Restructure update: work progressing with Deanery and Diocese 
representatives on parish’s merger; churchwardens in contact with 
counterparts in other cluster churches. 

• Covid restrictions: based on C of E guidelines from recent 
relaxation of restrictions, agreed current Christ Church restrictions 
remain to protect members of the congregation, this to be 
monitored. 

• Church hall floor: Floor complete, badminton court painting and 
new posts being investigated; all hirers to be responsible for the 
safety of their users, hall cleaning after use and must provide their 
insurance details in advance; quotations to be obtained for both 
redecoration and replacement lighting. 

• Services : Christmas services had taken place as planned; Joint 
service at St John’s 20th February at 9.30, with no 11.00 morning 
service at Christ Church 

• Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: general agreement for event at Christ 
Church on Friday 3rd June; requests for volunteers via pew sheets 
and church notices. 

• D Day service: Sunday 5th June at Christ Church, to combine both D 
Day and the Queen’s Jubilee. 

• Treasurer’s report: 2021 end of year report revised and updated; 
parish share still in arrears; lack of hall income crucial, but amazing 
gift day and grants had helped significantly; discussion on possible 
completion of driveway. 

• Statistics for Mission (parish return): AW explained the submission 
process and highlighted key points from the results. 

• APCM 2022: will take place Wednesday 27th April 2022 

• Lent Course:  AW and MG to lead afternoon and evening sessions 
for everyone in Church hall; small groups to be considered going 
forward. 

• Next meeting: Wednesday 23rd February 2022 at 7.30pm (shared 
meeting with SJP), at Christ Church 

  
Vicky Stephen, PCC Secretary 
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